The Pushkin Prize has been a major professional influence. I became acquainted with Pushkin in Edenbrooke Primary where it continues to be an integral component of the total learning package from Years 1-7. Given my college background in English and Drama, and more recently as Literacy co coordinator I was aware of the importance of creativity in the learning process and was fascinated to become more involved with the work of Pushkin in my school.

I found the experience enlightening and liberating, to move from the superficial to the heart of learning. Children and adults alike, we learners are whole people, neither disembodied intellects nor anonymous ‘pupils’. Working with the children in my school and alongside colleagues here and elsewhere I became more secure in this approach, more confident of its value to children and increasingly convinced that it is worthwhile, a great deal more than can be said of so many other educational initiatives.  

I became a convert, in other words, to the truth of Pushkin’s words:  “Inspiration is needed in geometry, just as much as in poetry.” I have seen nothing to persuade me otherwise and if ever process matters more than product it is in the way in which this approach enables children, not just to be creative but to see themselves as creators in their own right. 

As school co-coordinator I have been inspired and humbled by the enthusiasm and expertise of other teachers from whom I have learned so much and now, as regional coordinator, I look forward to learning in a wider context and of contributing to the continuing development of this dynamic learning programme. 
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