Creative Writing

Mr. Brocato

Syllabus

Your grade will be based on the following: 

50% Graded Writings

25% Management of your portfolio/portfolio grade

25% Preparedness for class, participation, strong use of writing workshop atmosphere

Your portfolio should be organized in the following way:

At the beginning of each quarter, you are to place 75 sheets of lined paper into a three ringed binder. How you fill these sheets will determine your grade. Here are some mandatory elements:

1. Free writing/thinking on paper. All preparation for your essays should be done with pen or pencil. You must force yourself to go through the painstaking chore of writing every day in order to see personal improvement. 

2. In class journals/prompts/exercises

3. Personal exploration: It’s a writing class, so you should obviously be working on your craft. If your next assignment calls for the implementation of dialogue and you lack the skills, go through some exercises on your own to work on the technique. It’s simply “play-writing” in an attempt to get better. 

 Categories 4 and 5 are essentially optional, but pretty much separate an A student from a B or below student. 

4. Homage to writing. A dedicated student, when struggling to acquire a skill for him/herself, will show independence and inquisitiveness in an attempt to become a better writer. If your portfolio has copies of writing from a favorite author, has research done on a skill you are trying to master, has extra writings that are done as a means of practice, has bits and pieces of writings that have caught your eye, etc., then you have proven yourself to be a student who has an insatiable appetite for learning. You have separated yourself from the crowd. 

5. Writing submissions. If you care to, submit some of your stuff to reputable writing organizations. Indicate to me what you have submitted, where you submitted it, a contact number, and a date of submission. I hate to include this, but I will include this warning: if you fabricate anything here and get caught, you will receive a zero on the portfolio and probably fail the course. Don’t be dumb. 
FIRST HW ASSIGNMENT ON BACK
