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THE STUDENT BODY

Use, use and used. The terrible truth is that we do and are without exception.

The Old use the young to prove that they have learned and the young, as an excuse against future oldness, do it often to the old. Use each other. Take, take and be taken. Society welcomes you.

The student body is a thriller set in the alternative now. A new wave party runs Ireland and the power of the people has never been so absolute. The opposition, an embodiment of all that has gone and been disgraced, have only one choice; cut off the head of the new power in politics, or fade away into the history books without a fight. 


The student body it the story of how four university students, Peter, Terry, Rhianna and Anne-Marie, are used by the opposition party to commit the assassination of the new age leader Walter Thisgo.


After a rigorous course of drug-induced reoccurring nightmares that result in shared delusions, Peter, Terry and Rhianna witness the death of their friend Anne-Marie and are plunged over the edge by this final torment.


In the midst of their distress they realise that there is only one solid connection, one face to blame for all that has happened to them and they lash out at it in the hope of freeing themselves, or at least ending their nightmares.


The students kill Walter Thisgo and the country is plunged into political turmoil. 

In the aftermath of the drug fuelled murder the three students realise what they have done and flee the scene aided by Oscar, a homeless man who has witnessed much of their manipulation. While in hiding they uncover their own parents have perpetrated the plot and that they have been sacrificed for the good of the Regressive Party.  Worse still, they find that Anne-Marie was not killed but planted among them, necessary to ensure that they reached the correct conclusions in the lead up to their purpose. 


They have been doubly betrayed. They know now that they are alone with little chance of salvation. Even with Oscar's knowledge of Dublin's underground, the students are caught and brought to justice.


The country is calling for their heads and the Regressive Party are set to take over even as the people of Ireland grieve, their plan successful and their future secured.


But that's where they are wrong, as they are the ones who have been manipulated. Walter Thisgo is still alive in hiding and now a martyr to his cause. On the evening before receiving their sentence the three students are visited by Walter and his daughter Adeline, whom they recognise as Anne-Marie. He tells them of his vision for Ireland's future and how the only way to ensure permanent change was to make this ultimate sacrifice for the countries good.


"I will come for you," Walter Thisgo tells them and apologises for the terrible ordeal the three have endured. He tells the three that after they are sentenced and committed to a mental hospital, they are to await his return. Then he will take them abroad to where he has exiled himself and there they will be rewarded for tortures they have endured.


The story ends with the three students living in the mental hospital, waiting for the return of Walter Thisgo as though he were a Jesus like character. They watch the gates every day and wonder whether he really did come to visit them that last time on the eve of their sentencing, or was it another horrible dream, another hangover from there brainwashing.


Terry, the weakest mind amongst them, kills himself when he can wait no more. Even after his father Oscar visits him and tries to give him hope, Terry is unable to keep from giving up on life and fades into his awaiting nightmares.

Rhianna and Peter are the last of the group, the lovers.

Finally Harold Thisgo comes to rescue them from their plight. It is a beautiful sunny day and Harold is wearing a white tuxedo and is driven in a white limousine. Their saviour has come at last. 


In this final delusion Peter and Rhianna, having horded their medication for more than a year, die. In the sunlight of the afternoon, lying on the dark green grass of the hospital grounds, their hearts give in to overdose with a final smile on there dreaming faces.

Their rescuer has come at last. Their waiting horrors cannot touch them as they sink into death together.

The End

