A FEW THINGS YOU’LL NEED

Hard Work and an Open Mind…
How often do you think about your writing and learning? Academia has forced us to sometimes become unfeeling, grade oriented learners. How will you get to a point where you get feeling back into education if you lack some now? By working together, hopefully it won’t take long.

· Along these lines, how many things in education do you do JUST FOR YOU? Think about that for a second. Do you take any joy in your learning? Thankfully, I still find that the majority of kids still love to learn…but that number dwindles a bit each year.  

· Try to get to a point where you love to learn. My assignments are, for the most part, purposefully open-ended. Why? Because if I asked for “this, this, this and this” what am I going to get? That’s right. This, this, this and this. Most students LOVE that structure…because it does most of the work for them in a way. If you are confused about something, ask questions. Don’t, however, expect me to do the thinking for you. Many kids choose to blame an assignment on “lack of clarity” because taking personal blame is hard for both kids and adults. Here is your license: I give you permission to ask ALL THE QUESTIONS YOU WANT ABOUT ANYTHING…AND KEEP ASKING UNTIL YOU ARE SATISFIED WITH THE ANSWER.  I am going to frustrate you a bit because I may just say “the theme is man’s inhumanity to man…do something with it and present it to the class.” WONDERFUL room for exploration and intellectual growth, but also tremendous cause for frustration. If you are in a class that doesn’t frustrate you a bit, chances are you aren’t learning much. Do you agree with this? Will you accept the adversity or will you resent it?

· Communication is, arguably, the most important skill you can have (with writing being a large part of the equation).  If taking risks, making mistakes, and learning from errors frightens to a point of avoidance, perhaps you haven’t discovered your potential yet. Learning is not a destination, it’s a journey. 
· I cannot stop students from “playing the game.” Ex: doing things last minute, subtle to overt cheating, kids who read synopses rather than the literature. Unfortunately, those who have a passion to learn and are building strong character traits sometimes get the same grade as the shortcut artists…must be VERY frustrating! I hope that the true learners understand that, in the grand scheme of things, the only thing that is important is their own learning and not some group competition. Lifetime success comes from determination, work ethic, being true to yourself, perseverance, and pure effort. You are forming your lifetime character traits right now, hard as that may be to fathom. If you want to be a future you to be proud of, start caring for the foundation now. What if, in the future, you had a person in your family in need of medical care. Do you want a doctor who cut corners and played the game in high school? An “internet short cutter?” Someone who read summaries of the medical journals? If he did these things in high school, don’t kid yourself into thinking he didn’t do it in college as well. You personal habits are formed here. 
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