PORTFOLIOS
What are they?
· A collection of writings

· Longitudinal in nature (examining your writing over a period of time)

· Diverse in content

· Collaborative in ownership and composition

Why use them?

· They provide organization
· They allow the writer to write without feeling like his/her only reason for doing so is a GRADE

· They provide you with a strong sense of educational reflection and growth: REFLECTIVE LEARNING

· They focus on development and not just the pressure of writing a final copy (pressure that stunts the growth of your writing)
How do you keep up with them?

· Save everything! Every scratch, doodle, picture, etc. that goes into the writing process, KEEP IT! This sometimes gets ignored after a few months, so stay on top of things. 
· The key word for me in trying to give you an assessment letter for the portfolio is DOCUMENTATION. I cannot document a student who thinks only in his head. You need to learn how to think on paper…it’s more effective and, well, “documentable.”
· Revise…but beware. See revision sheet within.
· Be organized and don’t fall behind
· Label everything
· Neatness sometimes masks other things…as does sloppy work. It doesn’t hurt to be neat…but it does hurt if you are sloppy.
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