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Antarctica, the frozen continent surrounding the Earth's ​​​___, and the frigid seas surrounding it, are home to many animals. 

The Antarctic seas are teeming with life, ranging from tiny plankton to the ___animal that ever lived on Earth, the Blue whale. 

The South Pole is the coldest, windiest, and driest place on Earth. The coldest ____ever recorded on Earth was at the South Pole. 
Most of the land of Antarctica is a frozen desert, with less precipitation than the Sahara Desert (under 2 inches a year). Oddly enough, 70% of the world's fresh water is ___in the region of the South Pole. 

All of the Antarctic animals have ___to life in extremely cold conditions. Some, like the whales, seals, and birds, have an insulating layer of fat to protect them from the cold. Others, like many fish and insects, have special chemicals in their blood (natural antifreeze proteins) that keep them from freezing. Many animals (like penguins and seals) have a compact body form and thick skin to help retain body heat. Birds also have waterproof plumage (feathers) and downy insulating feathers. 

Some animals leave Antarctica during its horrendous coldest months, from June until August. Animals like the Humpback whale migrate to warmer waters to reproduce after eating huge amounts of krill in Antarctic waters. Many other animals (like the Emperor penguin) remain at the South Pole year-round. 
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A simile is a phrase used in writing that compares two things using words like “like” or “as”.  Write some similes that relate to penguins, Antarctica, whales, or temperatures.

For Example:   The snow was as white as a ball of cotton.
                       The ice was like a slippery slide.
 

