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…………………………


The ACT class of 2007   is nearing the completion of the      

First semester. It has definitely been a challenging and

Overwhelming experience, yet, concurrently it has been extremely rewarding.
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The students have been immersed within a classroom

Setting for nine weeks and can look forward to only

Four more days. This creates a bitter sweet emotional 

Dilemma. As much as every student looks forward to

Sleeping in every morning, they can also expect to miss

The close bonds they have formed with their young 

Students.


[image: image2.jpg]



 Student teaching:

For the fall semester each credential candidate was given the opportunity to gain invaluable experience within the actual class setting. For the first semester, students were assigned grades that were opposite of their preference. During the spring semester, students will be given the opportunity to teach full time in their preferred grade levels.
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The Act students are being pushed to expand their minds and gain as much knowledge as possible. Here is a sample:

Kohlberg’s stages of moral development are quite elaborate on the six distinct stages of moral reasoning. However, there is no mention of the factors that may influence the development. For example, individuals will be more or less inclined to make moral judgments in consideration of others depending on their environment. If a child is socialized to be socially conscious, then they will inevitably pass through the conventional level of morality earlier in life. In addition, these individuals will most likely be part of the 25% of adults who graduate to the postconventional level of morality. Regardless of some missing factors, I think that Kohlberg’s theory is quite impressive and insightful.
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I conducted my vocabulary lesson within a kindergarten class. The class is comprised of about 50% English Language Learners I and 50% English Language Learners II. The current English Language Development curriculum focuses on phonological and phonemic awareness. More specifically, in this lesson, the kindergarteners are learning to identify sounds through rhymes.

The context of the  lesson was a read-aloud poem/song, named “Hickory Dickory Dock”. Through this medium, identifying rhymes are the focus. The lesson was conducted in the front of the room, while the students sat in close proximity on the rug.
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I checked for understanding through an independent student exercise. I utilized the word chart, but filled in only the first line, “Hickory, Dickory, Dock”. Then below that line I filled in six picture words: hen, door, sock, lock, shoe and rock. The goal of the assessment was to ascertain whether students could extract which picture words rhymed with “dock”. As they identified the correct words (sock, lock and rock), I had them turn the picture over to the blank side. I surveyed about ten students from the class, who ranged from the most academically advanced to those who were struggling. Most were capable of identifying all three rhyming words. Only one student, who has a developmental delay, showed difficulty with this task. He seemed to completely lack the content comprehension, and needs more assistance.
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