THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMERICA

- 9000 km frontier with Canada and Mexico

- 9.5 million square kilometer

- 260 million inhabitants

- 27 inhabitants per square kilometer

- 30.000 years ago : the first people on the American continent crossed the Bering strait from Siberia to Alaska (Indians, Aztecs, Mayas and Incas, and later the Inuits)

- 1000 : the Vikings visited Canada but did not stay, Leif Ericson, "Vinland the Good" (grapes) ; archeologists and modern scholars found evidence of this short settlement, lots of legends

- name : comes from Amerigo Vespucci, an Italian navigator who first set foot on the continent

- 1492 : Christopher Colombus, working for the king of Spain, reached the Caribbean islands, while he was looking for a sea route from Europe to India (to lower spices' prices) ; he called the local population Indians as he thought he had reached India

- during a hundred years, no real colonization but lots of explorers looking for gold and fur traders

- John Cabott (1497, English) discovered the mainland of North America

- 16th century : many of the settlements were carried out by joint-stock companies (company divided up into a certain number of equal portions called shares, developed by the Dutch)

- 1600 : political turmoil and lots of religious wars : people fled religion prosecution and escaped to the New World

- 1607 : The London Company sent 3 ships to build the first permanent English settlement, it was a commercial type of adventure, a group of farmers began the colony of Jamestown in Virginia (crops, tobacco : big market in Europe), fighting, diseases… Pocahontas, daughter of an Indian chief, helped Captain John Smith and married an English man (John Rolfe)

- 1619 : first black slavers introduced on American soil

- 1620 : English arrived at Plymouth in Massachusetts : Pilgrim Fathers (refused to comply with religious law in England) with the ship Mayflower, a lot of deaths, helped by Indians to grow corn and cotton

- 1621 : big dinner to give thanks for the first harvest : Thanksgiving (4th Thursday of November), it became a public holiday when families meet (corn, turkey, mashed potatoes : purée, gravy : thick sauce, cranberries, pumpkin pie)

- 1624 : Dutch settled along the Hudson River (New Netherlands, governor : Peter Stuyvesant), they bought Manhattan Island from the Indians but taken by the English and New Amsterdam became New-York

- 1680 : a lot of WASP, 10% of the settlers were non English

- 1690 : Puritans extremely severe so Quakers (Germans), more tolerant, with William Penn, created Pennsylvania

INDEPENDENCE

- 1770 : 13 colonies along the east coast all governed by Britain, angry at the high taxes that the government made them pay, existence of governors appointed (King : George III) and assemblies (elected), there were restrictions from Britain in order not to fierce competition (strict mercantilism)

- 1773 : Boston Tea Party : Americans disguised in Indians threw boxes of tea in the sea because they didn't want to pay the British tax on it

- 1775 : fights (Lexington, battle of Bunker Hill) : Britain is at war with its colonies, George Washington (farmer from Virginia) became the leader of the army

- 04/07/1776 : America unilaterally declared independence, Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence (rights)

- 1776-1782 : war

- 1777 : the colonies were helped by Lafayette who came to fight for a new and free society (and revenge for his dead father), he was a major-general of the staff of Washington (Yorktown)

- 1781 : Americans free to govern themselves

- 1783 : peace treaty

- 1787 : Bill of Rights : composed of the first 10 amendments ratified by 11 states : defines individual and state rights (free speech, press, religious practice, assembly, no abuses) : the constitution is signed

- 1789 : Washington first president and Jefferson State Secretary (very popular because he represents US idealism, demanded democratic ideas and wanted abolition of slavery)

- 1789 : confronted with new problems (economic, political and institutional), New-York capital

- 1803 : Louisiana was purchased to France (Napoléon needed money), granary of a big size and Jefferson is the third president

- 1819 : Florida by treaty (Spain)

- 1848 : Texas and West California by war (Mexico)

- rapid expansion gave birth to profound changes : frontier spirit

- Yankee : inhabitant of New England, origin : Jan Kees (nickname of Dutch colonists)

- doodle : a simple fellow

- American flag : a stripe for each of first 13 states and a star added when a new state joined (50 stars)

SECESSION WAR

- north : urban, industrialized, sophisticated, intellectual life (Harvard, Yale, 1704 : first newspaper in Boston)

- south : tobacco, rice, cotton plantations, rural, stress on agriculture

- 1777  : Vermont abolished slavery (abolitionists : John Brown)

- 1793 : cotton gin (égreneuse) : tool to increase cotton production : need of slaves (1820 : 1.5 million)

- 1808 : slave import is illegal but still continues, problem with new territories…

- the American Colonization Society appeared : they financed a ship for ex-slaves to go back to Africa (Monrovia, Liberia)

- 1820 : Missouri Compromise was adopted : series of measure taken to solve temporally slave issue : North slaves free and South kept slaves 

- 1830 : Fugitive Slave Act (if a slave escaped to the free state, penalties for anyone helping him but judges refused to enforce ; bounty hunters ; underground railroad : network of help for runaway slaves to Canada)

- 1860 : Abraham Lincoln president (Republican) abolished slavery but the Southern Carolina separated and then 11 southern states created the Confederate States of America

- 1861-1865 : civil war : 2 reasons : 
- slavery






- economic (north needs south for its raw materials)

- north : more men, factories, Sherman, Grant (Appotamox)

- south : soldiers, money, Lee

- 1863 : Gettysburg Battle and emancipation declaration (Lincoln : "government of the people, by the people and for the people")

- 1865 : northern victory : 3 new amendments (13, 14, 15) : abolishes slavery, citizenship for black people and right to vote (theoretical), Lincoln was shot at the theatre by John Booth, the South avoided the application of these amendments (literacy test, full taxes and grandfather's clause)

- the North won but mentalities didn't change

- 600.000 deaths

BLACK AMERICANS

- segregation : legal system where you split up communities 

- KKK : Ku-Klux-Klan : dressed in white and heads covered

- they didn't choose to immigrate

- 1619 :the first Blacks arrived in Jamestown on board a Dutch ship : they went mainly to the South as house or field slaves

- 1873 : Plessy vs Ferguson trial : the Supreme Court made segregation legal : separate but equal education and rights (different schools)

- 1909 : Nation Association for Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) 

- WWII : the Blacks were accepted as full bodied soldiers

- 1950's : a churchman (Martin Luther King) began to fight for the Civil Rights of Black people : broke the law but not in a violent way (1954 : Rosa Parks : boycott of the Montgomery bus company)

- 1954 : Brown vs Topeca trial : the Supreme Court ruled segregation as illegal

- 1956 : bombing of his home, he tried to instill in his people a sense of dignity and self-respect

- 1957 : in Little Rock (Arkansas) : some Blacks enrolled in a white school : the army had to escort them to school

- 1960 : JFK President (Democrat, Irish and Catholic)

- 1963 : "I have a dream…" and JFK shot killed in Dallas, Texas

- 1964 : Civil Rights Act (Johnson) : a law was passed giving Black people their Civil Rights ; King Nobel Peace Price ; government : "affirmative action" against "positive discrimination" : companies and universities give preference to minorities : mixed reactions (reverse discrimination)

- 1965 : radicalization : Black Panthers, Black Muslims and Malcolm X

- 1968 : King was murdered in Memphis

- 1988 : Jesse Jackson almost won elections for Democrats' candidate

- 1992 : riots in LA because of a black driver beaten by white police

- now : middle class standard but lower than white people, Black people moved to the North

THE WILD WEST

- "Go west, young man, and grow up with the country"

- 19th century : more and more people, very few cow-boys who disappeared because the land was given to farmers, they sold meat to the East

- 1860-1861 : Pony Express (William Russel) : fast horse relay system to carry the mail, 10 days for East-West

- 24/10/1861 : first transcontinental telegraph line

- 1869 : the railway line from the East met the line from the West

- 1880's : Buffalo Bill Cody : hunter and Wild West Show with the cowgirl Annie Oakle

CONQUEST OF THE WEST

- frontier : imaginary line separating civilization and the rest, constantly moving, sort of myth which shaped their mentality : individualistic, inventive, creative, brave, pragmatic, innovative…

- who : adventurers (hunters, trappers… ex : Davy Crockett), cowboys (cattlemen), miners and farmers

- why :
- 1848 : gold rush in California


- migratory movement from Europe to the USA (Ireland : potato disease, famine)


- 1862 : Homestead Act granted free farmland to settlers


- 1869 : railroads : Central Pacific / Union Pacific (Promontory Point)


- "manifest destiny" ingrained in mentality : "it's god's will that we should expand to the West"

NATIVE AMERICANS / AMERINDIANS

- 1540 : Hernando de Soto found the Cherokee

- 1607 : Jamestown and Pocahontas : good relations

- 1620 : the Indians taught the Pilgrim fathers how to survive

- but different values : for Indians, the earth belongs to everyone (ex in Manhattan with Dutch people who became trespassers)

- 1824 : Bureau of Indian Affairs launched assimilation campaigns

- 1830 : Indian Removal Act : move west of Mississippi

- 1838 : many Cherokees died in the Trail of Tears (move to west Mississippi)

- 1850 : confined in reservation 

- 1876 : battle of The Little Bighorn : Custer's last stand against Crazy Horse (victory)

- 1885-1890 : the Ghost Dance Movement wanted to go back home to Indians : leaders were shot and Sitting Bull (Sioux) worked in a travelling circus with Buffalo Bill

- 1886 : surrender of Geronimo (Navajos)

- 1887 : Dawes Act

- 1890 : battle of Wounded Knee (Big Foot) : end of the Indian wars

- 1924 : Indians were declared American citizens : there's still one Indian Senator in the whole American system

- 1934 : Indian Reorganization Act : right to run affairs on the reservations and gave tribal autonomy

- 1944 : creation of National Congress of American Indians

- 1961 : creation of National Indian Youth Council

- 1968 : big protest march in Washington

- 1973 : commemoration of Wounded Knee (71 day sitting)

- reasons why many Indians were exterminated : 


- whites brought unknown diseases


- warfare


- extermination of the buffaloes 

- sitting duck : someone in a vulnerable or unguarded position who is unaware of the danger of the situation

- AIM : American Indian Movement

MELTING POT

- the WASP culture is the foundation of the American society

- the term Caucasians refers to Americans of European origin

- a Chicano is a Mexican-American

- land of immigrants (55 million) with 80% from Europe but increase for the Third World

- 16th to 18th century : Spanish settlers, missions, French fur traders and British settlers

- 19th to early 20th century : 


- 2 European waves :



- 1840-1860 : Northern and Western Europe (WASP : politics, famine)

- 1870-1920 : Southern, Central and Eastern Europe (social tension and boost for the American economy)



- apparition of the KKK : against Koons (Blacks), Kikes (Jews) and Katholics


- Quota Acts :



- 1882-1943 : Chinese immigration for building the railways but then restrictions



- 1907 : same for Japanese



- 1917 : literacy test



- 1921-1924 : severe laws based on origin (reinforced majority groups like WASP)


- 1886 : the Statue of Liberty (Ellis Island ; "give me your tired, your poor")

- Mid 20th century : third world immigrants : Asian and Hispanics


- settle mainly in New-York or in the Sun Belt (California, Arizona, Texas…)

- 1965 : Family Reunification Policy : immigration policy based on family ("the Brothers and Sisters act") but there was a drop in the skilled labor force


- 90's : Immigration Act to raise qualified immigrants

- illegal aliens : between 1 and 5 million (55% Mexico, Rio Grande, wetbacks), used for moonlighting


- 1986 : severe penalties for employing those people



- 60's : Cubans



- 70's : Vietnamese (boat people), Laos, Cambodia



- 80's : Soviet Jews and Haiti refugees camps

- African-Americans : 12%

- Hispanic : 9% : keeps its culture and language

- Asian : 3% : model minority : they learn English quickly… quick assimilation and they reach academic excellence and professional success

- Little Italy, Chinatown

- more than half a million immigrants enter the USA each year

US ENGLISH

- they want to add an amendment to the constitution : 17 states have pased the law (Nebraska, California, Arizona…)

- some states have bilingual education

GOVERNMENT OF THE USA

- 3 separate but equal branches :


- congress : makes the laws, 2 houses in the Capitol Hill :



- Senate : 100 men (2 per state), elected for 6 years



- House of Representatives : 435 men, elected for 2 years

- president : head of the departments of government which carry out the laws, leader of the country, head of the army, elected for 4 years (2 terms), chooses the judges for the Supreme Court, lives and works in the White House (Washington DC)


- supreme court : 9 judges who decide if the laws are constitutionally correct

- 1920 : women were given the vote

- age : 18

- 50 states : each has its own government with different laws (vote, marriage, driving license, curriculum of schools, sanctions…) (federal government) 

- vice-president : presides Senate, can cast a vote (provoquer) and becomes president in case of problem

- Democrats and Republicans are basically similar

- Democrats : government should help the poor and so it needs taxes

- Republicans : want people to work to help themselves : low taxes

- gridlock : system of check and balancing : control of one on another

ELECTIONS

- primaries : January / February, caucus (réunion des instances dirigeantes) 

- national convention : August : each party nominates presidential candidate

- election : November : people vote for electoral college (senators and representatives) : indirect election for president

- take office : January 20, at noon

- winner takes all : candidates with most votes in one state get whole elected college for that state

LIVING IN THE USA

- jobs : more comfortably : 40 hours/week, 2 week's holiday + Thanksgiving and Christmas

- new family pattern : the nuclear family : working father and a housewife (25%)

- house : 2/3 own their house, garden, nice suburb, 85% own a car

- hobbies : restaurant, cinema, churches (60% Christian), TV (7h/day), 10.000 TV stations almost private

- press : few cover all the country : CNN, New-York Times, Washington Post, Time, Newsweek

- sports : baseball, basketball, football, ice hockey

- dollar : nickel (5 cents), dime (10 cents) and quarter (25 cents)

- 1886 : Coca-Cola

- 1920-1933 : prohibition (Al Capone)

SCHOOLS

- kindergarten, elementary-school, high-school and university (college) (bachelor's degree)

- public schools : taxes, founds from state

- private schools : no money

- MBA : master business administration

- university admission : 3 letters of application, scores, tests (TOEFL : test of English as a foreign language, GMAT : graduate management admissions test, SAT : scholastic aptitude test)…

- ivy league : 8 most prestigious universities (Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Columbia…)

- activism in the universities (political activities : Vietnam)

INDIVIDUALISM

- when farmers settled, they had to rely on themselves because their neighbors were too far 

- it also comes from the concept of "rugged individualism" which is symbolized by many frontier heroes :

- Daniel Boone : pioneer who explored and settled Kentucky



- Davy Crocket (1786-1836)

- those 2 braved the wilderness alone : they idealized self-sufficiency, self-reliance and inventiveness

- there is a lot of respect for pragmatic people : Do it yourself and Can do spirit

- there is more value given to action than to reflection (books)

- almost no Welfare State

OTHER VALUES

- psychology of abundance : land of unlimited opportunities, resources and spare (surplus) but it creates wastefulness

- mobility : roots of the immigrants who came from Europe to improve their conditions

- freedom : promised land, equal opportunity, hard work, materialism

- 4 main regions : the Northeast, the South, the West and the Midwest

VIETNAM

- French colony : Indochina

- 1945-1954 : Ho Chi Minh declared independence : war : French defeat in Dien-Bien-Phu ; Geneva conference : 17th parallel 

- 1955 : US military advisers : beginning of a proxy war (CCCP)

- 1968 : 500.000 soldiers (Agent Orange)

- 1973 : cease-fire

- 1975 : fall of Saigon which became Ho Shi Minh city

