HOLY AND GREAT SATURDAY -- VESPERS

The priest gives the blessing:

Blessed is the Kingdom of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, now and always, and to ages of ages.
The appointed monk or the Superior reads the Opening Psalm as follows:

Amen. Come let us worship and fall down before the King, our God.
Come let us worship and fall down before Christ the King, our God.
Come let us worship and fall down before Christ himself, the King and our God.

Psalm 103
Bless the Lord, my soul! O Lord my God, you have been greatly magnified. You have clothed yourself with thanksgiving and majesty, wrapping yourself in light as in a cloak, stretching out the heavens like a curtain, roofing his upper chambers with waters, placing clouds as his mount, walking on the wings of the wind, making spirits his Angels and a flame of fire his Ministers, establishing the earth on its sure base; it will not be moved to age on age. The deep, like a cloak, is its mantle; waters will stand upon the mountains. At your rebuke they will flee; they will quail at the voice of your thunder. The mountains rise and the plains descend to the place which you established for them. You fixed a limit that they will not pass, nor will they return to cover the earth. You send out springs into the valleys; waters will run between the mountains. They will give drink to all the beasts of the field; the wild asses will await them to quench their thirst. Beside them the birds of the air will make their dwelling: and sing among the rocks. He waters the mountains from his upper chambers; the earth will be filled from the fruit of your works. He makes grass spring up for the cattle, and green herb for the service of mankind; to bring food out of the earth, and wine makes glad the human heart; to make the face cheerful with oil, and bread strengthens the human heart. The trees of the plain will be satisfied, the cedars of Lebanon that you planted. There the sparrows will build their nests; the heron’s dwelling is at their head. The high mountains are for the deer; rocks a refuge for hares. He made the moon to mark the seasons; the sun knew the hour of its setting. You appointed darkness, and it was night, in which all the beasts of the forest will prowl; young lions roaring to plunder and to seek their food from God. The sun rose and they were gathered together and they will lie down in their dens. Man will go out to his labour; and to his labouring until evening. How your works have been magnified, O Lord. With wisdom you have made them all, and the earth has been filled with your creation. Also this great, wide sea; there there are creeping things without number, living creatures small and great. There ships go to and fro; this dragon which you fashioned to sport in it. All things look to you to give them their food in due season. When you give it them, they will gather it. When you open your hand all things will be filled with goodness. But when you turn away your face they will be troubled. You will take away their spirit, and they will perish and return to their dust. You will send forth your spirit, and they will be created, and you will renew the face of the earth. May the glory of the Lord endure to the ages. The Lord will rejoice at his works. He looks upon the earth and makes it tremble. He touches the mountains, and they smoke. I will sing to the Lord while I live; I will praise my God while I exist. May my words be pleasing to him. While as for me, I shall rejoice in the Lord. O that sinners might perish from the earth, and the wicked, so that they are no more. Bless the Lord, my soul!
And again
The sun knew the hour of its setting: you made darkness, and it was night. How your works have been magnified, O Lord. With wisdom you have made them all!

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
Both now and for ever, and to the ages of ages. Amen.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Glory to you, O God. (x3)

The Litany of Peace
Psalm 140
Lord, I have cried to you, hear me; hear me, O Lord. Lord, I have cried to you, hear me. Give heed to the voice of my supplication when I cry to you. Hear me, O Lord.

Let my prayer be directed like incense before you: the lifting up of my hands be an evening sacrifice. Hear me, O Lord.

Tone 1

Out of the depths I have cried to you, O Lord: Lord hear my voice.

Receive our evening prayers, O Holy Lord, and grant us forgiveness of sins; for it was you alone who revealed the Resurrection in the world.
O let your ears be attentive: to the voice of my supplication.

Go around Sion, you peoples, and encompass her, and give glory in her to him who rose from the dead; for he is our God, who has redeemed us from our iniquities.
If you, Lord, should mark iniquities: Lord, who will stand? But there is forgiveness with you.

Come, you peoples, let us praise and worship Christ as we glorify his Resurrection from the dead; for he is our God, who has redeemed us from the error of the foe.
For your name’s sake I have waited for you, O Lord: my soul has waited on your word: my soul has hoped in the Lord.
Rejoice, you heavens, sound the trumpet, you foundations of the earth, shout aloud your joy, you mountains; for see, Emmanuel has nailed our sins to the Cross, and he that gives life has slain death and raised up Adam, for he loves mankind.
Tone 8

From the morning watch until night, from the morning watch: let Israel hope in the Lord.

Today Hell groans and cries, ‘It were better for me had I not accepted the one born of Mary, for he has come upon me and destroyed my might. He has smashed the gates of brass. Souls which before I held, he, being God, has raised’. Glory, O Lord, to your Cross and to your Resurrection!

For with the Lord there is mercy, and with him plentiful redemption: and he will redeem Israel from all his iniquities.

Today Hell groans and cries, ‘It were better for me had I not accepted the one born of Mary, for he has come upon me and destroyed my might. He has smashed the gates of brass. Souls which before I held, he, being God, has raised’. Glory, O Lord, to your Cross and to your Resurrection!
Praise the Lord, all you nations: praise him all you peoples.

Today Hell groans and cries, ‘My authority has been destroyed. I received a mortal as one of the dead, but have no strength at all to hold him, but with him I shall lose those over whom I reigned. I held the dead from every age, but see, he raises them all’. Glory, O Lord, to your Cross and to your Resurrection!
For his mercy has been mighty towards us: and the truth of the Lord endures to the ages.

Today Hell groans and cries, ‘My authority…

Glory. Tone 6.
Great Moses mystically prefigured this present day when he said, ‘And God blessed the seventh day’. For this is the blessed Sabbath; this is the day of rest on which the only-begotten Son of God rested from all his works, through the dispensation in accordance with death, he kept the Sabbath in the flesh; and returning once again to what he was through the Resurrection he has granted us eternal life, for he alone is good and loves mankind.

Both now. Theotokion. Tone 1
Let us hymn the whole world’s glory, engendered from mankind, and who gave birth to the Master, the Gate of heaven, Mary the Virgin, the song of the Bodiless Powers and adornment of the faithful; for she has been proclaimed Heaven and Temple of the Godhead. She, by destroying the middle wall of enmity, has brought peace instead and thrown open the King’s palace. Therefore, holding fast to her as anchor of the faith, we have as champion the Lord born from her. Take courage therefore, take courage, people of God; for he will make war on the foe as All-powerful.
Priest: Wisdom. Stand upright!

We say THE THANKSGIVING AT THE LIGHTING OF THE LAMPS


O joyful light of the holy glory of the immortal, heavenly, holy, blessed Father, O Jesus Christ. Now that we have come to the setting of the sun and see the evening light, we sing the praise of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It is right at all times to hymn you with holy voices, Son of God, giver of life: therefore the world glorifies you.
Priest: Wisdom!
OLD TESTAMENT READINGS

1. The Reading is from Genesis [1:1-13]

2. The Reading is from the Prophecy of Isaiah [60:1-16]

3. The Reading is from Exodus [12:1-12]

4. The Reading of the Prophecy of Jonas [1-4]
5. The Reading is from Jesus son of Navi [5:10-15]

6. The Reading is from Exodus [13:20-22, 14:1-31, 15:1-19]

7. The Reading is from the Prophecy of Sophonias [3:8a.9-15]

8. The Reading is from the 3rd Book of Kings [17:8-24]

9. The Reading is from the Prophecy of Isaiah [61:10-11; 62:1-5]

10. The Reading is from Genesis [22:1-18]

11. The Reading is from the Prophecy of Isaiah [61:1-10]

12. The Reading is from the 4th Book of Kings [4:8-37]

13. The Reading is from the Prophecy of Isaiah. [63:11-19, 64:1-5]

14. The Reading is from the Prophecy of Jeremiah. [38:31-34]

15. The Reading is from the Prophecy of Daniel [3:1-88]

Then we stand and sing in Tone 1

Praise the Lord, and highly exalt him, unto the ages. (This refrain is chanted after all these verses)
· Bless the Lord all you works of the Lord; praise, and highly exalt him to all the ages.

· Bless the Lord Angels of the Lord, heavens of the Lord;

· Bless the Lord all you waters above the heavens, all you powers of the Lord;

· Bless the Lord sun and moon, stars of heaven;

· Bless the Lord, every shower and dew, all the winds;

· Bless the Lord fire and warmth, cold and heat;

· Bless the Lord dews and snows, ice and cold;

· Bless the Lord frosts and snows, lightnings and clouds;

· Bless the Lord light and dark, nights and days;

· Bless the Lord earth, mountains and hills, and all that grow in it;

· Bless the Lord springs, seas and rivers, whales and all that move in the waters;

· Bless the Lord all you birds of the air, beasts and cattle;

· Bless the Lord you sons of men. Let Israel bless the Lord; 

· Bless the Lord priests of the Lord, servants of the Lord; 

· Bless the Lord spirits and souls of the just, holy and humble of heart; 

· Bless the Lord Ananias, Azarias and Misael; 

· Bless the Lord Apostles, Prophets and Martyrs of the Lord; 

· We bless the Lord, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
· Singers: We praise the Lord and highly exalt him unto the ages.

· Reader: Both now.
· Singers: Praise the Lord, and highly exalt him, unto the ages.
We praise the Lord and highly exalt him unto the ages.

Then the small Litany.

Instead of the Trisagion: As many of you as have been baptised into Christ, have put on Christ. Alleluia!
Priest: Let us attend. Peace to all.

Reader: And to your spirit.
Priest: Wisdom.
Reader: Prokeimenon. Tone 5.
Let all the earth worship you and sing to you; let it sing to your name.
Verse: Let all the earth worship you and sing to you; let it sing to your name.
Priest: Wisdom.
Reader: The Reading is from the Epistle of Paul to the Romans [6:3-11]
Priest: Let us attend.
Reader: Brethren, as many of us as have been baptised into Christ, have been baptised into his death. We have been buried then with him through baptism to death; so that, as Christ has been raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may thus walk in newness of life. For if we have grown into union with him through a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and that we might no longer be slaves of sin. For whoever has died has been justified from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, dies no more; death no longer has dominion over him. For the death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives he lives to God. So you must also consider yourselves dead to sin, but alive to God, in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Priest: Peace to you.
Reader: And to your spirit.
We do not say Alleluia, but, after it has been sung once by the celebrating clergy, we sing immediately the following verse in Tone 7

Arise, O God, judge the earth; for you shall have an inheritance among the nations. (This refrain is chanted after all these verses)
· God stood in the assembly of gods; he will judge gods in the midst.

· How long will judge unjustly; and accept the persons of sinners?

· Judge for the orphan and the beggar; do justice to the humble and pauper. Rescue the poor and the beggar; deliver them from the hand of the sinner.

· They have not known, nor understood; they walk in darkness. Let all the foundations of the earth be shaken.

· I said: You are gods, and all children of the Most High; but you die like men, and fall like one of the rulers.
Then the Gospel as usual and the Liturgy of St Basil the Great.
The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
[28:1-20]

After the Sabbath, as it grew light on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the tomb. And behold there was a great earthquake; for an Angel of the Lord came down from heaven, approached and rolled away the stone from the door and sat upon it. Hi appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. From fear of him those who were on guard were shaken with fear and became like dead men. The Angel answered and said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid. I know that you are looking for Jesus the crucified. He is not here. He has been raised from the dead. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. And go quickly, tell his disciples that he has been raised from the dead and see, he is going ahead of you into Galilee. It is there you will see him. See, I have told you.’ And they went out quickly from the grave with fear and great and ran to announce it to his disciples. As they were on their way to announce it to his disciples, behold Jesus met them and said, ‘Rejoice!’ But they approached, seized his feet and worshipped him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid! Go and announce to my disciples that they are to go into Galilee and they will see me there.’ As they were going, some of the guard entered the city and announced to the chief priests all that had taken place. They assembled with the elders and took counsel and then gave a large sum of money to the soldiers, saying, ‘Say, "His disciples came by night and stole him while we were asleep." And if this gets to the ears of the governor, we will satisfy him and keep you unharmed.’ They took the money and did as they had been instructed. And this report has been circulated among the Jews to this day. But the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain that Jesus had ordered them. And when they saw they worshipped him; but some doubted. And Jesus approached and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; teaching them to observe everything that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you all days, until the consummation of the age.’

Instead of the Cherubic Hymn we sing the following in Tone 5: 
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and stand with fear and trembling, and take no thought for any earthly thing; for the King of kings and Lord of lords comes to be slain and given as food for the faithful.
Here the Great Entrance takes place.
Before him go the choirs of Angels, with every Principality and Power; the many-eyed Cherubim and the six-winged Seraphim covering their faces and crying out the hymn: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
At Above all we sing the Irmos of the 9th Ode of the Canon in Tone 6:
Mourn not for me, O Mother, as you behold in the grave the Son, whom without seed you conceived in your womb; for I shall arise and be glorified, and as God I shall exalt in glory without end those who magnify you with faith and love.
Communion Hymn ( he Lord awoke as one that sleeps; and has risen and saved us. Alleluia.

Instead of We have seen the true light we sing in Tone 6: Remember us also, O Compassionate One, as you remembered the Thief, in the kingdom of heaven.

