Morality of Free Enterprise
Walter Williams “people seem to be some what suspicious about the free market, or even sometimes hostile of what we call capitalism
.”

Karen Vaughn “This is because the church can’t distinguish between doing personal good and the government doing well. They believe in taking care of your neighbor and if people won’t do it they tend to want the government to step in and do. Never seeing there are unintended consequences.” 

Walter Williams “they are breaking the Ten Commandments, the government is taking money from one person and giving to another. Morality
 is a majority thing.”

Karen Vaughn “Most Christians don’t see taxes as theft. Sometimes they think they are still in the Middle Ages and they think they have a huge say in what the government does. They don’t see where wealth comes from, through labor and human planning.”

Walter Williams “During the pre capitalism era, when people became rich it was through plunder and luding. But with the free market people become wealthy by serving fellow man. The church looks as rich as being connected with evil.”

Karen Vaughn “Many times rich wouldn’t be thought have gotten into heaven, because of the church seeing being rich as connected with evil. And there is a sense that becoming rich doesn’t come from serving fellow man. An individual can become rich by producing a product that serves the wants of some other people. Also a person can become wealthy by serving the most fundamental needs. In many ways the market is neutral and goes with practices and beliefs brought to it. Motivation also plays a part, if you intend an evil it is as bad as doing an evil, from the churches point, but an economist does not see it that way. There are sometimes people do things out of the goodness of their heart, not only for money. Just usually when someone does something for money you ask yourself if they just want to con you.”

Walter Williams, “if you pass a law about doing things for the money, no one would eat. Cattle ranchers don’t give a hoot about people they sell the cattle for the money. Wonderful things are done about not giving a hoot but doing things for the money. I have always felt there is a connection between free markets and religion, Christianity; because the morality of the market is to help out the fellow man. Bill Gates became rich by making things easier for his fellow man.”

Karen Vaughn “if we don’t have markets we have authority directing us. This causes for more exploitation and oppression if someone is controlling you. Wealth that is earned by satisfying demands of people who have a choice is good the government overriding the market does not do the world very much good.”

Walter Williams “When people evaluate the market they look at the earth and its problems, but when they evaluate socialism they never look at its downfalls only the positives. Not actually what exists on earth.”

Karen Vaughn “what you have now is an attitude that so many things have flawed we now need a middle area; some kind of social agenda to satisfy mankind. When really the whole principle of government control is not only dangerous but it has unintended consequences that people tend to ignore. It is hard to see that you do not protect people by keeping them from evil.”

Walter Williams “What do you think people would consider an excess of the market that are Christians?”

Karen Vaughn, “…pornography, television, tobacco, frivolous goods, or products that aren’t helpful. There are other kinds of excess that people who try to do more and more good. Not only products that are produced but also behaviors, people get caught up and forget what god has meant for them to do.”


Walter Williams “Some of the excuses are not that at all. It’s the difference of rich and poor.”

Karen Vaughn “That gets me we always pray for the poor. Like there are labeled groups the rich and poor and the rich must give to the poor. Doesn’t show how people can move form rich to poor due to decisions and as they get older they make more money. I got into a dispute over funding for aids, my church wanted to increase funding for aids research. But per illness aids were much more highly funded, I am not apposed to funding aids; we should consider the suffering people from other diseases. It is not immoral to think this way, but is immoral to not think of the tradeoffs
.”

Walter Williams “churches do not focus on individual responsibility when it comes to aids, people go out and almost have to look for aids and the way their lifestyle is. They say the government is responsible and they are victims.”

Karen Vaughn “if you see a child as a victim, you are seeing them as a child of the state and less than a child of god. Telling them they have no influence over their life.” Walter Williams “What can the Church do?”

Karen Vaughn “I’ve thought a lot about this. I listen to sermons, and I am an economist. I would say preach to the individual about his own action and responsibility. And then leave the social policy to a civil community. The social policies will come form those kinds of people and be better, the church does sometimes make mistakes to they are humans. The shift from social and personal morality has been shifted because of the church.”

�Capitalism- the system of private investment and industry with little governmental control.


� Morality- Morality is a system of principles and judgments based on cultural, religious, and philosophical concepts and beliefs, by which humans determine whether given actions are right or wrong. These concepts and beliefs are often generalized and codified by a culture or group, and thus serve to regulate the behavior of its members.


� Tradeoffs- an exchange of one thing in return for another; especially relinquishment of one benefit or advantage for another regarded as more desirable.





