Zoo exhibit educates about endangered wetlands

By Ellen Blevens
For eventure!

he latest exhibit at the

incinnati Zoo celebrates

nne of the most diverse
erogsvatems in the world, one
thal is essential to the =urvival
ol inany endangered specics.

Thi: swamp.

Wetland Trail, the zo0's newest
exhibit. is designed to give visi-
a ghimpse into wetlands,
wnds nre comprised of a
variely ol hahitats where

! nd 15 wel for at least a por-
tion of the yvear, These habitats
lude fens, bogs, freshwater
marshes, swamps, and vernal

)
h..“__.__.__...l.“.

Vetlund Trail is located near
the Reptile House on the shore
of Swan Lake, The new exhibit
will educate visitors on the
importance of maintaining our
wetland areas, Of the 215 mil-

If you go ...

WHAT: Wetland Trail grand
opeEning

WHEN: 11 a.m. today.
Exhibition is permanant
WHERE: The Cincinnati Zoo
znd Botanical Garden, 3400
Wing Sireat, Cincinnati

HOW MUCH: & children, 39
weniors, 51150 adults. and
8650 parking per car. Call
S13VER1-ATO0

lion acres of wetlands that onee
existed in the United Statas,
more than half have heen
destroyved, and 9 percent of
Ohio’s wetlands have been
destroyed,

“Wetlands sare an endangered
habitat,” Dave Jenike, the zoos
director of education said. “It's
important that we pay atlention
to 5 habitat that is in our own
backyard.”™

Wellands, like tropical rain-
forests and coral reefs, are one
of the world’s most important
and diverse ceosystems, T pro-
vides a habitar for 2 wule
agsortmant of plants and ani-
mals. Wetlands ire aoimetines

considercd “nature’s nursery,”
providing food and security for

Juvenile wildlife. In Ohin,

gered & W
sometime in their life.

percent of the =tate'z endan-
aperies use wetlands

)

Wetlands provide great assis-

tance to humans as well,

The

habitat filters poflutants from
water sources. It also aciz as a
sponge, reducing damage rom

flooding,

“Paople need to learn that wet-

lands are not wastelands,
Jenike gaid. “They imprav

& tha

guality of life for animals and

humans”
The Ohio Departmont of

i

The Cincinnati Zoo opens its newest permanent

devoted to the wetlands, a vitally i
vanished from Dhig,

Wildlife, who partnered with the
zoo in this exhibit, has already
restored 5,000 acres of wellands
statewide. These lmprovements
were pivotal in the Division of
Wildlife's suceess in _E:?cu:q_:t
the trumpeter swan and ?.i h
American river otter to (i
T:_n_.. the exhibit will o
its grand opening wi

Greg LynchfFor &
exhibit today, this onv

Important ecosystem that has all bu:

releaze ol two trompeter swins
it Swan Lake.

“The swans are nesting sl
thriving in Ohie,” Jenike =l
It is an expmple of sucesss il
conservation
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