Holy Thursday 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

"Today He is hung upon the Tree, He Who suspended the Earth amid the waters. A Crown of thorns Crowns Him, Who is the King of the Angels. He, Who wrapped the Heavens in clouds, is clothed with the purple of mockery. He, Who freed Adam in the Jordan, received buffetings. He was transfixed with nails, Who is the Bridegroom of the Church. He was pierced with a lance, Who is the Son of a Virgin. 

We Worship Your Passion, O Christ. Show us also, Your Glorious Resurrection."

Tonight is a very sombre occasion in our Church’s calendar. Tonight, we remember the hours that Christ lived through roughly 2000 years ago. We remember the trials of Our Lord, the scourgings, the buffetings, His Crucifixion and His Death. As we listen to the many chants and readings tonight, we cannot help but think of the cause of the crucifixion. 

Some people might blame the Roman Procurator, Pontius Pilate. He was, of course, the one who finally sentenced Jesus Christ to death. Others blame the Sanhedrin, saying they were the ones who influenced Pilate’s decision. Yet, the most infamous of all is Judas Iscariot, one of the original twelve disciples, the one who betrayed His Master. 

We hear in the hymns of our Church, "Judas today forsakes the Master…he is blinded…he falls from the light." 

Another hymns exclaims, "O My people, what have I done to you…? To your blind, I gave light; your lepers I cleansed; your paralytic I raised up. O My people, what have I done to you? Instead of manna, gall; instead of water, vinegar; instead of loving me, you nailed me to the Cross…"

However, were these people the only reason for Christ’s crucifixion? Are we to believe that the only reasons were the jealousy of the Sanhedrin, the submission of Pilate to the wishes of the people, or the greed of Judas? Of course not. 

Christ became incarnate because, "God so loved the world, that He gave His Only-Begotten Son that whosoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. "You ransomed us from the curse of the law by Your Precious Blood," (or, in Greek, " "), as the hymn we chanted tonight so eloquently says.  

He saved us from eternal Damnation. He, by spilling His blood for us, showed us the true meaning of love. Christ died for all: Jews and Gentiles, rich and poor, righteous and sinners. 

Let us not, though, talk about other dogmas or faiths. Let us focus upon Orthodoxy. 

We, of course, being the true faith, (""), should set an example in today’s world. Yet, do we?

We, that are here tonight, must ask ourselves a simple question: "Am I here, in this Church, because of habit, or because I want to honour the Victorious Christ?" 

Some people, though, might be wondering, "how is Christ victorious, when He died?" 

Well, that is very simple. 

"Behind the veil of Christ’s bleeding and broken flesh, Orthodox still discern the Triune God. … The Lord came into the world and dwelt among humans that He might destroy the tyranny of the Devil…On the Tree He triumphed over the powers which opposed Him, when the sun was darkened and the Earth was shaken, when the graves were opened and the bodies of the saints arose. By death He destroyed death, and brought to nought him who had the power of death" (from "The Orthodox Church", by Bishop Kallistos Ware of Diokleia). 

We have seen Christ crucified tonight, and in three days, on Holy Saturday night, we will rejoice and sing "Christ is risen!" We will chant loudly the beautiful hymns of the Resurrection, and this will show us that death has been truly been vanquished. 

Let us all think about this tonight. Let us truly lament the Crucifixion of Christ, and at the same time rejoice, since we will soon celebrate His Glorious Resurrection with the words, "We worship Your Passion, O Christ. Show us also, Your Glorious Resurrection." 

Amen. 

