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by

Scott

Flatow

 

and

Ken 

Samelson

 , 

co-authors of

The

Macmillan Trivia Book

 

(Macmillan, NY: 1998).

¨

1. Who is the only skipper to manage 

both

Hank Aaron and Willie Mays in the majors?

        (Answers on page 5)
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LETTERS FROM YOU

WHAT DO YOU THINK?    WE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW…

©By Burt Bloom

See if you can picture the following scenario. It is May of 2001. With the weird major league schedule it is quite possible that both the Mets and Yankees are on the road simultaneously. You would like to see a pro baseball game in the five boroughs. What are you going to do? Well, if Mayor Giuliani has his way, you won’t see the best brand of baseball in my home borough --- Brooklyn. Here’s why.

According to The Daily News (5-3-99), hizzoner’s plans for the Sportsplex arena in Coney Island have been put on the back burner for at least two years. He is trying to build a stadium for an unnamed, unknown minor league team. It seems to me we have been reading about how people have been salivating about the proposed Sportsplex for years. It is supposed to have 12,000 seats with broadcast capability. It would be the largest all-around sports venue in New York City after Madison Square Garden. Brooklyn Borough President Howard Golden wants to attract a AA team to Kings County. Terrific. We would see a better brand of baseball. The Mayor is negotiating with the Mets to bring one of their low level teams here. Why settle for second best?

This facility would be available for use by the general public. Teams competing in sanctioned P.S.A.L. events would likewise be welcome. What could one do there? How about indoor ice skating, basketball, volleyball, and baseball? That would be played the way it should be --- outdoors, and on grass. No dome. It would be the anchor for a revitalized Coney Island. Worried about logistical details? Four major subway lines terminate at Coney Island. Street-level parking will be part of the design for the complex. Sure there will be headaches, and neighborhood residents will howl about increased traffic and noise, especially in warmer weather. Will it run over budget? That is a given.

My point is that we should not settle for second best. Mayor Giuliani is quoted in the above-mentioned story: ”All the things he (Golden) planned, all the things he thought about---please notice when they happened. They all happened after I came into office.” What nonsense! Get me what Rudy is smoking!

Golden says the mayor has refused to sign off on designating a developer for the arena. Don’t you know why? This way, Rude-y can claim all the credit. Golden is not planning on running for the Senate. Giuliani can then appear in all the publicity photos, smiling broadly while relegating everyone else to be in the background. With this mayor, it is either his way or his way. Some choice!

The Yankees will be fielding a team in Staten Island very soon. They will be playing at a temporary home on the campus of The College of Staten Island. Eventually, our sister borough will get a new park. Tickets for this new team have sold briskly. I am all for this. People are thirsty for baseball, but not everyone can afford to go to Yankee Stadium.

I want this for Brooklyn. The mayor wants to build a 6,500 seat ballpark here by 2001. That is not good enough. We could have a stadium which could seat twice as many people. It would be more widely used by college and high school teams. More jobs would be created. Imagine the setting---The Parachute Jump, Boardwalk, and the Atlantic Ocean would be visible from the stands. Can you think of any reason to oppose the Sportsplex? I can’t.

There are probably many more people out there who know more about this issue than I do. I am humbled by your knowledge and opinions. This is my lead-off column. Why don’t you bat second, and let me know what you think about this baseball-related issue of local concern? Please write to me ONLY --- no phone calls, please! My address is 2323 Avenue V, Brooklyn, NY 11229. Only contact me --- not Evelyn Begley. We will present a representative sample of opinions in our next edition. Thanks for bearing with me. I hope I made my point clearly. As the top says, what is your opinion? We would like to know.
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[image: image16.wmf]Answers to Trivia

( 1. Clyde King, Giants 1969-70, Braves 1974.

( 2. Rusty Staub, with Houston in 1964 and

 the Mets in 1984-85.

( 3. Kid Nichols, 9 times.
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             June 7----Lawrence Ritter The Story of Baseball

                             Larry Mansch The Life and Times of a Baseball 


Hall of Famer
            June 9----Eliot Asinof Eight Men Out and Man on Spikes
            June 19--James Overmyer Queen of the Negro Leagues: 




Effa Manley and the Newark Eagles
             June 26--Chris Jennison & Ray Robinson Yankee Stadium:




75 Years of Drama, Glamour & Glory
             July 2----Tim Wendell Castro’s Curveball
             July 3----Curt Smith Our House: A Tribute to Fenway Park
             July 9---Mark Millikin Jimmie Foxx: The Pride of Sudlersville
             July 10--Tom Herr A View From Second Base
             July 16--Joe Wallace The Autobiography of Baseball
             July 17--John Morris Bullet Bob Goes To Louisville
             July 18--Frye Gaillard &Byron Baldwin The 521 All-Stars: A


Championship Story of Baseball and Community
             July 22--Jerome Holtzman The Commissioners

             July 23--Bob Broeg The St. Louis Cardinals Encyclopedia
             July 30--George Gmelch In The Ballpark: The Working Lives 




Of Baseball People

             July 31--Bob Blass The Managers

             Aug. 6--Bill Kashatus Connie Mack’s ’29 Triumph and Mike



Schmidt: A Baseball Biography
             Aug. 7--Fred Bowen T.J.’s Secret Pitch

          Rob Rains Mark McGwire: Mac Attack!
             Aug.14-Doug & Jeffrey Lyons Out of Left Field

             Aug.28-Marty Appel Slide Kelly Slide
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    THE GOOD, THE BAD, AND THE UGLY

©By

Scott Flatow

Who were the starting pitchers in the majors the day we bombed Hiroshima? Would you believe that someone who was organizing a trivia competition for a SABR national actually asked me if this was a good question? 

Had the gentleman presented enough posers of this caliber, it is probable that the contestants would have led a pogrom that would have made a 15th century heretical inquisition comparatively sedate.


People who repeatedly ask lousy trivia questions are generally lumped into the following categories:

A. Nincompoop

B. Sadist

C. Nerd

D. A despised amalgam of the three


What follows is a manifesto, if you will, concerning the do’s and don’ts of creating baseball trivia questions.

§  Know Your Audience: Are you chatting with a 14 year old who obsesses over the Tampa Bay Devil Rays, or a SABR researcher at a national convention? The need to calibrate the difficulty level may seem obvious, but many people fail to make necessary adjustments. Ask receptive individuals about their areas of interest prior to posing your question.

§  Check Your Facts: Some questions initially sound great, yet bomb when the answer is wrong. We all make mistakes. But researching your information will 

help.  One of the classic erroneous teasers is one we have all heard: 

Who was the first African-American to play in the majors?


Ask your average fan and he or she will invariably regurgitate Jackie Robinson. Time and again, Fleet and Welday Walker’s 1884 season is swept to the back of the dugout.

§  Include Qualifiers: Suppose you are asking about seasonal totals such as batting averages or ERAs, state whether or not your player qualified for a league leadership. This question was posed during a national competition:

Who was the first Met to bat .300 in a season? 


Now the question maker wanted Richie Ashburn, but the contestants quickly pointed out that Whitey did not have enough plate appearances to qualify for the batting title. They felt the answer should have been Joe Christopher and Ron Hunt in 1964. Their protest was denied. 

[image: image22.wmf]
Furthermore, if there was a 19th century precedent, or you are unsure, simply insert "20th century" into your puzzler. Otherwise, a knowledgeable respondent will likely question your wording. Even if your listener is unaware, at least you are being historically accurate. If you think this qualifier is negligible, remember the Walker brothers.

        Finally, some questions may be impossible unless you include either a team, position, or a time frame. David Nemec addressed this topic in one of his trivia books. "A good question doesn’t just hit you with a bizarre feat. It offers you a reasonable shot at getting the player who performed it by providing enough other information about him to make for at least an educated guess." How much you choose to give or withhold is up to you. Just remember, too little information can ruin a potentially enjoyable puzzler.
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§  Names are Preferable to Numbers: Statistics can fire the imagination, but data alone seldom makes for juicy answers. Numbers, however, can be an integral part within a given question, or answer. You decide which of these two questions are more interesting:

How many homers did Rabbit Maranville hit in 1922?

Answer: 0

Which Hall of Famer holds the record for the most at-bats in a season with a homer?

Answer: Rabbit Maranville

If I have to explain why the latter is more entertaining than the former then you may want to check choice D for yourself (see above).


Of course, you should include data like the team (Pittsburgh) the year (1922) and the number of at-bats (672) in the answer. However, this is not the same as a straight statistical solution.
However, there are a few exceptions. One teaser that qualifies has been tossed around for years:

When Roger Maris hit 61 homers in 1961, how many times was he intentionally walked?

Answer: 0 

[image: image23.wmf]I never thought this was a great question, but it is better than most in this category. Some readers will readily take issue with me, but I am willing to wager Kevin Brown’s earnings that if you searched your memory for your favorite question, the answer is not simply a number. 

§  Great Answers Save the Day: Some questions appear innocuous on the surface, but their beauty lies within the answers:

Who played center field for the Tribe the day Bob Feller no-hit the Yankees in 1946?


At first glance you might think, "Who cares?" If the answer was Pat Seerey, their regular center fielder, I would agree. However, it happens to be Bob Lemon.

§  Good Fact/Bad Trivia: Some material might be interesting, but it makes for poor questions. 

Who are all the men who played for the Cubs and the White Sox? 

Wake me up when your buddy gets to Lloyd Merriman. Questions like these drag on forever, and are far more entertaining when presented simply as a list accompanying an article, or in a media guide.

§  Have Fun: Ultimately your main objective should be to entertain and inform. If you keep the above guidelines in mind you will succeed. But, if you choose to discard everything I have offered then proceed at your own peril.
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Clippings

©By Al Blumkin
            As of May 7th, the New York Yankees have a 19-9 record and lead the American League East by 4½ games over Tampa Bay and Toronto. They are playing well periodically, but should not equal the 114 wins achieved in 1998. They are in a very weak division with teams that should not offer a challenge for the division title.

           The indispensable man so far has to be Derek Jeter, the baby-faced shortstop. He is currently batting .378 which leads the American League and has 6 home runs  and 23 RBIs. Chili Davis has been productive at DH and Bernie Williams is  starting to hit. Paul O’Neill and Tino Martinez are streak hitters who can get hot  at any time. The Yankees can survive any position injuries with the exceptions of Jeter and Williams.
           The Yankees’ pitching has been erratic. David Cone has been the most consistent starter, Orlando Hernandez has pitched well at Yankee Stadium, Andy Pettite is coming around and Irabu is Irabu. Roger Clemens, who is currently on the disabled list, has been hit very hard twice. Their middle relief has been horrible. Mike Stanton and Jeff Nelson have been lit up consistently. Mariano Rivera has been consistent as a closer. Ramiro Mendoza has been versatile.  The lack of left-handers may hurt in the long run.

           Despite their weaknesses in middle relief and left-field, the Yankees should win 100 games and be on a collision course with the Indians for the American League Championship.
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One If By Land, Two (or Three) if by the 

sea, by the sea, by the beautiful sea----


My sisters and I recommend taking the Yankee Clipper Baseball Cruise run by NY Waterway, to and from the Stadium, especially when the weather’s warm and the East River breeze cools you from the top deck.

We counted 13 bridges from the South Street Seaport to the Bronx. Visible policemen assure safety every step of the way, and for $12 roundtrip, you have 40-45 minutes to just relax.

[image: image32.wmf][image: image33.wmf]
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On the way back to Manhattan, the first stop is 90th Street where the Harlem River merges with the East River, then 34th Street is the middle stop with Pier 17 (South Street Seaport) as the terminal. The ferry was free on April 13th (Baltimore was in town). 

The “Mets Express” offered game ticket packages on April 12th (Opening Day v. Florida) but I don’t know anyone who has taken the Mets Express so I don’t know what happens after 90th St. in Manhattan, but the # for anyone intrigued is 1-800-53-FERRY or access the info at  www.nywaterway.com  
~~~~~~ Evelyn, Marian, and Petra Begley
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[image: image36.wmf]MEMBER PROFILE: Rick Liebling
            As a new member of SABR and the Casey Stengel chapter here in New York, I'd like to thank you for the opportunity to introduce myself to all of you.  Let me begin by relating a bit of my baseball experience.  I worked in media relations in professional baseball from 1994 to 1996.  My first two years were spent in the minor leagues, first with the Colorado Springs Sky Sox (AAA, Pacific Coast League, Rockies) and then with the San Bernardino Spirit (A, Cal League, Dodgers).  

            Both years we made the playoffs, and in '95 with the Spirit we won the league title. From there I moved to New York and the Yankees.  As you all know '96 was a magical season, from Doc's no hitter and the return of Darryl Strawberry, to Jim Leyritz's epic homer in Atlanta.  When I tell people I worked for the Yanks, they always say, 'Did you know George Costanza (Seinfeld).'  Well, SABR members, I was George Costanza.  Once the playoffs began I became the assistant to the traveling secretary, the position George held when he worked for the Boss.  After my second championship in two years I left baseball, and now work in Manhattan for a sports public relations firm.

            Despite working for the Yankees, I must confess I am a Red Sox fan.  My personal list of favorite players goes something like this: Williams, Yaz, Dewey, Boggs, Mo and Nomar.  Evans went to the same high school I did (Chatsworth High in California) and I am just fascinated by the whole franchise.  I finally saw my first game at Fenway last year and it was magical.  Other than the Sox I'm also a big fan of Frank Thomas and enjoy Hall of Fame discussions.  My favorite baseball book is Bill James' "The Politics of Glory."

[image: image37.wmf]Being 29 years old, I never got to see some of the all-time greats, but with a father who was a history teacher I've always had an interest in the past. My dad was also a journalism teacher,  that's where I got my interest in broadcasters and sports journalists.  While I enjoy today's game and think that we are seeing some of the best ever right now - Gwynn, Bonds, Thomas, Clemens - I wish there weren't quite so many teams and that players didn't jump from team to team so much. I really admire the Gwynns and Ripkens.

Finally, I plan on making my first trip to Cooperstown this Memorial Day weekend.  Feel free to contact me. The best way to get a hold of me is via email: rdlnyc@aol.com.
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Next	Regional at Yogi Berra Museum on August 28th, from 10am-2pm in Montclair, NJ





			


The next New York City SABR chapter regional will be held on Saturday, August 28th, 1999 at the Yogi Berra Museum from 10am-2pm in Montclair, NJ, and will feature an appearance by Dale Berra.


The $15 cost covers admission to the museum, buffet breakfast, and the meeting with Mr. Berra. For every 25 SABR attendees, SABR will get an inscribed brick in the building. Send $15 check made out to: SABR  NY	c/o Ross Adell	


141-10  28th Ave., apt.	#3G			Flushing, NY 11354			
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Barnes & Noble Baseball Reading Discussion Groups Begin


	The first baseball discussion group at the Union Square branch (33 E. 17 St.) of Barnes and Noble, held Saturday, April 10th, was a resounding success, with 31 people attending the reading group, which is sponsored by the Society for American Baseball Research (SABR) every second Saturday each month. The esteemed authors Joseph Dorinson and Dr. Joram Warmund, both professors at  LIU who had coordinated the acclaimed April 1997 LIU Conference commemorating the 50th anniversary of Jackie Robinson's momentous debut, captivated listeners with fascinating details of Jackie Robinson's life and encouraged an exchange of ideas on ethnicity, baseball, race, Brooklyn, and other issues.


More than 2 dozen well-researched, insightful essays comprise a part of the enlightening "Jackie Robinson: Race, Sports, and the American Dream"  (E.M. Sharpe, Inc., 1998), described as a labor of love by Mr. Dorinson and Dr. Warmund.  After the dynamic speakers responded to a variety of questions, they signed copies of 


Continued on page 3




















































































































































































































their book (sold by B&N at a discount for those attending the meeting). Two of the contributing writers, Peter Williams ("The Interborough Iliad") and Robert Gruber ("It Happened in Brooklyn") attended the Reading Group's Discussion, adding several thought-provoking comments and opinions to stimulate the audience.


	On Saturday, May 8th, Al Blumkin, the National SABR Trivia Champion, led a discussion on "Yankee Heroes." He astounded the audience of 20 with his knowledge of Yankee history, managers, trades, minor league farm teams, and World Series games. Players whose careers he highlighted included Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig, Joe DiMaggio, Yogi Berra, and Mickey Mantle as well as today’s current roster, particularly Derek Jeter. 


There will be equal time for "Mets Heroes" (July), and other topics will include "One-Game Wonders" (June), "Baseball Fiction" (August), and "Baseball and the Movies," the last to be conducted by the renowned baseball-in-films author Rob Edelman. 


The Forest Hills branch (70-00 Austin Blvd.) of Barnes & Noble will also offer a Baseball Reading Discussion Group, beginning Thursday, June 17that 7:30pm. These groups will be conducted by Ben Baschinsky, a NYC SABR member known for his enthusiasm and dedication, whose opening theme will be "Father's Day---NY players in the Hall of Fame." For information on the Queens group, e-mail Ben Baschinsky (� HYPERLINK mailto:Benroto@aol.com ��Benroto@aol.com�)	For information on the Union Square (Manhattan) group, e-mail Evelyn Begley � HYPERLINK mailto:ebegley2@juno.com) ��ebegley2@juno.com)�.
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Calendar of Events


June 12th--B&N BB Reading       Discussion 


( "One-Game Wonders."


Union Square (33 E. 17 St), 4th Floor (rear)


( 5:30-6:30pm,   Saturday 6/12/99


( (  Damian and Evelyn Begley will lead a discussion of the book, Once Around the Bases by Richard Tellis. 


June 17th--B&N BB Reading Discussion 


( "Father's Day -- NY Players in the Hall of Fame."


Forest Hills (70-00 Austin Blvd.)


( 7:30-8:30pm, Thursday 6/17/99


( Ben Baschinsky will conduct a "Father's Day" theme on "NY Players in the Hall of Fame" and discuss some of his research on that topic as well. 


July 10th--B&N BB Reading Discussion 


( "Mets Heroes.”


Union Square (33 E. 17 St), 4th Floor (rear)


( 5:30-6:30pm, Saturday 7/10/99


( ( Ross Adell and Burt Bloom will explore the mystique of Mets heroes such as Tom Seaver and Gil Hodges.


August 14th--B&N BB Reading Discussion 


( "Baseball Fiction."


Union Square (33 E. 17 St), 4th Floor (rear)


( 5:30-6:30pm, Saturday 8/14/99

















Mets Matters        ©By Ross Adell


       





The New York Mets are off to their best start since 1988!  They were 18-7 after 25 games in 1988, which was the last year they appeared in post-season play.  In 1999, after 25 games, they have a 16-9 record and are in second place, 1 1/2 games behind the Atlanta Braves and 3 1/2 games ahead of the third place Philadelphia Phillies.  They currently have the best second place record in the National League, one game ahead of the St. Louis Cardinals and two games ahead of the Los Angeles Dodgers.





       	The Mets have had a winning record after 25 games only 14 times in their 38- year history, the first being 1970 (13-12), a year after their first World Series victory.  Just for the record, in 1969, they were 11-14, in fourth place, six games back of the Chicago Cubs. Not surprisingly, the Mets best record after 25 games was in 1986 when they were 20-5, in first place, four games ahead of the second place Montreal Expos. The worst Met record after25 games took place in 1964, the first season of Shea Stadium, when they started the season 6-19.  Last year, the Mets were 13-12, in second place, four games behind the Braves.





      	 At this writing, the Mets have a five-game winning streak.  The streak started in dramatic fashion.  On April 28 with the Mets trailing the San Diego Padres 3-2 in the bottom of the ninth, Padre closer Trevor Hoffman allowed a leadoff single to John Olerud.  Mike Piazza followed with an opposite field home run to give the Mets a dramatic come-from-behind victory.  Piazza's blast ended a streak of 181 games dating back to July 14, 1996, in which the Padres won after leading through eight innings.





      	 It was the fourth time that Piazza ended a game with a home run.  Ironically, Piazza's first career game-ending homer also was hit against Hoffman.  On June 25, 1995 while with the Dodgers, Piazza smacked a three run blast with none out in the ninth inning giving Los Angeles an 8-5 win over San Diego. The winning streak reached five games when the Mets swept a three game series with San Francisco.  The Giants came into Shea with a six-game winning streak and the best record in the National League.





    	   The last time the Mets swept a three game set against the Giants at Shea was May 17-19, 1977.  On May 17, Jerry Koosman went the distance beating John Montefusco 8-1.  In the second contest, Jon Matlack shut out the Giants and Jim Barr 2-0.  Jackson Todd got his first career win in his first major league start in the series finale as the Mets edged out a 4-3 win.  Ed Halicki who threw a no-hitter against the Mets in 1975, was the losing pitcher.
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When you come to a fork in the road......








           


          YOUR NAME HERE





   We are waiting for you to step up to the plate and take your place in the lineup ---- We need editors, writers, contributors, volunteers for layout design, publicists; we do need you!





Contact Evelyn Begley at the address below OR via e-mail � HYPERLINK mailto:ebegley2@juno.com ��ebegley2@juno.com�


625 East 14th St., NY, NY 10009	(212) 477-8809
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Trivia  Quiz





by Scott Flatow and Ken Samelson, co-authors  of The Macmillan Trivia Quiz Book (Macmillan, NY: 1998).





( 3. Which Hall of Famer defeated Cy Young more often than any other pitcher?


		(Answers on page 5)








Dr. Joram Warmund (far left) and Joe Dorinson (center) field a question from a reader.  





Bob Gruber (far right) is in deep contemplation about issues involving Jackie Robinson, the Brooklyn Dodgers, and race. 
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Do You Know the Way to Yogi’s Place?


Just Take This Fork In The Road…





For more info, contact Steve Nadel at (718)409-4527 or


� HYPERLINK mailto:gongee@worldnet.att.net ��gongee@worldnet.att.net�	By BUS----Call 1-800-631-1281 for further info or to answer questions. Your bus ticket MUST be purchased BEFORE boarding the bus. Buy your ticket at the Port Authority, Windows 24-28 downstairs.


 Cost: $4.55 each way (30 minute ride). Buses leave every half hour, beginning at 8:30 am on Platform 413. From the Port Authority, get the #66 bus (Decamp Bus Lines) to Mount Hebron Cemetery, Valley Road. When you get off the bus (check with the driver) turn RIGHT and walk 2 or 3 blocks past the cemetery. Go to Normal Avenue for the entrance to Montclair State University. Go to the guard’s booth and ask for the Shuttle Bus directions to the Museum


	By Car---- Yogi Berra Stadium is on the campus of Montclair State University, which is located at the intersection of Valley Road and Normal Avenue in Upper Montclair, New Jersey, one mile south of the junction of Routes 3 & 46. The Valley Road entrance to the University is the best access point to Yogi Berra Stadium and Museum.


To Valley Road ---- From Route 3 West to Route 46 West: At the intersection of Route 3 and Route 46 West, take the Valley Road Exit. Proceed south on Valley Road approx. ¼ mile and turn right into University entrance.


Route 46 East, Little Falls: Take the Valley Road Exit (immediately after the Six Brothers Diner and McDonald’s). St the end of the exit ramp, turn right onto Valley Road. Proceed approx. ¼   and turn right into University entrance. Yogi Berra Stadium is at the top of the hill.


New Jersey Turnpike: Take Exit 16W to Route 3 West. Follow directions from Route 3 West.


Garden State Parkway South: Take Exit 154 to Route 46 West. Follow directions from Route 3 West to Route 46 West.


Garden State Parkway North: Take Exit 153B (left lane) to Route 3 West. Follow directions from Route 3 West. 








Trivia  Quiz


by Scott Flatow and Ken Samelson, co-authors of The Macmillan Trivia Quiz Book (Macmillan, NY: 1998)





( 2. Which player was a teammate of both Nellie Fox and Dwight Gooden?


		(Answers on page 5)
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Thanks for organizing the discussion groups on Saturday. My wife and I enjoyed it very much. There seemed to be a lot of knowledgeable people there and ir was only too bad there wasn’t enough time for some more dialogue among them.


	               Steve Popofsky
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Group in Westchester Meets Informally Each Month; Danny Gardella was special guest in May





   First in March, then in April, a small group of Westchester residents led by Frank Jazzo, Ken Matinale and John Pardon, met in White Plains to share ideas about continuing the monthly meetings, and to exchange opinions about expansion, reporting styles, umpires being challenged, and players from Aaron to McGwire. 


   John Pardon answered questions about the process of organizing a Regional, which is a likely possibility given the strong interest in developing a Westchester-based group. Cliff Blau and Mike Aronstein attended, and both, along with Tony Morante and a handful of others were treated to a cozy chat with former NY Giant Danny Gardella on Friday, May 14th . 


   Gardella entertained questions about his career, the Polo Grounds, Mel Ott, his out-of-court settlement with major league baseball. He brought Father Conway, former baseball chaplain in the 1970s and 1980s, with him, and discussed the possibility of appearing at another meeting in the future.


   For further information about the upcoming mid-June meeting, contact either Frank Jazzo (914) 949-2971 or Ken Matinale (914) 422-1518 (e-mail: baseballdatabase@aol.com).








Westchester’s Best





(left to right): Ken Matinale, Cliff Blau, Frank Jazzo, Peter (guest), John Pardon, Mike Aronstein. 
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Cooperstown


Book Signings
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their book (sold by B&N at a discount for those attending the meeting). Two of the contributing writers, Peter Williams ("The Interborough Iliad") and Robert Gruber ("It Happened in Brooklyn") attended the Reading Group's Discussion, adding several thought-provoking comments and opinions to stimulate the audience.


	On Saturday, May 8th, Al Blumkin, the National SABR Trivia Champion, led a discussion on "Yankee Heroes." He astounded the audience of 20 with his knowledge of Yankee history, managers, trades, minor league farm teams, and World Series games. Players whose careers he highlighted included Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig, Joe DiMaggio, Yogi Berra, and Mickey Mantle as well as today’s current roster, particularly Derek Jeter. 


There will be equal time for "Mets Heroes" (July), and other topics will include "One-Game Wonders" (June), "Baseball Fiction" (August), and "Baseball and the Movies," the last to be conducted by the renowned baseball-in-films author Rob Edelman. 


The Forest Hills branch (70-00 Austin Blvd.) of Barnes & Noble will also offer a Baseball Reading Discussion Group, beginning Thursday, June 17that 7:30pm.  These groups will be conducted by Ben Baschinsky,  a NYC SABR member known for his enthusiasm and dedication, whose opening theme will be "Father's Day---NY players in the Hall of Fame." 


For information on the Queens group, e-mail Ben Baschinsky (� HYPERLINK mailto:Benroto@aol.com ��Benroto@aol.com�)


For information on the Union Square (Manhattan) group, e-mail Evelyn Begley � HYPERLINK mailto:ebegley2@juno.com) ��ebegley2@juno.com)�.











					           ASK AL





How can I find out if a relative ever played minor league baseball in the 1880s in New York?





              With all the fly-by-night teams during that era, it’ll be tough.  Check with your local librarian, search the Web for genealogical records, and go through the newspaper columns of that period. 


              Minor league NYC baseball had only on Base Ball Column in those days so you’ll find out fast if your relative’s name is there. 


               SABR members can also inquire with the Minor League and/or 19th Century Committees. Good Luck! 


									


 -- Al Blumkin
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Trivia  Quiz
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 , co-authors of
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Macmillan Trivia Book







 (Macmillan, NY: 1998).
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1. Who is the only skipper to manage both







Hank Aaron and Willie Mays in the majors?







        (Answers on page 5)
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