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GUIDANCE NOTES FOR PROJECT

1.0
OBJECTIVES:
Objectives of the project are to enable students to identify the 




relevance of the discipline of Land Economy and Valuation 




surveying in dealing with land resources within the context of the 




national economy, and to expose them to the techniques of major 




research involving the collection, interpretation and application of 




facts and information, towards the formulation of policy decisions 




in the field of land economy.

2.0
REGISTRATION


OF TOPIC
2.1 Submission of Topics: All final year students are required to submit the title of their proposed project by …date to be decided.

2.2


Project Base: The project is based mainly on the final year 





subjects.


2.3


Approval of Topic and allocation of supervisor: The choice of 




topic must be approved by the project coordinator before a detailed 



investigation can begin. The project coordinator provides overall 




guidance for each student and will appoint an individual supervisor 



who will be responsible for the immediate and direct supervision 




of the project.





2.31
Permitted Dissertation topics





It is suggested that students choose a topic from one of the 





following disciplines.





(1)
Land Economics





(2)
Law (Planning, Land, Environment)





(3)
Property Management





(4)
Estate Agency including marketing





(5)
National and Local economics within the context of 






government policy.





(6)
Information Technology, for example; Land information 





Systems (GIS Technology), database management, the use 





of spreadsheets in appraisal, word processing etc.





(7)
Environment





(8)
Planning





(9)
Globalisation and its impact on local and national economy 





with particular reference to the property market.





(10)
The Property Investment Market






-
Commercial






-
Residential






-
Industrial






-
Agricultural






-
Leisure





The various issues regarding valuation techniques 






can be dealt with under any on of these topics.





(11)
Auctioneering





(12)
Construction




The above list is by no means exhaustive, however students will find it 



useful to stick within the range of topics suggested.


2.4

Progress and supervision: It is incumbent upon the student to propose a 



schedule of meetings with his/her supervisor. This will be critically 



important, if proper guidance is to be received. The lecturer in charge will 



be responsible for the 
supervision of the students and the coordination of 



all work in respect of 
the project. Students may be asked to report to 



him/her periodically, the progress on their work.

2.5
Submission: Completed projects must be submitted to the LEVS office by …date to be decided. Projects submitted after that date will be treated as resit projects and the marks capped accordingly.

3.0

CHOICE OF TOPIC

The choice of topic must be approached with care. Every effort should be made to ensure that the topic chosen is one that will generate sufficient interest on the part of the student. Care must also be taken to avoid generalised topics, which are not only wide in sphere, but gargantuan in scope. For example, a topic such as “traffic congestion in Jamaica” would entail a huge amount of research, possibly more suitable to work of a doctoral nature. Similarly, where it is hard to prove a nexus between two seemingly related variables, one should be careful to ensure that there is sufficient data to support the hypothesis proposed. The “effect of traffic congestion on values in New Kingston” would for example require the use and application of regression and other more advanced statistical approaches.




In this regard the student/researcher must ask, whether there is sufficient 



material available to support the research project. The student must also 



consider whether the research can be completed within the given tine 



frame. The best projects are the ones centred around precise 




topics/locations with the objective of proving or disproving a hypothesis.

4.0

STYLE


4.1

English: The final year project is a research document and the style of 



English should reflect this. A very high percentage of projects are failed 



each year because of poor grammar, syntax and spelling. This is a 




professional document that will be read by academic and business 




people. Whilst the popular vernacular remains patois in Jamaica, it is not 



recognised locally or internationally. Persons not able to write in proper 



English should avail themselves of a remedial course. "Americanisms" are 


also not acceptable. Most word processing documents are equipped with 



US spellers, and you should be aware of this. For example “lots” is not a 



word in standard Jamaican (English) English, and centre is not spelt 



center.

Avoid use of the first person. For example, “I investigated the following points...” Should be phrased as “The following points were 
investigated”. Additionally, it is now accepted practice to avoid politically correct phrases such as “Third World” which should now be referred to as “Developing Countries”. Accordingly the use of masculine and or feminine gender should be minimised and an appropriate generic synonyms used where possible.


4.2

Grammar/Syntax: Try to keep the length of sentences to a maximum 



around 17-20 words. Sentences of greater length are often difficult to 



grasp. Also, try to break up issues into paragraphs of no more than say 8 to 


10 sentences. This will allow for some relief to the reader. As much as 



possible use subheadings and bullet points to hone in on issues. This will 



add clarity to your document and readily highlight major points.




It is advisable that the project be proof read by an independent person 



before submission and that you seek out constructive criticism from your 



peers. Excessive typographical errors are unacceptable.

