Hereit isthe beginning of the
holiday season again which
means it is time for high school
seniors to get their financial aid
opportunities squared away.
The United States Government
offers many different types of
financial aid to high school
seniors. The sourcefor thisaid
comes from the Higher Educa-
tion Act of 1965. InthisAct
the government must provide
financial aid for students who
desire to continue their educa-
tion. This provides a means
for students and their families
to seriously consider going on
to college or atrade school.

The Mgjor Federal Student Fi-
nancial Aid Programs cover
three different types of aid.
The Federal Pell Grant Pro-
gram is awarded according to
rules set by Congress. The Pell
Grant are considered gift aid
and do not have to be repaid.

If astudent is eligible and
wishes to go to an accredited

institution, that

school will pay .

forhisorher Pl | Hiwassee College
Grant and then Talent Search ‘
be reimbursed by A
the Department =———

of Education. —_'.‘

The second type ’
of federal pro-

gramiscaled a

campus based

program. This program is
administered by the financial
aid office at a college or uni-
versity. However, when
funds are spent thereis no
more campus based aid avail-
able. Therefore, the earlier
you can apply for this pro-
gram the better.

The third type of federal pro-
gramisthe William D. Ford
Direct Loan Program. This
program enables the eligible
student to borrow money
from the Department of Edu-
cation instead of banks or
lending institutions. This op-
tion offers a wide range of

flexible repayment options to
meet borrowers financia cir-
cumstances.

These programs are to help
better the quality of all stu-
dents' education. It is here for
anyone interested in continu-
ing their education. However,
these programs are on afirst
come, first serve basisif you
plan to apply for these pro-
grams you must do it as soon
aspossible. It would be ater-
ribleinjustice if a person were
unable to get aid because they
were lazy.

Self — Esteemisa subject
often mentioned, but rarely
paid attention too. What is
self-esteem? It can be de-
fined as how you feel about
yourself. So many students
have low or negative
self-esteem.

However, these students can
change their self-image. Stu-
dents need to focus positively
on themselves and their ac-
complishments. One way for
students to improve self-
esteemisto list the positive
traits that they possess. They

soon discover that they have
many positive things to turn
their attention toward.

We challenge you. Usethe
bottom of the newdletter to
list three positive things about
yourself.




Sequoyah High School and
Sweetwater High School are
the two schools served by
Matthew Smith. Matt isa
graduate of Oak Ridge High
School and of Tennessee
Wesleyan. He mgjored in

History and Secondary
Education and has enjoyed
every moment of teacher
career.

He credits the moment
when he reached a student
through love of guitar as
one of thereasons heis
motivated to help as many
students as he can.

Hehopesasan Educa
tional Advisor to be ableto
help as many students as he
can to realize they can still
reach and achieve their
goals. Matt is committed to
learning and hopes to obtain
aMaster’s Degree soon. He

would advise students to
“Plan your work and work
your plan.” He thinks stu-
dents must set agoal and
then find away to reach it.

Matt has aten month old
son named Riley who he
says“isachunk.” Unlike
Michael Jackson, he does
not dangle him outside a 4-
story window.

Elaine Tilley isthe new
Educational Advisor for
Loudon High School, Fort
Loudoun Middle,

Philadel phia Elementary,
and Sweetwater Junior
High. Sheis agraduate of
Loudon High School and
Tennessee Technological
University with a Bachelors

of Science in Secondary
Education.

Elaineis very excited about
coming home and working
with the schools that she
once attended, and helping
the students.

She recalls that her Junior
English Teacher helped her
realize that if she worked

hard toward a goal it could

(Continued on page 3)

Kristy West is the new advi-
sor for Tellico Plains High
School, Tellico Plains Jr.
High, Rural Vale and Coker
Creek. Kristy grew up in
this area and graduated from
TPHS in 1998. She moved
on to Tennessee Wesleyan
where she received a degree
in Business Administration.
After working for ayear at
the USDA Forest Service

Tellico Ranger Station
through a stay in school pro-
gram, Kristy de-

cided to work at

Talent Search.

As aparticipant

in Talent Search

from 7" grade to

High School

graduation, she
knows the bene-
fits of the program. The best

advice she ever received was

to obtain a college degree.
She says,
“School can be
tough, but just
hang in there. |
amglad | did.”



The Taent Search Staff is
pleased to introduce our
new director and advisor for
Greenback High School,
Mrs. Sarah Kile. Asa
former Talent Search
Participant at Sweetwater
High School, Sarah has used
the skills she learned to
pursue multiple college
degrees. After B.S. from the
University of Tennesseein
Public Relations, she de-
cided to obtain a Masters
Degree in School Counsel-
ing from Lincoln Memorial
University.

She enjoys being Talent

Search Director because it
gives her achanceto help
the students in Loudon and
Monroe County have the
same opportunity to have
college impact their life.
Sarah would advice students
to set specific goalsin life
and never give up on their
dreams. She says, “ Success
consists of getting up one
more time than you fall.”
Sarah has been successful in
achieving her goals. She
always finds a new goal
once she has completed an
old one.

(Continued from page 2)

be accomplished.

The advice Elaine would
like to give to students is
that you must realize life
will be different when you
graduate High School and
that you must take all as-
pects of your education seri-
oudly.

Some of Elaine’ s goals
include to obtain aPhD in
History and to maybe even
become the president of the
United States.

Elaine said that in middle
school was “the nerdiest kid
ever” but by high school she
played 4 varsity sports and
still graduated at the top of

her class. Basketball helped
her earn her nickname of
“Beanie Weenie.” She was
body slammed her freshman
year in agame and it did
not discourage her from
continuing playing. She
uses this same determina-
tion in everything she does
and encourages students to

Jacky Grubb is the Advisor
for Vonore Middle and
Madisonville Middle
Schools. Jacky is a graduate
of the University of Tennes-
see with adegreein
Marketing Education. Jacky
has spent hislife either
working with nature or
working with children. He
enjoys working with asa
Talent Search Advisor be-

cause he gets to help stu-
dents and learn from the
students. One of Jacky’'s
favorite pastimesis playing
or watching sports. Jacky is
also proud of hisfamily's
farm and has a goal of
developing a genetically
ideal beef cow. He would
advise studentsto go for
their goals by setting them
early. He strives to have

students learn how to study,
and then goonto college.
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A dvisor

Schools

Phone

Email

Mr. Jacky Grubb

Madisonville Middle

\Vonore Middle

423-420-1902
ext. 1872

Grubbdai @hiwassee.edu

Mrs. Sarah Kile Greenback School 423-420-1902  [KileSara@hiwassee.edu
ext. 1870
Mr. Matt Smith Sequoyah High 423-420-1902  |SmithM at@hiwassee.edu
ext. 1873
Sweetwater High
Ms. Elaine Tilley |Loudon High 423-420-1902  [Tilleyel @hiwassee.edu

Fort Loudoun Middle
Philadel phia Elementary
Sweetwater Junior High

ext. 1871

Mrs. Kristy West

Coker Creek School

Rule Vale School
Tellico Plains Junior High
Tellico Plains High

423-420-1902
ext. 1875

\WestK ris@hiwassee.edu
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