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Demolition of its wall, too?

© By Ron Selter 



© by Thomas W. Gilbert

     The first ballpark used by the AL in New York City was Hilltop Park.  The park got its name because it was situated on the top of a hill overlooking the Hudson River. The park was built for the AL franchise that had spent its first two seasons in Baltimore (the original AL Baltimore Orioles).  

     Hilltop Park opened on April 30, 1903 as the home park of the then New York Highlanders – later better known as the Yankees.  The location of the ballpark was the Southwest corner of Broadway and 168th St. on the northwest portion of the island (and borough) of Manhattan in the city of New York.

     The ballpark site was quite large for its time (9.6 acres or nearly double the average ballpark site of that era), and the south portion of the land plat was used for the parking of first carriages and later automobiles.  The shape of the land plat was a large trapezoid with the only right angle being at the site’s NE corner-Broadway and 168th Streets. The left field foul line ran roughly North to South (parallel to the western boundary of the park) and would, if extended about 20 additional feet, have intersected 168th St. at less than 90 degrees.  The right field foul line would, if extended, have      



            (Continued on page 4)
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     It was a cozy little ballpark where the Brooklyn Dodgers once played, where Zach Wheat, Nap Rucker and Casey Stengel played their first major  league games. I am not talking about Ebbets Field, but rather old Washington Park, which the Dodgers called home before Ebbets -- from 1898 through 1912. 

     Incredibly enough, while nothing remains of Ebbets, much of the left field wall and part of the clubhouse of Washington Park is still standing along Third Avenue  between 1st and 3rd Streets in the Gowanus section of Brooklyn. 

      Still standing for another month or two, that is. Con Ed, the owner of the site, has announced plans to raze the wall as part of the construction of a $21 million new  facility. In response to community objections, Con Ed has offered to save a single  stone from the wall and relocate it to a nearby park. 

       It should be noted that Washington Park was rebuilt several times during  the  Dodgers tenancy, as well as in 1914, when the Brooklyn  Tip-Tops of the Federal  League, a               



          (Continued on page 6)

NY Fundraiser a HUGE $Success$$ !

$400 goes to NYC chapter, thanks to Rory Costello, Evelyn Begley, and those others (George Sommerfeld, for example) who contributed $8 for the price of a ticket for inner-city youth.
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HARBOR YARD, Bridgeport, CT       © Charles O’Reilly

“Outfield features also include the Port Jefferson Ferry,   Metro-North Railroad, and an old steam plant.”  C. O’Reilly

NYC Chapter member Rory Costello raises $400 for NYC chapter --- with major help from Evelyn Begley and others. Rory was responsible for the positive publicity our Chapter received, and stood on the mound during the pregame ceremonies, near the mayor who threw out the first pitch.

Rory also enlisted the United Way of Eastern Fairfield County, to provide snacks for the kids, and both he and Evelyn sat in the sky box seats behind home plate, affording them a spectacular view of the sight of many Port Jefferson, LI ferries approaching and departing Bridgeport.

 To the right of that was the railroad tracks, with train whistles announcing the MetroNorth and Amtrak cars chugging by, and to the left was I-95 and the stream of cars.

Next year, we’d like to repeat this $400 addition to our chapter and we encourage members to contribute short (very short!) research pieces about Bridgeport (or Connecticut) baseball so that your article can be published in the Program/Scorecard for that day’s game. 


It’s early, but if you’d like to see your name in the Program Guide for that day, why not begin your research now? 

It is also what I’d like to encourage for next year’s Program Guide/Scorecard books at other local minor league games that we attend, even if we are not there for a Fundraiser.

IF ANYONE READING THIS HAS IDEAS FOR CHAPTER FUNDRAISING, PLEASE SHARE THEM!! Thank you --- Evelyn Begley ebegley2@juno.com
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BASEBALL LANDMARKS PRESERVATION

Join us in helping to preserve baseball landmarks in and around the New York Metro Area. We will be assisted by professionals and we seek your ideas and support.

Please voice your thoughts! We can do some good and leave a legacy for those following us by commemorating these sites with markers.


Thank you --- Evelyn Begley
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The History of Major League Tie Games 

© By Clifford Blau 

[Eds. Note: This is part 1 of a 2-part original research article by NYC member Cliff Blau. We greatly respect him and his research, and commend his website http://users.erols.com/brak.where the complete article can be found.]

The 2002 All-Star Game ended in a tie, the second to do so.  This caused quite a stir. While tie games are a rarity now, they were once a fairly common occurrence in the big leagues. Changes in baseball, both on and off the field, as well as changes in society, have led to the virtual elimination of ties. 

From 1876 to 1917, tie games generally comprised between one and three percent of all games played. The most tie games in a single season was thirty, in 1907. Twenty-four is the record for a single league, the NL in 1898. But from 1917 to 1919, the number of tie games dropped from 22 to five, and thereafter the rate of tie games was almost always below one percent. The highest number of draws after 1917 was sixteen, in 1938. By the time expansion began again, ties had become truly rare. The post-1960 high for the two leagues combined is six. It was not until 1976 that a season passed without a draw; this feat was then repeated the following two years.  

          WHY DID TIE GAMES OCCUR?

The primary reason that tied games have been stopped is darkness. Through 1938, before most teams were hosting night games, about three-quarters of tie games were called due to darkness. Until 1950 it continued to be the most prevalent cause. Consequently, tie games have occurred most frequently in September, October, and April, when sunset occurs early, and least often in June and July. Also, second games of doubleheaders have seen more than their fair share of draws. 

The second most common reason for ties is rain. Rain accounted for about 10 to 15 percent of tie games up to 1938 and about one-third since then. Of all games played, about .2 percent ended in draws due to rain for all periods until about 1950, and about .1 percent since then.

It has frequently been noted that baseball is a game without time limits. However, this has not always been so. In the days before teams traveled by airplane, they would often enter into agreements before the final game of a series. These agreements provided that the game would end by a specified time so that one or both teams could catch a train to a distant city for their next series. Such agreements caused about 10 percent of tie games until the 1950s. (Actually, they were rare in the 19th Century, when fewer than 154 games were played in most seasons, leaving more off days for travel.) 

This means that the teams believed that their next game was more important than the one they were playing. Obviously, this was because they had the spectators' money in their pockets already for the current game and they were anxious to collect their proceeds from the next game. 

Thus, as is true now, no one was considering the fans' best interests. The devotees of the sport would buy a ticket to see a whole baseball game only to have the teams run off before a conclusion was reached. This is an aspect of the "Golden Age of Baseball" that I doubt anyone misses.1

1 I was surprised to learn, in the course of researching this article, how frequent forfeits were in the 19th Century. Many times a team would simply refuse to continue playing when it disagreed with the umpire's decision. This is another way that the "cranks" were cheated. 

SOURCES

          The major sources used for this article were The New York Times and Total Baseball (1st edition.) Other sources were several other daily newspapers as well as The Sporting News, The Sporting Life, and the New York Clipper. Thanks to Joe Wayman and Joe Dittmar, who provided me with leads.

             [image: image3.jpg]


 


                            Hilltop Park, Washington Heights and the Hudson River   
            photos courtesy of Dennis Goldstein.  

Hilltop Park 
      © by Ron Selter






Continued from page 1

intersected Broadway at more than 90 degrees. The park site was thus trapezoidal in shape and large for the Deadball era. The ballpark was built of wood and when opened had a seating capacity of 15,000.  Capacity in the Deadball era was a flexible concept.  

     In accordance with the practices of the day, overflow crowds were allowed to stand in the outfield.  In addition for really big games, additional standees were allowed down the foul lines and between home plate and the backstop.  Thus the effective overall capacity of the park was near 25,000.  The original 1903 construction of Hilltop Park cost about $300,000, more than two-thirds of which was spent for rock blasting and excavations; and the Grounds Keeper of the Highlanders, Phil Schenck, laid out the playing field.(1)   

     The ballpark in its early years consisted of a covered grandstand of three sections.  Two sections were parallel to the foul lines and the third section was a short intermediate diagonal, which formed the backstop. The roofed grandstand extended a short way past both first and third bases, and a clubhouse was located behind the CF fence.  Single-decked bleachers extended down each foul line from each end of the grandstand almost to the fences. These bleachers angled towards the foul lines reducing the foul area at the fences to about 15-20 feet.  In the early years, a modest-sized scoreboard made up a portion of the LF fence near the left field foul line.  The main entrance was on Broadway and a ramp led up to the top of the first base grandstand.  Unlike many of the other contemporary wooden ballparks-this one never burned. 

     The park’s original dimensions (in feet) were listed as: LF 365, CF 546, RF 400, (in both Lost Ballparks and Green Cathedrals).(2,3)  The deepest part of the park (the 546 listing for CF) at the junction of the LF and RF fences, would actually have been considerably to the right of dead CF.  The first known change to the park’s configuration occurred after the first home stand of the 1903 season.(1)  

     For Opening Day and the duration of the first home stand (all of six games), RF had a large roped-off hollow, and balls hit into that area were ground rule doubles.  When the Highlanders returned home for the start of their second home stand on June 1, 1903, a new RF fence had been built to put the RF hollow out of play.  This move reduced the RF distance to about 300 ft. At this same time, a temporary diagonal CF fence section was likely added (or relocated) and reduced straightaway CF to about 390. These changes in configuration led to an upsurge in over-the-fence home runs, nearly all to RF, for the rest of the season.(3,5)    

     For 1904, the RF fence was again relocated, this time to a location about 365 ft. from home plate at the foul pole, and at this same time the short diagonal CF section was also built or relocated.  These moves made straightaway CF about 390 and made the deepest part of the park (to the right of dead CF) 412.  As a result, the number of over-the-fence home runs in 1904 dropped to two (both to LF).(4) However, total home runs increased from 16 in 1903 to 47 in the 1904 season, as incredibly, 45 of the 47 home runs were of the Inside-The-Park type. Like the outfield, fences were covered with many fine billboards advertising the products of the day. 
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       Hilltop Park - home to the Hilltoppers/Highlanders/Yankees

               (Courtesy of Ballparks by Munsey and Suppes)
     In 1911, a roof was added over a portion of the stands down the left-field foul line. There was no seating in the outfield until the park’s next-to-last season (1911) when bleachers were added in CF.  Also in 1911 both the AL and the NL used Hilltop Park.  The Highlanders generously shared the park with the New York Giants for the first two months of the 1911 season while the fire-damaged Polo Grounds were being rebuilt.  After the 1912 season, the Giants allowed the now New York Yankees to move and share with them the Polo Grounds for the next 10 seasons. 

         Hilltop Park was demolished in 1914 and the site has been occupied since the 1920s by Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Center. 

The Basis of the Estimated Configurations and Dimensions:

      The original 1903 listed dimensions: LF 365, CF 546, RF 400  (all dimensions are in ft.) was taken from two sources-Green Cathedrals and Lost Ballparks.  These dimensions were used with a 1909 Sanborn (fire insurance) map of the ballpark site to derive a ballpark diagram.(1,2)  The land plat’s dimensions were taken from a 1903 New York Times article, and are consistent with the Sanborn map.(5)  Given the known distances of the plat it was possible to derive a scale for the Sanborn map.  All subsequent dimensions of the playing field were derived from the diagram, in conformance with available photos, data from the SABR HR log, and cross-checked against HR data by field (LF, CF, RF) from Larry Zuckerman’s extensive research.(6)  

      The evidence, in support of the original 1903 listed RF distance as being 400 ft, is limited to a single photo (Lost Ballparks p. 93).  This photo shows a fence located about 40-50 ft. in from (West of) Broadway, which on the Sanborn park diagram would make the fence about 400 ft. from home plate.  The problem is, as the photo in question is undated, the fence may have been built later than 1903 and/or may not have been used as an OF fence.  Thus the 400 ft. RF distance, (and the associated 546 CF distance), for Opening Day 1903 might never have existed.  The Sanborn map does establish that the RF 400 and CF 546 distances were possible.  The question of whether the RF distance was ever 400 ft., while both interesting and unproven, is not terribly important as only six games were played when the ballpark may or may not have been in this configuration.  The dimensional data shown below assumed the RF fence was never 400 ft.

      The 1903 LF distance (listed as 365 in the previously noted ballpark books) was confirmed to be 365 feet and the LF interior fence was estimated to have been at 79 degrees to the LF foul line.  It was based on the following: (1) photos which show both the RF and LF foul lines very near to the end of the 1B and 3B bleachers, and (2) the location on the Sanborn map of the 3B bleachers close to the park’s northern perimeter (168th Street).  Given this orientation of the foul lines the LF distance would be about 365 and with the LF fence located about 15-20 ft. in front of a second exterior LF fence (the perimeter fence along 168th Street). The RF distance, in use for the all but six games of the 1903 season was estimated as 300 feet.  The estimate was based on an analysis of the number and distribution of over-the-fence HR hit during the June-September 1903 time period (when the new closer RF fence was in use).(6)   

      This temporary RF fence must have been low in height to avoid obstructing the view from the 1B bleachers.  It is unclear if this temporary RF fence ran all the way to the LF fence, cut back in RC to the original CF fence, or intersected a CF diagonal fence. The fact that only one-inside-the-park home run (IPHR) was hit in the 1903 season suggests the RF fence extended to a CF diagonal as such a configuration would cut down on IPHR.  The estimated CF distance shown in the dimensions for this time period was based on the configuration with a diagonal CF fence.  Based on recent additional research on 1903/04 AL home runs and OF distances, the RF foul line distance in the Jun-Sep 1903 time-period was surely less than 330 ft. and could have been a bit less than 300 feet.  

     The 1904 RF distance of about 365 is known with greater certainty.  It was determined from the 1909 photo (Lost Ballparks p. 90-91) that shows the RF fence at the end of the RF foul line bleachers.  From the Sanborn map, which shows the location and extent of those bleachers, the RF fence must be very near 365 from home plate.  From photos of the RF fence or fences in later years it was estimated that the RF fence ran at 90 degrees to the foul line. 

The estimated RF distance of 365 (and the corresponding RC distance of 412) is generally consistent with the HR data.  All sources of HR data show a huge increase in IPHRs in 1904.(5,6)  There were 45 IPHRs in 1904 vs. one the prior season.  The IPHRs in 1904 were all to RF, RC, or CF.(6)  In the nine seasons (1904-1912) there were no instances of over-the–fence HR to RF.(6)     

       One can note that in this instance, in the Deadball era, the substantial increase in the RF distance at Hilltop Park between 1903 and 1904 was associated with a 194% increase in HR.  Photos of the ballpark dated 1909 (Lost Ballparks and Green Cathedrals) show a second higher fence behind the RF-RC interior fence.  A portion of this exterior fence was mounted on the western and southern sides of the CF clubhouse.  It is possible that the exterior RF fence was in use for 1904-08 and the interior RF fence not used until 1909.  If this were the case the RF distance would have been about 385 and RC well over 400.  The HR data could support either RF configuration.  For the 1904-08 seasons IPHRs at Hilltop averaged 26.8 per season (all to RF or CF).  For the 1909-10 years IPHRs fell to 19.8 per season.  This could indicate a closer RF fence in 1909-10 (thus fewer IPHRs)  or it could be due to a reduction generally in AL home runs and probably in IPHRs (total AL home runs were down about 5% even with the use of the cork center ball on a partial basis in 1910). 

     The low number of LF over-the-fence HR and the absence of IPHRs to LF support the LF distance of 365 and LC distance of 378 for the entire life of the park.(6)  A lessor distance would likely have been the cause of more over-the-fence HR (as was true at Sportsman’s Park in his time period) and a greater distance should have produced more IPHRs (in the entire life of the park there were virtually none to LF). 
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    Grandstand view, courtesy of the Franklin Digital Collection

     The RF to CF fence, which existed for 1904-10, most likely consisted of two sections, as shown in a photo (Lost Ballparks p. 94) with a kink in RC.  Incorporating this kinky feature into the park diagram produces a CF distance of 395 for 1904-10, which is consistent with the HR research.  With the construction of a new trapezoid-shaped section of CF bleachers for the 1911 season, the straightaway CF distance was noticeably reduced.  These CF bleachers replaced the prior CF diagonal fence (and also the dark hitting background) and ran from a point to the right of LC over to a point to the right of RC.  

     Thus the Hilltop Park CF bleachers were actually off-center to the right.  Using a photo from Green Cathedrals (1986 Ed. p. 104) it was possible to estimate the location and depth of the CF bleachers, and therefore the location of a new low CF fence that made up the front of these bleachers.(7) Dead CF was now only an estimated 370 feet from home plate.  Thus Hilltop Park in 1911-12 had probably the shortest CF dimension of any major league park then or since.  

     As 1911 was also the first full season to use the cork-center ball, over-the-fence HR to CF were now possible.  Research by Larry Zuckerman found that in 1911-12, with this revised CF configuration, over-the-fence HR to CF became the predominant type of HR at Hilltop. The low fence in front of the CF bleachers led to many bounce HR..  

     For the two seasons with this CF configuration, over-the-fence HR to CF accounted for the majority of the HR hit at Hilltop, and bounce HR made up the majority of the CF over-the-fence HR. (6) 

Dimensions:

Time Period
LF
CF         Rt. of CF
 RF

Apr-May 1903
412*
365
365*
395*

Jun-Sep 1903
390*
365
300*
390*

1904-10

412*
365
365*
395*

1911-12

394*
365
365*
370*



Backstop: All Years- 91  

*Estimated from park diagrams

Fence Heights- 

All Estimated  From Photos and Contemporary Descriptions

Time Period
LF
CF
RF

Apr-May 1903
12
12
12

Jun-Sep 1903
12
12
  3

1904-07

12
12-20
12

1907-10

12-16
12-20
12

1911-12

12-16
  3
12

Average Outfield Distances:

Time Period
LF
CF
RF

Apr-May 1903
367
410
383

Jun-Sep 1903
367
391
316

1904-10

367
391
383

1911-12

367
372
378

SOURCES

(1) New York Sun ,  Joe Vila,  Mar. 6, 1923, p.20

(2) Green Cathedrals, Philip J. Lowry (Rev. Ed.)

(3) Lost Ballparks, Lawrence S. Ritter, (1994 Ed.)

(4)  SABR HR Log data supplied by David Vincent of SABR

(5)  New York Times 6 April 1903,   “ For baseball grounds the field is certainly heroic in its proportions, as the following measurements will show: On One Hundred and Sixty-fifth Street the inclosure (sic.) measures 535 feet 7 inches; on Broadway its eastern boundary, it is 702 feet; along One Hundred and Sixty-eighth Street, on the north, it is 675 feet, and along Fort Washington Road, the western boundary, the length is 675 feet.  There is plenty of room inside the inclosure for home run drives, and it will require a mighty batsman to knock a fair ball over the fence.”  Provided on SABR-L by David Atkatz

(6) HR research by Larry Zuckerman of SABR from newspapers of the day.

(7) Green Cathedrals,  Philip J. Lowry, (1986 Ed.) Published by SABR,  p. 104


           Third Avenue between First &Third Streets

Washington Park –

Demolition of its wall, too?

© By Thomas W. Gilbert

(Continued from Page 1)

short-lived third major league, moved in. Historians are unsure how much of the current wall dates from the Dodgers era and how much dates from the Federal League renovation. 

        This means that the wall is either the oldest standing piece of a major ballpark in  the country or merely one of the oldest. Either way the wall has tremendous historic importance and should be left to stand exactly where it is now. Surely, it can be included in the new facility without much added expense. 

        An irony of this case is that when Con Ed first built on this site in 1926, it had the wisdom and good taste to preserve the wall out of respect for its historic value.

        Now, three-quarters of a century later, has it somehow become less historic?


The entrance, long since vanished,

was at Fourth Avenue &Third Street


The Story of the

Washington Parks

©By Neil DeMause

[Much of the text below can be read on the Forgotten New York website pages, along with many other intriguing stories. See http://www.forgotten-ny.com/STREET%20SCENES/Dodgers/dodgers.html]
Here, as near as I can figure it from piecing together various sources, is the story of the Washington Parks:

In 1883, Charlie Byrne opened Washington Park (then a two-decked wooden grandstand) for his Brooklyn team in the minor-league Interstate League. The next year, he moved his team to the American Association, then a major league competing with the National League. Byrne's Trolley Dodgers (renamed the Bridegrooms in 1888 because several players were newly married -- nicknames were pretty informal back then) played in Washington Park until May 23, 1889, when it burned to the ground. But within a month, Byrne had erected a replacement facility, this time with just one deck but an extra 400 seats, boosting capacity to a mammoth 3,000.

In 1890, the Trolley Dodgers jumped from the AA to the NL, intending to move as well into the new Eastern Park in East New York. However, this was the same year that a fledgling players' union split off and formed their own league, the Players League, and that league's Brooklyn franchise got a lease on Eastern Park first. So the Trolley Dodgers were stuck in Washington Park. (Meanwhile, the American Association hurriedly organized a Brooklyn team and had them play in Ridgewood, Queens.)

By the next year, the Players League revolt had been broken, and the Bridegrooms were free to move into Eastern Park. Washington Park was abandoned. 

Here's where things get murky
In January 1898, Byrne died, and his assistant Charles Ebbets took over the club. Because Eastern Park had high rent and low attendance, Ebbets decided to move the club back to Washington Park. 

Now, I have two sources (Bill Shannon's "Ballparks" and The Sporting News' "Take Me Out To The Ballpark") which specifically say Ebbets moved the team back to "Washington Park between 4th and 5th Avenues on Third St." But a third source, the "Encyclopedia of Major League Baseball Teams" by Donald Dewey and Nicholas Acocella, has this to say: 

"Within months the team had abandoned Eastern Park and was moved into a newly built Washington Park, erected across the street from the facility the Bridegrooms has played in for their inaugural 1890 season." 

So maybe this was the Third & Third ballpark, the earlier one was the one in J.J. Byrne Park, and Shannon and the Sporting News had just conflated the two? Ah, but there's more.

The Bridegrooms/Dodgers/Superbas
The Bridegrooms/Dodgers/Superbas played in this new Washington Park, with wooden grandstand and seating capacity of 18,000, until 1912, when they moved to Ebbets Field. One of the reasons cited (by Dewey and Acocella) for the move was that there was a row of tenements (known as the Ginney Flats) beyond the outfield wall that enabled spectators to watch the game for free from rooftops. (This was another common problem in the early days of baseball -- the Detroit Tigers fought a decades-long battle against "wildcat bleachers" outside their ballpark, before finally just buying up the lots and tearing the houses down.) But it wasn't the last of Washington Park. 

[image: image6.jpg]



             Washington Park, from a 1909 postcard (from Ron Menchine's book A Picture Postcard History of Baseball).
Washington Park Redux
In 1914, as Shannon writes:

"The Ward brothers of baking fame bought a team in the outlaw Federal League and decided to have it play at the old NL park, since most fans were very familiar with it. However, it was completely reconstructed by the Wards into a brick and cement building with some structural steel foundation. A twelve-foot-high brick wall was built around the entire park, the stands were almost completely rebuilt on poured concrete, and the centerfield bleachers were given a brick foundation."

So... was this Federal League park actually the one that has a portion remaining? (It says 12-foot-high brick wall, but it could easily have been 12 feet in some places and 20 in others.) For that matter, which block was this FL ballpark sited on? There's a photo of the 1914 construction in the Shannon book, and it certainly looks as if the whole place has been demolished and is being rebuilt -- there's a steel grandstand going up along what looks like the third-base line, right in front of the American Can Company building. (Which, if I remember right, is still there on the south side of 3rd St. between 3rd and 4th Avenues -- I'll walk down there and check to be sure.) 

If my geography is right, this would make the background of the photo the left-field/3rd Avenue wall, and there's no wall there in the photo that looks like the wall pictured on your site, further raising my suspicions that the wall there now did not belong to the Dodgers, but rather to the Brooklyn Tip-Tops, named for owner Robert B. Ward's Tip-Top bakeries.

Two more odd notes from Dewey and Acocella.

First off, they mention in passing that "Giants owner Andrew Freedman [persuaded] his City Hall friends to vote down a proposed subway station for Washington Park in 1898." Since subway construction didn't start until 1900, and plans to extend it to Brooklyn weren't even proposed until 1905, I have no idea what they're talking about -- an el station, maybe? 

The other tidbit is that the owners of the Tip-Tops built five 80-foot light towers at Washington Park during the 1915 season, in anticipation for playing night games on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays the following year. There was no following year, however -- the FL folded during the offseason.

The Old Stone House
Finally, a brief word about the Old Stone House, which just about every source refers to as being used as the Dodgers' clubhouse. But then we have New York City's official page on the stone house, which says: 

"By the 1890s the house had been demolished, but was rebuilt with the original stones in the 1930s to serve as a sports facility in the newly opened J.J. Byrne Park."

If it was demolished in the 1890s and not rebuilt until the 1930s, it could only have been the clubhouse for the first two Washington Parks (1883-89 and 1889-90), not the latter two (1898-1912 and 1914-15). 

It was destroyed, incidentally, according to "The Battle of Brooklyn" by John Gallagher (which I just happen to be reading now), "in a military demonstration of Gatling guns and buried during street grading and park leveling operations in the 1890s." They sure had a funny way of treating 200-year-old historic landmarks back in the 19th century.


Neil DeMause graciously consented to this virtual reprint, saying “Absolutely you may use it - I'm a big fan of SABR” 


Thank you, Neil!


1910“Championship of Manhattan”

The First Subway Series

Part Three: For the First Bragging Rights
© By Bob Golon

         Yankees and Giants fans could hardly wait for October 13 to arrive.  Finally, the two teams from Manhattan would be settling their differences on the field, and one set of fans would finally be able to lay claim to the ultimate bragging rights.  The oddsmakers made the Giants a slight favorite.  John McGraw intended to use his ace, Christy Mathewson, as many times as he could in the series, and Hal Chase was expected to counter with Russell Ford.  A crowd of nearly 25,000 crammed into the Polo Grounds to witness the first matchup, won by the Giants by a score of 5 to 1.

         Mathewson showed his post-season experience by out-dueling Ford, striking out 14 and scattering eight hits.  The Yankees took the lead in the second on two errors by first baseman Fred Merkle.  The Giants manufactured the tying run in the sixth on a bunt, a stolen base, a sacrifice, and a muffed fly ball.  Tension filled the air as the game moved into the eighth inning at 1 to 1.  Ford weakened, and the Giants broke it open with four runs in the bottom of the eighth, with the big blow a two-run single by Larry Doyle.  McGraw added to the tension by being ejected from the game in the sixth for arguing with Billy Evans over a call at first.  The Giants had a 1 to 0 lead in the best of seven series, but all of New York won, according to this account in the New York Times.

         “That particular brand of sport loving inhabitant who breathes, eats, and sleeps for baseball first, last, and all the time, had waited many long years for what  happened yesterday in the cool Autumn spectacle under Coogan’s Bluff.. At every season’s end since the American League established a team on the Hilltop the fans of Gotham have begged and prayed for the Giants and the Yanks to clash.  The collision didn’t arrive until yesterday, and the explosion which followed went thundering over Manhattan Island from one end to the other.”

         The series moved to Hilltop Park the next day, and the Yankees beat the Giants, 5 to 4, on a bases loaded walk to Hal Chase in the bottom of the ninth inning by pitcher George Wiltse.  The Giants jumped out to a quick 3 to 0 lead after three innings off of Yankee starter Jack Warhop.  The Yanks pecked away, and tied it at 3 to 3 after eight.  Manager Chase was once again involved in the rally when he was interfered with by third baseman Art Devlin as he was trying to score.  Umpire Billy Evans noticed the interference and awarded Chase home with the tying run.  The 15,000 fans who packed Hilltop saw their emotions go back and forth as the Giants immediately took the lead again in the top of the ninth on a double by the guilty Devlin.  McGraw’s men were three outs away from taking a 2 to 0 lead in the series, but Wiltse lost both his poise and the plate in the ninth, costing the game.  Charlie Hemphill had three hits for the Yankees.  

         On October 15, the largest crowd that had ever paid to see a baseball game in New York City, 27,766, crammed the Polo Grounds to witness what was probably the turning point in the series.  The crowd seemed evenly split between Yankees and Giants fans, and they were at a fevered pitch throughout this hard fought contest.  Louis Drucke started for the Giants and Hippo Vaughn for the Yanks, and neither would finish the game.  The Giants moved out to a commanding 5 to 1 lead after six innings, and appeared headed for an easy win.  The Yanks refused to go quietly.  In the top of the seventh, Drucke loaded the bases with no out, and McGraw showed his respect for the Yankees by bringing his ace, Christy Mathewson, out of the bullpen.  Matty got the first two outs, but Hemphill, who was emerging as the hitting star of the series, hit a two-run single.  Chase beat out a slow roller, scoring another run, and it was now a 5 to 4 Giant lead.  Mathewson got the last out, and rewarded McGraw’s confidence by mowing the Yanks  down in the eighth and the ninth.  

         The two teams battled to a 5 to 5 tie the next day at Hilltop, in a dramatic game filled with many lead changes.  The game was called due to darkness.  The Giants led the series 2 – 1 – 1.  More importantly, it enabled McGraw to come back with Mathewson without losing any ground in the series.  The great Matty responded the next day, easily beating the Yankees, 5 to 1, at the Polo Grounds.  Curiously, attendance dropped to 15,353.  Many blamed the cool October weather uptown.  The Giants now led 3 – 1 – 1, and were poised to take the series.  Again, the Yankees would not quit, battering the Giants in game six at Hilltop for Hippo Vaughn, 10 to 2.  The Yanks had 15 hits off of Ames and Wiltse, including three more for Charlie Hemphill.  

         The series stood at 3 – 2 – 1 for the Giants.  Mother Nature now intervened and gave the Yankees probably the most crushing blow by causing game seven at the Polo Grounds to be rained out.  The rain enabled McGraw to come back with Mathewson once again, and Matty proved to be the major difference in the otherwise even teams.  He beat the Yankees for the third time, 6 to 3, and counting his game in relief, figured in all four of the Giant victories. Chase gave a preview of his 1911 managerial ineptness by not countering Mathewson with his own ace, Russell Ford, starting Jack Warhop instead.  Warhop lasted only four innings before being  relieved by Ford, but it was too late.  The final game was played before only 4,439 fans, but all in all, the series was a huge success, drawing 103,033 fans.  That was a good number in the days of wooden ballparks.  The Giant’s winning share was $1,110 for each player, while the Yankees took home $706 each.  The first Subway Series was history, but New York hoped for more to come. 

And after the series?

What did Ruppert build forRuth when McGraw said, in essence,   “Find a new home”

      
[image: image7.wmf]
The Polo Grounds, left of the 155th Street Macombs Dam Bridge spanning the Harlem River (slightly above bridge line) and Yankee Stadium, right of the bridge (slightly below the end of the bridge line). The Hudson River is upper left corner.

  The Polo Grounds burned down in early 1911.  Yankees owner Frank Farrell showed his sportsmanship by allowing McGraw and the Giants to share Hilltop while the Polo Grounds was being rebuilt.  The Giants returned the favor in 1913, sharing the Polo Grounds with the Yankees until 1923.  In 1920, the Yankees purchased Babe Ruth from the Boston Red Sox, and that move altered New York baseball forever.  The Yankees immediately stole the Giants’ thunder, causing McGraw to basically tell Jacob Ruppert to find a new home for his team.  Find a home he did; directly across the Harlem River in the Bronx.  Ruppert built the most   magnificent ballpark ever, Yankee Stadium, and the Yankees celebrated its opening by winning their first World’s Championship in 1923, naturally against the Giants. 

 When you think of New York baseball, the term Subway Series immediately comes to mind.  For the next half-century, the Yankees, Giants, Brooklyn Dodgers, and the New York Mets would meet in fourteen World’s Series, with the Yankees winning eleven of them.  The 2000 Subway Series was the first since 1956, and hope springs eternal for New York baseball fans that the Yankees and Mets will be repeating their rivalry many times in the coming years. 
Bob Golon presented this as a PowerPoint Presentation at the National Baseball Hall of Fame in early 2001 to such enthusiastic acclaim that he has been invited to return there.


                                 [image: image8.jpg]


 

   Historic Moment for Frazee & Ruppert

    on May 2, 2002 in Westchester, NY


          Photo, courtesy of ©Marty Appel

       Deja-Vu all over again!

Marty Appel Public Relations 
 1214  West Boston Post Road 
  Mamaroneck NY 10543 


  (914) 235-4017

(914) 235-0884 fax 
AppelPR@aol.com

"Now Pitching for the Yankees" has been nominated for Baseball Book of the Year (Casey Award) and named best New York baseball book of 2001 by ESPN.com.
Following the Mets from Far Away

©By Jeff Shore

     I clearly remember when I became a Mets fan. It was a Sunday afternoon and the Casey’s Amazins’ were playing the Phillies. We had just gotten cable TV that brought Channel 9 into our house. As my Dad and I sat on the couch, we watched Jimmy Piersall lift a fly ball over the fence that turned out be his 100th lifetime homer. He promptly decided to take his stroll around the bases – backwards – leading one Mets announcer to suggest that he might not a Met much longer.

     He wasn’t. They waived him the next day. I knew I had to follow this team, which I’ve done for 40 years. I was sports editor of my high school newspaper in 1969 and wrote a column predicting that the Mets and Cubs would battle it out for the pennant. I was ready to put them at the top, but knew no one would take me seriously.

     As we wait out yet more labor strife among players and owners, it’s refreshing to know that once there was a team of ragamuffins that made sports history. I can every detail on that 100-62 team. But what made it most special was my relationship with GM Johnny Murphy. I wrote him letters offering my 17-year-old perspectives of player performances and front office moves. Mr. Murphy wrote back to me, offering his own perspectives. 

     I relocated to Houston in 1984, just as Doc and Darryl were making a name for themselves. In 1986 they had that fabulous season while the Astros surprisingly ran away with the West. Who to root for? Hey, I was a Mets fan before I came down and suffered mightily, and publicly (to everyone else’s delight) in 1985 when the Cardinals beat us for the East.

     Of course I was loathed by everyone I worked with, but I probably went to more Astros games that year than the rest of them, so don’t accuse me of being a front-runner. As I told them, winning 108 games means nothing if you don’t go all the way. As we know, the Mets haven’t won a World Series since then. The Astros still have never won a playoff series. I went to that first game in which Mike Scott beat Gooden and the Mets 1-0 on a Glenn Davis homer; I knew they might not beat Scott, but they could beat any of the other Astros pitchers.  

     Fast forward to July 26, 2002. I’m on the Jay Buckley Baseball Park Bus tour and we’re en route to Shea Stadium. My first visit there ever. As we drove toward the stadium we went past what had to be the junkyard capital of the world. Far off, I noticed the Unisphere still standing from the 1964 World’s Fair, my only previous visit to the site. Funny I never recalled “Bubbles” Bob Murphy talking about that when he was describing “beautiful” Shea Stadium. Once inside, I was shocked at the shabby infrastructure. It was the ugliest ball park I’d ever been to. All I could think is that they’re deliberately letting it run down so as to get a new stadium. And they should get one. 

     The Mets beat the Reds that night on Mo Vaughn’s ninth-inning single. How does that guy move? He’s huge. They quickly fell out of the wildcard race and left me with these thoughts: this is a team that spent a ton of money for over-the-hill players and now they’ve got no power, no speed, and no chemistry. They struck me as a bunch of guys who get together to play ball, then as soon as the game’s over, go their own way. That 2000 team was a fluke and now they’re playing up to their actual capabilities. Look for some big changes next year, starting with a new manager. Maybe Chris Chambliss? 

A Day at the Stadium

©By Tom Assicurato

    There we were in terrific reserved seats on the main level right behind home plate, my son, granddaughter, and I, all set to take in an afternoon game between the Yankees and Kansas City.

     The place was sold out, fifty-five thousand fans, the attraction was the lowly Royals who were close to last place in the AL Central division. So did all those fans come just to see K.C. who are going nowhere this season? No way. 

     It turns out that it was "Jorge Posada Bobblehead Doll" day and that really brings out the fans. Unfortunately my granddaughter didn't get at doll. She's old enough to vote. But fourteen thousand kids aged 14 and under got theirs.

     I had last attended a game at the stadium four years ago when that great '98 team had it's earliest playoff clinching date in history and it was a great game played against a super Seattle Mariner team with stars Ken Griffey Jr. and A-Rod. 

    This game didn't have that playoff excitement but Andy Pettite pitched great for seven innings and the relief corps did the job, especially "Mo" Rivera who was coming back from the D.L. The Yankees socked three dingers including a "Soriano Special" and they won 6-3.

     But those bobblehead dolls duly impressed. What a great craze to invade the stadium. 
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   John Vorperian’s Book Review [image: image10.png]



 
Reviews by John Vorperian.  He and his wife, Suzanne reside in White Plains, NY, with the USA’s most loveable felines Tiggie and Daisy. . A DH opponent, nonetheless he plays that position for the New Rochelle Bar Association Softball Team.  A starting flycatcher, John leads the squad in finding the warning track.

 
Vorperian is an active member of Professional Football Researchers Association, Society for American Baseball Research & coordinator for the Westchester (NY) Baseball Group. For more of his reviews see: www.johnnyvsports.fws1.com

CLEARING THE  BASES: The Greatest Baseball Debates of the Last Century by Allen Barra (Thomas Dunne Books) Cloth, 304 pages plus 24 b&w photosISBN: 0-312-26556-5 more info see: www.stmartins.com
     Which Superhero could hurl a no-hitter Green Hornet or Batman? Haven’t all baseball fans been tossed a Diamond imponderable and wondered how best to respond? Today, the key scribe for top-drawer sports analysis is Allen Barra. Mr. Barra’s insightful comments and opinions can be caught in The Wall Street Journal or on Major League Baseball Radio. For those of us reduced to mere spectators as the chatter rages at Society for American Baseball Research (SABR) Regionals or informal Hot Stove bull sessions CLEARING THE BASES comes to our entertainment and educational rescue.

   After reading CLEARING THE BASES you will view some Baseball Legends in a different way. In his lead off chapter Barra knuckles down on Baseball’s Savior and Greatest--Babe Ruth. The Bambino won’t be excommunicated from Cooperstown by Barra’s four myths about him, but following that initial passage perhaps you like Harry Frazee would have sold off the Babe from your team. Speaking of franchises, Barra names the most underrated team of the 20th Century. It’s a Senior Circuit club. He also daringly cites the Player of the Century. A Hall of Famer and position player, but not affiliated with the Pinstripes, Giants, Dodgers, or Red Sox. Williams or DiMaggio? Willie or Mickey? Russell or Chamberlain? Yes, he even goes into some novel arguments about Hoops and the Gridiron.

   CLEARING THE BASES will settle the score for a number of baseball debates and keep some going. Surely, after CLEARING THE BASES one will know how to support and argue his sports opine. Baseball is called "a game of inches" hence numbers matter. Statistics are paramount and where there are none—create. As a Fantasy Baseball game player there is a Barra promoted stat, he had a hand in designing and I have great respect for and urge other fans to track-SLOB. Slugging average times on-base average. Trust me you want to win get SLOBs on your team.

   So the next time you’re at a game between innings or waiting off a rain delay and somebody asks you a baseball imponderable. You can take a humor approach hey I hear The Human Torch can really bring the Heat. Or you can take charge in any baseball debate by CLEARING THE BASES and frame your argument from one of the best sports historian on the planet.

TAKING IN A GAME: A History of Baseball in Asia by Joseph A. Reaves (University of Nebraska Press) Cloth, ISBN: 0-8032-3943-2 more info see: www.nebraskapress.unl.edu
     What pops into your mind when baseball and Asia surfaces in sports talk?  Perhaps, there are flashes of Ichiro clubbing a hit, or Shinjo rounding the basepaths.  Pinstripe rooters may have thoughts of the pitching mound and what could have been.  What if Irabu had become a Bronx Bomber ace?  Or why couldn’t the rest of the 2001 Arizona Snakes hurlers been more like Kim?  The American pro sports star system may lend itself to the average fan thinking Major League Baseball is the only game in town.  Well, kudos to Joseph Reaves for going past mere Nomomania and detailing an entire global region and its majestic historical love affair with Baseball.

     TAKING IN A GAME: A History of Baseball in Asia goes beyond Mr. Baseball imagery.  Reaves reaches back to the 19th Century and drives into the 2000 Sydney Olympics bronze game contest between Japan and Korea.  During the American Civil War, Johnny Reb and Union troops eased themselves by playing baseball in their respective encampments.  And on the other side of the world in 1863 the Shanghai Base Ball Club is formed.  How about that?  1913 marks the Federal League’s birth here in the USA.  And the first Far Eastern games held in Manila.  A year before South Australia, New South Wales, and Victoria mold the Australian Baseball Council.  Intercollegiate Athletic Associations abound with the game in Japan, China, and Korea.

     Thanks to missionaries, diplomats, and sailors, baseball is highly touted and crosses cultural barriers.  Reaves expands when TAKING IN A GAME has been used for the political purposes.  Castro’s Curveball?  Revolutionary Sun Yat-sen notes pitching the orb as perfect cover for teaching hand grenade throwing.  Pele and Soccer may have ceased a battle for a day.  In Korea, Baseball can impact an entire Presidential campaign. TAKING IN A GAME helps all true baseball fans understand how and why the other side of globe has a passion for this great sport.

The Baseball Book Group meets every second Saturday each month at the Union Square branch

(33 East 17th Street, 4th floor) of Barnes and Noble in NYC on from 5:30-6:30 pm.

It’s free and the author usually joins us afterward for dinner and more Q&A!

July 13 - Al Blumkin and Harry Higham will talk about Cy Young: A Baseball Life by Reed Browning and discuss Dick Higham, player and umpire from the 19th century. 

August 10 - Paul Votano, author of Late and Close: The History of Relief Pitching, will discuss his book. 

September 14. - Sean Forman http://www.Baseball-Reference.com/ & http://www.BaseballPrimer.com/
and Tom Ruane http://baseballstuff.com/btf/scholars/ruane/index.html discuss their website writing efforts. Sean will speak about web design and Tom will share information about Retrosheet http://www.retrosheet.org/. 

The book Keep Your Eye on the Ball: Curveballs, Knuckleballs, and Fallacies of Baseball by Robert G. Watts, A. Terry Bahill, Terry Bahill is part of the talk as well. 

October 12 - Tim Wiles, author of Line Drives (coauthored with Brooke Horvath), will discuss his book.

November 9 -Gabriel Schechter, author of Unhittable! and Victory Faust, will discuss hie books. 

December 14 – Christopher Bell, author of Scapegoats, will discuss his book.
AUTHORS MAY CONTACT  ebegley2@juno.com TO ARRANGE BOOK DISCUSSIONS – 

ABOUT A DOZEN BOOKS ARE ORDERED, AND USUALLY 6-12 PEOPLE ATTEND.
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Exclusive Photos of Washington Park 


by Alan Gottlieb [see page 10 for photo links]





NY Chapter Fundraiser a HUGE $$SUCCES$S -Pg 2








Results of the NYC SABR meeting on August 7th, 2002 with representatives from Con Edison


and the local Community Board in Brooklyn





Four Con Ed reps met with SABR members from Manhattan, Brooklyn, New Jersey, and Westchester, along with  others who support preservation of the Washington Park wall. Con Ed reps assured all present that of the 4 buildings, #1 will remain untouched, regardless of what happens to Buildings #2, 3,and 4. 


Building #1 stands at the corner of Third Avenue and First Street, but it is not the oldest building, according to blueprints and recently discovered photographs of various interior and exterior angles, all uncovered by Alan Gottlieb. 


The Con Ed group was visibly impressed with the finds, and shared their own archived pictures so that both could be spread out around the table, and wanted attendees to be aware of their cooperation, as a team, to preserve what could be saved. [see page 10 for photo links]


When the older buildings had been cut for air-conditioning, no lintels were installed to strengthen the structure, so if one part of the connected buildings crumbles, all of it will fall. They have a common roof and a retaining wall (built in 1927, a year after Con Ed bought the site). 


Casey Stengel Chapter members asked for additional structural engineers to inspect the older buildings and determine the feasibility of options such as saving the arches (bricked now) and possibly more, depending on the soundness of structure within the remaining, attached 3 buildings, which have been in use continually and have lower floors than building #1 (storage) from sediment settling deep.


 Tom Gilbert also asked to see the inside of the 3 older buildings, remarking that he'd heard a ticket booth was within. A tentative inspection site tour has been scheduled for 9/12 at 4 pm.


On August 9th Keith Olbermann supported this effort in his WABC-radio “Speaking Of Everything” segment (both local and national radio networks). We continue to fight the good fight, and welcome your participation.














Current Editors -- Evelyn Begley, Frank Vaccaro


Editorial Consultants – Al Blumkin and Cliff Blau, 


Fact-checkers for historical accuracy





We welcome your articles!


 NY Baseball themes preferred





Send your submissions to: � HYPERLINK mailto:ebegley2@juno.com ��ebegley2@juno.com�


OR to � HYPERLINK mailto:vaccol@earthlink.net ��vaccol@earthlink.net�.





Or by US Postal Mail to 


E. Begley 625 E 14 St. NYC 10009





   THANK YOU to Frank Vaccaro for his Bob Davids research article on Page 1 of the APRIL Issue of You Could Look It Up.  





    Most readers – too many to list individually – remarked in awe that the exceptionally well-done piece mirrored exactly the writing style of L. Robert Davids himself!





    If you missed that Special Issue in April of You Could Look It Up, go to 


� HYPERLINK http://www.geocities.com/ebegley2/ ��http://www.geocities.com/ebegley2/� and click on the APRIL 2002 Issue. 


 


    Incredibly, Frank never met L. Robert Davids  … so his article reflects Bob’s love of research as well.








SABR members Tom Gilbert, leads Brooklyn Baseball Tours for the Brooklyn Historical Society, and seeks to save the wall of Washington Park, and Con Ed assured SABRites that of the 4 buildings, #1 will remain untouched, regardless of what happens to Buildings #2, 3, and 4. 


                Building #1 stands at the corner of Third Avenue and First Street in Brooklyn, but it is not the oldest building, according to blueprints and recently discovered photographs of various interior and exterior angles, all uncovered by Alan Gottlieb. [see page 10 for photo links]


The Con Ed group was visibly impressed with the finds, which provide evidence that this is THE OLDEST standing portion of a major league ballpark (dating from the 1898-1912 Dodgers era, before Ebbets Field).





WHERE ARE THE ORIGNAL WASHINGTON PARK PHOTOS?


	The many original, newly discovered Washington Park photos from the Alan Gottlieb Collection. Brooklyn, NY are 2MB+ each and would have made this edition too heavy and clunky for sending out via email, although they looked great and blended in perfectly with this issue. I wish I could have kept them in!


Because this newsletter is not supported by the Casey Stengel Chapter (I pay for the costs of publishing it and mailing it out in printed form), I had to decide if I wanted this issue to be 10MB+ with the Washington Park photos, or if I wanted it to be less than 4 MB, giving more people access to the content.


So, I set up a section on the Internet where you can view these precious, fascinating photos, all uncovered by professional Alan Gottlieb, who has given me permission to use them. Thank you, Alan. 


Go to � HYPERLINK http://photos.groups.yahoo.com/group/NYCSABR/lst ��http://photos.groups.yahoo.com/group/NYCSABR/lst� and enjoy the sharp, clear views of Washington Park’s grandstand, walls, and ceremonies on Opening Day on April 10, 1915. You will need to register only once (your name and gender, nothing more) at NYC SABR ‘s eGroup (it’s free) � HYPERLINK http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NYCSABR/?yguid=1470804 ��http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NYCSABR� and click on PHOTOS to the left of the homepage. 
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Historic Moment on May 2, 2002


(See PHOTO, left)





        Could SABR members arrange for the great-grandsons of Harry Frazee and Jacob Ruppert to meet? 


        They can and did, with that historic moment of the 2 men shaking hands at the conclusion of the "Dispelling the Curse of the Babe Myth" panel last night in Westchester. Marty Appel brought Jacob Ruppert IV to the talk to meet Max Frazee, great-grandson of Harry Frazee. 


        Tony Morante, chief Tour Guide at Yankee Stadium, began the panel by relating how he and Max Frazee met through a TV program about Greatest Deals of the Century (Sports: Babe Ruth being sold by Harry Frazee to the Yankees). Glenn Stout, author of Red Sox Century, revealed the enmity between Ban Johnson, the AL president who controlled most AL activity (trades, sales) and Harry Frazee, a young, independent, wealthy, self-made man with a golden touch in the theatre, Broadway and beyond.  


        Stout, who effectively dispelled the myth of Frazee's supposed blunder, named the timeline (No, No, Nanette was in 1924) as only one of a myriad reasons why the deal was not a blunder at all . Ruth's own behavior, in the years before he "became" Babe Ruth, had destroyed morale on the club, his public scandals, his refusal to pitch in 1919 after his hitting success, the homers that came in streaks, and other negative behavior by the Babe, led to his being let go. The newspapers in both Boston and New York were about evenly divided in opinion.


        Stout detailed the hatred Johnson felt toward Frazee after a series of events that thwarted Johnson's absolute control over the American League. The Red Sox, White Sox, and Yankees were the only 3 teams not under his control, and they traded with each other, even threatening at one point to leave the AL, and join the NL. He gave insights as well into the 1918 World Series, when the players threatened to go on strike during the 4th game, and Johnson promised "no retribution" if they played "for the soldiers in the stands" then he denied them any acknowledgement of having won the World Series.        


        Max Frazee spoke of being the family representative who went to Boston for the ceremony in 1994, when the Red Sox finally unfurled the 1918 WS Championship banner in Fenway. Up until 1994, every MLB Commissioner, from Judge Landis through Fay Vincent had rejected appeals to award the 1918 WS rings. Max was given a medallion pin, 75 years later.


Kudos to Marty Appel


for pulling off a public relations coup!!


Fantastic (
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