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Chapter Meeting

Saturday, February 26th,

10am-5pm in Brooklyn Heights Library

 
The Casey Stengel Chapter will hold its Saturday, February 26th regional at the Brooklyn Heights Public Library (280 Cadman Plaza West) from 10am to 5pm.


Former major leaguers Jerry Casale and Nick Testa are the expected guest speakers during the meeting. Jerry, known for his wit and storytelling, pitched for the Red Sox (1958-1960), the Angels (1961), and the Tigers (1961-2). Nick, a “one-game wonder”, caught for the San Francisco Giants in 1958.


Two “Caseyites” attending are paisans Ted DiTullio, who remembers vividly the days when Nicky, as Ted calls him,  demonstrated outstanding  baseball skills at Columbus H.S. in the Bronx, and Vince Russo, who recalls the wit and style of Brooklyn-born Jerry Casale.


Today, Jerry entertains diners at Pino’s, his restaurant on 34th Street in Manhattan, where several Caseyites dined one recent Saturday evening and found the food fantastic.



Nick has been the much-loved bullpen coach for both the Mets and the Yanks. Nick said this is the first time in 10 years that he will miss Spring Training ---- which is why SABR NY will have the privilege of seeing and hearing him on the 26th.



Robert “Bob” Scott, Ernest Burke, Mamie “Peanut” Johnson, and Pedro Sierra are 4 members of the Negro Leagues Panel so far, along with non-player panelists Kit Crissey and Joe Dorinson. Scott pitched (1950) for the New York Black Yankees, and is coming from New Jersey especially for the event.


The latter 3 panelists will drive in from the D.C./Maryland area Burke, the versatile third baseman-outfielder and pitcher, played for the Baltimore Elite Giants (1947-48).  Johnson, nicknamed “Peanut” because of her small size, joined the Indianapolis Clowns in 1953 as a pitcher, and played utility second base as well. Sierra, who also played for the Clowns (1954-5), pitched for the Detroit Stars so effectively that the Cuba-born righty was named as an All Star to play in Comiskey Park (Chicago).


 An Authors Panel will include such writers as Kit Crissey, Joe Dittmar, Joe Dorinson, Rob Edelman, Scott Flatow, Mike Getz, Bob Gruber, Tom Knight, Doug Lyons, John Pardon, Jim Reisler and William Ryzcek. Each writer will autograph copies of his book(s) just before the lunch break. Several writers will be traveling quite a distance to make our meeting and to contribute to its success.





Continued next page

Continued from previous page

Yankee Stadium tour guide Tony Morante will give a slide presentation tracing the history of baseball, including highlights of Yankee contributions to it. As a special treat, he will tailor the fascinating visual history to highlight the day’s special guests, particularly the Negro Leaguers.


Rory Costello, who penned “Baseball in the Virgin Islands” for the current Baseball Research Journal, will open up the morning presentations; Jane Jacobs will follow with “Dexter Park and the Bush Leagues”, and Elliot Hines will discuss “Two-team Cities.”


Mark Kanter will delve into “The 1964 Phillies” during  the afternoon presentations; while Steve Krevisky will explore “Hodges-Cepeda-Perez”. If at all possible, Jeff Campbell, Chair of the Music and Poetry Committee, will play some baseball-related songs  that relate to NYC and have a Q&A regarding his research committee,  time permitting. All 3 presenters will be coming from far, farther, and farthest places to make their presentations.


This year’s Trivia Quiz  will be handled by Elliot Hines, with a major assist from trivia expert Scott Flatow, and by Al Blumkin, the reigning SABR National Individual Trivia Champ.


If you'd like your xeroxed research to be included in the Registration Packets, whether or not you present your research at the podium, you may contact Phil Goldberg at (718)353-4171 or  bike21@worldnet.att.net. Volunteers are needed to stuff the 100+ Registration Packets, and may contact Phil for that also.


If you have books or magazines you wish to donate for the Book Raffles, Phil is once again the man to get in touch with; for anyone unsure of directions, do call Burt Bloom at (718) 891-8396.  


Admission is free but you MUST register (at least one week before 2/26) with Ross Adell at Rossmet@aol.com or (718) 359-2033.  
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Letters


Editor’s Note: This letter is in response to the first Opinion, written by Burt Bloom, in the inaugural Issue of the NYC Chapter Newsletter of SABR (Society for American baseball Research).

Dear Burt:



       I just read your comments in the June 1999 Casey Stengel chapter SABR newsletter about the new ballpark in Brooklyn.

      Never mind the parking: Any New Yorker worth his Nathan's hot dogs knows the train is the best was to get to Coney Island (although I'll admit, not everyone in the city can take the train there). I'm all in favor of a new park there. I'm just wondering if enough people would go to justify building a 12,000-seat park.

      I've been to 150 professional baseball parks (and counting), including every park the Eastern League has called home since 1994 (and I'm kicking myself for missing the London Tigers). Last year's attendance leader in the EL was Akron, followed by Portland and Trenton. 

      Each averaged over 6300 fans per game; Reading wasn't far behind them. That seems to be the magic number. Even here in the most densely populated market in the country, you won't draw many more than that. Why not? Because the "D" train that goes to Coney Island also goes to 161st and River, and you can change at 42nd Street for the No. 7 to Willets Point. 

      With the majors right here, the minors won't draw enough to sustain a big park. Oh, they'll get 12,000 on fireworks night (if Rudy allows fireworks in Brooklyn), but it won't be sustainable. And you'd be lucky to get 500 for the PSAL playoffs. Even if the Northeast Conference (LIU) held its tournament there, they wouldn't draw flies.

      And could you even get an EL team in there? It would have to be with the approval of both the Yankees and the Mets, as has already been shown; not that losing Birmingham and Norwich would be so bad, but the agreement was to move the NY-Penn teams, and the Yanks have already done that.

Respectfully,

Charlie O'Reilly

http://members.aol.com/charliezeb/
201 939-3831

Bring Back Major League Baseball to Brooklyn
©by Bob Gruber
          (Guest Editorial Writer Bob Gruber is an investor relations executive, who originally presented this at the October 1998 Long Island University Conference on “Brooklyn USA” and who will be part of the Writers Panel on 2/26/00)

 
Several years ago, there was a terrific panel of old Dodger players at the 92nd Street Y in Manhattan. As the audience filed out, we saw two middle-aged guys rolling in the aisles, punching the hell out of each other. As we passed, we smiled and said, "Just like Ebbets Field." We later learned that the dispute was about one guy having the chutzpah to wear a "Los Angeles" Dodger cap. The other guy, a Brooklyn Dodger loyalist, apparently mistook the L.A. fan for the ghost of Walter O'Malley. The passions of Brooklyn past --- my Brooklyn --- live on.


And now I'll mount my baseball soapbox.


The Mets are planning to build a state-of-the-art ballpark on that vast Flushing wasteland next to Shea Stadium. The Mets owner, builder Fred Wilpon, wants it to be similar to Ebbets Field, where he says he bonded with his father as a youth. Let me remind Mr. Wilpon that this bonding took place in Brooklyn, where I think the new stadium should be built. Then Mr. Wilpon's legacy would be "The Man who brought major league baseball back to Brooklyn." 

               How beneficial it would be for Brooklyn's on-going economic renaissance. But the name Brooklyn Mets has a false ring to it. Why not buy the name "Dodgers" back from Rupert Murdoch? He'll sell if the price is right. I can't understand why the power structure of Brooklyn isn't screaming to high heaven to get the Mets. Brooklyn deserves better than a bush league team in Coney Island.


And let a statue of Jackie Robinson be erected outside the new stadium. As we discussed at an enlightening L.I.U. conference in 1997, Jackie's debut with the Dodgers in 1947 was one of the proudest moments for baseball and America and could only have happened in Brooklyn.
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The Minor Leagues: An Introduction

©By Frank Priegue


Baseball is special to us; we all have fond memories of ballgames past. In those days, you did not have to pay much for a ticket and you were close to the action on the field. The gates opened early, and fans watched batting practice and got autographs from the players. Hot dogs, beer or soda, didn’t cost much and going to a game was inexpensive entertainment.


It seems like those days are gone. Ticket prices are higher than ever and large corporations buy up the best seats in bulk. In most ballparks, the gates do not open early enough to watch batting practice. Getting to a baseball game has become an expensive proposition. But fear not, you can still find baseball like you remember it, played in an intimate setting where you can arrive early for batting practice and the players are happy to sign autographs. You just have to know where to look. It is available in the Minor Leagues.


While one may think it is difficult to find Minor League teams in the Tri-State area, it is not. It is surprising just how many are nearby. This season the Staten Island Yankees have begun playing at the College of Staten Island and the independent Atlantic league’s Newark Bears are playing in a brand new ballpark in downtown Newark. If you are willing to do a bit of travelling, the Trenton Thunder, New Haven Ravens, and the Bridgeport Bluefish (also of the Atlantic league) are among the teams that play less than two hours from Manhattan. If you are a little more adventurous, there are several teams in New Jersey, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, and Delaware --- just a few hours away, and several are in locations where there are activities besdies a ballgame. While you may not see Roger Clemens or mike Piazza at any of these games, you may see a future big-league superstar. At the very least you will see ballplayers who are not multi-millionaires playing a hard, aggressive brand of baseball.


For the uninitiated the Minor Leagues can be quite an experience. It is the same game but everything seems smaller.. The worst seat in many of these ballparks is no more than twenty or thirty rows back and costs less than a movie ticket. Entering the park and seeing the green grass, how close the field is, and the patchwork of billboards along the outfield wall will evoke a feeling of nostalgia., You can walk up to the players to get autographs and they will sign happily. Perhaps the manager or the pitching coach will be a former ballplayer whose career you may remember. Walk up to him and relive it with him, you may get some new insight. Part of the charm of this level is that just about everyone is accessible.


While the quality of play may not be major league caliber (the shortstop may not have good range, or the pitcher’s curveball may not have the same break to it), it’s still good baseball. There is also a small-town charm which the  big leagues lack. At nearly every game and between almost every inning there seems to be some sort of game, promotion, or prize giveaway. There are dizzy-bat races, or T-shirts being shot into the stands by a slingshot, or your child may get picked to race the mascot around the bases (he will probably win, too). You can come to the ballpark to see a baseball game and you may leave having won a case of spring water, or a free car wash, or tickets to a future game. It is a different kind of experience, served with a big slice of Americana. To some it will be baseball like they remember it, for others it will be totally different, but for many of you, when you leave, you will find yourself wanting to return. And it will be there.

              Frank Priegue is currently working on a book on Minor League baseball entitled Two Steps Away. Visit www.twostepsaway.com or send an email to twostepsaway@erols.com
[image: image6.wmf]POWER OUTAGE

©By Tom Ruane


In early July, I received a note from Bill Arnold, a sportswriter from Arizona, who was wondering about the ten longest team homerless streaks since 1980. The A’s had just finished a 96-inning homer drought and they wanted to put it into some historical perspective. 

             When I looked into the matter, however, I found a familiar team on top of the list. Not only were they first, but the same team also placed sixth and tied for eleventh. No other team had more than one entry in the top twelve. The 1980 Mets, however, put together three streaks of 117 innings or longer.        Here’s the list:

Inn. 
    Team 
Start 

End

[image: image7.wmf]175.2
 NY-N

8/26/1980
9/14/1980

173.0
St. L

5/18/1991
6/9/1991

141.0
SD

9/28/1981
4/18/1982

139.0
CHI-A

7/28/1989
8/13/1989

137.1
SEA

9/10/1983
9/27/1983

134.1
NY-N

4/15/1980
5/3/1980

130.2
CLE

4/9/1983

4/29/1983

129.
SD

6/9/1980

6/24/1980

124.2
ST.L

5/14/1993
5/30/1993

119.1
SF

8/24/1988
9/8/1988

117.1
NY-N

5/6/1980
              5/24/1980

117.1
ATL

5/14/1983
5/30/1983


The 1980 Mets weren’t the worst home run hitting team during those years. That honor belongs to the 1981 Padres, who ushered in the post-Winfield era by managing to hit only 32 home runs in 3757 at-bats. They were led (if that’s the right term) by Joe Lefebvre with eight. To be fair, it was a strike-shortened year, and Joe probably would have managed around 12 if the season hadn’t been interrupted. As bad as the Padres were in the home run department, the 1980 Mets weren’t far behind. They would hit a total of 61 in a full season and of their nine players with more than 300 at-bats That year, four (Doug Flynn, frank Taveras, John Stearns and Alex Trevino) would fail to homer all year.


Their first streak in 1980 started in the fifth game. Jerry Morales hit a solo homer in the 2nd inning of a 7-3 loss to Steve Rogers and the Expos. Met batters would not hit another until the 9th inning of their May 3rd 2-1 loss to the Padres. Three days later, Joel Youngblood connected for New York’s first home run of the season with a man on base, a two-run shot in their 12-10 14-inning loss to the Reds. This would be their last circuit clout until Mike Jorgensen went deep in the 2nd inning of their 5-4 victory over the Braves on May 24th. The Mets would not manage a road home run that season until June, but their longest streak without a homer would start in the 6th inning of their August 26th game with the Padres. Claudell Washington’s two-run shot --- his second of the game off of Juan Eichelberger --- would knot the contest at 6 apiece. They would finally lose that one in the 18th inning and New York hitters would not homer again until nearly three weeks later, when Lee Mazzilli turned the trick on September 14th.


The longest power drought since 1994  was turned in by an unlikely team:  

Inn.
Team

Start

End

104.2
ST.L

7/27/1997
8/81997


That cardinal streak was ended when Lankford and McGwire hit back-to-back homers off Mark Leiter in the third inning of the Cards 6-1 win. It was McGwire’s first home run as a Cardinal and was one of the few highpoints in a 3-34 slump that covered his first ten days in the NL.


THE LATEST DATES ON WHICH BOTH 

NEW YORK TEAMS WERE IN FIRST PLACE

©By Frank Vaccaro

August 11, 1981 NOTE: Both teams won their openers (8/10) in the second half of the split season.

July 31, 1999 NOTE: Atlanta has not lost a first place lead this late in season since 1991 to Los Angeles.

July 28, 1988 NOTE: The Yanks lost the lead to Detroit, who lost the lead to Boston five weeks later.

May 15, 1986 NOTE: The Yankees couldn’t keep up with Boston’s 36-15 start.

April 5, 1993 NOTE: Both teams won on opening day.

THE PRIDE OF ITALIA:

THE ALL-TIME, ALL-ITALIAN, 

ALL-STAR TEAM

© By Bill Deane

Phil Rizzuto’s 1994 induction to the Baseball Hall of Fame guaranteed him not only a plaque in Cooperstown, but -- more significantly -- the shortstop job on my “All-Time, All-Italian, All-Star Team”.  The Scooter gets the nod over such notables as Rico Petrocelli, Jim Fregosi (who is half-Irish), and long-time Yankees’ player and coach Frankie Crosetti for this unique honor.  

Assembling mythical ethnic all-star teams is one of my hobbies as a baseball researcher, though the research can be frustrating.  For example, in trying to ascertain whether Ken Boyer belonged on my All-French team, I checked his player questionnaire on file at the National Baseball Library.  Under “nationality”, Boyer had written “unknown”.  To further cloud the issue, Boyer’s big league brothers, Clete and Cloyd, had listed “German” and “Irish”, respectively, on their questionnaires.  If the players themselves don’t know their ethnic backgrounds, how am I supposed to know?

Nevertheless, I have managed to put together several hypothetical teams  which could compete with any of today’s pennant contenders.  One of my favorites is the Italian-American team, which is dominated by Yankees’ stars of the past.  Its selections follow:

First Base:  Dolf Camilli is the choice here.  Dolf was the N.L. MVP in 1941, when he topped the league in homers and RBI for the champion Brooklyn Dodgers.  In a 12-year career, Camilli clubbed 239 home runs, knocked in 950 runs, batted .277, drew plenty of walks, and ran the bases well.  Other notable first sackers of Italian descent include Zeke Bonura, who averaged .307 with 100 RBI per year over his brief time in the majors;  Phil Cavarretta, who batted .293 with 1977 hits in a career that included an MVP and a batting title;  Joe Pepitone, a slick fielder who hit 219 homers during his stormy big league tenure;  Jim Gentile, who hit 179 round-trippers, including 46 in 1961;  Steve Balboni, who said “Bye Bye” to 181 baseballs; and Oakland’s Jason Giambi.  Both Pepitone and Balboni spent significant time with the Yanks.
Second Base: Hall of Famer Tony Lazzeri, of the “Murderers Row” Yankees, gets the nod.  Lazzeri batted .292 lifetime with power (178 HR, 1191 RBI) and speed (115 triples, 148 steals).  His strongest competition comes from another .292-hitter, Houston’s Craig Biggio.  Other second sackers of note are Tony Cuccinello, the Cubs’ Mickey Morandini, Oscar Melillo, and Alfred Pesano.  Pesano -- better known as Billy Martin -- was a scrapper who saved his best play for October (.566 slugging percentage in 28 World Series Games, all with the Yankees).

Third Base: Ron Santo, even though he is part-Swedish, gets the vote for his 342 homers, 1331 RBI, and five Gold Glove Awards.  Because he played in the shadows of Ernie Banks and Billy Williams, retired at age 34, and never got into a World Series, Santo has been overlooked in Hall of Fame voting.  Other paisanos who starred at the hot corner:  Gary Gaetti, who finished the 1999 season with 360 career home runs;  Sal Bando, who swatted 242 homers and drove in 1039 runs; Ken Caminiti, the 1996 NL MVP; Frank Malzone, who batted .274 with 133 homers, and was Brooks Robinson’s predecessor as the perennial A.L. Gold Glover;  plus former Met Bob Aspromonte, Cookie Lavagetto, Bill Serena, and former Yank Mike Pagliarulo.


Shortstop:  Rizzuto helped the Yankees into nine WorldSeries with his slick glove and scrappy play.  The Scooter batted .273 lifetime and won the 1950 A.L. MVP Award before embarking on an endless tenure as the Yanks’ announcer.  Petrocelli hit 210 homers, including 40 in 1969.  Fregosi, who played briefly and disastrously for the Mets, had 151 homers and a .265 average as a player, while Crosetti collected 1006 runs and 1541 hits.

       Outfield:  There is little room for dispute in the selections of Hall of Famer Joe DiMaggio in center field, flanked by Rocky Colavito in left and Carl Furillo in right.  Offensively, DiMag batted .325 with 361 homers and 1537 RBI in just 13 Yankee seasons, winning three MVPs;  Colavito is the all-time Italian home run champion, with 374 circuit clouts;  and Furillo had 192 homers and a .299 average, including a batting title.  And, defensively?  Any outfield in which Joe DiMaggio has the weakest throwing arm can’t be too bad!  Other Romans roaming the outfield:  Dominic and Vince DiMaggio, Frank Demaree (born Joseph DiMaria), Tony Conigliaro, Tito Francona, former Mets’ star Lee Mazzilli, Ernie Orsatti, Ping Bodie (Francesco Pezzollo), and Pete Incaviglia, to name a few.  Colavito, Mazzilli and Bodie all played briefly in the Bronx.


Catcher:  Hall of Famer Yogi Berra is arguably the greatest catcher of all time, thus certainly the best of a strong field of Italian backstops.  Berra, a three-time MVP who played in 14 World Series for the Yankees, slammed 358 homers and drove in 1430 runs, enough to beat out another Hall of Famer, Ernie Lombardi (190 HR, .306) for this spot.  Solid backups include Gene Tenace (Fiore Gino Tennaci), Johnny Romano, Gus Mancuso, Phil Masi, and Jim Pagliaroni, while the Mets’ Mike Piazza seems en route to outdoing all of these men.  Two others deserve honorable mention, at the least:  Hall of Famer Roy Campanella, an African-American whose father was Italian;  and Joe Torre, the all-time leading Italian hit-maker, who divided his major league playing time between catcher, first base, and third base.  Since we can’t identify Torre with a single position, he will serve capably as the team’s designated hitter.  Berra and Torre both played for the Mets.


Right-handed Pitcher:  The Orioles’ Mike Mussina (136 wins, 66 losses through 1999) beats out 1950s Yankees’ ace Vic Raschi (132-66) and Sal “The Barber” Maglie (119-62) by a whisker.  Other respectable righties include Ralph Branca (who, like Maglie, pitched briefly for the Yanks), Tom Candiotti, and Ernie Broglio.

Left-Handed Pitcher: Former Met Frank Viola (176-150) is the only Italian Cy Young Award winner thus far and gets the starting assignment.  Runners-up are Johnny Antonelli (126-110), Don Mossi (101-80), and Jeff Fassero (92-83 through 1999).  For a Yankees’ rep, we’d have to settle for Marius Russo (45-34).
Relief Pitcher:  Mets’ left-hander John Franco (77-70, 416 saves, 2.64 ERA, through 1999) is the easy choice for closer, ahead of former Yanks’ southpaw Dave Righetti (82-79, 252 saves, 3.46) and right-hander Dave Giusti (100-93, 145 saves). 

     Manager:  Billy Martin, for the first year;  then we fire him and bring in Tommy Lasorda or Tony LaRussa.

THE TEAM

POS  Player              
YR   AB    R      H   HR  RBI AVG
1B     Dolf Camilli
12  5353   936  1482  239   950 .277

2B     Tony Lazzeri     
14  6297   986  1840  178 1191 .292

3B     Ron Santo         
15  8143 1138  2254  342 1331 .277

SS     Phil Rizzuto       
13  5816   877  1588    38  562  .273

OF     Joe DiMaggio   
13  6821 1390  2214  361 1537 .325

OF     Rocky Colavito 
14  6503   971  1730  374 1159 .266

OF     Carl Furillo        
15  6378   895  1910  192 1058 .299

  C     Yogi Berra         
19  7555 1175  2150  358 1430 .285

DH     Joe Torre           
18  7874   996  2342  252 1185 .297

POS  Pitcher        
YR    IP    W    L    SO   ERA

RHP  Mike Mussina 
   9  1772  136   66  1325   3.50

LHP  Frank Viola   
 15  2836  176 150  1844   3.73

RP     John Franco  
 15  1001    77   68    760   2.64

Note:  statistics are complete through 1999.
MOST VALUABLE PLAYERS




1938
Ernie Lombardi, Cincinnati (NL)



1939   
Joe DiMaggio, New York (AL)



1941   
Dolf Camilli, Brooklyn (NL)





1945   
Phil Cavarretta, Chicago (NL)





Joe DiMaggio, New York (AL)



1947 
Joe DiMaggio, New York (AL

1950   
Phil Rizzuto, New York (AL)



1951   
Roy Campanella, Brooklyn (NL)


Yogi Berra, New York (AL)

1953   
Roy Campanella, Brooklyn (NL)

1954   
Yogi Berra, New York (AL)


1955 
Roy Campanella, Brooklyn (NL) 

  Yogi Berra, New York (AL)


1971   
Joe Torre, St. Louis (NL)
1996
Ken Caminiti, San Diego (NL)

HOME RUN CHAMPIONS

1937   
Joe DiMaggio, New York (AL)
46

1941   
Dolf Camilli, Brooklyn (NL)          
34

1947  
Joe DiMaggio, New York (AL)      
39

1965   
Tony Conigliaro, Boston (AL)       
32

BATTING CHAMPIONS

1938   
Ernie Lombardi, Cincinnati (NL) 
.342

1939   
Joe DiMaggio, New York (AL)   
.381

1940   
Joe DiMaggio, New York (AL)   
.352

1942   
Ernie Lombardi, Boston (NL)      
.330

1945   
Phil Cavarretta, Chicago (NL)      
.355

1953   
Carl Furillo, Brooklyn (NL)         
.344


1971   
Joe Torre, St. Louis (NL)            
.363

CY YOUNG AWARD

1988
Frank Viola, Minnesota (AL)

IF

©by   Everett “Ace” Parker

If is that mournful two-lettered word,

Uttered across the years,

Heard in every ballpark,

Often with sobs and tears.

If Merkle had only touched second base,

If Evers had just walked away,

The Giants could have won in 1908,

And had a World Series to play.

If Sukeforth had not said, “Branca.”

If Dressen had just said, “No,”

“Dem Bums” would have copped in ‘51,

Not suffered that terrible blow.

If Buckner hadn’t limped on battered wheels,

Appeared to be slipping on rocks

The ‘86 Series would have finally gone,

To those “snake-bitten” Boston Red Sox.

But baseball of course imitates life,

And the “if” word seems to always prevail.

It’s run up the flagpole at each season’s end,

Because players are human and fail.
Casey Stengel Chapter well-represented at National Convention --- Jane Jacobs of NY scores big  with Research Presentation for 1999

The "R" in SABR: How Your Library Can Help

©By Jane Jacobs


As members of SABR, we often hear of the results of our fellow baseball researchers' efforts.  I would like to provide you with a few tips and techniques on how you can use your library's resources to make your research easy and fun.  Before I start, let me just say that the first thing you should do is ask your librarian for help before all else fails.  That's what we're here for.

Finding Citations


Once you've done background reading and figured out what you need to know, where can you find it?


The most likely place is called "RBI." RBI - Research in Baseball Index is a catalog/database of baseball literature.  It is an ongoing project of the Bibliography Committee of The Society for American Baseball Research (SABR).  According to the Bibliography Committee, their aim is "to catalog all books, pamphlets, magazine and feature newspaper articles, recordings, musical scores, dissertations, films and television programs - in other words, virtually everything - about baseball".  Currently, they have cataloged over 80,000 items and are adding thousands more each year.  It's available on CD, or you can send written queries.


There are other bibliographies, the most ambitious is Myron J. Smith's Baseball : A Comprehensive Bibliography.  Originally published in 1986, it now has two supplements that bring it up through 1997.  There are also specialized bibliographies and pathfinders, such as the Baseball Hall of Fame's Women in Baseball: A Selective Bibliography.


Periodicals are indexed, sometimes individually, sometimes collectively.  The best-known periodical index is the Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature, but there are plenty of others, both in print and online.  For example, The Sporting News is indexed both by Magazine Index and by the Index to the Sporting News.  Some online services, like InfoTRAC, provide not only the citation, but, in some cases, the full-text article.

Internet


Now, a word about Internet research.  We all know that all knowledge is now on the Internet and there is no more need for print.  I'm being sarcastic but suffice it to say that the Internet has a lot of great resources.  If you don't have it at home, you can use it at your library!  It's a very good source for up-to-the-minute information, like minor league schedules, seating diagrams and merchandise.  Furthermore, some organizations, like the Baseball Hall of Fame at http://www.baseballhalloffame.org, put out good information for free.  A lot of things aren't on the Internet, including almost everything written before 1960 and the majority of everything before 1990.  Quite a bit of questionable research is out there too.  It's almost as easy to put up a web page as it is to print up a flyer and you don't believe everything they hand you as you walk down Canal Street.  A good rule of thumb is, "Check out the source!"


One very effective way of doing that is to download a program called Alexa.  Alexa works with both Netscape Navigator and Internet Explorer and displays the name and address of each web site's author.  It's free and very easy to use.  It can be found at http://www.alexa.com.

Finding the Item


Now you know what you need.  Where can you find it?  Library catalogs are a good place to start.  The web addresses for New York City's three public library systems are:

: Queens Borough Public Library - http://www.queenslibrary.org
: New York Public Library - http://www.nypl.org
: Brooklyn Public Library - http://www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org
The Library of Congress (http://www.loc.gov) not only has an enormous catalog, it also has a wonderful digital archive, The American Memory Project, of which their baseball card collection is only a part.


If you really like catalogs, you can check out the webCATS directory at http://www.lights.com/webcats.  Northern Lights hosts this site and it includes listing for web-based catalogs throughout the world.  Of course, many of these libraries are not accessible to the public.  Some items that were formerly available only in paper copy are now available online via services. However, most of these reference databases are licensed for library cardholders only.  Many of those can be accessed only from the library.  But, often you can find out what's available from your home, or at the very least from your local branch.

Inter-Library Loan

The catalogs are great for books.  Periodicals, microfilms and electronic resources are much less well covered.  Here you often have to go to the library and inquire.  And sometimes you find out that the library doesn't have what you need.  The library may never have owned the item, or it may be that the item you need has been checked out, worn out, lost or mutilated.  If you place a request, the item can be requested from another library through Interlibrary Loan.  If it's a new item, it may already be on order and you can arrange for it to be held for you when it arrives.  The library may (although this is unlikely) decide to purchase an item.  If it's a single page or short article that you need, often a photocopy or offprint can be provided.  Some libraries charge for this service, to help recover their costs.  Therefore, you should inquire up-front about whether and how much it will be.  An entire book can be lent, if it's available in the U.S. and it's not rare.  


A final word, DON'T be afraid to ask the librarian!  When you do, make sure you find the librarian.  Not everyone who works in a library is a librarian.  The clerical staff does a great job and they are invaluable, but they aren't trained researchers.  Librarians have spent one to two years full-time graduate studies to qualify to serve the public.  They get tired of answering tough questions like, "Where's the bathroom?"  They want to help people do serious research.  

Wrap-Up: The SABR 29 Convention 

by   Evelyn Begley

SABR 29, held in Scottsdale, AZ, from June 23-28 was all it promised ----- and more. It did provide family activities such as the Grand Canyon Tour, the MLBPAAA Golf Tournament, the picnic reception at McCormick Railroad Park, and immediate access to a dip in the pool, as quickly as you could leave your room in some cases! What it did not guarantee was a no-hitter, yet that's exactly what unfolded for SABRites attending the Friday night game between the Diamondbacks and the Cardinals on June 25th. 


For fans like Queens resident Tony Monti, who counted that game as his 5th no-hitter witnessed, it was as exciting as any no-hitter could be. When Jose Jimenez' performance began to hint of a Diamond-in-the-rough, fans from both sides rooted for a historical gem, and the St. Louis pitcher sparkled until he achieved his no-no, and SABRites shouted, "Yes!"  Hours and days later, the "Scottsdale No-hitter" was still being re-lived, with xeroxes of scorecards being requested and expectations for a perfect game being predicted for the 2000 Boca Raton convention. Yankee fan Tony Monti, by the way, watched his 6th no-hitter on Sunday, July 18th when he attended Yogi Berra Day at Yankee Stadium. 


Just before the Jimenez jewel, NYC SABRite Damian Begley won an encased autographed Derek Jeter baseball for "correctly" guessing the seating capacity at Yankee Stadium. The huge sign in the Team Shop store within Bank One Ballpark beckoned,  "Baseball Trivia!!!! Guess right to the nearest thousand the capacity of Yankee Stadium and win a prize!!" but at least 3 Caseyites failed to guess correctly until Manhattan resident Damian Begley showed up to say, "Exactly 57,545". The manager, Mort Bloomberg, hesitated. "Well, we were asking for the nearest thousand and that means 58,000 but since you're wearing a SABR shirt, I won't argue with you". 


Many highlights were recorded on a palmcorder so that Casey Stengel Chapter members  not attending the convention could view the happenings on a "Free-to-borrow"  basis, with a total of almost 18 hours taped onto 3 cassettes, including the SABR Century Survey co-hosted by Caseyites Steve Nadel and Mike Caragliano from the Bronx. NYC SABR excelled in the Trivia Contests ----- Brooklynite Al Blumkin repeated as the Individual Trivia champion, and the Team Trivia champs included Ross Adell (Queens), Arnie Braunstein (NJ), Steve Krevisky (CT), and Ira Siegel (CA). Congratulations!!


On Thursday morning, June 24th, the 3-hour Regional Leaders Conference was attended by at least 5 New Yorkers; enthusiasm for exchanging ideas and goals, setbacks and achievements made the meeting a resounding success. Several leaders eagerly offered their expertise to NYC SABR members, and friendships were forged with several leaders from Texas, Maryland, the Pacific Northwest, and other areas. 


Thursday evening, Caseyites Burt Bloom (Brooklyn), Phil Goldberg (Queens), Jerry Kahn (Manhattan) and others took some cuts against professional pitchers  when they paid $5 (toward a youth charity) for 10 swings in a home run hitting contest at Scottsdale Stadium. New Yorkers looked particularly good, especially Jerry Kahn, who clouted several dingers. The fun followed the Youth Clinic and the Vintage Game; fans of every age were involved in the activities. 


Former New York Yankee Tommy Henrich was the keynote speaker during the banquet Saturday night, and was a joy to hear and view. Old Reliable laughed as often as his listeners did as he was sharing some amusing anecdotes. Both he and author Mark Harris (Bang the Drum Slowly) noted the "New York" on my name badge and were pleased to talk informally about New York. Two of the research presentations given on Saturday and Sunday were by speakers who were featured this past February at our regional meeting: Jane Jacobs (The "R" in SABR: How Your Library Can Help) and Doug Lyons (Out of Left Field). So impressive was Ms. Jacobs that immediately following her presentation, a representative from McFarland & Co. approached her about doing a book.


Sunday night, as most people packed, a group of New Yorkers in an almost-deserted lobby thanked Rodney Johnson, and by extension, the Arizona Flame Delhi Chapter of SABR, for a National Convention to be treasured in the bank of memories. If you weren't there (and even if you were), you can borrow the Video(s) to view a variety of events, and not feel the dry heat!


SABR 29 Convention Videotapes –

These are the events I have on tape  (times are approximate):







1. Complete Trivia Contests 
     -------------------------- 3.5 hrs.


2. Annual Business Meeting          -------------------------------- 2   hrs.


3. Regional Leaders Conference      -------------------------- --- 2  hrs.


4. BB Fiction Panel   (Mark Harris, Andy McCue)      -------- 1.5 hrs.


5. BB Research Panel (McCue, Hathaway, Macht, Marshall) - 1  hr.


6. Players Panel    (Klimchock, Knoop)   ------------------------- 1  hr.


7. SABR Century Survey  (Sunnen,Nadel,Carragliano, Spatz) - 1  hr.


8. Why the PCL Never Became a Major League (McCue) ------ 1  hr.


9. Out of Left Field (Doug Lyons)   --------------------------------- 1  hr.


10.BB Radio Recreations (John Rayburn)               ---------------------- 30 min.


11.Unraveling DNP Codes (David Stephan)               ------------------- 30 min.


12.McGwire's '98 Season Ranking (Bill Gilbert)                 ------------ 30 min.


13.The Pastime's Past: Images of BB History on the Internet  (JimHarper)- 30 min.


14.Ranking the Dynasties : A Statistical Approach   (Sky Andrecheck)----- 30 min.


15.Tommy Henrich (No tripod used here; Ran out of videotape as well) ------------  30 min.


16.David Vincent receiving Award (no tripod) and other acknowledgements-------  15 min.


17.Cooperstown Baseline:HOF Statistical Standards & Errors of Selection(Jim Vail)--10 min (Tape ran out)  

MEMBER PROFILE: Steve Meyerson


What I love most about baseball is the level of ongoing involvement I have on a daily basis. Preparing for and drafting 3 Rotisserie teams heightens my interest in reading online materials such as Alex Patton's Rotisserie price guide, Baseball Weekly, and rotisserie updates. Having a

computer allows me to immerse myself with baseball to the point where I can even wake up in the middle of the night and get the box scores online. Having cable (since 5/27/91) affords me the freedom to keep baseball in the background as I write, read, clean, cook, eat, and talk on the phone. I can watch 2 games on separate tvs and still hear a third on the radio if I want to (and not be stuck with John Sterling anymore),

or I can entertain friends while the game is on, but the sound is off.

Cable means "able", for me, to get west coast night games on east coast tv ----- just what the doctor ordered!


Of course, I do still keep up with the print media, especially  Baseball America (MLB prospects), and USA Today (team stats, injuries). I enjoy Peter Gammons on ESPN and in Baseball America, and I love reading Steve Nadel's lists of home run hitters and winning pitchers. Visiting Cooperstown, which is more than a place to me ---- it's a state of mind ----- and sojourns westward to see games in Detroit, Cleveland, Cincinnati, and Chicago are trips I look forward to and relish for years after.


There are some negative aspects to seeing a game at the park; crowds, noise, scoreboard hype,the MTV-type overstimulation of music for each movement by the batter, and the expense make me ask questions like, "If Wrigley was such a good place to watch a game, why are there so many tvs

in various sections of the stands?", and, "Do celebrities who throw out the first ball, then vacate the premises by the 2nd inning really belong in those box seats?" Maybe that's why Opening Day is the most overrated day of the year. Too many people in prominent positions know very little about the game and the effects of various ballparks (surface, dimensions,

etc.) in game situations where the player, the inning, the count, the score, and even the weather all affect strategy and outcome.


So what do I hate about baseball? Casual fans who only get interested when the home team gets hot. Announcers who pronounce as "meaningless" a late-season game between cellar dwellers ----- if you play Rotisserie, every game matters. Managers who ignore middle relievers when picking

All-Star squads. Owners who blame ticket prices on player salaries (the two are not related) but won't open their books. MVP voters who judge worthiness by Triple Crown stats and disregard defense, speed, scoring, on-base %, slugging %, and the intangibles. Umpires who waste time arguing with managers, are exempt from performance reviews, and refuse to consider technology since it might mean admitting, "I missed the call."


Overly long radio and tv commercials that cut into the next inning bother just about everyone, not only me, and most readers will agree with me that corporate season tickets usually go to fame-seekers uninterested in what's unfolding on the field since they have their backs to it. It irks all of us when ushers rush you out as the final pitch is being thrown, and speaking of time-related baseball issues, when will east coast journalists realize that there are 3 other time zones in the

Continental U.S., which explains why the World Series begins at 8:30 pm, EDT.


Finally, while I'm at it, I want to share 2 more things. I hate the tradition of cheating ----- purposely hitting batters, stealing signs, sliding out of the baseline to injure, corked bats, imaginary catches in the outfield, hidden ball tricks, spitballs and scuffballs, etc. Baseball does mirror the society at large and it's not a pretty picture. Lastly, I hated that the late Joe DiMaggio insisted that he be introduced as "baseball's greatest living player." He certainly wasn't baseball's most humble player

Perfect Pairing

by Evelyn Begley

Is this a perfect pairing: attending the Staten Island Yankees v. Pittsfield Mets game one night, and seeing the perfect game the next day? 

On Saturday night, July 17th, three SABRites attended the 12-5 win by the Yanks at the College of Staten Island, about 15 minutes from the Verrazano Bridge. That night was the first time George Steinbrenner appeared to watch the team and he had reason to smile as #1 pick David Walling (27th pick overall) pitched 7 good innings.. He also made people smile by signing autographs and extending cheer to all 4,071 fans. 


The following afternoon, he was not behind first base; he was in his private box, to see the Yogi Berra Day ceremonies at Yankee Stadium, which thrilled 41, 930 fans. Burt Bloom, one of the 3 Caseyites who attended "the perfect pair", kept score, and predicted early in the 2nd inning that David Cone would pitch a no-hitter. In the 4th inning, Evelyn Begley agreed and asked for a copy of the scoresheet. Her sister, Petra, asked,  "What's the difference between  a no-hitter and a perfect game?" in the 6th inning because although she isn't a member of SABR, she was aware of the magic unfolding, and by the 8th inning, long-time Yankee fan Al Blumkin, allowed himself to hope that Cone could do it. 

Unaware that SABR NYers like Tony Monti, who witnessed 6 no-hitters by game's end,  Ken Matinale, and Mary Kidwell were in the stands (not with each other), Begley, Bloom and Blumkin guessed they were the only lucky SABRites to see the Jimenez no-hitter in Arizona as well as the perfect game in New York. Later, Begley called Monti to ask if he'd been there because she knew Tony had seen the Jimenez gem. He sure was ---- he's been a season-plan Yankee fan for decades and saw   Wells' jewel last year.


At the train station, Caseyite Kidwell kidded, "Is it true the Yankee pitching staff is changing all the names to David now to match Wells and Cone?" Were any other New York SABR members there? 

               Was anyone else besides Tony Monti  at both no-nos in '99?


Cooperstown Weekend

by Evelyn Begley


Eight NYC SABR members and serendipity traveled to and from Cooperstown the weekend of August 6-8; they attended the first Binghamton, NY Induction Day ceremonies, and even got to witness a wedding on the steps of the Hall of Fame. Anne and Cooky Tomczyk coordinated the trip, Burt Bloom drove the group up, and the 2 first-time visitors, Doug and Jane Jacobs were "overwhelmed" with the extent of the Hall of Fame displays.


In the Hall of Fame Library, 3 Caseyites, Ross Adell, Evelyn Begley, and Al Blumkin met other SABR members doing research as well (Doug Pappas, John Pardon, Tom Zocco), then took a break to hear authors at the Bullpen Theatre discuss their recent baseball books. Noted children's author, Fred Bowen, engaged his listeners by questioning the youngsters in the audience, then went to the atrium to sign copies of T.J.'s Secret Pitch.  Later, Rob Rains described some of the current athletes profiled in the Sporting News series on ballplayers, particularly Mark McGwire who was the topic for his book, Mac Attack! He, too, then signed copies of his book in the atrium, just outside  the Library door. 

Between the times of the book presentations was the wedding of Tim Bottorff and Kerri Elberson, 2 HOF library interns who met last year, married this year ----- on the steps in the back of the Hall of Fame ----- and completed their internships the day before they "joined hands"


Meanwhile, in front of the Hall, the major league standings on the morning of Saturday, August 7th read: "New York, first place" for both the AL and the NL (see photo above), a rare occurrence and one to be captured on film!As the sun set that day, several more SABRites gathered to socialize, including Ken, Liz, Spencer, and Lena Samelson along with Cliff and Evelyn Kachline. Sixteen SABR  members in one place was almost enough for a mini-regional! Several videotaped collections of the newest baseball memorabilia have been added onto the original Cooperstown Tour /25th Anniversary of SABR .


Sunday, August 8th, in Binghamton, was the inaugural Induction Day before the Mets game, and because the city once hosted the Yankees' farm club, the many plaques along the entranceway sported Yankees and Mets, as well as others who participated in Binghamton's baseball history. One such person, the very first inductee, was the African-American "Bud" Fowler, whose plaque read:


[image: image2.wmf]
The other inductees were Vic Raschi, Al Downing, and Steve Swisher. Earlier, Downing had been signing autographs (Bob Feller was in Cooperstown doing the same). 


During the game against the Norwich Navigators, which the Mets won, all fans were given a B-Mets mouse pad, and treated to the ZOOperstars, a professional group of inflated, mascot-like entertainers ---- "Shark" McGwire, Ken "Giraffey", Jr., "Cow" Ripken, "Clammy" Sosa, Pee Wee "Geese", and Harry "Canary" who sang, "Take Me Out to the Ballgame".  

The fans were thoroughly entertained and the SABR group was announced as being in attendance. Serendipity again: SABR member Paul Smith was there and came over to talk and share ideas for SABR's benefit. Cooky even managed to record "Ballwinkle", one of the 2 mascots for the Birmingham Mets. 

All in all, a great time all weekend long!
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Monthly Meetings in Westchester, New York 
©By Kenneth Matinale


We have been meeting each month since December, 1999.  Thus far each meeting has been at the Greenburgh, NY Town Hall usually on the first Thursday of the month. Meetings start at 7:00 PM and are open to the public. We start with questions and interesting bits of information.


Frank Jazzo has secured our meeting place at no charge.  John Pardon has mailed notices to people in the area. Ken Matinale maintains a file of people and an active e-mail list, which is now our sole means of communication.  There are no plans for future paper mailings.


Place:
Greenburgh Town Hall, Greenburgh, NY


              100C (Knollwood Rd.) & 119 (Tarrytown Rd.)


              across from Staples – Exit 4 off Interstate 287

Parking in back near the entrance.

Public transportation: Metro North to White Plains, then a cab.

Contact persons:    Ken Matinale
914-422-1518       


           ken@baseballdatabase.com


          John Pardon
914- 737-1265


          Frank Jazzo
914- 949-2971

Here is the schedule.

March 2
Free-for-all discussion on the All Century Team. 


Ken Shouler, author of “The Real 100 Best Baseball Players of All Time … And Why!” will ignite the topic and then everyone is encouraged to dive in.

April 6.

May 4.




Here is a summary of activities to date:

December.  

General getting acquainted and organizing session.  Tony Morante and Doug Pappas volunteered to speak at the next meeting.

January.  

Good turnout of at least 25, 99% of whom have e-mail IDs.  These were the presentations.

Tony Morante – Slides on the history of baseball and its equipment.  Tony will present an expanded version at the Greenburgh Library in April and another at the New York regional in February.  Tony displayed his knowledge and affection for the game.  Tony mentioned that a slide of Yankee Stadium was taken in 1959.  Not possible someone said.  Brooklyn is on the scoreboard.  It cannot be later than 1957.  Earlier noted another. Philadelphia is on the scoreboard in the American League.  Tough crowd.

Doug Pappas – Ejections.  Doug is preparing this topic for presentation at he SABR national in 2000.  He held court with energy, wit and style and there was plenty of audience participation.

We concluded with Phil Goldberg and Claudia Perry volunteering to speak at the next meeting and Steve Nadel to prepare ten trivia questions.  We also agreed on an experimental free-for-all in March with the topic to be selected in February.

February.  

Ken Matinale mentioned occasions when there were multiple triple crown (batters and/or pitchers) in the same year.  Joe Dunn asked where he could find data on extra inning games and got several suggestions.  Joe also asked who was the only player to hit regular season homers in Yankee and Shea Stadiums, Ebbets Field and the Polo Grounds. Frank Robinson. 

Unfortunately, Steve Nadel was prevented by family matters from administering his trivia questions in person.  Ken Matinale filled in, complete with additional info on the answers from his database.  Good job,  Steve.  We missed you 

Phil Goldberg was not prepared to do his presentation but Claudia Perry stepped to the plate and batted twice with her talk on the relationship between black musicians and black ballplayers as well as other topics related or not.  

Claudia energized the proceedings. Ken Shouler suggested the All Century Team as our topic for March and the assemblage quickly acquiesced.  We then dissolved into roaming groups discussing all sorts of stuff.  Rumor has it that some lingered until 11:00 PM and emerged into the night to discover far more that the predicted dusting of snow on their vehicles.

Calendar of Events

       The 2nd Saturday of each month at 5:30pm continues to be a popular gathering time for SABRites forming the BASEBALL READING GROUP at the Union Square Barnes & Noble branch.

       April will be our one-year anniversary. After the authors discuss their book(s), many join us for an informal meal.  We welcome your own “events” to include in this Calendar.


       March 11- KitCrissey discusses  his    books, Teenagers, Graybeards and 4-Fs and Athletes Away.


       April 8 - David Pietrusza  discusses  his  book,   Judge and Jury: The Life and Times of Judge Kenesaw Mountain Landis.

        May 13 - Bruce Markusen discusses his book, Baseball’s Last Dynasty: Charley Finley’s Oakland A’s

        June 10 - Marty Appel discusses his book, Slide, Kelly, Slide.

        July 8 - William Ryczek discusses his books, When Johnny Came Sliding Home: The Post-Civil War Baseball Boom, 1865-1879 and Blackguards and Red Stockings: A History of Baseball’s National Association, 1871-1875.




     SABR members are invited to submit presentations for SABR 30 next June. 


Research presentations should be 20 minutes in length, with a 5 minute question and answer period to follow.


 The presentations typically tend to be statistical or historical in nature. 





The deadline for submissions is April 1, 2000. Send a 250-word abstract of your presentation, 


along with biographical and address information  to


 Doug Lehman 11271 N. Kendall Dr.  Apt. J109 Miami, FL  33176 


or e-mail at: � HYPERLINK mailto:dlehman@mdcc.edu ��dlehman@mdcc.edu�


























Who   tied Babe Ruth with 11 home runs which led the A.L. in 1918? (Clarence Walker of the A’s).








Scott Flatow’s Trivia





What player was a teammate of both Al Simmons and Jim Kaat?





(Answer on p. 9)
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Scott Flatow’s Trivia





Who was the first player to crack 30 or more homers in a season with 4 different teams? 	


(Answer on p. 9)


	





John W. "Bud" Fowler





Recognized as the first black player in organized baseball (1878-1895), Fowler hit .350 in 34 games for Binghamton in the 1887 International League, mostly at second base, before deplorable racist boycott by teammates and opponents caused his release. Discouraged by continuing incidents, he formed an all-black independent team in 1895. The Mohawk Valley native's grave is in Frankfort.





Enshrined 1999.





ANSWERS to


Scott Flatow’s TRIVIA:


Elmer Valo …





2-  Jose Canseco …





3-George Pipgras 


and his brother Ed.








Scott Flatow’s Trivia





    Which Yankee 20-game winner had a brother who pitched for the Brooklyn Dodgers?        


(Answer on p. 9)








Induction in Binghamton, NY (below)
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RECOGNIZED AS THE FIRST BLACK PLAYER

IN ORGANIZED BASEBALL (1878-1895),
FOWLER HIT .350 IN 34 GAMES FOR
BINGHAMTON IN THE 1887 INTERNATIONAL
LEAGUE, MOSTLY AT SECOND BASE,
BEFORE DEPLORABLE RACIST BOYCOTT BY
TEAMMATES AND OPPONENTS CAUSED HIS
RELEASE. DISCOURAGED BY CONTINUING
INCIDENTS, HE FORMED AN ALL-BLACK
INDEPENDENT TEAM IN 1895. THE MOHAWK
VALLEY NATIVE’'S GRAVE IS IN FRANKFORT.

ENSHRINED 1999
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Editor’s Explanation of Delay----Continuing Saga of the Search for Dependable Volunteers


The well-meaning SABR member who volunteered to do the layout and design of the Chapter Newsletter was unable to fulfill his commitment, and so the Newsletter has languished since June outside of the editor’s control. 


In January, it was agreed that the editor, Evelyn Begley, would arrange to retrieve the second issue, and resume responsibility for the Casey Stengel Chapter SABR Newsletter. Unfortunately, the many articles submitted and formatted for the second issue were time-sensitive and apologies go out to the several writers who met strict summer deadlines, demonstrated excellent writing skills, and provided team coverage with insight and enthusiasm. 


Most of these pieces have had to be cut from this issue, although it is hoped that these writers   understand the unexpected circumstances that developed, and will continue to remain part of the writing staff for 2000.There will always be a need for well-written pieces, of any length, on any topic,  and a need for writers themselves to appreciate that not every article submitted will automatically be published.


Thank you.



Evelyn Begley, editor and publisher.



