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SABR NYC REGIONAL  on FEB. 17 at FLUSHING LIBRARY

by Evelyn Begley

        We will be having our regional meeting on Saturday, February 17th at the Flushing Branch Library, not in Brooklyn Heights, and not on the last Saturday as we have had these past 3 years. All 3 years that I have been running the regional (with much-appreciated and welcomed assistance, of course), the room at the Brooklyn Library has been packed to capacity (100+ for all 3 years) and although I love the location and the staff there, we really have outgrown it. This year, Roberta Newman and I will be doing the regional and we agree that it is time to relocate. 

        So, the Flushing Library on Main Street in Queens (one block from the LIRR) is scheduled for our 2001 Regional. The address is 36-41 Main St. (#718-445-0800) and it is right around the corner from the Main Street station --- you know, the last stop on the John Rocker Line, #7 train.  For directions, please contact Burt Bloom (718-891-8396 or BurtPenguin@excite.com) or check out our webpage http://sabrnyc.freeyellow.com/. 

       The meeting will be from 10am to 5pm, and if anyone is bringing books to donate for our raffle, please let me know so that you can be allowed in at 9am.  In fact, if anyone wants to help "set up" for the meeting, you can be let in at 9am ---- just let me know first so I have a head count of how many to let in earlier than 10am.  You can meet Phil Goldberg in advance of the meeting to leave books-to-be-raffled with him. Contact Phil at bike21@worldnet.att.net to arrange the drop-off (and thank you!).

       Anyone can join Roberta and me on Monday, January 8th at 6pm for a regional planning session at the library (3rd floor) --- contact either of us for details -ebegley2@juno.com or Rjnewman111@aol.com and for those without e-mail, call me at 212-477-8809. You might like to just get an idea of the new setting beforehand!  You will need to register with Ross Adell at Rossmet@aol.com or 718-359-2033 at least one week in advance. You can still attend on the day of the event without registering but it's more considerate to let us know so that we can properly prepare the registration packets with all the correct number of enclosed xeroxes. Thanks!      

       Besides having  state-of-the-art audio/video equipment (including microphones that work), movie-theatre cushioned fold-down seats for well over 200 attendees, and a few meeting rooms, we will have a room for luncheon (we'll try to keep food costs minimal), for schmoozing, and for authors to sell their books. Any author, whether you are on a panel or not, can bring in books to sell.

 
  So far, we have George Robinson, author of On a Clear Day, They Could See Seventh Place (10 worst BB teams) as a panelist and will add a few more writers to the Authors Panel, preferably authors who did not appear last year (or who have a new book out). Last year's authors did not get an adequate amount of time to discuss their writing so this year, I want to be sure we have enough time to do justice to this vital demonstration of disseminating research. Please DO contact me if any writers out there are interested in being on the Panel, whether you are recently published or not.

       We expect to have cast/crew members of COBB, the play, as part of our "Baseball in Theatre and Film Panel", and SABR's new Executive Director, the son of (Washington Senators/Cleveland Indians player) George Case, Jr., will show film clips of his father. We will also have a Players Panel .

There will be guaranteed publicity from the Public Relations staff of the library in the local papers and other media. Care to discuss it, share ideas? Join the conversation at www.egroups.com/group/NYCSABR for all members of the Casey Stengel Chapter or go to SABR Forums (from www.sabr.org) where we have 2 NYC areas!!  

Thank you.
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Tribute to Carl Lundquist

©By Steve Nadel


A dear friend of the NYC Casey Stengel SABR Chapter, Mr. Carl Lundquist passed away on August 26th of this year. The following is some correspondence between Carl’s daughter Susan and me.

Dear Friends:
I am very sorry to be sharing with you that my sweet Daddy, Carl Lundquist died August 26th. He had a short illness called “old age” that he never gave into until the last few weeks of his life. I was with him at our hospice facility here in Port Orange (Florida) when he passed away, and I can tell you for sure that he was talking about a story that he had to write about our local Daytona Cubs and another about Joe DiMaggio right up until the end… 
I had a close relationship with him and will miss him very much.
Sincerely,
Susan Schwadron
Dear Susan:
I was deeply saddened this past Monday when I heard of your father’s death. I only met Carl a few times, but each time was memorable…

…Your father attended several of our SABR NYC meetings in the late 80’s. We held them at a little church in Queens. I was so impressed that your dad did not share the same opinions that other baseball fans his age did. He did not automatically call the modern athlete inferior. He was objective in his praise and criticism.
Carl and I talked on the phone after these meetings to discuss baseball and local SABR chapter business. In 1991, our chapter was awarded the National Convention. We had everything pretty much under control, except for our keynote speaker. Your dad came to our rescue. He went through his contacts and called in favors. He was able to land us Mel Allen, the legendary New York Yankees baseball announcer. It was a favor that I thought I was never going to be able to repay him.
Six months before the convention, Carl who was working for the Guinness Book of Records Company named me the 1991 winner of their “Big G” Award. He had it arranged that my name was announced at the annual New York City Baseball Writers Association dinner. This was a very big deal for a person who was sitting among many sportswriters that he had read for decades and major league players both present and past that he watched in person and on television.
I was just doing volunteer work for the SABR group. The fact that your father bailed us out a jam with our guest speaker situation made me want to give him an award.
Seven years later in 1998 I was able to do just that. I arranged for the Casey Stengel NYC Chapter to give its -highest award to Carl. When I informed your dad of his winning the award, he was so happy.

The following is the press release we used to tell people of this event: 
Carl Lundquist, a member of the Baseball Writers of America for 61 years has been selected to receive the SABR-NYC-Casey Stengel Chapter Meritorious Service Award. The award is given annually to a person who has gone above and beyond to help the NYC based chapter. Mr. Lundquist will be only the 16th recipient to have the honor bestowed upon them.
Lundquist, who was the National Baseball Editor for the United Press from 1943-1956, began his career as an associate member of the BBWA in 1937, covering the Minor League Kansas City Blues. He became a Major League writer in St. Louis, covering the World Champion Cardinals in 1942, after which he moved to New York with UP. The 84-year-old Lundquist, a member of the Brooklyn Dodgers Hall of Fame, also had the honor of representing the writers and SABR as the city of Daytona Beach celebrated Robinson's 50th anniversary of breaking baseball's racial barrier. The spring exhibition game, at the park now named for Robinson, took place on March 17, 1946.
His work, since he joined SABR in 1979, involved writing for its National Pastime and Baseball Research Journal Publications. Still active on writing assignments from his base in Port Orange, Florida, Lundquist contributed the lead article in the 1998 edition of the Baseball Research Journal. It highlighted Jackie Robinson's historic performance on the last day of the 1951 season when he knocked himself unconscious, stabbing a sinking liner by Eddie Waitkus of the Phillies, stopping a game ending rally. Later Robinson won the game with a homer in the 14th inning, giving Brooklyn a tie for the pennant and creating the renowned three-game playoff with the cross-town Giants.
In addition to his long list of wonderful achievements in the world of baseball, Carl helped out the NYC SABR chapter when it hosted the National Convention in 1991. Among his efforts was the tireless search to secure a keynote speaker. He arranged for legendary broadcaster Mel Allen to deliver an unforgettable evening of baseball stories. It is for that undertaking that Carl Lundquist will receive the meritorious service award.
"I've been proud to be in SABR's ranks, not quite as a charter member, still thrilled to record the deeds of the storied stars of my past to the not always beloved role players who are not always role models in this last gasp of the 20th century. God bless the Society of American Baseball Research," Lundquist said upon learning of his selection as the 1998 winner.
Must Have Been Something in the Air

©By Clifford Blau
Some strange things happened in the Brooklyn-Chicago game on May 15, 1902.  At least one was so unusual that no two observers could agree on exactly what happened.  Based on accounts in 3 New York and 3 Chicago newspapers, as well as the Sporting Life, here’s what occurred, as best as I can tell: the score stood 4-4 with 2 outs in the top of the 9th.  Brooklyn had runners on first and second with 2 outs when Jimmy Sheckard scorched  one to the right side.  Bobby Lowe touched the ball but couldn’t stop it, and the ball went into right field.  The runner from second, Hugh Hearne, headed for the plate while the Cubs’ right fielder, Williams, threw the ball in towards second base.  At this point, confusion set in, and as a result, the Superbas scored 3 runs.

One version of the story, courtesy of the Chicago Tribune, is that Lowe made a play on Hearne, and both teams thought that umpire Emslie had called him out at the plate.  Catcher Kling, perhaps having heard the call correctly, threw the ball to third, but the Cubs’ third basemen let it go and walked to the bench, thinking there were 3 outs.  Cozy Dolan, the runner from first, ran towards home to join the argument, but when Emslie made it plain that he had called Hearne safe, Dolan touched home for the second run.  Meanwhile, Sheckard continued around the bases while the ball lay in the outfield and scored the third run.  Some accounts say that Dexter, the third baseman, playfully interfered with Sheckard as he ran home, perhaps even jumping on his back.  This is interesting in the light of a play in the 12th inning, when Dexter tripped Dahlen as he was attempting to score from second on a single.   The umpire didn’t see that play, Dahlen retreated to third, and the Cubs scored in the bottom of the inning to win the game.

Fairly straightforward, it seems.  However, the play-by-play from the New York Evening Telegram doesn’t mention a play being made on any runner.  It rather vaguely states that Dolan scored when Williams threw the ball to Tinker, and that during an argument about Dolan’s run, Sheckard scored.

Then again, the reporter for the Brooklyn Eagle saw things very differently.  He claimed that Williams attempted to throw Dolan out at home on Sheckard’s double.  Dexter thought that Dolan had been put out, so when Kling threw him the ball, he tossed the ball to Sheckard as he left the field.  Sheckard then threw the ball into left and ran home for the final run while Dexter tried to tackle him.  This account is supported by one of the Chicago papers.

My best guess is that the Tribune’s story is the closest to what actually happened.  I’m not sure how to reconcile the descriptions of Sheckard throwing the ball into left field with this account, or why Dexter was interfering with Sheckard if he had gone to the bench, but it does jibe with the box score (including the one printed in The Sporting News), which doesn’t credit Sheckard with a double.  In fact, no error was charged on the play, meaning Sheckard made a round trip of the circuit on a ground ball to second, without benefit of an error.

 Thanks to Ted Turocy for his help in researching this play.
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       Lou Gehrig

    Yankee Clippings

     ©By Al Blumkin

The 2000 New York Yankees joined an elite list by recently winning their third straight World Series. The only other teams to accomplish this were the 1936-39 Yankees, the 1949-53 Yankees, and the 1972-74 Oakland A's.  This triumph was cherished by most Yankee fans because it was (a) at the expense of the Mets and (b) so unexpected.

The team ended the regular season playing like the 1962 Mets. They finished with an 87-74 record, which was fifth best in the American League behind Chicago, Oakland, Seattle, and Cleveland. They were seeded third in the AL post-season, and lost home field advantage to the other division winners. The post-season expectations were very low.

The Yankees beat Oakland in five games in the Division Series. They showed their mettle and experience by scoring six runs in the first inning of game five on the road and receiving stellar relief pitching from Jeff Nelson, Mike Stanton, and Mariano Rivera after Andy Pettite was removed.  They found the wild card Mariners waiting for them in the AL Championship Series and regained home field advantage. They knocked Seattle out in six games. The last game was a wild 9-7 triumph at Yankee Stadium which propelled them into the World Series.

The much-ballyhooed Subway Series was a bit anti-climactic. They disposed of the Mets in five games. The turning points were in game one when they overcame a number of Met mistakes during that five-hour plus marathon

and in game four when Derek Jeter hit Bobby Jones' first pitch for a home run.

The World Series win was the team's 26th. It was their fourth in five years. This may have been the last roundup for Scott Brosius, Tino Martinez, David Cone, and Jeff Nelson. The 2000 season turned out to be a glorious ride to an unexpected third straight World Series. 

Trivia Note: Paul O'Neill has played in 23 World Series games, including four with Cincinnati in 1990. He has been on the winning side 20 times. He is also the only player to play in three winning perfect games.  (Tom Browning, David Wells, and David Cone).
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Mike Frank’s GravesiteVisits

Where have you gone Joe DiMaggio?  And Ty Cobb and Christy Mathewson and all the deceased Hall of Famers?  Most are buried somewhere -- a few were cremated or otherwise lost.  An article in SABR in the early 1980's started me visiting graves of HOF'ers buried in the NY area. After going to the big ones, Ruth and Gehrig, I was running into wrong or incomplete information, so I stopped.  I visited presidents' graves (many are part of museums); in most cases I was all alone there to contemplate the president's career.

  Dave D'Antonio wrote Invincible Summer about visiting HOF graves, and thanks to Stew Thornley and the World Wide Web, more information was out there.  Since I had covered all the presidents, I went back to the HOF list, starting with those I could tie in to another destination in the direction, with or without other people.  When I went to San Francisco and Cincinnati to see the new stadiums, I visited Joe DiMaggio, Highpockets Kelly, Miller Huggins, and Waite Hoyt, all with NY connections.

  I've also called on some non-HOF'ers with interesting baseball connections like Chet Hoff and Powel Crosley and Saul Rogovin (who is near my father's). .I have not run into other fans in these travels; more typical is the couple who hadn't known Mel Allen was in the same cemetery where they were visiting relatives. I was so alone at DiMaggio's it was eerie. Varying degrees of help in locating graves, with or without maps, helpful cemetery employees or not, I continue .I don't expect to ever complete this project but I'll catch whom I reasonably can.

Note: Mike Frank’s photos of graves  throughout this newsletter are gratefully acknowledged. Below is HENRY CHADWICK            
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                                   John Montgomery Ward
New York Baseball Trivia

By Dan Dischley


1.  A veteran of 11 major league seasons, this man was on 7 Yankee pennant winners but played with 7 different teams in his last 5 years.  Who is he?

2.  This man was the only pitcher on the 1962 inaugural Mets to play with their first pennant winning team in 1969.  Who is he?

3.  His 62 appearances on the mound led the NL in 1947, and he was the Giants’ “stopper” with 10 saves that season.  Who is he?

4.  While no one can forget Bobby Thomson’s homerun off Ralph Branca in the final game of the 1951 play-offs, not everyone remembers the winning pitcher.  Who was he?

5.  While 15 men took the mound for the 1955 World Champion Dodgers, only one failed to record a decision.  Who is he?

6.  This Giant outfielder’s 9th inning inside-the-park homerun in Game #1 of the 1923 World Series defeated the Yankees.  Who is he?

7.  On April 18, 1962 this man hit the first Met pinch-hit homerun in team history and then repeated the feat 9 days later.  Who is he?

8.  A member of the 1911 pennant winning NY Giants, this man led the NL with 25 triples that season.  Who is he?

9.  This man appeared in 96 games for the 1965 Yankees but went just 5-for-27 in that span.  Who is he?

10.  This member of the 1939 Dodgers was tragically killed with 8 teammates in a bus accident while playing for Spokane in 1946.  Who is he?








Answers on page 11
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  Charles Ebbets

Brooklyn Journey Proves ‘Golden’ for Chicago Fan

©By Eddie Gold


The BMT train from mid-town Manhattan screeched to a halt at Flatbush Avenue.  I followed the flow of the crowd to Ebbets field, the storied home of the Brooklyn Dodgers.


Naturally, yours truly purchased a bleacher ticket, figuring it was the best spot to capture the atmosphere.  Upon my arrival, I glanced around the cozy, ancient ballyard where the Dodgers and Cubs were taking pregame practice.

This park was the scene where Mickey Owens dropped a third strike in the 1941 World Series; and it was where Babe Herman tripled and three Dodgers slid into third base on the same play in 1926.


One of the noticeable features was a high, concave wire wall that stretched from center to rightfield.  At the very bottom was that famed advertisement: “Hit this Sign and Win a Suit From Abe Stark.”


I couldn’t imagine anyone reaching that locale with Carl Furillo and Duke Snider patrolling that sector for the Dodgers.


The Brooklyn fans seemed enthusiastic enough, but there wasn’t enough of em this day.  It was June 19, 1952, and only 7,732 turned out to see their first place Bums/


I thought if the Cubs had Snider, Furillo, Roy Campanella, Gil Hodges, Pee Wee Reese and the rest of the Boys of Summer, they’d have turnaway crowds daily at Wrigley Field.


The contest was about to start.  Field announcer Tex Rickard sounded as though he was called train departures from a depot when he recited the starting lineups.

     The fans around me sounded strange—none could pronounce their “Rs.”  It was “Hodges of the Dodges.:  And Carl Erskine, the starting pitcher, was “Oisk.”


The Cubs starter was Warren Hacker and the Dodgers hacked him early.  Reese singled to leas off and later scored on a “Campy” homer into the leftfield stands.  Furillo followed with another homer and it was 3-0 Dodgers.

When ex-Cub Andy Pafko homered in the second inning, Hacker was relieved by Willard “The Knuck” Ramsdell, a well-traveled, chunky right-hander.


The sun hid behind the dark clouds and rain threatened when the Cubs came to bat in the third inning.  Oiskine retired the first two Cubs, but in his anxiety to finish the inning and beat the downpour, he walked Ramsdell on four pitcher.


At that time it seemed of little importance because Eddie Miksis grounded out to end the inning.  But it must be remembered that Ramsdell managed only one base hit that season in 18 trips for an .056 average.


Then came the deluge.


The rain delayed the contest for 44 minutes.  When play was resumed, Ramsdell matched Erskine pitch for pitch.  Only Pafko’s bunt single marred Ramsdell’s performance in 6.2 innings of work.


Meanwhile, Oiskine continued his no-hitter.  Dodger fans, though, were somewhat uncomfortable because the Cubs featured slugger Hank Sauer, who was leading both leagues in homers.  When the eventual National League Most Valuable Player of 1952 popped out in the seventh winning, a nearby fan chortled, “Hey, Sowah.  Where’s you powuh?”  Campy singled home another run in the eighth and it was 5-0 Dodgers going into the ninth.

Erskine didn’t have to diffuse any Cubs sticks of dynamite with Rob Ramazzotti, Ramsdell, and Miksis due to bat.


The Dodgers right-hander got second baseman Ramazzotti on a weak grounder.  Cubs player-managers Phil Cavarretta batted for Ramsdell and flied out.


Now, it was between Erskine and Miksis.


The crowd was on its feet, shouting “C’mon Oisk!”  Miksis obliged by grounding to shortstop Reese, who fired to Hodges.


It was all over.

Carl Erskine had retired the last 19 Cubs in order and was only a walk away from a perfect game.  IT was my lone visit to Ebbets Field and I had witnessed a no-hitter.


Attaboy Oisk! 
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Carl Erskine

This article is reprinted from the Chicago Sun Times

Jack Raybin (BlckCanyon@aol.com  or 212-576-1811) is coordinating  an upcoming documentary. "Black Canyon Productions and HBO Sports are producing a documentary on the 1951 Pennant race, concluding with Bobby Thomson's famous homerun. As part of our program, we're trying to locate any fans from the area with interesting stories, fans (both Dodger and Giant fans) who attended games during the 1951 season and the three game playoff, photos of the Giants and Dodgers (players and game action), home movie footage of any baseball action during that era, and any leads as to other people who might have information for us related to the show."  

Bob Allen (Lhadd@aol.com) is doing a film project (interviews of former Negro Leaguers) and would appreciate any help in this worthy effort!
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A Real Nineteenth Century Sportsman

©By Frank Vaccaro


        For all the fuddy-duddy 19th-century sportsmen who sat back in a lounge chair pontificating on the merits of good clean sport, there was at least one man who lived it: John "Bid" McPhee, the second baseman of the Cincinnati Reds who coursed around the base paths for 18 years like a springer spaniel puppy. The Casey Stengel Chapter takes notice of this recent Cooperstown inductee as he is the 26th native New Yorker to be so honored. No other state has 20.

        McPhee was a little 5'8" bookkeeper by trade with bright eyes, a square jaw, and a whimsical mustache with upturned corners. He played barehanded when ground balls

were "stingers" and when blood on a ball was not necessarily a reason to put a new one into play. McPhee made catches by clapping his hands over and under a ball, then seamlessly finishing the play with an underhanded throw. To take full advantage of McPhee's unbelievable catching ability, the Reds played on a well-rolled all-dirt infield - no grass - until early last century. As a result his lifetime fielding average at home is 10 points higher than on the road. He dominated the fielding statistics of his time as Ozzie Smith did. One century removed from his heyday, he is still top 5 in most fielding categories at his position.

        Never confrontational, never fined, never suspended, never ejected: McPhee went about his business in a quiet unassuming way and held the record for games played at second base until passed by Eddie Collins in 1923. His durability was attributed to his living at home in Cincinnati with his parents and not drinking or smoking. A 378- consecutive games played streak might have stretched to over 500 had he not been injured late in 1892 when the Reds were involved in a train wreck. After 1887 he filled the off-season barnstorming in California and then in New Orleans thus playing baseball continuously for 22 months. His hunting trips were legendary. After the 1894 season, he led a profitable 7-week hunting party up and down the St. Francis River in Arkansas shooting deer and duck.

        But you should have seen his head first slides! He flew through the air with his red-socked calves in trail and bounced off the infield dirt. In 1887 he played through a bruised thigh and his leg became so swollen and blue that doctors feared amputation. But McPhee got back in the game, thereafter often sliding feet first. 

        McPhee's size and habit of looking foolish on curve balls masked the fact that he was a quick, white-knuckle hitter when most players sacrificed power for contact. Of the 461 nineteenth-century position players with at least 500 career at bats, McPhee is in the top 28th percentile in total bases on extra base hits per at bat. Late in 1884 a career best 25-game hitting streak announced his arrival as a batter. After that he thrived hitting cleanup, lifetime .302, and sixth, lifetime .306. But one manager, Tom Loftus in the early 1890's, used McPhee primarily as a leadoff hitter with disappointing results: lifetime .256 and the franchise's worst 19th century finish. 
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       Shorter than Mel Ott, McPhee led the league in home runs one year and is 11th in all-time triples. He was the first National Leaguer to hit a home run on a Sunday (4/17/1892) and got the first world's series extra base hit (10/6/1882), if you consider that the first world's series. McPhee and Pop Smith are the only 19th century players to break up 4 no-hitters.

It was said the city of Cincinnati made the silk pennants but never won any. That wasn't exactly true. In McPhee's rookie year the brand new Reds in the brand new American Association won the pennant handily despite entering June under .500. McPhee was not even hitting his own weight, when on June 2, Philadelphia's Jack O'Brien slipped in a 4th-inning run-down.  After tagging him out McPhee stepped on his face cutting him ear to lip, breaking out several teeth.  The incident gave McPhee a little needed notoriety and the Reds, after a gruesome 30-minute game delay, won the first of 10 straight that propelled them into the lead for keeps.

      There were scant few more Red teams that contended in McPhee's career until Buck Ewing's appointment as manager in 1895. That year the team ran a close 4th until mid-August before losing 21 of 29. With Ewing on first base, McPhee, Germany Smith at short and Arlie Latham at third, it was the kind of finish you'd expect from the only all 35-year old regular infield in big league history. 


Looking back, fans think of the 1890's as the reign of Baltimore and Boston, but for the next three years, Cincinnati was actually the mid-season favorite to win the pennant.  McPhee batted 3rd and cleanup and had some of his most productive seasons. In 1896 the Reds went 34-6 through most of July to build up a 5-game lead over Baltimore. Then a horrifying 11-game losing streak knocked them down to 3rd place. It was said that teams played extra hard against the Reds to deny Ewing a chance t finishing "in the money" because Ewing had hurt an effort by the players to start their own league in 1890.

        In 1897 the Orioles opened the season 19-3 and the Reds 16-7 when the two teams met in Cincinnati. The Reds won the first 2 games. Looking for a sweep Bid McPhee tried to score in the 1st inning of game 3 and crashed into Wilbert Robinson at home plate. McPhee was safe but his spikes embedded in Robinson's knee giving the future Dodger manager a permanent limp. McPhee's ankle was so severely sprained on the play that both titans were carried off the field to miss most of the rest of the year.

 
In 1898 McPhee ascended to the captaincy of the team and the Reds put together their all-time best June 1 start (27-7). They held 1st place for 112 consecutive days as the injured McPhee led with inspirational play. With Boston and Cleveland both playing .600 ball and battling for 2nd place right behind Cincinnati's heels, McPhee pulled off the greatest defensive play of his career July 3 when speedster Tommy Dowd grounded a base hit to the right side. From shallow right field McPhee lunged and slapped the ball handball style to Jake Beckley at first base to gain an eyelash decision.

        The play capped his playing career. Newspapers referred to him as "a wonder." On August 27, Jake Beckley's season ended after a collision with Nap Lajoie and without him the Reds finished 1898 in a panic while Boston went 31-5. McPhee never captained again, but remained the first-string second baseman of the Reds until March 20, 1900, when he unexpectedly announced his retirement. "I am not in position to throw a handsome salary over my shoulder," he said, "yet I feel I cannot do myself or my employer justice."

After a near last-place finish, McPhee was hired as manager of the Reds in 1901. His energy and enthusiasm had the team in 1st place on June 9 when a surreal 25-13

loss to the Giants started a 10-game losing streak. McPhee was fired July 11, 1902 his team deep in the 2nd division while the American League threatened expansion into Cincinnati. Three weeks later McPhee got married while the team was on a road trip. He was an unofficial scout for the Reds until 1910 when he signed officially in that capacity, pitcher Rube Benton being his most noteworthy find.
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        Much has been made of McPhee not wearing a glove until 1896, a fact that makes McPhee the last barehanded major league infielder. This came about due to a long- running feud with Charlie Comiskey and 2 headline-making fistfights. For years Comiskey had ordered his St. Louis Brown players to knock McPhee down on double plays. Yet the fights were not between McPhee and Comiskey: they were between professional boxers in New Orleans between the Fall of 1892 and the Spring of 1893.

        Baseball adopted the glove when boxing did. The first title fight in boxing history with gloves occurred September 7, 1892 when champion heavyweight John L. Sullivan

agreed to fight the smaller but "scientific" fighter Jimmy Corbett. Corbett won. This was followed by the first successful title defense with gloves, March 8, 1893 when middleweight Robert Fitzsimmons dropped Australian Al Hall in 4 well-hyped rounds. Within days, baseball's spring training camps opened and nearly every player practiced with a glove. McPhee didn't plan it, but he was baseball's only big star to sit out all of spring training in a contract squabble with Comiskey, then manager of the Reds.  When McPhee rejoined the team in April, he continued barehanded rather than learn something new in a short time period.  When McPhee did switch to the leather in 1896 he set a fielding percentage mark that lasted well into the 20th century.

        He moved to the West Coast in 1917 and died there January 3, 1943. His 98-year wait to enter the Hall of Fame is yet another record.

World Series Viewed from Cooperstown by Tom Simon
        Last night I had the privilege of watching Game 1 of the World Series in the Plaque Gallery at the Hall of Fame in Cooperstown.  In a relatively new tradition, the HOF opens up to HOF members for important games (e.g., the All-Star Game and Game 1 of the Series) and the only money you can spend is $5 for the ticket.  Games are shown on a large screen TV, and there's free ballpark food and soda.  Between innings they held contests and gave away prizes, including two pairs of tickets to later games in the Series.  Nearly everybody won something.

Aside from being at Yankee Stadium, I can't imagine a better place to watch the game.  I plan on making this a tradition and encourage other SABR members to do so also -- but get your tickets early (at least a month ahead of time), because the event sells out quickly.  

NOTE: If anyone likes the idea of planning to see Game 1 of 2001 in Cooperstown, please let Evelyn Begley know so we can plan a group drive up there, since B&Bs and hotels are cheaper in October. We can also attend the Cooperstown regional if it is again held at that time.
New York Minor Leagues

©By Anthony D. Yandoli


Fans of New York City baseball can be extremely proud of the on-the field performance of our major and minor league teams. The Yankees and the Mets headed for post-season play once again. We also can be very proud of our minor league teams. The Staten Island Yankees were the Single-A Penn-League champions of 2000 in only their second year of existence. Their inter-borough rivals, the Queens Kings, made a very strong showing in their first (and only) year of existence by making the playoffs as well. Aside from the statistics which can be calculated to support claims of better teams and players, how well did these teams fare in bringing to us, the fans, not only a quality product, but a family and fan friendly atmosphere?

From a personal standpoint, I have seen the fan-friendliness of the major-league product diminish quite substantially over the last fifteen years. The ticket price of a regular season game has quadrupled in fifteen years. Fan access to desirable seats has also diminished. First the availability of field box seats disappeared, then the availability of anything between home plate and third base or first base except those “nose-bleed” seats has all but disappeared.  Only those willing to shell out several thousand dollars for full season tickets can have those desirable seats. Your average fan, who loves the team as much as or more than the corporate full season ticket holder, can no longer see a game from there. Your children want autographs or maybe to catch a foul ball during batting practice, or perhaps see the field up close before the game? Well, you can all but forget it unless you want to be squeezed into the outfield corners with everyone else.

Is all hope lost? Absolutely not. Where the major league teams have forgotten about the average fan, the minor league teams try to capture what made baseball fun in the first place. You want to see the game up close? Catch a foul ball? Get an autograph? Shake hands with the team mascot? You want to not get ripped off on ballpark food? How about getting your children interested in baseball the way you were when you were their age? Well, go to a minor league or even an independent league baseball game. You might just leave the game as excited as the kids.

[image: image7.jpg]



George Kelly
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A Night at the Ballpark

©By Frank Priegue


Minor league baseball has enjoyed renewed popularity in the last ten years.  The rising cost of a major league game gave fans a reason to look for an alternative.  Promoting and marketing a minor league team is as important as the game on the field.  Minor league affiliates have no say in personnel decisions—the players are the property of their Major League parent clubs.  Since they can lose their best players at a moment’s notice, minor league owners do not market the players on the field—they sell atmosphere.  

The atmosphere found at any successful minor league operation is the result of tinkering and communication.  Staff meetings are held year round looking for new and different promotions.  Every fireworks show or bat giveaway has a sponsor paying to have its name associated with it.  It is the creative promotions that bring people back.  Here are a few examples.  The Altoona Curve held “Get Hitched at the Curve Night,” which featured a post-game wedding at home plate.  As fans entered the ballpark they were given wedding programs; 6,200 fans showed up for the game and about 3,000 stayed for the wedding.

During their 34-year affiliation, many Philadelphia Phillies ballplayers have stopped in Reading, Pennsylvania on their way to The Show.  The Reading Phillies management is proud of its baseball roots.  Throughout the narrow concourses of GPU Stadium are photos and other memorabilia of past Reading teams and ballplayers such as Mike Schmidt, Greg Luzinski, and Ryne Sandberg.  During the season, the fans may get to see former Phillies players.  They may see Bill Robinson challenge Boog Powell to a game of home-run derby, or Larry Anderson lead a team of local celebrities, against a team led by Tug McGraw.

The Portland Sea Dogs have been affiliated with the Florida Marlins since 1994.  While they do not yet have Reading’s tradition, they do not lack their imagination.  Every season since 1997, they have held a Field of Dreams promotion for Fan Appreciation Day.  Before the ballgame, the ballplayers come through the corn, like the players in the Kevin Costner movie.  They wear the uniforms of the 1927 Portland Eskimos.  As they walk in from the outfield, many of them have their gloves through bats—just like many of us did when we played in Little League.  The players then climb into the stands and each goes to a pre-designated section to meet the fans.  They shake their hands and thank them for their support.  That is something, which no longer happens at the big-league level.

[image: image8.jpg]



Frank Priegue is a freelance photographer and writer.  He is currently working on a book on Minor League Baseball titled Two Steps Away.  He has a website www.twostepsaway.com  If you wish to contact him you can email him at twostepsaway@erols.com.
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Member profile: Roberta Newman
Profession: Master teacher of Cultural Foundations at NYU

Callings Writer, digital artist, and avid critic and

consumer of pop culture
     At the age of 44, I have found my inner child – and he is a ten-year old boy.  Actually, it all started four years ago.  After years of claiming I would never fall prey to the lure of spectator sports, under the influence of my athletically challenged son, the then eight year old little leaguer, and my 11 year old daughter, and to the amusement and occasional dismay of my husband, I discovered my true vice (virtue?),  the one that we SABR members presumably share- baseball.  With it, I also found what I consider to be my calling, writing about the relationship between baseball history and the larger American culture.

     
[image: image9.wmf]
I Just Put On My Travelin’ Shoes (Cooperstown, 2000)

Digital collage by Roberta Newman

A lifelong New Yorker and a devoted Brooklynite, I grew up just a stone's throw away from the late, great Ebbets Field.  Alas, I was born too late.  Just six months

after I arrived in the 'borough of churches,' the Bums left town.  I will not comment on any possible connection between the two events.  Still, many of my fellow Brooklyn dwellers, particularly those who've been around the borough as long as I have, react with dismay when I announce my devotion to the Yankees.   Indeed, I am perceived as a traitor to everything that living in Flatbush represents.  So be it.  The girl can't help it, neither can her inner ten year old boy.


What did I do during all those years walking around with that so recently filled empty hole?  I vacillated between my other loves, the visual arts and writing.  So 

torn between the two was I (am I?) that I have a BFA in Illustration from Parsons and a PhD in Comparative Literature from NYU. My specialty, bb (before baseball, that is), was exploring the connections between horror fiction and religious history.  I still teach a course called Horror and the Supernatural in the General Studies Program at NYU, where I also regularly hold forth in core Cultural Foundations and Humanities classes.  


I also still create visual images, but now, I use a 35mm camera and a computer.  With the help of my trusty scanner and the digital artist's best friend, Photoshop, I make collages.  I've recently finished a series based on my pilgrimages to Cooperstown, which I undertook while researching and writing a piece on the Baseball Hall of Fame as a traditional pilgrimage site in the mold of medieval European pilgrimage destinations.  I also try to keep my chops up by laying out this newsletter.


With me, my children, now 12 and 15, and my long suffering husband live a golden retriever, who would make a great middle infielder if he would only learn to throw, and two Himalayan cats—them and that inner child, who my best friend’s husband calls “the boyhood friend I never had.”
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_                       News at Ten ___________
      NYC SABR on Cable TV: Baseball Plus


Every Monday night at 7:30 on (Manhattan's Time Warner) Channel 56 and (RCN's) Channel 108, our SABR show called, BASEBALL PLUS, airs weekly through June 18. Does anyone want to see another NYC SABR show on TV in the fall? It’s free for us. If so, please send suggestions and ideas for content to Evelyn Begley at ebegley2@uno.com or call 212-477-8809. 
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SABR Activities in Westchester, NY

by Kenneth Matinale

Our monthly meetings usually start at 7:00 PM at Greeenburgh Town Hall, Greenburgh, NY 100A (Knollwood Rd) & 119 (Tarrytown Rd.) across from Staples, Exit 4 off Interstate 287 (Parking in back near entrance)

Contact persons: Ken Matinale 914-422-1518 (email: ken_matinale @yahoo.com) or Frank Jazzo 914-949-2971 or John Pardon 914-737-1265. The Westchester meetings have been presenting research nuggets for NYC-area SABRites all year long. Since the last. Since the last newsletter (June 2000), these have been some of the speakers and their topics:

Thursday, July 6, 2000

Bob Golon: 1910 – The First Subway Series

After a decade of bad blood between John McGraw’s New York Giants and the upstart New York Yankees, the two teams finally agreed to meet in a best-of-seven, post-season series. But this was not your typical exhibition series. It was sanctioned by the National Commission, the then ruling body of Major League Baseball. Business managers were appointed and regular umpires assigned. There would be winning and losing shares for the players, and they fought for the wins accordingly. It was billed as the “Championship of Manhattan,” drawing large, enthusiastic crowds of partisan fans . 1910 was the first ever Subway Series and would set the stage for the many that followed.” Bob’s written version of this event appeared on YankeeXtremee.com on June 9,10, and 11, to coincide with the Yankees/ Mets weekend series.

Thursday, August 10, 2000 – SABR was founded on this date in 1971; our own John Pardon was a proud participant and spoke about it locally at our meeting.

Doug Pappas –reprised his winning presentation at the recent SABR national on ejections. Doug first tried out his material at a January SABR meeting in Westchester. He was lively and entertaining.
Cliff Blau  - discussed Retrosheet, computerized play-by-play data. Amazingly, nobody in the audience had ever used the data. Cliff included examples of how the game has changed. For example, 100 years ago there were few double plays and few forceouts. Check out Retrosheet at retrosheet.org and consider volunteering.

Thursday, September 14, 2000

Steve Nadel – Pitchers with 15 wins in a consecutive seasons. Greg Maddux was featured.Steve also spoke about teams that had at least a .667winning percentage.

Michael Mavrogiannis – Minor league ballparks he had visited,

Eric Weiss –“An Eye for an Eye: Retaliation in Major League baseball” Do pitchers who hit a lot of batters tend to get hit a lot themselves? Inspired by Clemens hitting Piazza. MUCH discussion followed.

(No meeting in October)

Thursday, November 9, 2000

Carroll Zahn – “Net bases per out” – an accurate offensive productivity measure?

George Sommerfeld  - “So you think you know the rules?” Inspired by two plays in Game One of the World Series.

Thursday, December 7, 2000
John Vorperian “The Ultimate List of Westchester Ballplayers” A compilation of those born in the County who made it to the Show. Also, pros who were suddenly and finally tagged out (i.e. died) within Westchester.

Bob Greiner – “Has the Game Changed??? Have the Players Changeds??? Insights from the Dugourt.”  

Note – Baseball Head Coach Robert Greiner recently managed Concordia College (NY) to two (2) consecutive New York Intercollegiate Athletic Conference titles. His teams routinely journey to the NCAA Regionals. Under his piloting the Clippers have winning marks. His scouting/recruitment ability is renowned. Birddogs make the trip to Bronxville and can be found along the chainlink fence at Rose Avenue on game day.. The last MLB draft confirms Greiner’s talent as the Detroit Tigers selected Concordia Senior Mark Mocchia (Yonkers/Infielder).


GROUP  TOUR of YANKEE STADIUM

How many people are interested in taking a tour of Yankee Stadium tour? Tours can be reserved for groups of 12 or more. Tour guide Tony Morante, a SABR member, can be e-mailed at tmorante@yankees.com, and there are 2 types of tours, the basic $8 one (dugout, press box, clubhouse, scoreboard operations, Monument Park, Yankee history) and the newer $15 one (Basic, plus film and Suites). If a group of "Caseyites" wants to go together, please let Tony know; perhaps we can plan an event around it!

Met Matters

©By Ross Adell


Top 5 Starting Pitching ERAs(Teams) For The National League 2000 Season

Atlanta
4.06

New York
4.07

St. Louis
4.21

San Francisco
4.28

Los Angeles
4.28

Mets 2000 Starting Pitching

Pitcher
Starts
W-L-ND
WPCT
Team Record
WPCT

M. Hampton
33
15-10-8
.600
20-13
.606

A.Leiter
31
16-8-7
.667
21-10
.677

R.Reed
30
11-5-14
.688
21-9
.700

G.Rusch
30
10-11-9
.476
14-16
.467

B.J.Jones
27
11-6-10
.647
14-13
.519



Armando Benitez had 41 saves in 2000, setting a team record. The old mark of  38 was set by John Franco in 1998. Benitez saved eight of Mike Hampton's 15 victories. Here is the complete list :

Pitcher
Saves
Pitcher
Saves

M.Hampton
8
J.Franco
3

A. Leiter
6
BJ Jones
3

G. Rusch
5
P.Mahomes
3

T.Wendell
3
R.Reed
3

D.Cook
3
R.White
2

Mike Piazza just edged out Edgardo Alfonzo for the team lead in batting average in 2000:


H
AB
AVG

Piazza
156
482
.3236514

Alfonzo
176
544
.3235294

Piazza became the 5th player in team history  to lead the club in home runs, runs batted in and batting average in one season. The complete list:

Year
Pitcher
HR
RBI
AVG

1967
Tommy Davis
16
73
.302

1971
Cleon Jones
14*
69
.319

1989
Howard Johnson
36
101
.287

1995
Rico Brogna
22
76
.289

2000
Mike Piazza
38
113
.324

*Tied with Tommie Agee and Ed Kranepool
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YOU COULD LOOK IT UP!!!

Did you notice the new Newsletter name? We asked you to send in suggestions for a title of the NYC SABR Casey Stengel Chapter newsletter and 27 people responded, offering 23 titles: Around The Horn, Bases Full, Batter Up, The Bull Pen, Casey At Bat, Casey's Corner, Diamond Briefs, The Diehard Newsletter, The Fan Favorite, Gameday, Hard Cheese, Here's The Pitch, The Hot Corner, The Knickerbocker Notes, NYC SABR Casey Stengel Chapter Chatter, On Deck, The Payoff Pitch, The Perfesser's Tutorial, Running The Bases, Stengelese, You Can Look It Up, You Could Look It Up, and The Windup.

Two members suggested "Stengelese" and four people suggested "You Could Look It Up". No manual recount was necessary. Thank you to all 27 respondents! 

There were 34 people who sent in $3 for the next 3 issues of You Could Look It Up, so they (and each contributor to the spring issue) will get the newsletters in 2001 by snail-mail. Roberta Newman and I (Evelyn Begley) will continue to produce You Could Look It Up, then send it to Steve Nadel for posting to our local website. 

Not everyone in NYC and its area has access to a computer and the public libraries are often inconvenient for older members (especially in winter) so if you wish to get You Could Look It Up by U.S. mail, send your $3 subscription   (make out check to NYC SABR) to Ross Adell, 141-10  28th Ave., Flushing, NY 11354).  If you want the newsletter but the $3 is a bit much, then contact Evelyn Begley (625 E. 14 St., NYC 10009) for options.

Anyone may contribute to our newsletter! Please send me your ideas, especially if you have not yet contributed to your newsletter. I welcome all suggestions. 

Thank you, everyone!




     Evelyn Begley

       

       Joe Di Maggio 
[image: image14.jpg]


                  


Calendar of Events

  

Every SECOND Saturday at the Union Square Barnes & Noble (33 East17th St.), the NYC chapter of SABR hosts a BB Book Reading Group and we try to have, at least once a year, a non-author because that was how the group began and we want to remember our beginnings. Any member wishing to discuss baseball books/topics may contact me at ebegley2@juno.com at any time. The upcoming schedule, which is updated at www.sabr.org and at http://sabrnyc.freeyellow.com/ is free and open to everyone:

   Jan. 13 --- Jim Kaplan, author of Lefty Grove, American Original
 Feb.10 --- Al Blumkin will discuss David W. Anderson’s More Than Merkle, Larry Ritter’s The Glory of Their              Times, and   The Unforgettable Season: 1908 by G.H. Fleming.

   Mar.10 --- Ed Ward, author of Where Memories Gather : Baseball and Poetry

   Mar. 24 --- Greg Spira, Matt Silverman, and Jed Thorn discuss Total Baseball and Total Baseball Trivia

   Apr.14 --- Doug Lyons, author of Curveballs and Screwballs


NOT TO FORGET --- Steve Nadel’s heroic efforts all along on behalf of our local website, which is at http://sabrnyc.freeyellow.com/ and which continues to serve members. Steve has linked the local NYCSABR eGroup, the Westchester meetings, the calendar of events, Regional meeting updates,  etc. to our website.

In 2001, You Could Look It Up will be sent out by snail-mail only to subscribers and to writers who contribute to future issues.  Others may view it on the website.    Thank you, Roberta Newman, for your invaluable skills and talents in designing and producing this newsletter!
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 	EVERYONE can join in the egroup we have at � HYPERLINK http://www.egroups.com/group/NYCSABR ��www.egroups.com/group/NYCSABR� and we hope that you do visit us at least once!! 





 	It is a perfect way for all of us to discuss anything that is happening in NYCSABR.  You just register (free) then the email comes through your regular service so you don’t have to go  “online”  to get it.   Please voice your thoughts and we can help each other and our chapter by sharing ideas.





One topic we can discuss is Should we continue with our cable TV show “Baseball Plus”?





Another topic is chapter officers ---- quite a few members have asked me why the New York chapter does not have a President, VP, Treasurer, or Secretary the way other chapters do. Let’s discuss it!


	


Why not can share information about local baseball events that are going on, or about planned trips, like to Cooperstown, or a baseball outing, and items of interest to NYC-area SABR members?





	Your views do matter. If you have any qualms or questions, please contact me at � HYPERLINK mailto:ebegley2@juno.com ��ebegley2@juno.com� or call Evelyn Begley at (212) 477-8809.


  Welcome!!


        





Answers to New York Trivia Quiz on Page 4





1. Billy Martin 


2. Alvin Jackson 


3. Ken Trinkle 


4.Larry Jansen 


5.Tommy Lasorda 


6. Casey Stengel


7. Ed Bouchee 


8. Larry Doyle 


9. Ross Moschitto


10. Chris Hartje








NOTICE :  	 FOR NEW MEMBERS:�Welcome to the Casey Stengel Chapter of SABR !! We are a very casual, friendly group and encourage you to take advantage of some (free) chapter offerings such as joining our eGroup where we discuss planning, needs, ideas, policy, events, anything...�HYPERLINK "http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NYCSABR"��http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NYCSABR�, and borrowing cassettes of our chapter regional meetings, which have been videotaped the last 4 years, and also getting the 4 printed (hardcopy) Chapter Newsletters (the last one is posted to our website �HYPERLINK "http://sabrnyc.freeyellow.com"��http://sabrnyc.freeyellow.com�). We also have (again, free) videos of several National Conventions, SABR's 25th Anniversary in Cooperstown, and a variety of SABR-related, recorded events. ALL previous e-News can be forwarded to anyone wishing to know about Chapter News previous to this eNews. Just let me know you'd like them; Thanks. :>) Evelyn Begley
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