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Most general introductions to Persian painting effuse about the other-worldliness of these works, their exquisite use of line and colour. On the other hand, scholars never fail to note with a degree of disappointment, the expressionless miens of the characters depicted. Yet the ‘theatricality’ of these images is widely acknowledged.

By surveying examples from the fourteenth through the seventeenth century, this paper will try to cast new light on these conventions relying on evidence from contemporary texts as well as the dramatic traditions of the peoples with which Iran maintained close contacts during the medieval period. 

