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Prologue

Jim walks down the sidewalk.  Walking from the other direction is Carlye.  As they draw closer, time slows, and they meet eyes and exchange pleasant smiles.  Pan over and fade out on Jim’s face as he imagines…

Sequence I (Dating)

Jim and Carlye sit on the couch, snuggling, as they eat a bowl of strawberries that they’re dipping in a carton of whipped cream.

Both intently watch until Carlye grows a mischievous grin.  She dips a strawberry and uses it to paint a whipped cream unibrow on Jim.

Jim, after initial surprise and cracking up, dips a strawberry of his own and retaliates by giving her a moustache and goatee.  They laugh and begin sculpting one another with the cream.

Cut forward in time to find them both asleep, hunched against the couch, covered artistically in whipped cream.  Carlye has two towers of whipped cream nipple and smiley faces painted all over her skin.  Jim is wearing a whipped cream bikini.

Jim’s parents come home, look at the mess and one another in horror.

Fade out.
Sequence II (Marriage)

Fade in on a picture of Jim and Carlye’s marriage, and then pan over to the kitchen.

Both Jim and Carlye are preparing a holiday feast; Jim is pouring a can of cranberry sauce while Carlye dices celery.  Jim finishes with the sauce and goes to check on the bird in the oven.

When he stands back up and turns around, he comes-eye-to-eye with Carlye, who’s laying on a particularly seductive glare.  She leaps, he catches her, and they roll around of the floor gently yet passionately.

Cut to the dinner table – the expectant relatives and the nearly fully laid out dishes.  Carlye nervously sets down the bird-shaped mass of ash as Jim stands peevishly beside her.

The family politely attempts to look enthused as they’re served.  An aunt bravely takes a nibble off the leg.  Carlye’s expression cracks and she begins laughing.  Jim follows and the rest of the family joins.

Cut forward to find everyone enthusiastically eating a complete dinner of stuffing, potatoes, cranberry sauce, green beans almandine, gravy, and microwave hot dogs.  Carlye laughs and shrugs as Jim dips his hot dog in the gravy and take a big bite.

Fade out.
Sequence III (Children)

Jim and Carlye point to the toilet and patiently explain about it to their two-year-old, Pat.  Pat stares up at them with adorably humongous eyes and clutches his diaper defensively.  He then shakes his head “no”.  Jim and Carlye reemphasize the toilet’s importance.  Pat comprehends and then looks back up at them, again shaking his head “no”.

And idea dawns on Jim and he excitedly motions Carlye to follow him.  They leave Pat in the bathroom for a moment.

Pat exits the bathroom to find Jim and Carlye sitting on a picnic blanket in the hallway with a large bowl of popcorn.  They gesture for him to join, and he does so.  After a few kernels, he motions that he’s thirsty.  Carlye produces a HUGE cup, which Pat accepts.

Cut forward to find most of the bowl and the entire cup finished.  Everyone is slouched, full, and relaxed.  Suddenly, Pat’s eyes jolt wide open and Carlye points excitedly toward the bathroom.  Pat runs in, Jim follows to help, and Carlye stands in the hall in eager anticipation, her fists clenched.

She shouts out and jumps up and down on one foot a moment later.

Fade out.

Sequence IV (Middle Age)

Carlye sits, intently watching a movie in the theater.  Zoom out to find Jim sitting next to her, complacently snoring.  She smiles, snuggles his dozing body, plants a sweet kiss on his neck, and goes back to watching the movie, Jim still in her arms.  A teenage Pat, sitting next to them, observes this and rolls its eyes.

Fade out.
Sequence V (Retirement)

Jim, dressed in a fine suit, lights two candles and finishes setting the table for what will surely be a Romantic Dinner for Two.  Carlye approaches in an enchanting gown, smiling modestly.  Jim looks up at her and is stunned.

He takes her hand and they dance around the house, staring wholly contentedly into each other’s eyes as they swirl along.  Jim dips her, and they share a meaningful kiss.

Fade out.
Sequence VI (Autumn)

A very elderly Jim and an adult Pat stand bedside, as Carlye lies weakly in a hospital bed.  She motions for Pat, who comes forward, and gets hugged warmly and kissed on the forehead.

Pat backs off and Jim approaches.  He stares, heart-broken, at her as she takes his hand.  She stares back, but it slowly turns into a smile, which gets larger and larger.  Jim, now crying, embraces her and kisses her.  He then sets her back down gently.

Carlye points to her smile and mouths the words “Thank you” to him.

Cut to her holding his hand.  Her hand slowly slips away.

Cut back to her face.  It is passive; her eyes are closed and calm, but her smile has not diminished.  Jim stands, hugs the bawling Pat, and smiles down at Carlye.
Sequence VII

A montage of memory shows every image of Carlye smiling at every sequence and stage of her life.  Begin slowly yet increase pace with every image.

End with the picture of Carlye giving Jim that first pleasant smile.
Epilogue

Return to the Prologue Scene where we find Jim and Carlye just where we left them.

Carlye breaks the eye contact and begins to walk off.

Jim takes a moment of consideration, and then runs back her way to greet her.  She turns to him, questioningly.
JIM:

Uhmm…hi.

He smiles sweetly and gives an anxious chuckle.

Fade out.
