PEER EDITING TIPS



Be critical and stay away from “s’good” comments


Get someone who doesn’t know you all that well to edit your paper


Ask good, specific questions of the writer if you are editing (“what were you trying to do here? Why did you put this here?”)


Ask good, specific questions of the editor if you are the writer (“did you understand this here? Am I clear with this?”)


Get something out of the peer edit. If someone does a lousy job of editing your work, tell him or her!


Have thick skin and encourage extensive criticism. A few years ago my wife listened to me practice my graduation speech…a speech I thought was very good. Well, she hacked it up in disturbingly easy fashion, leaving me perturbed.  Ultimately, I made the choice to listen to her criticisms and made the changes. My original speech was quickly in tatters, but what emerged was something that amazed me.  Upon completion, I owed all of the praise I received to my well meaning, but VERY critical wife (





Students are sometimes TOO polite when editing (“how was it?” …“s’good”) What can you do to change this? Remember, you can learn as much through editing as you can through writing.
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