‘Princess Diaries’ dressed-up spin on ‘Ugly Duckling’

By Ellen Blevens
For eventure!

nive thers was a little
°Lc¢E_.h_w. She did not look

like the other ducklings in
the pond. They all made fun of
her until she bocame a beautifial
SWan. ®

Disney’s latest movie takes
this worn-out children’s tale and
adds a crown. “The Princess
Diaries” iz an average film with
a predictable story

Mia (Anne Hathaway! iz a
high school gir]l who wishes she
was invisible. Bhe has big glass-
es and frizey hair, which, in -
Hollywood terms, automatically
makes her g nerd.

Mia is not very happy when
she finds out that she is the
only remaining heir to the
throne of Genovia, but =he
agrees to take princess lessons
with her prandmother, the
Gueen of Genovia (Julje
Andrews), anywaw
Ultimately, Mia must decide
whether she will move to
Crenovia and Tive as a princess
or remain in 8an Francisco
with her artist mom.

Along the way there are the -
usual bumpy spots in the road.
Mia's best friend thinks she is
acting stuck up. The popular
girls try to use her. And the
entire time, Mia is flecing the
PARATHETL.

Uliimately, in the end, the
ugly duckling does become a
beautiful swan. Howeaver, Mia
was not really ugly {o begin
with — she just needed contact
lenses and a good conditioning
rinac.

There were several scenes
which left me seratching my
head because they added
absolutely nothing to the
movie. In the beginning of the
film, Mia and her mother have
_an argument shout her mother
dating Mia's teacher. This
could have been a good oppor-
tunity toshow conflict and res-
olution in Mia's relationship
with her mother, but this blos-
soming relationship with the
teacher is never even discussed
again,

Another zcene which con-
tributed nothing to the movie
involved the Queen and the
limo driver. The Queen is
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romariced by Jozeph (Heetor
Elizonde). This subplot was not
required to advance the film,
and was not given adequate
screen time to make the audi- =
ence care.

Overall, this is not a great
movie, but then apgain, there
haven't been many great
movies this summer. Itiza
perfect movie for children to
see with their parents, but I
recommend anvone between
the ages of 16 and 25 to steer
clear of *The Princess
Diaries"
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