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Luke

Luke Writes About the Life of Jesus Lord (God) to offer the incensel’There were

Dear Theophilus, Many people have trigglany, many people outside. They were

to give a history of the things thapraying at the time the incense was offered.
happened among ugThey have written the 1IThen, on the right side of the incense table,
same things that we learned from some ottt angel of the LordGod) came and stood
people—the people that saw those things frgfore Zechariaht2When he saw the angel,
the beginning and served God by tellingechariah was upset and very afréitBut the
people his messagell myself studied angel said to him, “Zechariah, don't be afraid.
everything carefully from the beginning, youYour prayer has been heard by God. Your
Excellency: Then | thought | should write itwife, Elizabeth, will give birth to a baby boy.
for you. So | put it in order in a book. write  You must name him Joh#You will be very,

these things so that you can know that whégry happy. Many people will be happy

you have been taught is true. because of his birti>2John will be a great man
for the Lord(God). He will never drink wine
Zechariah and Elizabeth or liquor. Even at the time when John is being

5During the time when Herddruled Judea, born, he will be filled with the Holy Spirit.
there was a priest named Zechariah. Zecharigdohn will help many Jews return to the Lord
belonged to Abijah’s groupZechariah’s wife their God.17John himself will go first before
came from the family of Aaron. Her namdhe Lord. John will be powerful like Elijah.
was Elizabeth6Zechariah and Elizabeth werdie will have the same spirit Elijah had. He
truly good people before God. They didvill make peace between fathers and their
everything the LordGod) commanded andchildren. Many people are not obeying God.
told people to do. They were without faultJohn will bring those people back to the right
7But Zechariah and Elizabeth had no childrei/ay that people should think. He will make
Elizabeth could not have a baby; and both @&ople ready for thgoming of the Lord.”
them were very old. 18Zechariah said to the angel, “How can |

8Zechariah was serving as a priest befogow that what you say is true? | am an old
God for his group. It was his group’s time tg1an, and my wife is also old.” _
serve.9The priests always chose one priest to'°The angel answered him, “l am Gabriel. |
offer the incensé Zechariah was chosen to d@/ways stand ready before God. God sent me

this. So Zechariah went into the tenipté the to talk to you and to tell you this good news.
20Now, listen! You will not be able to talk

Excellency This word was used in speaking or writing to aMﬂt“ the day when these things happen- You

important person like a king or ruler to show respect. will lose your speech. Why? Because you did
Herod Herod | (the Great), of Judea, BQ.to 4B.C.
Abijah’s group Jewish priests were divided into 24 groups. See

1 Chron. 24. Holy Spirit Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, and
incense Special dried tree sap used for a sacrifice. It was burned tothe Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does God'’s
make a sweet-smelling smoke. work among people in the world.

temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.  Elijah A prophet that lived about 8HC.
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not believe what | told you. But these things 35The angel said to Mary, “The Holy Spirit
will really happen.” will come to you and the power of the Most
210utside, the people were still waiting foHigh (God) will cover you. The baby will be
Zechariah. They were surprised that he whsly. He will be called the Son of God.
staying so long in the temple22Then 36Also, your relative Elizabeth is pregnant.
Zechariah came outside, but he could n8he is very old, but she is going to have a son.
speak to them. So the people knew thEveryone thought she could not have a baby,
Zechariah had seen a visianside the temple. but she has been pregnant now for six months!
Zechariah could not speak. He could onB/God can do anything!”
make signs to the peopEWhen Zechariah's  38Mary said, “I am the servant girl of the
time of service was finished, he went home. Lord (God). Let this thing you have said
24 ater, Zechariah's wife, Elizabeth, becamiappen to me!” Then the angel went away.
pregnant. So she did not go out of her house for N . .
five months. Elizabeth said>‘Look what the Mary Visits Zechariah and Elizabeth
Lord (God) has done for me! He decided to 3%Mary got up and went quickly to a town in
help me have a baby Now people will stop the hill country of Judea’She went into
thinking there is something wrong with me.” Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth.
o 41\When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the
The Virgin Mary unborn baby inside Elizabeth jumped. Then
26-2During Elizabeth’s sixth month ofElizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.
pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to*&lizabeth said with a loud voice, “God has
virgin® girl that lived in Nazareth, a town irblessed youMary) more than any other
Galilee. The girl was engaged to marry a mawoman. And God has blessed the baby which
named Joseph from the family of DavitHer you will give birth to.43You are the mother of
name was MaryzéThe angel came to her andhy Lord, and you have come to me! Why has
said, “Greetings! The Lor@God)is with you. something so good happened to m&¥hen |
You are very special to him.” heard your voice, the baby inside me jumped
29But Mary was very confused about whatith joy. 43What a blessing is yours because
the angel said. Mary wondered, “What dog®u believed what the Lorod)said to you!

this mean?” You believed this would happen.”
30The angel said to her, “Don't be afraid, _
Mary, because God is very pleased with you. Mary Praises God

31 isten! You will become pregnant. You will  46Then Mary said,

give birth to a baby boy. And you will name ,; ., .. ,

him Jesus32He will be great(important) 7 plr%:?ne\fgf Lh(;rc(GogE))gvalltJ\SZII my heart.
People will call him the Son of the Most High God igm pg.}a/vior

(God). The Lord God will make him king like g | am not im o?ltant '

his ancestor David.33Jesus will rule over the But God ﬁas shown his care for me
people of Jacabforever. Jesus’ kingdom will his servant gir ’

never end.” ,
34Mary said to the angel, “How will this Fron%hna(%v;/ grr:]’ &Iégseeoé)le will say
happen? | am still a virgii’ 49 '

because the Powerful O@od)
has done great things for me.
His name is very holy.

temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.

vision(s) Something like dreams that God used to speak to people.

virgin A girl that is not married and has never had sexual relations.

David King of Israel about 1000 years before Christ. Holy Spirit Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, and

Jacob Father of twelve sons from whom the twelve family groups the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does God's
of Israel descended. work among people in the world.
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0 God always gives mercy to those people the people that heard about these things
that worship him. wondered about them. They thought, “What
51 God reached out his arm will this child (John)be?” They said this
and showed his power: because the Lor(izod)was with this child.
He scattered those people that are proud
and think great things about themselves. Zechariah Praises God

52 God brOUght down rulers from their throneS, 67Then Zechariah’ John's father, was filled
and he raised up the humble people.  ith the Holy Spirit* He told the people

53 God filled the hungry people what would happen:
with good things, o
but he sent theelfishly rich people 68 “Praise to the Lord God of Israghe Jews)
away with nothing. God has come to help his people
54 God has helped Israel—the people he chose and has given them freedom.
to serve him. 69 God has given us a powerful Savior
He did not forget his promise to give us from the family of God's servant, David.
his mercy. 70 God said that he would do this.
55 God has done what he promised He said it through his holy prophgts
to our ancestorsto Abrahant, that lived long ago. ,
and to his children forever.” 71 God will save us from our enemies
_ _ and from the power of all those
S6Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about that hate us.
three months. Then Mary went home. 72 God said he would give mercy to
The Birth of John our fathers.

And he remembered his holy promise.
5"When it was time for Elizabeth to giVe 73 God made a promise to Abrah)g_rg],

birth, she had a boy8Her neighbors and our father.
relatives heard that the Lof@od) was very God promised to free us from the
good to her. They were happy for her. 74 power of our enemies,

SWhen the baby was eight days old, they g that we could serve him without fear.
came to circumcisehim. They wanted to 75 We will be ho|y and good before God as
name him Zechariah because this was his long as we live.
father's nameS9But his mother said, “No! He

will be named John.” 76 “Now you, little boy, will be called a
61The people said to Elizabeth, “But no one prophet of the Most High(God)

in your family has this namglohn)” 62Then You will go first before the Lord

they made signs to his father, “What would to make the people ready

you like to name him?” for the Lord's coming.
63Zechariah asked for something to write”” You will make his people know

on. Then Zechariah wrote, “His name is John.” that they will be saved.

All the people were surprisec4Then They will be saved by having

Zechariah could talk again. He began to praise their sins forgiven.

God. 6%And all their neighbors became afraid.
In all the hill country of Judea people
continued talking about all these thin§8All  Holy Spirit: Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, and
the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does God's
work among people in the world.
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parentsDavid King of Israel about 1000 years before Christ.
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. prophets People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books
Abraham The most respected ancestor of the Jews. that are part of the Old Testament.
circumcise To cut off the foreskin. This was done to every Jewidathers Important ancestors of the Jews, especially the leaders of
baby boy. It was a mark of the agreement that God made with the twelve Jewish family groups.
Abraham. Read Gen. 17:9-14. prophet A person that spoke for God.
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8 “With the loving mercy of our God, have some very good news for you. It will
a new Day from heaven make all the people very happy:Today your
will shine on us. Savior was born in David’s town. He is
79 God will help the people Christ; the Lord.12This is how you will know
that live in darkness, him: You will find a baby wrapped in pieces of
in the fear of death. cloth and lying in a feeding box.”
He will lead us in the way 13Then a very large group of angels from
that goes toward peace.” heaven joined the first angel. All the angels

80And so the little boyJohn)was growing were praising God, saying:
up and becoming stronger in spirit. John lived!4 “Praise God in heaven,
in a place away from other people, until the and on earth let there be peace
time when he came oyib tell God’s message to the people that please God.”

to Israel(the Jews) 15The angels left the shepherds and went
The Birth of Jesus back to heaven. The shepherds said to each
(Mt. 1:18-25) other, “We will go to Bethlehem and see this

20rder to all people in the countries th&be Lord(God)told us about,

were under Roman rule. The order said that a)|*°S0 the shepherds went quickly and found
people must write their name in a boo?‘ary and Joseph. The baby was lying in the
e

(register) 2This was the first registrationlt 1€eding box.t’The shepherds saw the baby.
happened while Quirinius was governor dihen they told what the angels said about this

Syria. 3All le traveled to thei t hild. 18Everyone was surprised when they
toy{,'g regisggr%%? raveled 1o thetr own 0Wnﬁeard what the shepherds told thetdMary

4S0 Joseph left Nazareth, a town in Galilegontinued to think about these things. She was
He went to the town of Bethlehem in JudedYing to understand thent‘The shepherds
This town was known as the town of DavidWent back to their sheep, praising God and
Joseph went there because he was from t@nking him for everything that they had seen
family of David.5Joseph registered with Marya”d heard. It was just as the angel had told them.
because she was engaged to marry him, (Mary“When the baby was eight days old, he was
was now pregnantWhile Joseph and MaryC! cumcised, and he was named Jesus. This
were in Bethlehem, the time came for Mary {$2me was given by the angel before the baby
have the baby’She gave birth to her first sof€dan to grow inside Mary.
(Jesus) There was not enough room for them

in the house. So Mary wrapped the baby with Jesus Is Presented in the Temple

22The time came for Mary and Joseph to do

pieces of cloth and laid the baby in a boig : .
where cattle are fed. the things the law of Moses taught about being
made puré.Joseph and Mary brought Jesus to
Some Shepherds Hear About Jesus Jerusalem so they could present him to the

8That night, some shepherds were in th@rd (God) 23t is written in the law of the
fields there watching their shegn angel of Lord (God) "When a mother's first baby is a
the Lord (God) stood before the shepherdsb.oy’ he shall be called ‘special for the Lord.
The glory of the Lord was shining around
them. The shepherds became very afraighrist The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.

10The ange| said to them. “Don’t be afraid. grcumcised To have the foreskin cut off. This was done to every
! " Jewish baby boy. It was a mark of the agreement that God

made with Abraham. Read Gen. 17:9-14.

Caesar The name given to the emperor (ruler) of Rome. pure The law of Moses said that 40 days after a Jewish woman
registration Census. A counting of all the people and the things gave birth to a baby, she must be cleansed by a ceremony at the
they own. temple. Read Lev. 12:2-8.

David King of Israel about 1000 years before Christ. “When ... the Lord” See Ex. 13:2, 12.
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24The law of the Lord also says that the peoffiie had been married for seven yeafshen
must give a sacrifice“You must sacrifice two her husband died and she lived alone. She wa:
doves or two young pigeons.50 Joseph andnow 84 years old. Anna was always at the

Mary went to Jerusalem to do this. temple; she never left. She worshiped God by
. fasting and praying day and night.
Simeon Sees Jesus 38Anna was there when Joseph and Mary

25A man named Simeon lived in Jerusalername to the temple. She praised God and
He was a good man that truly worshiped Goidlked about Jesus to all the people who were
Simeon was waiting for the time when Godaiting for God to free Jerusalem.
would come to help Israéhe Jews) The Holy
Spirit was in him.26The Holy Spirit told Joseph and Mary Return Home
Simeon that he would not die before he saw3%Joseph and Mary finished doing all the
the Christ from the Lord(God). 27The Spirit things that the law of the Lord commanded.
led Simeon to the templeMary and JosephThen they went home to Nazareth, their own
went to the temple to do what the Jewish laewn in Galilee.49The little boy(Jesus)was
said they must do. They brought the balgrowing. He became stronger and wiser.
Jesus to the templédSimeon held the baby inGod’s blessings were with him.
his arms and thanked God:

29 “Now, Lord (God), you can let me,
your servant, die in peace like you saidJ
30 | have seen with my own eyes
how you will save your people.
31 Now all people can see your plan.
32 He(Jesus)s a light to show your way to
the non-Jewish people.

Jesus As a Boy

4lEvery year Jesus’ parents went to
erusalem for the Passovdestival. 4AWhen
Jesus was twelve years old, they went to the
feast like they always dict3When the feast
days were finished, they went home. But the
boy Jesus stayed in Jerusalem. His parents did
o ps not know about it44Joseph and Mary traveled
He \f\glrlagrl'(?ﬁehggv?lg)t,o your people, for a whole day. They thought that Jesus was

with them in the group. They began to look for
33Jesus’ father and mother were amazedhat among their family and close friend$But

what Simeon said about hir#¥Then Simeon Joseph and Mary did not find Jesus in the group.
blessed them and said to Mary, “Many Jev@o they went back to Jerusalem to look for him
will fall and many will rise because of thighere.46After three days they found him. Jesus
boy. He will be a sigriproof) from God that was sitting in the templearea with the religious
some people will not acceptThe things that teachers, listening and asking them questions.
people think in secret will be made knowrf/Everyone heard him. They were amazed at his
And the things that will happen will makeinderstanding and wise answeiVhen Jesus’

your heart very sad.” parents saw him, they were amazed. His mother
said to him, “Son, why did you do this to us?
Anna Sees Jesus Your father and | were very worried about you.

36Anna, a prophetesswas there at theWe have been looking for you.”
temple’ She was from the family of Phanuel 4%Jesus said to them, “Why did you have to
in the Asher family group. Anna was very oldook for me? You should have known that |
must be where my Father(&od's) work is!”
sacrifice An offering or gift to God. S0But they did not understand the meaning of

“You must ... pigeons” Quote from Lev. 12:8. what he said to them.
Holy Spirit Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, and
the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does God’s

work among people in the world. fasting Living without food for a time of prayer or mourning.
Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.  Passover An important Jewish holy day. The Jews ate a special
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship. meal on this day every year to remember that God freed them

prophetess A woman who spoke for God. from slavery in Egypt in the time of Moses.



LUKE 2:51-3:18 1190

51Jesus went with them to Nazareth. Hsaying, ‘Abraharnis our father’ will help you.
obeyed everything his parents said. His mothetell you that God can make children for
was still thinking about all these thing®Jesus Abraham from these rocks her&he ax is
continued to learn more and more. He gremow ready to cut down the treegvery tree
taller. People liked Jesus, and he pleased Gothat does not make good fruit will be cut down
. and thrown into the fire.”
The Work of John the Baptizer 10The people asked John, “What should we
(Mt. 3:1-12; Mk. 1:1-8; Jn 1:19-28) do?”
It was the 15th year of the rule of Tiberius 11john answered, “If you have two shirts,
Caesar. These men were under Caesar: share with the person that does not have one.

Pontius Pilate, the ruler of Judea; If you have food, share that too.”

Herod; the ruler of Galilee; 12Even the tax collectotscame to John.

Philip, Herod's brother, the ruler of Itureqhey wanted to be baptizédThey said to
and Trachonitis; _ John, “Teacher, what should we do?”

LysanlaS, the ruler of Abilene. 13John said to them, “Don’t take more

2Annas and Caiaphas were the high priesti@X€s from people than you have been
At that time, a command from God came @ydered fo take. .
John, the son of Zechariah. John was living jn“The soldiers asked John, “What about us?
the desert3John went through the whole aref/nat should we do?” ,
around the Jordan River. He told the peopleJonn said to them, “Don’t use force or lies
God’s message John told them to be'0 make people give you money. Be happy
baptized to show that they wanted to chang¥ith the pay you get. _ .
their hearts and lives. Then their sins would be™*All the people were hopingor the Christ
forgiven. “This is like the words written in thel0 COmg, and they wondered about John. They
book of Isaiah the propHet thought, “Maybe he is the Christ. .
) , o 16John answered everyone, “I baptizgou
There is a person shouting in the desert: jn water, but there is a person coming later

‘Prepare the way for the Lord. who can do more than | can. | am not good
Make his paths straight. enough to untie his shoes for him. He will
5 Every valley will be filled. baptize you with the Holy Spiritand with
And every mountain and hil fire. 17He will come ready to clean the grain.
will be made flat. He will separate the good grain from the

Roads with turns will be made straight. ~ straw. He will put the good part of the grain
And rough roads will be made smooth. into his barn. Then he will burn the part that is
6 Every person will know about not good. He will burn it with a fire that
the salvation of God!™ 1saiah 40:3-5  cannot be stopped8And John continued to

"People came to be baptizesy John. John tell the Good News,saying many other things

said to them, “You are like poisonous snake@ NelP the people.

Who warned you to run away from God'’s

anger that is Comingﬁ){ou must do the thingsAbraham The most respected ancestor of the Jews.

that will show that you have rea”y Changetaaes The people that do not obey God. They are like “trees” that
. ) . will be cut down.

your hearts and lives. And don't think thqu collector(s) Jews hired by the Romans to collect taxes. They

often cheated, and the other Jews hated them.

Caesar The name given to the emperor (ruler) of Rome. Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.

Herod Herod Antipas, tetrarch (ruler) of Galilee and Perea, sonidbly Spirit Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, and
Herod the Great. the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does God's

high priests The most important Jewish priests. work among people in the world.

baptize(d) A Greek word meaning to immerse, dip, or bury alean the grain John means that Jesus will separate the good
person or thing briefly under water. people from the bad people.

prophet A person that spoke for God. Sometimes a prophet tdBbod News The news that God has made a way for people to
things that would happen in the future. have their sins forgiven and live with him forever.
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How John's Work Later Ended was the son of Eliezer. Eliezer was the son of
19(John criticized Governor HerddJohn Jorim. Jorim was the son of Matthat. Matthat

criticized Herod for the bad thing he did withvas the son of Levi. _ ,
Herodias, the wife of Herod’s brother. John °Levi was the son of Simeon. Simeon was
also criticized Herod for the many other ba#ie son of Judah. Judah was the son of Joseph

things Herod did20So Herod did another badloseph was the son of Jonam. Jonam was the
thing: He put John in jail. This was added #@n of Eliakim 3'Eliakim was the son of Melea.

all the other bad things Herod did.) Melea was the son of Menna. Menna was the
son of Mattatha. Mattatha was the son of
Jesus Is Baptized by John Nathan. Nathan was the son of Davié@David
(Mt. 3:13-17; Mk. 1:9-11) was the son of Jesse. Jesse was the son of Obec

21Before John was put into prispmll the Obed was the son of Boaz. Boaz was the son of
people were being baptizety him. Then Salmon. Salmon was the son of Nahshon.
Jesus came and was baptized too. While Jesu$Nahshon was the son of Amminadab.
was praying, the sky opene®The Holy Amminadab was the son of Admin. Admin
Spirit” came down on him. The Spirit lookeavas the son of Arni. Arni was the son of
like a real dove. Then a voice came froidezron. Hezron was the son of Perez. Perez
heaven and said, “You are my Son and | lowas the son of JudakJudah was the son of

you. | am very pleased with you.” Jacob. Jacob was the son of Isaac. Isaac wa
- the son of Abraham. Abraham was the son of

The Family History of Joseph Terah. Terah was the son of Nah@Nahor
(Mt. 1:1-17) was the son of Serug. Serug was the son of

23When Jesus began to teach, he was ab@éu. Reu was the son of Peleg. Peleg was the
30 years old. People thought that Jesus wagn of Eber. Eber was the son of Shelah.
Joseph’s son. Joseph was the son of B&li  36Shelah was the son of Cainan. Cainan was
was the son of Matthat. Matthat was the son gfe son of Arphaxad. Arphaxad was the son of
Levi. Levi was the son of Melchi. Melchi wasshem. Shem was the son of Noah. Noah was
the son of Jannai. Jannai was the son of Josefe son of Lamech’Lamech was the son of
25Joseph was the son of Mattathias. Mattathigsethuselah. Methuselah was the son of
was the son of Amos. Amos was the son @noch. Enoch was the son of Jared. Jared wa:
Nahum. Nahum was the son of Esli. Esli wage son of Mahalaleel. Mahalaleel was the son
the son of NaggaiZNaggai was the son ofof Cainan38Cainan was the son of Enos. Enos

Maath. Maath was the son of Mattathiasyas the son of Seth. Seth was the son of
Mattathias was the son of Semein. Semein Wagam. Adam was the son of God.

the son of Josech. Josech was the son of Joda.

21Joda was the son of Joanan. Joanan was  Jesus Is Tempted by the Devil
the son of Rhesa. Rhesa was the son of (Mt. 4:1-11; Mk. 1:12-13)
Zerubbabel. Zerubbabel was the son of Jesus returned from the Jordan River. He
Shealtiel. Shealtiel was the son of NefiNeri was full of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit led
was the son of Melchi. Melchi was the son alesus into the desefThere the devil tempted
Addi. Addi was the son of Cosam. Cosandesus for 40 days. Jesus ate nothing during tha
was the son of Elmadam. EImadam was thigne. When those days were finished, Jesus
son of Er.2%r was the son of Joshua. Joshuaas very hungry.

3The devil said to Jesus, “If you are the Son

Herod Herod Antipas, tetrarch (ruler) of Galilee and Perea, son 91f GOd' tell this rock to bec‘?me b,read'"

Herod the Great. 4Jesus answered, “It is writtgm the

baptize(d) A Greek word meaning to be immersed, dipped, cﬁcriptureéﬂ:
buried briefly under water.
Holy Spirit Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, and
the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does God's
work among people in the world. Scriptures Holy Writings—the Old Testament.
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‘Itis not just food that keeps people alive.” Jesus Goes to His Home Town
Deuteronomy 8:3 (Mt. 13:53-58; Mk. 6:1—6)
16Jesus traveled to Nazareth, the town where
grew up. On the Sabbath daye went to

e synagoguelike he always did. Jesus stood
p to read.1’The book of Isaiah the prophet
as given to him. Jesus opened the book and
Q/)und the place where this is written:

SThen the devil took Jesus and showed hj
all the kingdoms of the world in a moment
time. 6The devil said to Jesus, “I will mak
you king over all these places. You will hav
power over them and will get all the glory. |
has all been given to me. | can give it to a
person | want/I will give it all to you, if you 18 “The Spirit of the LordGod)has come

will only worship me.” to me.
8Jesus answered, “It is writtgm the God chose me to tell good news to people
Scriptures;: that are poor.

God sent me to tell people who are
prisoners that they are free,
and to tell the blind people

*You must worship the Lord your God.
Serve only him!™  Deuteronomy 6:13

9Then the devil led Jesus to Jerusalem. The that they can see again.
devil put Jesus on a very high place of the ~ God sentme to free the weak people
temple’ He said to Jesus, “If you are the Son of from their suffering

God, jump off!10t is written in the Scripture: ~ 1°  and to announce that the time has come

God will command his angels for the Lord to show his kindness.

. Isaiah 61:1-2
to take care of you. Psalm 91:11
o L 20Jesus closed the book. He gave the book
Itis also written: back to the helper and sat down. Every person
‘Their hands will catch you in the synagoguewatched Jesus closely.
so that you will nt hit your foot 2lJesus began to speak to them. He said,
on a rock.” psamor12  While you heard me reading these words just

- _ now, the words were coming true!”
12Jesus answered, “But it also saysthe 22|l the people said good things about Jesus.
Scriptures; They were amazed at the beautiful words Jesus
ou must ot tesfdout) 2 i s oy dosepnisson, anther
the. L(_)r(,j your God. _DeUteronomy_6'16 23ﬁesus said to them, “I know that you will
13The devil finished tempting Jesus in evergll me the old saying: ‘Doctor, heal yourself.
way and went away to wait until a better timeyou want to say, ‘We heard about some things
that you did in Capernaum. Do those same
Jesus Teaches the People things here in your own home town24Then
(W 4:12-17; M. 114-15) : Jesus said, “I tell you the truth. A prophét
t4Jesus went back to Galilee with th@ot aecepted in his own home toviWhat |
power of the Holy Spirit. Stories about Jesussay is trye. During the time of Elijait did not
spread all over the area around Galilegajn in |srael for three and a half years. There
L2Jesus began to teach in the synagoduBl. \yas no food anywhere in the whole country.

the people praised him. There were many widovisn Israel during that
Scriptures Holy Writings—the Old Testament. Sabbath day Saturday, a special day for Jews to rest and
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship. honor God.

Holy Spirit Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, angorophet A person that spoke for God. Sometimes a prophet told
the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does God'’s things that would happen in the future.
work among people in the world. prophet A person that spoke for God.

synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered Edijah A prophet that lived about 8%C.
prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.  widows Women whose husbands have died.
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time. 26But Elijah was sent to none of thosdesus to do something to help h&ilesus
widows jin Israe|. Elijah was sent only to astood very close to her and commanded the
widow in Zarephath, a town in Sido®’And sickness to leave her. The sickness left her.
there were many people with leprodying in - Then she got up and began serving them.
Israel during the time of the prophet Elisha.
But none of those people were healed; the only ~ Jesus Heals Many Other People
one was Naaman. And Naaman was from the*OWhen the sun went down, the people
country of Syria;not from Isragl” brought their sick friends to Jesus. They had
28| the people in the synagogldeard many different kinds of sickness. Jesus put his
these things. They became very, very angrgands on each sick person and healed them
29The people got up and forced Jesus to go ciDemons came out of many people. The
of town. Their town was built on a hill. Theydemons shouted, “You are the Son of God.”
brought Jesus to the edge of the hill. The peofBit Jesus gave a strong command for the
wanted to throw him off30But Jesus walked demons not to speak, because they knew Jesu
through the middle of them and went away.  was the Christ.

Jesus Heals a Man That Has an Evil Spirit Jesus Goes to Other Towns
(Mk. 1:21-28) (Mk. 1:35-39)

31Jesus went to Capernaum, a city in Galilee. 42The next day Jesus went to a place to be
On the Sabbath daylesus taught the peoplealone. The people looked for Jesus. When the
32They were amazed at Jesus’ teachinpgeople found Jesus, they tried to stop him from
because he spoke with authorijyower) 33n leaving.43But Jesus said to them, “I must tell
the synagoguethere was a man that had athe Good News about God’s kingdom to other
evil spirit from the devil inside him. The mantowns, too. This is why | was sent.”
shouted with a loud voice3*Jesus of  44Then Jesus tolgghe Good Newsin the
Nazareth! What do you want with us? Did yosynagoguesin Judea.
come here to destroy us? | know who you
are—God's Holy One!®5But Jesus warned the ~ Peter, James, and John Follow Jesus
evil spirit to stop. Jesus said, “Be quiet! Come (Mt. 4:18-22; Mk. 1.16-20)
out of the man!” The evil spirit threw the manlJesus stood beside Lake Gennesaret
down on the ground before all the people. Thew (Galilee). Many people pushed to get all
the evil spirit left the man and did not hurt him around him. They wanted to hear the teachings

36The people were amazed. They said to ea@h God. 2Jesus saw two boats at the shore of
other, “What does this mean? With authoritine lake. The fishermen were washing their
and power héJesusicommands evil spirits andnets.Jesus got into the boat that belonged to
they come out.37And so the news about Jesu§imon: Jesus asked Simon to push off a little

spread to every place in the whole area. from the shore. Then Jesus sat down in the
boat and taught the people on the shore.
Jesus Heals the Mother of Peter's Wife 4Jesus finished speaking. He said to Simon,
(Mt. 8:14-17; Mk. 1:29-34) “Take the boat into the deep water. If all of

38Jesus left the synagogtede went to you will put your nets into the water, you will
Simon’s house. Simon’s mother-in-law wagatch some fish.”
very sick. She had a high fever. They asked>Simon' answered, “Master, we worked
hard all night trying to catch fish, but we
_— caught nothing. But you say | should put the
leprosy A very bad skin disease. . : . .
Elisha A prophet that lived after Elijah’s time. nets into the water; so | will ®The fishermen

synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered put their nets into the water. Their nets became
prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.

Sabbath day Saturday, a special day for Jews to rest and
honor God. Demon(s) Demons are evil spirits from the devil.

Simon Simon’s other name was Peter. Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.
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so full of fish that the nets began to breakhe Lord(God)was giving Jesus the power to
They called to their friends in the other bo&teal people8There was a man that was
to come and help them. The friends came, aparalyzedcrippled). Some men carried him on
both boats were filled so full of fish that theg mat. The men tried to bring him and put him
were almost sinking. down before JesusBut there were so many
8-9The fishermen were all amazed at thgeople that the men could not find a way to
many fish they caught. When Simon Peter s@@sus. So the men went up on the roof and
this, he bowed down before Jesus and sdumlyered the crippled man down through a hole
“Go away from me, Lord. | am a sinful manlin the ceiling. They lowered the matto the
10James and John, the sons of Zebedee, werem, so that the crippled man was lying
amazed too. (James and John worked togethefore Jesus?0Jesus saw that these men
with Simon?) believed. Jesus said to the sick man, “Friend,
Jesus said to Siman;Don’t be afraid. your sins are forgiven.”
From now on you will work to gather people, 2IThe Jewish teachers of the law and the
\not fish!” Pharise€sthought to themselves, “Who is this
1IThe men brought their boats to the shomaan (Jesusp He is saying things that are
They left everything and followed Jesus.  against God! Only God can forgive sins.”
_ 22But Jesus knew what they were thinking.
Jesus Heals a Sick Man He said, “Why do you have these questions in
- (Mt 8:1-4; M. 1:40-45) your minds?23-24The Son of Mah has power
120ne time Jesus was in a town wheregd earth to forgive sins. But how can | prove
very sick man lived. This man was coveregiis to you? Maybe you are thinking it was easy
with leprosy. When the man saw Jesus, Ifer me to say, ‘Your sins are forgivenNo one
bowed before Jesus and begged him, “Loigbuld see if it really happeng®ut what if | say
you have the power to heal me if you want.” to the man, ‘Stand up and walk'? Then you will
13Jesus said, ‘I want to heal you. Be healedpe able to see that | really have this power.” So
Then Jesus touched the man. Immediately thesus said to the paralyzed man, ‘I tell you,
leprosy disappeared:‘Then Jesus said, “Don'tstand up! Take your mat and go home!”
tell anyone about what happened. But go show25Then the man stood up before the people
yourself to the priestAnd offer a gift;to God  there. He picked up his mat and walked home,
for your healing like Moses commanded. Thigraising God.26All the people were fully
will show people that you are healed.” amazed. They began to praise God. The people
15But the news about Jesus spread moyiere filled with much respegior God's powey.

and more. Many people came to hear Jeswey said, “Today we saw amazing things!”
and to be healed of their sicknessé&lesus

often went away to other places to be alone so Levi (Matthew) Follows Jesus

that he could pray. (Mt. 9:9-13; Mk. 2:13-17)
. 27After this Jesus went out and saw a tax
Jesus Heals a Crippled Man collector sitting at his place for collecting
(Mt 9:1-8; Mk. 2:1-12) taxes. His name was Levi. Jesus said to him,

17One day Jesus was teaching the peopigellow me!” 28Levi got up, left everything,
The Phariseésand teachers of the law wergnd followed Jesus.

sitting there too. They had come from every 29Then Levi gave a b|g dinner for Jesus.
town in Galilee and from Judea and JerusaleThe dinner was at Levi’s house. At the table

there were many tax collectdrand some
Simon Simon’s other name was Peter.
leprosy A very bad skin disease.
show yourself to the priest The law of Moses said a priest musSon of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this is
say when a Jew with leprosy was well. the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.
Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group thiaix collector(s) Jews hired by the Romans to collect taxes. They
claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs. often cheated, and the other Jews hated them.
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other people too30But the Phariseésand  3Jesus answered, “You have read about
those men that taught the law for the Phariseeisat David did when he and the people with
began to complain to the followers of Jesusim were hungry#David went into God’s
“Why do you eat and drink with tax collectorfiouse. David took the bread that was offered
and other bad people?” to God and ate it. And David gave some of the

3Jesus answered them, “Healthy peophbeead to the people with him. This was against
don’t need a doctor. It is the sick people thtte law of Moses. The law says that only the
need a doctor32l have not come to ask googriests can eat that breadThen Jesus said to
people to change. | have come to ask btk Pharisee$, The Son of Man is Lord
people to change their hearts and lives!”  (Master)over the Sabbath day.”

Jesus Is Not like Other Religious Leaders Jesus Heals a Man on the Sabbath Day
(Mt. 9:14-17; Mk. 2:18-22) (Mt. 12:9-14; Mk. 3:1-6)

33They said to Jesus, “John’s followers 60n another Sabbath dayesus went into
often fast and pray, the same as the followethe synagogué.Jesus taught the people. A
of the PhariseesBut your followers eat andman with a crippled right hand was theféhe
drink all the time.” teachers of the law and the Pharisessre

34Jesus said to them;When there is a watching Jesus closely. They were waiting to
wedding, you cannot make the friends of theee if he would heal on the Sabbath day. They
bridegroonm fast while he is still with them. wanted to see Jesus do something wrong sc
35But the time will come when the groom wilthat they could accuse hifBut Jesus knew
be taken away from them. Then his friends willhat they were thinking. He said to the man
fast.” with the crippled hand, “Get up and stand

36Jesus told them this story: “No person takdgefore these people.” The man got up and
cloth off a new coat to cover a hole on an oldtood there®Then Jesus said to them, “I ask
coat. Why? Because he ruins the new coat, ayou, which thing is right to do on the Sabbath
the cloth from the new coat will not be the saméay: to do good, or to do evil? Is it right to
as the old cloth37People never pour new winesave a life or to destroy one®Jesus looked
into old wine bags. Why? Because the newaround at all of them. Jesus said to the man,
wine will break the bags, and the wine will spilfLet me see your hand.” The man put his hand
out and the wine bags will be ruinegPeople out. His hand was healetkThe Pharisees and
always put new wine into new wine bagdNo the teachers of the law became very, very
person that drinks old wine wants new winengry. They talked to each other about what
Why? Because he says, ‘The old wine is fine.”they could do to Jesus.

Jesus Is Lord over the Sabbath Day Jesus Chooses His Twelve Apostles
(Mt. 12:1-8; Mk. 2:23-28) (Mt. 10:1-4; Mk. 3:13-19)

One time on a Sabbath dayesus was 12At that time Jesus went out to a mountain

walking through some grain fields. Higo pray. He stayed there all night praying to
followers picked the grain, rubbed it in theiGod. 13The next morning, Jesus called his
hands, and ate #Some Phariseésaid, “Why followers. He chose twelve of them. He named
are you doing that? It is against the lgaf these men “apostles. They were:14Simon
Moses to do that on the Sabbath day.” (Jesus named him Peter) and Andrew, Peter’s

Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group thBavid King of Israel about 1000 years before Christ.
claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs. Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this is

fast To live without food for a time of prayer or mourning. the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.
bridegroom A man that is getting married. synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered for
wine bags Animal skins used for holding wine. prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.

Sabbath day Saturday, a special day for Jews to rest arapostles Men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers for telling
honor God. his Good News to the world.
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brother; James and John, Philip and?4 “But it will be bad for you, you rich people,

Bartholomew;5Matthew, Thomas, James (the because you had your easy life.
son of Alphaeus), and Simon (called the2> It will be bad for you people that are
Zealot), 16Judas (the son of James) and Judas full now,
Iscariot. This Judas was the one that gave because you will be hungry.
Jesus to his enemies. It will be bad for you people that are
laughing now,
Jesus Teaches and Heals the People because you will be sad and cry.

(Mt. 4:23-25; 5:1-12) . _
17Jesus and the apostiesame down from _ “%1tis bad when all people say good things
the mountain. Jesus stood on a flat place.3g0ut you. Their fathersalways said good
large group of his followers were there. Als¢hings about the false prophets.
there were many people from all around Judea,
Jerusalem, and the seacoast cities of Tyre and
Sidon: 18They all came to hear Jesus teach.
and to be healed of their sicknesses. Jeyf

healed those people that were troubled by e
spirits from the devi. 1°All the people were ople that hate yod®Ask God to bless those

trying to touch Jesus, because power Wﬁsople that say bad things to you. Pray for

: : ose people that are mean to y@Hf a
coming out from him. Jesus healed them all! - -
20Je%us looked at his followers and said, PErSoN hits you on the side of your face, let

him hit the other side too. If a person takes
“What great blessings there are for you  your coat, don’t stop him from taking your

Love Your Enemies

(Mt. 5:38-48; 7:12a)
| say to you people that are listening to
, love your enemies. Do good to those

poor people! shirt t00.30Give to every person that asks you.
God's kingdom belongs to you. When a person takes something that is yours,
21 What great blessings there are for you  don't ask for it back3!Do for other people
people that are hungry now! what you want them to do for you.
You will be filled. 32f you love only those people that love
What great blessings there are for you  you, should you get some special praise for
people that are crying now! doing that? No! Even sinners love the people
You will be happy anglaughing. that love themB3If you do good only to those

eople that do good to you, should you get
me special praise for doing that? No! Even
sinners do that4f you loan things to people,
ways expecting to get something back,
ould you get some special praise for that?
I Even sinners lend to other sinners so that
ey can get back the same amount!
3¥I'm telling you to love your enemies and
0 good to them. Lend to people without
pecting to get anything back. If you do these
things, you will have a great reward. You will be
children of the Most High(God) Yes, because

22People will hate you because you belo
to the Son of Man.They will make you leave
their group. They will insult you. They will
think it is wrong even to say your name. Wh
these things happen, know that God will ble
you. 23At that time you can be happy and ju
for joy, because you have a great reward
heaven. Their fathefswere mean to the
prophets in the same way that these peop
are mean to you.

Zealot The Zealots were a Jewish political group. God is good even to the people that are full of
apostles Men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers for telligin and not thankfuB6Give love and mercy the
his Good Newis (0 the world same as your Father gives love and mercy.

Tyre and Sidon Towns in Lebanon where bad people lived.
Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this is
the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.
fathers Important ancestors of the Jews, especially the leaders of
the twelve Jewish family groups. false prophets People that say they speak for God but do not
prophets People that spoke for God in Old Testament times. really speak God's truth.
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Look at Yourselves deep and builds his house on rock. The floods
(Mt. 7:1-5) come, and the water tries to wash the house
3"Don’t judge other people, and you willaway. But the flood cannot move the house,
not be judged. Don’t condem(find guilty) because the house was built wdirong)
other people, and you will not be condemnetBut the person that hears my words and does
Forgive other people, and you will baot obey is like a man that does not build his
forgiven. 38Give to other people, and you wilhouse on rock. When the floods come, the
receive. You will be given much. It will behouse falls down easily. And the house is
poured into your hands—more than you caompletely destroyed.”
hold. You will be given so much that it will
spill into your lap. The way you give to other Jesus Heals a Servant
people is the way God will give to you.” ~ (Mt8:5-13; Jn 4:43-54) _
39Jesus told them this story: “Can a blind /Z Jesus finished saying all these things to the
man lead another blind man? No! Both of themf people. Then Jesus went into Capernaum.
will fall into a hole. 40A student is not better?in Capernaum there was an army officer.

than his teacher. But when the student hd§e officer had a servant that was very sick; he
fully learned, then he will be like his teacher. wWas near death. The officer loved the servant

41*Why do you notice the small piece o¥ery much.3When the officer heard about

dust that is in your brother's eye, but you don¥sus, he sent some older Jewish leaders ti
see the big piece of wood that is in your owtim. The officer wanted the men to ask Jesus
eye?42You say to your brother, ‘Brother, lefo come and save the life of his servdithe

me take that little piece of dust out of youpen went to Jesus. They begged Jesuselp
eye.” Why do you say this? You can't see thte officef. They said, “This officer is worthy
big piece of wood in your own eye! You are & have your helgHe loves our people and he
hypocrite” First, take the piece of wood out obuilt the synagoguefor us.”

your own eye. Then you will see clearly to ®S0 Jesus went with the men. Jesus was

take the dust out of your brother's eye. coming near the officer's house when the
officer sent friends to say, “Lord, you don't

Two Kinds of Fruit need to do anything special for me. | am not

(Mt. 7:17-20; 12:34b-35) good enough for you to come into my house.

43'A good tree does not give bad fruit. Also/That is why | did not come to you myself.
a bad tree does not give good fréiEach tree You only need to give the order and my
is known by the fruit it gives. People don'servant boy will be healeé! understand your
gather figs from thorny weeds. And they dorduthority, | am a man under the authority
get grapes from bushe&*A good person has(power) of other men. And | have soldiers
good things saved in his heart. And so hmder my authority. | tell one soldier, ‘Go,’
brings good things out of his heart. But an ednd he goes. And | tell another soldier,
person has evil things saved in his heart. So‘tme,” and he comes. And | say to my
brings out bad things. A person speaks tkervant, ‘Do this,” and my servant obeys me.”

things that are in his heart. %When Jesus heard this, he was amazed
_ Jesus turned to the people that were following
Two Kinds of People him. Jesus said, “I tell you, this is the most

(M. 7:24-27) faith | have seen anywhere, even in Istael.

46°Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord," but
you are not doing what | say’Every person
that comes to me and listens to my teachingermaum A town in Galilee where Jesus taught
and obeys—I will show you what he is likearmy officer A centurion, a Roman army officer who had

48He is like a man building a house. He di%s authority over 100 soldiers.
ynagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered for

prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.
hypocrite A bad person that acts like he is good. Israel The Jewish nation (people).
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10The group that was sent to Jesus welDeaf people are healed and can hear. Dead
back to the house. There they found that theople are given life. And the Good News

servant was healed. ,about God'’s kingdomis given to the poor
. , people 23What great blessings there are for the
Jesus Brings a Man Back to Life person that can accépte!”

1IThe next day Jesus went to a town called 24When John's followers left, Jesus began
Nain. Jesus’ followers and a large group db tell the people about John: “What did you
people were traveling with himt2When Jesus people go out into the desert to see? A weed
came near the town gates, he saw a funeral.bfown by the wind?3What did you go out to
mother, who was a widowhad lost her only see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No. Those
son. Many people from the town were therpeople that have fine, nice clothes live in
with the mother while her son was being carriekings’ houses?6Really, what did you go out
out. 13When the Lord(Jesus)saw her, he felt to see? A proph&? Yes, and I tell you, John
very sorry for her. Jesus said to her, “Donfs more than a prophet/This was written
cry.” 14Jesus walked to the coffiand touched about John:

it. The men that were carrying the coffin . -
stopped. Jesus said to the dead son, “Young L'St%?!yloﬁGOd)W'” send my helpérahead

man, | tell you, get up!l5Then the son sat up - ,
and began to talk. Jesus gave him to his mother, ¢ Wil prepare the way fo'\; Xouh'. .
16All the people were filled with fear. They aachis.
began praising God and said, “A grea$8l tell you, John is greater than any man ever
prophet has come to us!” And they said, “Godborn. But even the least important person in
Is taking care of his people.” the kingdom of God is greater than John.”
1TThis news about Jesus spread into all2%(When the people heard this, they all
Judea and into all the places around there. agreed that God'’s teaching was good. Even the
. tax collectors agreed. These were the people
John Asks a Question that were baptizedby John.30But the
(Mt. 11:2-19) Phariseesand teachers of the law refused to
18John’s followers told John about all thesgccept God's plan for themselves; they did not
things. John called for two of his followersiet John baptize them.)
19John sent them to the Lo(desus)to ask,  31“What shall | say about the people of this
“Are you the One that is coming, or should Wgme? What can | compare them to? What are
wait for another person?” they like?32The people of this time are like
2030 the men came to Jesus. They saghiidren sitting in the market place. One

“John the Baptizer sent us to you with thigroup of children calls to the other children
question: ‘Are you the One that is coming, Gnd says,
should we wait for another person?” ‘ .
21At that time, Jesus healed many people of Ve played flute music for you,
their sicknesses, diseases, and evil spfriisn but you did ot dance;
the devil. Jesus healed many blind people so ~ We sang a sad song,
that they could see agaitfThen Jesus said to but you did not cry.
John's followers, “Go tell John the things that o )
you saw and heard here. Blind people af¥ aCC.ePtL”“eEf"”ya Is not offended bhy- i i
healed and can see. Crippled people are heé\ﬁpée Literally, “reed.” Jesus means that John was not weak like a
ed that is easily blown by the wind.

and can walk. People with leprosyre healed. heiper Literally, “messenger.”
tax collector(s) Jews hired by the Romans to collect taxes. They
often cheated, and the other Jews hated them.

widow A widow is a woman whose husband has died. baptize(d) A Greek word meaning to be immersed, dipped, or
coffin A wooden box used for burying dead bodies. buried briefly under water.
prophet A person that spoke for God. Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that

leprosy A very bad skin disease. claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs.
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33John the Baptizer came and did not #ké  Jesus said to Simon, “You are right4Then
other peopleor drink wine. And you say, ‘HeJesus turned to the woman and said to Simon,
has a demoninside him.’34The Son of Mah “Do you see this woman? When | came into
came eatinglike other peopleand drinking your house, you gave me no water for my feet.
wine. And you say, ‘Look at him! He eats toBut she washed my feet with her tears and
much and drinks too much wine! He is a friendried my feet with her hair45You did not

of the tax collectorsand other bad people!’greet me with a kiss, but she has been kissing
35But wisdom is shown to be right by theny feet since | came im6You did not honor

things it does.” me with oil for my head, but she rubbed my
. , feet with her sweet-smelling oif/l tell you
Simon the Pharisee that her many sins are forgiven. This is clear,

360ne of the Phariseesisked Jesus to eabecause she showed great love. But the persor
with him. Jesus went into the Pharisee’s houset feels only a little need to be forgiven will
and took a place at the tabfThere was a feel only a little love when he is forgiven.”
sinful woman in that town. She knew that 46Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are
Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house.f@given.”
the woman brought some perfume in an49The people sitting at the table began to
alabaster jar. 38She stood at Jesus’ feethink to themselves, “Who does this man
crying. Then she began to wash his feet withesusyhink he is? How can he forgive sins?”
her tears. She dried Jesus’ feet with her hair>0Jesus said to the woman, “Because you
She kissed his feet many times and rubbbelieved, you are savgilom your sing Go in
them with perfume3°The Pharisee that askegeace.”
Jesus to come to his house saw this. He

thought to himself, “If this mafJesus)were a The Group with Jesus
prophet; he would know that the woman whaQQ The next day, Jesus traveled through some
is touching him is a sinner!” cities and small towns. Jesus told the

40In response, Jesus said to the Phariseggeople a message from God, the Good News
“Simon, | have something to say to you.”  about God’s kingdom. The twelve apostles
Simon said, “Let me hear it, teacher.” were with him.2ZThere were also some women
41Jesus said, “There were two men. Bothith him. Jesus had healed these women of
men owed money to the same banker. Osieknesses and evil spirjfsom the devil. One
man owed the banker 500 silver coinghe of the women was named Mary Magdaléne.
other man owed the banker 50 silver coinSeven demons had come out of f&tso with
42The men had no money, so they could niftese women were: Joanna, the wife of Chuza
pay their debt. But the banker told the mgrlerod’s helper), Suzanna, and many other
that they did not have to pay him. Which ongomen. These women used their own money
of those two men will love the banker more?to help Jesus and his apostles.
43Simon answered, “I think it would be the
one that owed him the most money.” Jesus Uses a Story About Planting Seed
(Mt. 13:1-17; Mk. 4:1-12)
4Many people came together. People came
demon(s) Demons are evil spirits from the devil. to Jesus from every town. Jesus told the

Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this Eeome this story:

the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his peop 5A farmer went out to plant his seed

tax collector(s) Jews hired by the Romans to collect taxes. The\x/ . |
often cheated, and the other Jews hated them. hile the farmer was planting, some seed fell

Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that
claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs. ~ apostles Men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers for telling
alabaster A beautiful kind of stone that can be carved. his Good News to the world.
prophet A person that spoke for God. Magdalene Meaning “from Magdala,” a town by Lake Galilee.
silver coins One coin, a Roman denarius, was the average pelerod Herod Antipas, tetrarch (ruler) of Galilee and Perea, son of
for one day’s work. Herod the Great.
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beside the road. People walked on the seed,  Use the Understanding You Have
and the birds ate all this seetbome seed fell (Mk. 4:21-25)
on rock. This seed began to grow, but then 16‘No person lights a lamp and then covers it
died because the seed had no waf&ome with a bowl or hides it under a bed. Instead, that
seed fell among thorny weeds. This seed greperson puts the lamp on a lamp table so that the
but later the weeds stopped the good plartsople that come in will have enough light to
from growing.8And some seed fell on goodsee.l’Everything that is hidden will become
ground. This seed grew and made 100 timekar. Every secret thing will be made known,
more grain.” and everyone will see it8So be careful how
Jesus finished the story. Then Jesus calgau listen. The person that hasome
out, “You people that hear me, listen!” understandingwill receive more. But the person
9Jesus’ followers asked him, “What doethat does not haveinderstandingwill lose even
this story mean?” the understandinghat he thinks he has.”
10Jesus said, “You have been chosen to
know the secrets of the kingdom of God. But | Jesus’ Followers Are His True Family
use stories to speak to other people. | do this (Mt. 12:46-50; Mk. 3:31-35)
so that: 19Jesus’ mother and brothers came to visit
him. There were so many people that Jesus’
mother and brothers could not get close to
him. 20Someone said to Jesus, “Your mother
and your brothers are standing outside. They
want to see you.”
21Jesus answered them, “My mother and my

, brothers are those people that listen to God's
Jesus Explains the Story About the Seed teaching and obey it!”

(Mt. 13:18-23; Mk. 4:13-20)
11*This is what the story means: The seed IS The Followers See Jesus’ Power
God’s teachingl2What is the seed that fell (Mt. 8:23-27; Mk. 4:35-41)

beside the path? That is like the people that220ne day Jesus and his followers got into a
hear God's teaChlng, but th_en the devil COMepat. Jesus said to them, “Come with me
and makes them stop thinking about thafcross the lake.” And so they started across.
teaching. So those people cannot believe thgyhile they were sailing, Jesus slept. A big
teaching and be saveéWhat is the seed thatstorm blew down on the lake. The boat began
fell on rock? That is like the people that heap fil| with water. They were in danget{The
God's teaching and accept it gladly. But theggllowers went to Jesus and woke him. They
people don't have deep roots. They believe fapig, “Master! Master! We will drown!”

a while. But when trouble comes, they turn Jesus got up. He gave a command to the
away from God.!“What is the seed that fellyind and"the waves. The wind stopped, and
among the thorny weeds? That is like thghe |ake became calmslesus said to his
people that hear God's teaching, but they Iellowers, “Where is your faith?”

the worries, riches, and pleasures of this life The followers were afraid and amazed.
stop them from growing. So they never makehey said to each other, “What kind of man is

good fruit” °And what is the seed that fell onthis? He commands the wind and the water,
the good ground? That is like the people thahd they obey him!”

hear God’s teaching with a good, honest heart.
They obey God's teaching and patiently make A Man with Demons Inside Him
good fruit. (Mt. 8:28-34: Mk. 5:1-20)
26Jesus and his followers sailed on across
the lake. They sailed to the area where the
make good fruit Do the things God wants his people todo. ~ Gerasene people live, across from Galilee.

‘They will look,
but they will not see;
and they will listen,
but they will not understand.’
Isaiah 6:9
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2IWhen Jesus got out of the boat, a man fromSo the man went all over town telling what

that town came to Jesus. This man hddsus had done for him.

demons inside him. For a long time he had - .

worn no clothes. He lived in the caves where ~ Jesus Gives Life to a Dead Girl

dead people are buried, not in a house. and Heals a Sick Woman

28-29The demon had often seized him. The (Mt. 9:18-26; Mk. 5:21-43) ,

man had been put in jail, and his hands and*®When Jesus went back to Galilee, the
feet had been tied with chains. But the m&¢ople welcomed him. Everyone was waiting

would always break the chains, and the demft him. 41-4A man named Jairus came to

inside him would force him to go out to thdesus. Jairus was a leader of the synagbgue.
places where no people lived. Then Jesd@rus had only one daughter. She was twelve
commanded the evil spirithe demonjo come Yyears old, and she was dying. So Jairus bowec
out of this man. The man fell down beforéown at the feet of Jesus and begged him to
Jesus and shouted with a loud voice, “What 6Me to his house.

you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most While Jesus was goingo Jairus' housgthe
High God? Please, don’t punish me!” people came all around him?A woman was

30Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” there who had been bleeding for twelve years.

The man answered, “Legion.{He said his She had spent all her money on doctors, but no
name was “Legion” because many denfondoctor was able to heal het‘The woman
had gone into him.}iThe demons beggedcame behind Jesus and touched the bottom of
Jesus not to send them into eternal darkhedds coat. At that moment, her bleeding stopped.
320n that hill there was a big herd of pig&Then Jesus said, “Who touched me?”
eating. The demons begged Jesus to allowAll the people said they had not touched
them to go into the pigs. So Jesus allowed thesus. Peter said, “Master, the people are all
demons to do thisiThen the demons cam@round you and are pushing against you.”
out of the man and went into the pigs. The “®But Jesus said, “Someone touched me! |
herd of pigs ran down the hill and into théelt power go out from me.""When the
lake. All the pigs drowned. woman saw that she could not hide, she came

34The men that were caring for the pigs rdfrward, shaking. She bowed down before
away. The men told the story in the fields ar@sus. While all the people listened, she told
in the town.35People went out to see whathy she touched Jesus. Then she said that
happened. The people came to Jesus and fosh@ was healed immediately when she
the man sitting there at the feet of Jesus. TiIched him.48Jesus said to her, “My
man had clothes on and was in his right miughter, you are made well because you
again; the demonswere gone. The peopledelieved. Go in peace.” ,
became afraid36The men that saw these “While Jesus was still speaking, a person
things happen told the other people all abdtame from the house of the synagdgieader
how Jesus made the man wéTAll the people (Jairus)and said, “Your daughter has died!
asked Jesus to go away. They were afraid. Don't bother the teachédesuspow.” ,

So Jesus got into the boat to go back to®%Jesus heard this. He said to Jairus,
Galilee.38The man that Jesus healed begged'fdon't be afraid! Just believe and your
go with Jesus. But Jesus sent the man awégughter will be well.”
saying,3%'Go back home and tell people what >Jesus went to the house. Jesus let only
God did for you.” Peter, John, James, and the girl's father and

mother go inside with him. Jesus did not let
any other person go inside?All the people

demon(s) Demons are evil spirits from the devil. were Crylng and feellng Sad because the glrl
Legion The name Legion means very many. A legion was about
5,000 men in the Roman army.
eternal darkness Literally, “the abyss,” something like a pit or asynagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered for
hole that has no end. prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.
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was dead. But Jesus said, “Don't cry. Shehgad. So who is this man | hear these things
not dead; she is only sleeping.” about?” Herod continued trying to see Jesus.
53The people laughed at Jesus, because they

knew that the girl was dea@But Jesus held ~ Jesus Feeds More than 5,000 People

her hand and called to her, “Little girl, stand (Mt. 14:13-21; Mk. 6:30-44; Jn 6:1-14)

up!” 55Her spirit came back into her and she 1®Vhen the apostlescame back, they told
stood up immediately. Jesus said, “Give hégsus the things they had done on their trip.
something to eat.36The girl's parents wereThen Jesus took them away to a town called

amazed. Jesus told them not to tell any perdg@thsaida. There, Jesus and his apostles

about what happened. could be alone togethet!But the people
learned where Jesus went. They followed
Jesus Sends His Apostles on a Mission him. Jesus welcomed them and talked with
(Mt. 10:5-15; Mk. 6:7-13) them about God’s kingdom. He healed the

Jesus called the twelve apostlésgether. people that were sick.

He gave the apostles power to heall2.ate in the afternoon, the twelve apostles
sicknesses and power to force demang of came to Jesus and said, “No people live in this
people.2Jesus sent the apostles to tell abquiace. Send the people away. They need to
God's kingdom and to heal the siélde said find food and places to sleep in the farms and
to the apostles, “When you travel, don't taketawns around here.”
walking stick. Also, don't carry a bag, food, or 13But Jesus said to the apostlé¥,ou give
money. Take for your trip only the clothes yothem something to eat.”
are wearingWhen you go into a house, stay The apostles said, “We have only five loaves
there until it is time to leavelf the people in of bread and two fish. Do you want us to go
the town will not welcome you, go outside theuy food for all these people?There are too
town and shake their dust off of your féetmany}, 14There were about 5,000 men there.)
This will be a warning to them.” Jesus said to his followers, “Tell the people

6So the apostles went out. They traveldd sit in groups of about 50 people.”
through all the towns. They told the Good 15So the followers did this and all the

News and healed people everywhere. people sat downiéThen Jesus took the five
loaves of bread and two fish. Jesus looked up
Herod Is Confused About Jesus into the sky and thanked God for the food.
(Mt. 14:1-12; Mk. 6:14-29) Then Jesus divided the food and gave it to the

’Governor Herod heard about all thesefollowers. Jesus told the followers to give the
things that were happen_mg“. He was confuségbd to the peoplel7All the people ate and
because some people said, “John the Baptizefigre filled. And there was much food left.

risen from death.®Other people said, “Elijah Twelve baskets were filled with the pieces of
has come to us.” And some other people safdod that were not eaten.

“One of the prophetsfrom long ago has risen
from death.”%Herod said, “I cut off John's Peter Says that Jesus Is the Christ
(Mt. 16:13-19; Mk. 8:27-29)
180ne time Jesus was praying alone. His
apostles Men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers for tellfgllowers came together there. Jesus asked

derrr:iang())([))der,:‘E)vr\S ;?ethe?/i\fvsgi?ilts from the devil them, *Who do the people say lam?”
. 19 11
shake their dust off of your feet A warning. It would show that The followers answere.d’ Some pEOple
they were finished talking to these people. Say you are ‘]th the Baptlzer. Other people
Good News The news that God has made a way for people 88 Yyou are Elijah.And some people say you
have their sins forgiven and live with him forever. are one of the prophélﬁrom |ong ago that has
Herod Herod Antipas, tetrarch (ruler) of Galilee and Perea, son @bme back to life.”
Herod the Great. Y . “
Eliah A prophet that lived about 83c. 20Then Jesus said to his followers, “And

prophets People that spoke for God in Old Testament times. who do you say | am?”
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Peter answered, “You are the Chrisbm Jesus33When Moses and Elijah were leaving,
God.” Peter said, “Master, it is good that we are here.
21Jesus warned them not to tell anyone.  We will put three tents here—one for you, one
for Moses, and one for Elijah.” (Peter did not
Jesus Says that He Must Die know what he was saying.)
(M. 16:20-28; Mk. 8:30-9:1) 34While Peter was saying these things, a
22Then Jesus said, “The Son of Manust cloud came all around them. Peter, James, anc
suffer many things. He will be rejected by thgohn became afraid when the cloud covered
older Jewish leaders, the leading priests, at@m.35A voice came from the cloud. The
teachers of the law. The Son of Man will bgoice said, “This is my Son. He is the One |
killed. But after three days he will be raiseHave chosen. Obey him.”
from death.” 36When the voice finished, only Jesus was
23Jesus continued to say to all of them, “there. Peter, James, and John said nothing. A

any person wants to follow me, he must sayat time they told no person about what they
‘No’ to the things he wants. That person mugkd seen.

accept the crogsuffering)that is given to him

every day, and he must follow m&The  Jesus Heals a Boy That Has an Evil Spirit

person that wants to save his life will lose fit. (Mt. 17:14-18; Mk. 9:14-27)

And every person that gives his life for me 37The next day, Jesus, Peter, James, and Joht
will save it.25It is worth nothing for a personcame down from the mountain. A large group of
to have the whole world, if he himself ipeople met JesusA man in the group shouted
destroyed or lost26If any person is ashamedo Jesus, “Teacher, please come and look at my
of me and my teaching, theri Will be son. He is the only child | havé%An evil spirit
ashamed of that person. | will be ashamed,&dm the devi| comes into my son, and then he
that person at the time | come with my glorshouts. He loses control of himself and he foams
and with the glory of the Father and the hofyom the mouth. The evil spirit continues to hurt
angels.2’l tell you the truth. Some of youhim and almost never leaves hirtl begged
people standing here will see the kingdom gbur followers to make the evil spirit leave my

God before you die.” son, but they could not do it.”
) 41Jesus answered, “You people that live
Moses, Elijah, and Jesus now have no faith. Your lives are all wrong.
(Mt. 17:1-8; Mk. 9:2-8) How long must | be with you and be patient

2%About eight days after Jesus said the@gth you?” Then Jesus said to the man,
things, he took Peter, James, and John aBfing your son here.”
went up on a mountain to pradfWhile Jesus  42while the boy was coming, the demon
was praying, his face began to change. Higew the boy to the ground. The boy lost control
clothes became shining whit€Then two men of himself. But Jesus gave a strong command to
were talking with Jesus. The men were Mosgfe evil spirit. Then the boy was healed. And
and Elijah” 3Moses and Elijah were shininglesus gave the boy back to his fath@All the

bright too. They were talking with Jesus abogkople were amazed at the great power of God.
his death that would happen in Jerusalem.

32Peter and the others were asleep. But they Jesus Talks About His Death

woke up and saw the glory of Jesus. They also (Mt. 17:22-23; Mk. 9:30-32)

saw the two men that were standing with The people were still amazed about all the
things Jesus did. Jesus said to his followers,

Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.  44‘Don’t forget the things | will tell you now:

Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, thisifhe Son of Mahwill soon be given into the

the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his peopiggntrol of some men.25But the followers did
| Literally, “the Son of Man” (Jesus).

Moses and Elijah Two very important Jewish leaders during the
time of the Old Testament. demon(s) Demons are evil spirits from the devil.
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not understand what Jesus meant. The Following Jesus
meaning was hidden from them so that they (Mt. 8:19-22)
could not understand it. But the followers were 5'They were all traveling along the road.
afraid to ask Jesus about what he said. Someone said to Jesus, “I will follow you
any place you go.”
The Most Important Person 58Jesus answered, “The foxes have holes to
(M. 18:1-5; Mk. 9:33-37) live in. The birds have nests to live in. But the
“6Jesus’ followers began to have agon of Man has no place where he can rest
argument about which one of them was tigs head.”
greatestmost important) #’Jesus knew what 59Jesus said to another man, “Follow me!”
they were thinking. So Jesus took a little child Byt the man said, “Lord, let me go and bury
and stood the child beside hirfThen Jesus my father first.”
said to the followers, “If a person accepts a60But Jesus said to him, “Let the people that
little child like this in my name, then thatre dead bury their own dead! You must go
person accepts me. And when a person accegi tell about the kingdom of God.”
me, that person accepts the Q@ed)that sent  61Another man said, “I will follow you,

me. The person among you that is the masird, but first let me go and say good-bye to
humble—that person is a greatportant) my family.”

person.” 62Jesus said, “If any person begins to plow a
. field, but looks back, he is not prepared for the
Any Person Not Against You Is for You ; "
(VK. 9:38.40) kingdom of God.
49John answered, “Master, we saw a person Jesus Sends the 72 Men

using your name to force demdnsut of fter this, the Lord(Jesus)chose 72
people. We told him to"stop because he doi more men. Jesus sent the men out in
noft)obelong to ourgroup.” . roups of two. He sent them ahead of him into
Jesus said to John, “Don't stop him. If &erv town and place where he planned to go.
person is not against you, then he is for you.7ja ;5 said to them, “There are many, many
: people to harvegsave) But there are only a
51The fi A Samaritan Town h few workers to help harvest them. God owns
The time was coming near when JesWss harvestpeople) Pray to God that he will
would eave and go back to heaven. H&ny more workers to help gather his harvest.
decided to go fo JerusaleftJesus sent Somey, can go now. But listen! | am sending you,
men ahead of him. The men went into a W4 yoy will be like sheep among wolves.
in Sarr;%rla to make everything ready fOpont carry any money, a bag, or shoes. Don't
Jesus.>3But the people there would nokiqn 14 talk with people on the rodefore
welcome Jesus because he was going tow(%bqf go into a house, say, ‘Peace be with this

Jerusalem®4James and John, the followers 6 :
\ At me.’6lf a peaceful person lives there, your
Jesus, saw this. They said, “Lord, do you We\’)‘ﬁessing of peace will stay with him. If the

us to call fweyglown from heaven and des”‘ﬁérson is not peaceful, then your blessing of
thggg pegple. d and scolded thamPSace will come back to youStay in the
s6Th ut Jesus turgeh. a? ”sco ed theMyeaceful house. Eat and drink what the people
Then Jesus and his followers went thare give you. A worker should be given his
another town. pay. Don't leave that house to stay in another
house.8If you go into a town and the people

_— , welcome you, eat the food they give yéideal
demon(s) Demons are evil spirits from the devil.

Verse 54 Some Greek copies add: “... like Elijah did?”

Verse 55 Some Greek copies add: “And Jesus said, ‘You dorBon of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this is
know what kind of spirit you belong t8¢The Son of Man did  the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.
not come to destroy the souls of men but to save them.” 72 Some Greek copies of Luke say 70.
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the sick people that live there. Then tell thersnakes and scorpiong.gave you more power
‘The kingdom of God is soon coming to you'than the Enemythe devil)has. Nothing will
10But if you go into a town, and the peoplaurt you.20Yes, the spirits obey you. And be
don't welcome you, then go out into the streetappy. Why? Not because you have this
of that town and sayi'Even the dirt(dust) power, but be happy because your names are
from your town that sticks to our feet we wiperitten in heaven.”

off against you. But remember that the kingdom

of God is coming soon!2 tell you, on the Jesus Prays to the Father
judgment day it will be worse for the people of (Mt. 11:25-27; 13:16-17)
that town than for the people of Sodom. 2IThen the Holy Spirit made Jesus feel
very happy. Jesus said, “I thank you, Father,
Jesus Warns People That Don't Believe Lord of heaven and earth. | praise you because
(Mt. 11:20-24) you have hidden these things from the wise

13t will be bad for you, Chorazifi It willbe and smart people. But you have shown these
bad for you, Bethsaid&l did many miracleSin things to people that are like little children.
you. If those same miracles had happened Yes, Father, you did this because this is what
Tyre and Sidor, then the people in those citieyou really wanted to do.
would have changed their lives and stopped22‘My Father has given me all things. No
sinning a long time ago. They would have worperson knows who the Son is—only the Father
sackcloth and put ashes on themselves to shamows. And only the Son knows who the
that they were sorry for their sinsBut on the Father is. The only people that will know
judgment day it will be worse for you than forabout the Father are those people the Sor
Tyre and Sidon!°And you, Capernaurhwill chooses to tell.”
you be lifted up to heaven? No! You will be 23Then Jesus turned to his followers. They
thrown down to the place of death! were there alone with him. Jesus said, “You

16‘When a person listens to you, that persame blessed to see the things you now sée!
is really listening to me. But when a persaell you, many prophetsand kings wanted to
refuses to accept you, that person is realige the things that you now see. But they did
refusing to accept me. And when a persmot see these things. And many prophets anc
refuses to accept me, he is refusing to acckptgs wanted to hear the things that you now
the OngGod)that sent me.” hear. But they did not hear these things.”

Satan Falls Story About the Good Samaritan

1"When the 72 men came back from their 25Then a teacher of the law stood up. He

trip, they were very happy. They said, “Lordyas trying to test Jesus. He said, “Teacher,

even the demonisobeyed us when we useavhat must | do to get life forever?”

your name!"18Jesus said to the men, “| saw 26Jesus said to him, “What is written in the

Satan(the devil)falling like lightning from the law? What do you understand from it?”

sky. 19Listen! | gave you power to walk on 27The man answered, “You must love the
Lord your God. You must love him with all
your heart, all your soul, all your strength, and

Sodom A town where very bad people lived. God punished theg|| your mind.” Also, ‘You must love other

by destroying their city. e
Chorazin, Bethsaida Towns by Lake Galilee where Jesuspeople the same as you love yours’élf.

preached to the people.
miracle(s) Amazing works done by God's power . scorpions A scorpion is an insect with a poison sting.
Tyre and Sidon Towns in Lebanon where bad people lived.  Holy Spirit Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, and
sackcloth A rough cloth made from animal hair. People the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does God's

sometimes wore it to show sadness. work among people in the world.
Capernaum A town in Galilee where Jesus taught. prophets People that spoke for God.
72 Many Greek copies of Luke say 70. ‘You must ... mind’ Quote from Deut. 6:5.

demon(s) Demons are evil spirits from the devil. ‘You must ... yourself' Quote from Lev. 19:18.
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28Jesus said to him, “Your answer is right. Mary and Martha

Do this and you will have life forever.” 38While Jesus and his followers were
2%But the man wanted to show that the wayaveling, Jesus went into a town. A woman
he was living was right. So he said to Jesyfamed Martha let Jesus stay at her house.
“But who are these other people | must love?#3\artha had a sister named Mary. Mary was
30To answer this question, Jesus said, “Aitting at Jesus’ feet and listening to him
man was going down the road fromeach40But her sister Martha was busy doing

Jerusalem to Jericho. Some robbeeg| the work that had to be done. Martha went
surrounded him. They tore off his clothes anig and said, “Lord, don’t you care that my

beat him. Then the robbers left the man lyingister has left me to do all the work by
there on the ground. He was almost dedt. ‘myself? Tell her to help me!”

happened that a Jewish priest was going41But the Lord answered her, “Martha,
down that road. When the priest saw the magtartha, you are getting worried and upset
he did not stop to help him; he walked awayahout too many thingsi20nly one thing is

32Next, a Levite came near. The Levite saWmportant. Mary has made the right choice:

the hurt man, but he went around him. Hgnd it will never be taken away from her.”
would not stop to help him either; he just

walked away.33Then a Samaritanman Jesus Teaches About Prayer
traveled down that road. He came to the place (Mt. 6:9-15)
where the hurt man was lying. The Samarital One time Jesus was praying in a place.
saw the man. He felt very sorry for the hur. When Jesus finished praying, one of
man. 34The Samaritan went to him anchis followers said to him, “Jofintaught his
poured olive oil and wineon his wounds. followers how to pray. Lord, teach us how to
Then he covered the man’s wounds witpray t0o.”
cloth. The Samaritan had a donkey. He put 2Jesus said to the followers, “When you
the hurt man on his donkey, and he took himpray, pray like this:
to an inn. At the inn, the Samaritan cared for .
him. 35The next day, the Samaritan brought Fa\t\t}ﬁrél\\//vv: psr?étﬂgt%/ﬁglr name
out two silver coins and gave them to the y pthaly.

- : We pray that your kingdom will come.
man that worked at the inn. The Samaritan :

1 : 3 Give us the food we need for each day.

said, ‘Take care of this hurt man. If you , : :

: : : Forgive us the sins we have done,
spend more money on him, | will pay it back because we fordive everv person
to you when | come again.” g yp

Y that has done wrong to us.
36Then Jesus said, “Which one of these :
three men(the priest, the Levite, or the And don't let us be temptetested)
Samaritan)do you think showed love to the Continue to Ask
man that was hurt by the robbers?” (Mt. 7:7-11)

3'The teacher of the law answered, “The s-sThen Jesus said to them, “Suppose one of
ong that helped him.” ou went to your friend’s house very late at
Jesus said to him, “Then you go and do t%%ht and said to him, ‘A friend of mine has
samefor other peoplg come into town to visit me. But | have nothing
for him to eat. Please give me three loaves of
bread.'7Your friend inside the house answers,
Levite Levites were men from the family group of Levi whe G away! Don’t bother me! The door is

helped the Jewish priests in the temple. ; :
Samaritan From Samaria. Samaritans were part Jewish, but so%leready locked. Mg c.hlldren at?d éare dm g?vd,' |
Jews did not accept them. as pure Jews. cannot get up and give you the bread now.

olive oil and wine Oil and wine were used like medicine to soften
and clean wounds.

silver coins One coin, a Roman denarius, was the average pdghn John the Baptizer; he told people about Christ's coming.
for one day's work. Read Mt. 3; Lk. 3.
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tell you, maybe friendship is not enough tdemons? So your own people will prove that
make him get up to give you the bread. But lyeu are wrong2%But | use the power of God
will surely get up to give you what you need to force out demons. This shows that the
you continue to askSo | tell you, continue to kingdom of God has come to you!

ask, and God will give to you. Continue to 2“When a strong man with many weapons
search, and you will find. Continue to knoclguards his own house, then the things in his
and the door will open for youdYes, if a house are saf€2But suppose a stronger man
person continues asking, that person widbmes and defeats him. The stronger man will
receive. If a person continues looking, thédke away the weapons that the first man
person will find. And if a person continuesrusted to keep his house safe. Then the
knocking, the door will open for that persorstronger man will do what he wants with the
11Does any of you have a son? What woutdher man'’s things.

you do if your son asked you for a fish? Would 23If a person is not with me, he is against
any father give his son a snake? No! Yaue. The person that does not work with me is
would give him a fish120r, if your son asksworking against me.

for an egg, would you give him a scorpi@n

No! 13 You are like all other people-you are The Empty Person

evil. But you know how to give good things to (Mt. 12:43-45) _

your children. So surely your heavenly Father 2*When an evil spiritfrom the devil comes
knows how to give the Holy Spirito those out of a person, that spirit travels through dry

people that ask him.” places, looking for a place to rest. But that
spirit finds no place to rest. So the spirit says, ‘I

Jesus' Power Is from God will go back to the homeperson)l left.’
(Mt. 12:22-30; Mk. 3:20-27) 29When the spirit comes back to that person,

140ne time Jesus was sending a demart the spirit finds that homgperson)swept clean

of a man that could not talk. When the dem@md made neat6Then the evil spirit goes out

came out, the man was able to speak. Taed brings seven other spirits more evil than

people were amazetBut some of the peopleitself. Then all the evil spirits go into that

said, “He uses the power of Beelzelftile person and live there. And that person has even

devil) to force demons out of people. Beelzebalore trouble than he had before.”

is the ruler of demons.”

160ther people wanted to test Jesus. They  The People That Are Truly Happy

asked Jesus to show them a gjgoof) from 2" When Jesus said these things, a woman

heaven!’But Jesus knew the things they wergith the people there began to speak. She

thinking. So Jesus said to the people, “Evesgid to Jesus, “What a great blessing God

kingdom that is divided and fights againgave your mother, because she gave birth to

itself will be destroyed. And a family thatjou and fed you.”

fights against itself will break apart8So if ~ 28But Jesus said, “The people that hear the

Satan(the devil)is fighting against himself,teaching of God and obey it—they are the

then how will his kingdom continue? You sapeople that are truly happy!”

that | use the power of Beelzelitie devil)to ‘

force out demons19But if | use the power of Give Us Proof!

Beelzebul to force out demons, then what (Mt. 12:38-42; Mk. 8:12)

power do your people use when they force out?°The group of people grew larger and
larger. Jesus said, “The people that live today
are evil. They ask for a miraclas a sign

scorpion A scorpion is an insect that has a poison sting. (proof) from God. But no miracle will be given

Holy Spirit Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, angg g sign to them. The 0n|y sign will be the
the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does God’s

work among people in the world.
demon(s) Demons are evil spirits from the devil. miracle(s) Amazing works done by God's power .
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miracle that happened to JoriaPJonah was Pharisee was surprised when he saw that Jesus
a sign for those people that lived in Nineveh.did not wash his handdirst before the meal.

is the same with the Son of Mahe Son of 39The Lord(Jesus)said to him, “You Pharisees
Man will be a sign for the people of this timethink that washing the outside of the body is
310n the judgment day, you people that livgo important. That's likecleaning only the
now will be compared with the Queen of theutside of a cup or a dis{iThe inside is more
South; and she will be a witness to show thanportant, And what is inside you? You want
you are wrongguilty). Why? Because sheonly to cheat and hurt peoplé%You are
traveled from far, far away to listen tdoolish! The same OngGod) that made what
Solomon’s wise teaching. And | tell you thas outside also made what is insidéSo pay
someone greater than Solomon is right heedtention to what is inside. Give to the people
Jbut you won't listen to mg 320n the that need help. Then you will be fully clean.
judgment day, you people that live now wit2But it will be bad for you Pharisees! You
also be compared with the people fromive God one-tenth géverything you owp—
Nineveh; and they will be witnesses to showven your mint, your rue, and every other little
that you are wrongguilty). Why? Becauseplant in your garden. But you forget to be fair
when Jonah preached to those people, theyother people and to love God. These are the
changed their hearts and lives. And you atteings you should do. And you should also
listening to someone greater than Jonabt continue to do those other thinggike giving

you refuse to change one-tenth 43t will be bad for you Pharisees
_ because you love to get the most important
Be a Light for the World seats in the synagoguedind you love for
(Mt. 5:15; 6:22-23) people to show respect to you in the market

3¥No person takes a light and puts it undejaces 44t will be bad for you, because you
a bowl or hides it. Instead, a person puts taée like hidden graves. People walk on them
light on a lamp table so that the people thaithout knowing it.”
come in can seé4Your eye is a light for the  450ne of the teachers of the law said to
body. If your eyes are good, then your whofResus, “Teacher, when you say these things

body will be full of light. But if your eyes areapout the Phariseésyou are criticizing our
bad, then your whole body will be full ofgroup too.”

darknesgsin). 35So be careful! Don't let the™ 46Jesus answered, “It will be bad for you,

light in you become darkilf your whole you teachers of the law! You make strict rules
bOdy_IS fU” of Ilght,_and none of It_ is darkihat are very hard for people to olieyou try
then it will be all bright. It will be like you to force other people to obey those rules. But
have the light of a lamp shining on you.”  you yourselves don't even try to follow any of
Jesus Cricizes the Religious Leaders those rules#71t will be bad for you, because
ou build tombs for the prophets.But these
(V. 23:1-36; Mk. 12:35-40; Lk. 20:45-47) ere the same prophets trl?at |?/our fathkiited!

37After Jesus had finished speaking, /&
Phariseeasked Jesus to eat with him. So Jesué nd now you show all people that you agree

came and took a place at the tali8ut the

wash his handsWashing the hands was a Jewish religious custom
Jonah A prophet in the Old Testament. After three days in a big that the Pharisees thought was very important.
fish he came out alive, like Jesus would come out from tisgnagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered for
tomb on the third day. prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.
Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this ou make ... obey Literally, “You put heavy burdens on people
the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people. that are hard for them to carry.”
Queen of the SouthQueen of Sheba. She traveled 1000 miles tombs Small buildings made to show respect for important
learn God's wisdom from Solomon. Read 1 Kings 10:1-3. persons that had died.
Nineveh City where Jonah preached. Read Jonah 3. prophets People that spoke for God in Old Testament times.
Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group thiathers Important ancestors of the Jews, especially the leaders of
claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs. the twelve Jewish family groups.
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with what your fathers did. They killed thavhisper in a private room will be shouted from
prophets, and you build tombs for ththe top of the house.”
prophets!49This is why the Wisdom of God
said, ‘I will send prophets and apostlds Fear Only God
them. Some of my prophets and apostles will (M. 10:28-31)
be killed by evil men. Others will be treated “Then Jesus said to the people, ‘I tell you,
badly.’ 50S0 you people that live now will bemy friends, don't be afraid of people. People
punished for the deaths of all the prophets ttf&n kill the body, but after that they can do
were killed since the beginning of the worldiothing more to hurt yotl will show you the
51You will be punished for the killing ofOne to fear. You should fear hiftod) who
Abel.” And you will be punished for thehas the power to kill you and also to throw you
killing of Zechariah' Zechariah was killed into hell. Yes, he is the One you should fear.
between the altar and the temples, | tell  %“When birds are sold, five small birds cost
you that you people that live now will be@nly two pennies. But God does not forget any
punished for them all. of them.7Yes, God even knows how many

52t will be bad for you, you teachers of théairs you have on your head. Don't be afraid.
law. You have taken away the key to learningou are worth much more than many birds.
about God. You yourselves would not learn, ,
and you stopped others from learning, too.” bont ?O?gésg‘gqqz?ng)‘;g_‘igugo

53When Jesus was leaving, the teachers of (V. 10:52-35; 12:32, 10:15-20)
the law and the Phariséesegan to give him _° | tell you, if any person stands before
much trouble. They tried to make Jesus ansvfgP€r people and is willing to say that he

questions about many thing&They were elieves in me, then' lwill say that person
trying to find a way to catch Jesus sayirRgongs to me. I will say this before the angels
something wrong. God. °But if any person stands before
people and says he does not believe in me,
Don't Be Like the Pharisees then | will say that person does not belong to

Many thousands of people cam@®. | il say this before the angels of God.

that they were stepping on each other. Befop@N Of Mar, he can be forgiven. But a person
Jesus gpoke to t%pe geople, he said to [at says bad things agairfstfuses to accept)

followers, “Be careful of the yeasof the 1€ Holy Spirit will not be forgiven.

Pharisees.| mean that they are hypocrites. *'When men bring you into the
2Everything that is hidden will be shownsynagogueshbefore the leaders and other

Everything that is secret will be made know#{TiPortant men, don't worry about what you
The things you Say in the daftecretywill Wil Say. 1A that time the Holy Spirtwil
be told in the lightopenly) The things you t€ach you what you must say.

Jesus Warns Against Selfishness

. 130ne of the men in the crowd said to Jesus,
prophets and apostles People chosen by God to tell his Good, . !
News (o the world. Teacher,our father just died Tell my brother

Abel, Zechariah In the Hebrew Old Testament, the first and laJO Share with me the things our father owned.”
men to be murdered.
altar ... temple This altar was the place where sacrifices were
offered to God outside the temple, the building in Jerusalem foLLiterally, “the Son of Man” (Jesus).
Jewish worship. Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this is
Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.
claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs. Holy Spirit Also called the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Christ, and
yeast Used here as a symbol of bad influence. Like yeast, the the Comforter. Joined with God and Christ, he does God's
hypocrisy of the Jewish religious leaders could not be seen. Butwork among people in the world.
their wrong teaching influenced many people. synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered for
hypocrites Bad people that act like they are good. prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.
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14But Jesus said to him, “Who said that3°All the people that don’t know God try to get
should be your judge or decide how to dividdose things. Your FathéGod) knows that
your father’s things between you two2Then you need those things!The thing you should
Jesus said to them. “Be careful and guawdnt is God's kingdom. Then all these other
against all kinds of greed. A person does rihings you need will be given to you.
get life from the many things he owns.” .

16Then Jesus used this story: “There was a Don’t Trust in Money
rich man that had some land. His land grew a32‘Don't fear, little flock (group). Your
very good crop of food!’The rich man Father(God) wants to give you the kingdom.
thought to himself, ‘What will | do? | have n@3Sell the things you have and give that money
place to keep all my cropst€Then the rich to people that need it. The riches of this world
man said, ‘| know what | will do. I will teardon’t continue. So get the kind of riches that
down my barns and build bigger barns! | witontinue. Get the treasure of heaven. That
put all my wheat and good things together treasure continues forever. Thieves can't steal
my new barnsi®Then | can say to myself, lyour treasure in heaven, and moths can’t
have many good things stored. | have savedstroy it.34Your heart will be where your
enough for many years. Rest, eat, drink, atrdasure is.
enjoy life!” 20But God said to that man,

‘Foolish man! Tonight you will die. So what Always Be Ready
about the things you prepared for yourself? (Mt 24:45-51)
Who will get those things now?’ 35'Be ready! Be fully dressed and have your

21“This is how it will be for the person thaﬂlghtS shining.3ﬁBe like servants that are
saves things only for himself. To God thagaiting for their master to come home from a

person is not rich.” wedding party. The master comes and knocks.
The servants open the door for the master.
Putting God's Kingdom First 3Mhose servants will be blessed when their

(Mt. 6:25-34; 19-21) master comes home, because he sees that his

22Jesus said to his followers, “So | tell yoipervants are ready and waiting for him. | tell
don’t Worry about the food you need to |ivé{0U the truth. The master W|” dreSS h|mse|f fOI’
Don't Worry about the C|0thes you need fdwork and te” the Servants to sit at the table.
your body.Z3Life is more important than food.Then the master will serve the¥Those
And the body is more important than clothefx‘?rv""”tS might have to wait until midnight or
24 ook at the birds. They don’t plant ofater for their master. But they will be happy
harvest. Birds don't save food in houses $hen their master comes in and finds them
barns. But God takes care of them. And y@ill waiting. ¥Remember this: If the owner of
are Worth much more than bird@None Of the house kneW What time a th|ef was C(;)mmg,
you can add any t|me to your ||fe by Worryingen the owner WOUld not a||OW the th|ef to
about it.28lf you cannot do the little things,Enter his housei%So you also must be ready!
then why worry about the big thinggZook The Son of Manwill come at a time when
at the wild flowers. See how they grow. Theyou don’t expect him!
don’t work or make clothes for themselves. Who Is the Trusted S .
But | tell you that even Solomon, the great and 0lshe Trusted Servant?
rich king, was not dressed as beautifully as ope''Peter said, “Lord, did you tell this story
of these flowers28God clothes the grass in th&r us or for all people?” .
field like that. That grass is living today, but “’The Lord said, “Who is the wise and
tomorrow it will be thrown into the fire to belfusted servant? The master trusts one servant
burned. So you know that God will clothe yofP 9ive the other servants their food at the
much more. Don't have so little faitl#¥So
don't always think about what you will eat O8on of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this is
what you will drink. Don’t worry about it.  the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.
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right time. Who is the servant that the master A mother-in-law and her daughter-in-law

trusts to do that work?3When the master will be divided:

comes and finds that servant doing the work The daughter-in-law will be against
he gave him, that servant will be very happy. her mother-in-law.

44 tell you the truth. The master will choose The mother-in-law will be against
that servant to take care of everything the her daughter-in-law.”

master owns45But what will happen if that _ .

servant is evil and thinks that his master will Understanding the Times

not come back soon? That servant will begin (M. 16:2-3)

to beat the other servants, men and women.>“Then Jesus said to the people, “When you
He will eat and drink and get drunkéThen See clouds growing bigger in the west, you say,
the master of that servant will come when thaf rainstorm is coming.” And soon it begins to
servant is not ready. It will be a time whenrain. >When you feel the wind begin to blow
that servant is not expecting the master. Théi#m the south, you say, ‘It will be a hot day.’
the master will punish that servant. Thénd you are right>You hypocrites! You can
master will send him away to be with théinderstand the weather. Why don’t you

other people that don’t obey. understand what is happening now?
47"That servant knew what his master
wanted him to do. But that servant did not Settle Your Problems

make himself ready or try to do what his master (M. 5:25-26)

wanted. So that servant will be punished very,”” Why Cffgt you decide for yourselves
much! 48But what about the servant that dog&hat IS right®®Suppose a person is suing you,
not know what his master wants? The servafld You are going with him to court. You
does things that deserve punishment. But §Euld try hard to settle it on the way. If you
will get less punishment than the servant thgPn't Settle it, he may take you to 'th judge.
knew what he should do. Any person that had1d the judge will throw you into jaik%You
been given much will be responsible for muc¥!ll not get ?“thOf there until you have paid
Much more will be expected from the persoRVEry cent of what you owe.

that has been given more. Change Your Hearts

People Will Not Agree About Jesus 1 At that time some people were there
(Mt. 10:34-36) ith Jesus. These people told Jesus
49Jesus continued speaking: “I came to brig@@out what happened to some people from
fire to the world. | wish it were already burning®alilee. Pilaté killed those people while they
501 must be baptized with alifferent kind of “Were worshiping. Pilate mixed their blood with
baptis | feel very troubled until it is finished.the blood of the animals they were sacrificing
51D0 you think that | came to give peace to th® God. 2Jesus answered, “Do you think this
world? No! | came to divide the worl@#From happened to those people because they wer
now on, a family with five people will bemore sinful than all other people from Galilee?
divided, three against two, and two against thré®lo, they were not! But if all of you don't
- . o change your hearts and lives, then you will be
A father and son will be divided: destroyed like those people wef@Vhat about
The son will be against his father.  tnose 18 people that died when the tower of
The father will be againsthis son.  sjjoam fell on them? Do you think those
A mother and her daughter will be divide eople were more sinful than all the people

The daughter will be against her motheynat'jive in JerusalemThey were not! But |
The mother will be against her daughter.

hypocrites Bad people that act like they are good.
Pilate Pontius Pilate was the Roman governor of Judea from

baptized ... baptism These words have a special meaning here— 26A.D. t0 36A.D.
being “baptized” or “buried” in troubles. sacrificing Killing an animal as an offering to God.
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tell you if you don't change your hearts angeople were happy for the wonderful things
lives, then you will all be destroyed too!”  Jesus was doing.

The Useless Tree What Is God’s Kingdom Like?

6Jesus told this story: “A man had a fig tree. (Mt. 13:31-33; Mk. 4:30-32) _
He planted the tree in his garden. The man came'Then Jesus said, “What is God's kingdom
looking for some fruit on the tree, but he foundike? What can | compare it with®God's
none.’The man had a servant that took care #fngdom is like the seed of the mustard plant.
his garden. So the man said to his servant,Al person plants this seed in his garden. The
have been looking for fruit on this tree for threg€ed grows and becomes a tree. The birds
years, but | never find any. Cut it down! Whybuild nests on its branches.”
should it waste the ground®But the servant _ 2°Jesus said again, “What can | compare
answered, ‘Master, let the tree have one mored’s kingdom with?1lt is like yeast that a
year to make fruit. Let me dig up the dirt arounoman mixes into a big bow! of flour to
it and put on some plant foo@Maybe the tree make bread. The yeast makes all the dough
will make fruit next year. If the tree still does(bread)rise.”

not make fruit, then n cut it down.™
ot make fruit, then you can cut it do The Narrow Door

Jesus Heals a Woman on the Sabbath 2 (Mt 7113_1‘,1’ 21—,23)
10Jesus taught in one of the synagogus Jesus was teaching in every town and

the Sabbath day.in that synagegue therd B85, TAOECIEC I TELC o
aide her. This Spit hac made he womdIp many peope il be saved? Only a e
; ' P Jesus saick#Try hard to enter through the

grlptpleﬂ for 1% ye?rst. ng ' bag[k vas ﬁlwa%sarrow doorthat opens the way to heayen
Jggu'sssaewcﬁgr, hréocgllgg touﬁes;,r?\llgomrlxar?,nydﬂﬂ”y P%Opleb |Will try tole?ter thertle, tiut thhey
siges e ore avy fom polesus 1 0 SRS T S e
his hands on her. Then she was able to stz%ﬁ]’(g ok on the do )ll)ut he won't open i
up straight. She praised God. ey ' Rt
14The synagogueleader was angry becausﬁ]oeu r%%nn Sva\})ill,l :r']révggfn‘}hgocg]??rk‘;]ogv\‘;s-oﬁft
Jesus healed on the Sabbath dayhe leader here did £ om?sTh y_” :
said to the people, “There are six days for Worwyer‘SVel atgogn(éogqrgnliovnvqi i yo?Jn ¥8E \tlz\;lugh ;
So come to be healed on one of those day¥.) e
Don’t come for healing on the Sabbath day.” Trzathgustffzt(smg;‘ ﬁﬁgwwgﬁf\ﬁﬂehrg V(\j”||(|j Sag’u
oThe Lord (Jesusjanswered, *You peoIOIecor>rl1e from? Go awa )ll‘ror'n me! You ar% all
are hypocrite§ All of you untie your work - y -

animals and lead them to drink water eveRgopPIe that do wrong!28You will see
day—even on the Sabbath dayi6This %raham, Isaac, Jacoband all the prophets

woman that | healed is our Jewish sist@ut !N God's kingdom. But you will be left
Satan(the devil)has held her for 18 yearsout3|de. Then you will cry with fear and anger.

Surely it is not wrong for her to be made fregreople will come from the east, west, north,

from her sickness on a Sabbath dayWhen and south. They will sit down at the table in
Jesus said this, all the men that were criticizitl kingdom of God#%People that have the

him felt ashamed of themselves. And all tHgWest place in life now will have the highest

synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered foustard plant A plant that grows taller than a man, but has a
prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings. very, very small seed.
Sabbath day Saturday, a special day for Jews to rest angast Used here as a symbol of good influence.
honor God. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob Three of the most important Jewish
hypocrites Bad people that act like they are good. leaders during the time of the Old Testament.
Jewish sister Literally, “daughter of Abraham.” prophets People that spoke for God.
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place in God's kingdom. And people that have the law, “If your son or work animal falls
the highest place now will have the lowestto a well on the Sabbath day, you know you

place in God's kingdom.” would pull him out quickly."6The Pharisees
- and teachers of the law could say nothing
Jesus Will Die in Jerusalem against what Jesus said.
(Mt. 23:37-39)
31At that time some Phariseesame to Don't Make Yourself Important
Jesus and said, “Go away from here and hidel"Then Jesus noticed that some of the guests
Herod wants to kill you! were choosing the best places to sit. So Jesu:

32Jesus said to them, “Go tell that foxtold this story#“When a person invites you to
(Herod), “Today and tomorrow | am forcinga wedding, don’t sit in the most important seat.
demons out of people and finishing my workrhe person may have invited someone more
of healing. Then, the next day, the work willnportant than you%And if you are sitting in
be finished.33After that, | must go, becausehe most important seat, then the person that
all prophetSshould die in Jerusalem.  invited you will come to you and say, ‘Give

3#0 Jerusalem, Jerusalem! You Kill thenis man your seat!” Then you will begin to
prophets. You kill with rocks those men thatmove down to the last place. And you will be
God has sent you. Many, many times | wantggry embarrassed?So when a person invites
to help your people. | wanted to gather yoybu, go sit in the seat that is not important.
people together like a hen gathers her chiCkRen the person that invited you will come to
under her wings. But you did not let meyou and say, ‘Friend, move up here to this
$Now your home will be left completelypetter placel’ What an honor this will be for
empty. | tell you, you will not see me agaigou in front of all the other guesté!Every
until that time when you will say, ‘Welcomeperson that makes himself important wiil be
God bless the One that comes in the namengade humble. But the person that makes
the Lord(God)™" himself humble will be made important.”

Is It Right to Heal on the Sabbath Day? You Will Be Rewarded

1 On a Sabbath dayJesus went to the 12Then Jesus said to the Pharis#et had
ome of a leading Pharise® eat with invited him, “When you give a lunch or a
him. The people there were all watching Jesdsner, don't invite only your friends, brothers,
very closely.2A man with a bad diseasevas relatives, and rich neighbors. At another time
put before JesusJesus said to the Phariseethey will pay you back by inviting you to eat
and teachers of the law, “Is it right or wrong taith them.3nstead, when you give a feast,
heal on the Sabbath day™But they would not invite the poor people, the crippled, and the
answer his question. So Jesus took the mamd. 4Then you will have great blessings,
and healed him. Then Jesus sent the maecause these people cannot pay you back
away.>Jesus said to the Pharisees and teachEnsy have nothing. But God will reward you
at the time when good people rise from death.”

Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that Story About a Big Dinner Party

claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs. (Mt. 22:1-10)
Herod Herod Antipas, tetrarch (ruler) of Galilee and Perea, son of 15Qne of the men sitting at the table with
foxl—ilirsot?stgwigri?ﬂt'erod is clever and sly like a fox Jesus heard these things. The man said tc
demon(s) Demons are evil spirits from the devil. Jesus, What a great b|ESS,Ing.It will b”e for a
prophets People that spoke for God. person to eat a meal in God's kingdom!”
‘Welcome! ... Lord” Quote from Ps. 118:26. 16Jesus said to him, “A man gave a big

Sabbath day Saturday, a special day for Jews to rest andinner. The man invited many peoplléWhen

honor God. . . !
disease The man had dropsy, a sickness that causes the bod%tt as time to eat, the man sent his servant to

swell larger and larger. ell the guests, ‘Come! The food is ready!
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18But all the guests said they could not comeverything you have to follow me. If not, you
Each man made an excuse. The first man sasdnnot be my follower!

‘I have just bought a field, so | must go look at

it. Please excuse mel%Another man said, ‘| Don't Lose Your Influence

have just bought five pairs of work animals; | o (Mt 513, Mk. 9:50) _
must go and try them. Please excuse gy >*Saltis a good thing. Butif the salt loses its
third man said, I just got married; | can’tsalty taste, then you can't make it salty again.
come.’ 21So the servant returned. He told h|§5|t is worth nothlng. You can't even use it for
master what had happened. Then the mas$éfl or for plant food. People throw it away.
became angry and said, ‘Hurry! Go into the “You people that hear me, listen!”

streets and alleys of the town. Bring me the :

poor people, the crippled, the blind, and the Joy n Heaven

lame.’ 22Later the servant said to him, (M. 18:12-14)

‘Master, | did what you told me to do, but wel Many tax collectorsand bad people
still have places for more people25The Jcame to listen to JesusThen the
master said to the servant, ‘Go out to thehariseesand the teachers of the law began to
highways and country roads. Tell the peopf@Mplain, “Look! This mar{Jesus)welcomes

there to come. | want my house to be fullPad people and even eats with them”
2/None of those people that | invited first will _°Then Jesus told them this storjSuppose

; » one of you has 100 sheep, but he loses one of

ever eat with me: them. Then he will leave the other 99 sheep
Decide If You Are Able to Follow Me alone and go out and look for the lost sheep.

(Mt. 10:37-38) The man will continue to search for the lost

25|\/|any peop|e were trave”ng with Je5u§heep until he flndS iAnd when he finds the_
Jesus said to the peopRé!If a person comes sheep, the man is very happy. The man carries
to me, but will not leave his father, motherthe sheegsto his home. He goes to his friends
wife, children, brothers, or sisters, then thand neighbors and says to them, ‘Be happy
person cannot be my follower. A person mudtith me because | found my lost sheeplh
love me more than he loves anything—evelieé same way, | tell you, heaven is a happy
his own life! 27If a person will not carry the place when one sinner changes his heart,
cross(suffering)that is given to him when heThere is more joy for that one sinner than
follows me, then that person cannot be miere is for 99 good people that don't need to
follower. 28lf you wanted to build a building, Change their hearts. ,
you would first sit down and decide how %‘Suppose a woman has ten silver coins,
much it would cost. You must see if you havBut she loses one of them. The woman will
enough money to finish the joldif you take a light and clean the house. She will

don't do that, you might begin the work, butook carefully for the coin until she finds it.
you would not be able to finish. And if you?And when she finds the lost coin, she will
could not finish it, then all the peoplecall her friends and neighbors and say to
watching would laugh at yowoThey would them, ‘Be happy with me because | have
say, ‘This man began to build, but he was ndgund the coin that I lost!*0In the same way,
able to finish!’ the angels of God are very happy when one
31f a king is going to fight against anotheginner changes his heart.”
king, first he will sit down and plan. If the king
has only 10,000 men, he will plan to see if he
is able to defeat the other king that has 20,0@0collector(s) Jews hired by the Romans to collect taxes. They
men. *4f he cannot defeat the other king’ thep Orfitsegecsh%tgdlsﬁgtrji;gee?\?vzrrge;vz2\?\};?1trglrinlious roup that
h.e will send some men to .Speak o the 0J[Hjé]laclaimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws andgcustogws. i
kmg and ask for peaCéSIt is the same for silver coins One coin, a Roman denarius, was the average pay
each of you. You must decide if you can leavefor one day's work.
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The Son That Left Home does all this mean?27The servant said, ‘Your
11Then Jesus said, “A man had two son§rother has come back. Your father killed the

12The younger son said to his father, ‘Give mét calf to eat. Your father is happy because
my part of all the things we own!" So theyour brother came home safely¥The older
father divided the wealth with his two sonsson was angry and would not go in to the
13Then the younger son gathered up all that @rty. So his father went out to ask him to
had and left. He traveled far away to anoth@ome in.29The son said to his father, ‘I have
country. There the son wasted his monesgrved you like a slave for many years! | have
living like a fool. 14He spent everything that hedlways obeyed your commands. But you never
had. Soon after that, the land became very dijlled even a goat for me! You never gave a
and there was no rain. There was not enou§grty for me and my friend$%But your other
food to eat anywhere in that country. The so$pn has wasted all your money on prostittites.
was hungry and needed moné§So he went Then he comes home, and you kill the fat calf
and got a job with one of the people of thaor him!" 31But the father said to him, ‘Son,
country. The man sent the son into the fields ¥Pu are always with me. All that | have is
feed pigs.16The son was so hungry that hgours too.32We must be happy and have a
wanted to eat the food that the pigs werarty; because your brother was dead, but now
eating. But no person gave him anythingne is alive. He was lost, but now he is found.”
17The boy realized that he had been very
foolish. He thought, ‘All of my father’s True Wealth
servants have plenty of food. But | am herﬂ_ 6\JNesus said to his followers, “Once there
almost dead because | have nothing to &3t. as a rich man. This rich man hired a
will leave and go to my father. | will say tomanager to take care of his business. Later, the
him: Father, | sinned against God and havgch man learned that his manager was
done wrong to you'?l am not good enough tocheating him?So he called the manager in and
be called your son. But let me be like one dfaid to him, ‘I have heard bad things about
your servants.?0So the son left and went toyou. Give me a report of what you have done
his father. with my money. You can’'t be my manager
The Son Returms now!" SLater, the manager thought to himself,
— : . ‘What will | do? My master is taking my job
While the son was still a long way off, hisayay from me! | am not strong enough to dig
father saw him coming. The father felt somyjitches, | am too proud to betj.know what |
for his son. So the father ran to him. Heyi| do! | will do something so that when |
hugged and kissed his sofiThe son said, |ose my job, other people will welcome me
Father, | sinned against God and have dongq their homes.5So the manager called in
wrong to you. | am not good enough to bgach person that owed the master some
called your son.?2But the father said to his oney. He said to the first man, ‘How much
servants, ‘Hurry! Bring the best clothes anaw0 you owe my master?The man answered,
dress him. Also, put a ring on his finger anq gwe him 8,000 pounds of olive ail.” The
good shoes on his feetBring our fat calf. We manager said to him, ‘Here is your bill. Hurry!
will kill it and have plenty to eat. Then we cansit qown and make the bill less. Write 4,000
have a partyP%My son was dead, but now he,oynds '7Then the manager said to another
is alive again! He was lost, but now he &an, ‘How much do you owe my master?
found!" So they began to have a party. The man answered, ‘| owe him 60,000 pounds
The Older Son Comes of wheat.” Then the manager said to him,

25The older son was in the field. He Camé—lere is your bill; you can make it less. Write

closer to the house. He heard the sound of
music and dancing’6So the older son called
to one of the servant boys and asked, ‘Whgstitutes Women that are paid by men for sexual sin.
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50,000 pounds.8Later, the master told the Divorce and Remarriage

dishonest manager that he had done a smart&‘If a man divorces his wife and marries
thing. Yes, worldly people are smartgrtheir another woman, he is guilty of the sin of
businesswith the people of their time tharadultery: And the man that marries a divorced

spiritual people are. “woman is also guilty of adultery.”
9| tell you, use the things you have here in '
this world to make friendgwith God, Then, The Rich Man and Lazarus

when those things are gone, you will be 19esus said, “There was a rich man that
welcomed in that home that continuealways dressed in the finest clothes. He was
forever.10f a person can be trusted withso rich that he was able to enjoy all the best
small things, then he can also be trusted withings every day20There was also a very
big things. If a person is dishonest in littlggoor man named Lazarus. Lazarus' body was
things, then he will be dishonest in big thingsovered with sores. Lazarus was often put at
too. 1If you cannot be trusted with worldlythe rich man’s gate2!Lazarus wanted only to
riches, then you will not be trusted with theeat the small pieces of food left from the rich
true (heavenly)riches.12And if you cannot be man’s table. And the dogs came and licked
trusted with the things that belong tdis sores!??ater, Lazarus died. The angels
someone else, then you will not be givetook Lazarus and placed him in the arms of
things of your own. Abraham’ The rich man also died and was
13*No servant can serve two masters at theried. 23He was sent to the place of death
same time. The servant will hate one mastnd had much pain. The rich man saw
and love the other. Or he will be loyal to ona&braham far away with Lazarus in his arms.
and not care about the other. You cannot seifle called, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on

God and Moneyat the same time.” me! Send Lazarus to me so that he can dip
his finger in water and cool my tongue. | am

God's Law Cannot Be Changed suffering in this fire!" 25But Abraham said,

(Mt. 11:12-13) ‘My child, remember when you lived? You

14The Phariseéswere listening to all thesehad all the good things in life. But all the bad
things. The Pharisees criticized Jesus becati#gs happened to Lazarus. Now he is
they all loved money!5Jesus said to thecomforted here, and you are suffering.
Pharisees, “You make yourselves look good 4fAlso, there is a big pi(hole) between you
front of people. But God knows what is reall@gnd us. No person can cross over to help you.
in your hearts. The things that people think afd no person can leave there and come
important are worth nothing to God. here.’27The rich man said, ‘Then please,

16‘Before John the Baptizer came, Gothther Abraham, send Lazarus to my
wanted the people to live by the laef father's house on earth®l have five
Moses and the writings of the prophet8ut brothers. Lazarus could warn my brothers so
since the time of John, the Good News abdfieit they will not come to this place of pain.’
the kingdom of God is being told. Many“But Abraham said, ‘They have the law of
people are trying hard to get into the kingdoMoses and the writings of the prophet®
of God.17Even the smallest part of a letter ifead; let them learn from that¥But the rich

the law cannot be changed. It would be easiggn said, ‘No, father Abraham! But if
for heaven and earth to pass away. someone came to them from the dead, then

they would change their hearts and lives.’
31But Abraham said to him, ‘No! If your
Money Or, mamonaan Aramaic word meaning “wealth.” brothers won't listen to Moses and the
Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that
claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs. adultery Breaking a marriage promise by sexual sin.

prophets People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote bookdraham The most respected ancestor of the Jews.
that are part of the Old Testament. place of death Literally, “Hades.”
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prophets, then they won't listen to someone Be Thankful
that comes back from death.” 11Jesus was traveling to Jerusalem. He went
, . . from Galilee to Samariat?He came into a
Don't Cause Sin and Be Ready to Forgive small town. Ten men met him there. These

Mt. 18:6-7, 21-22; Mk. 9:42 .
( ) men did not come close to Jesus, because the

1 Jesus said to his followers, “Things| had leprosy. 13But the men yelled to Jesus,
will surely happen that will makejeg,s1 Master! Please help us?”

people sin. But it will be very bad for the” 1ayhen Jesus saw the men. he said, “Go
person that makes this happéitiwill be very 504 show yourselves to the priedts.
bad for a person if he makes one of these weakyhile the ten men were going to the priests,
persons sin. It would be better for him to haygey were healed5When one of the men saw
a millstone tied around his neck and benat he was healed, he went back to Jesus. Hr
drowned in the seaSo be careful! praised God loudly!tHe bowed down at

If your brother sins, tell him he is wrong. Ifje ' feet. The man thanked Jesus. (This mar
he is sorryand stops sinningforgive him.4f o< 5 Samaritaf). 7Jesus said, “Ten men
your brother does something wrong 0 YQjjere healed; where are the other nif@his
seven times in one day, but he says that Nesy is not even a Jew! Is he the only one that
sorry each time, then you should forgive him..ame pack to give praise to God?Then

- . Jesus said to the man, “Stand up! You can go.
How Big Is Your Faith? ! - "
. You were heal lieved.
5The apostlessaid to the LordJesus) ou were healed because you believed

“Give us more faith!” o , God's Kingdom Is Inside You

6The Lord said, “If your faith is as big as a (Mt. 24:23-28, 37-41)
mustard seedfhen you can say to this mulberry 20Some of the Phariseesisked Jesus,
tree, ‘Dig yourself up and plant yourself in thewhen will the kingdom of God come?”

ocean!" And the tree will obey you. Jesus answered, “God's kingdom is coming,
but not in a way that you will be able to see
Be Good Servants with your eyes2People will not say, ‘Look,

7“Suppose one of you has a servant that hgsd's kingdom is here!’ Or, ‘There it is!" No,
been working in the field. The servant has begdod’s kingdom is inside you.”
plowing the ground or caring for the sheep. 22Then Jesus said to his followers, “The
When he comes in from work, what would yotime will come when you will want very much
say to him? Would you say, ‘Come in and sk see one of the days of the Son of Mat
down to eat'?®No! You would say to your you will not be able?3People will say to you,
servant, ‘Prepare something for me to eat.ook, there it is!" or, ‘Look, here it is!" Stay

Then get dressed and serve me. When | finigihere you are; don’t go away and search.
eating and drinking, then you can eaiThe

servant should not get any special thanks for When Jesus Comes Again

doing his job. He is only doing what his master 24 You will know it, when the Son of Man

told him to do.10lt is the same with you. Whencomes again. On the day when he comes he
you do all the things you are told to do, you

should say, ‘We are not worthy of any special

thanks. We have only done the work wProsy A very bad skin disease. .
should do.” Show yourselves to the priestsThe law of Moses said a priest

must decide when a Jew with leprosy was well.

Samaritan From Samaria. Samaritans were part Jewish, but some
Jews did not accept them. as pure Jews.

Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that

millstone A large, round stone used for grinding grain. claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs.
apostles Men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers for tellingide you Or, “here with you.”
his Good News to the world. Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this is

mustard seed The very small seed of the mustard plant. the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.
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will shine like lightning flashes across the skydead. The woman came many times to this
25But first, the Son of Man must suffer manyudge and said, ‘There is a man that is doing
things and be killed by the people of this timebad things to me. Give me my rightéBut the
261t will be the same when the Son of Manudge did not want to help the woman. After a
comes again as it was when Noah livédn long time, the judge thought to himself, ‘I don’t
the time of Noah, people were eating, drinkingiare about God. And | don't care about what
and getting married even on the day whepeople think>But this woman is bothering me.
Noah entered the boat. Then the flood cantiel give her what she wants, then she will leave
and killed all the peoplezdit will be the same me alone. But if | don’t give her what she
as during the time of Lot when God destroyedants, she will bother me until | am sick!™
Sodom: Those people were eating, drinking, 6The Lord (Jesus)said, “Listen! There is
buying, selling, planting, and building houseseaning in what the bad judge saidGod’s
for themselves?9The people were doing thesgeople shout to him night and day. God will
things even on the day when Lot left townalways give his people what is right. God will
Then fire and sulphur rained down from theot be slow to answer his peop#é.tell you,
sky and killed them alBOThis is exactly how it God will help his people quickly! But when
will be when the Son of Man comes again.  the Son of Mah comes again, will he find
3¥On that day, if a man is on his roof, h@eople on earth who believe in him?”
will not have time to go inside and get his o
things. If a man is in the field, he cannot go Being Right with God
back home32Remember what happened to °There were some people that thought that
Lot's wife*? 33The person that tries to save higiey were very good. These people acted like
life will lose it. But the person that gives highey were better than other people. Jesus used
life away will save it.34At the time when | this story to teach therd®One time there was
come again, there may be two people sleepmdhariseeand a tax collectdr.One day they
in one room. One person will be taken and theth went to the templeto pray.1iThe
other person will be lef5There may be twoPharisee stood alone, away from the tax
women working together. One woman will beollector. When the Pharisee prayed, he said,
taken and the other woman will be lefgt* ‘O God, | thank you that | am not as bad as
3The followers asked Jesus, “Where wilither people. | am not like men that steal,

this be, Lord?” cheat, or do the sin of adultery. thank you
Jesus answered, “People can always findhat | am better than this tax collectds] am
dead body by looking for the vulturgs. good; | fast twice a week, and | give one-
. . tenth of everything | earn!’
God Will Answer His People 13The tax collectot stood alone too. But

1 Then Jesus taught the followers thathen he prayed, he would not even look up to

hey should always pray and never logeeaven. The tax collector felt very humble
hope. Jesus used this story to teach thelefore God. He said, ‘O God, have mercy on
2*Once there was a judge in a town. He did note. | am a sinner!!4 tell you, when this man
care about God. The judge also did not cdieished his prayer and went home, he was right
what people thought about hifin that same with God. But the Phariseewho felt that he
town there was a woman. Her husband was

Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this is
Sodom A town where very bad people lived. God punished them the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.

by destroying their city. Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that
Lot's wife The story about what happened to Lot's wife is found claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs.
in Gen. 19:15-17, 26. tax collector(s) Jews hired by the Romans to collect taxes. They

Verse 36 A few Greek copies of Luke add verse 36: “Two men often cheated, and the other Jews hated them.
will be in the same field. One man will be taken, but the othmple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.
man will be left behind.” adultery Breaking a marriage promise by sexual sin.
vultures Or, “eagles”—hbirds that eat dead animals. fast To live without food for a time of prayer or mourning.
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was better than other people, was not right with Who Can Be Saved?

God. Every person that makes himself important 26when the people heard this, they said,
will be made humble. But the person that make$hen who can be saved?”

himself humble will be made important.” 27Jesus answered, “God can do things that
. o are not possible for people to do!”
Who Will Enter God's Kingdom? 28Peter said, “Look, we left everything we

(Mt. 19:13-15; Mk. 10:13-16) "
. ..,._had and followed you!
15Some people brought their small children 295055 said. )1 tell you the truth. Every
to Jesus so that Jesus could touch them. Bytcon that has left his home, wife, brothers,
when the followers saw this, they told theyarents “or children for God's kingdotwil
people not to do thistéBut Jesus called theget much more than he left. That person will

!(ittle chhiltljr(?n t%.lhim and said to his follgwersget many times more in this life. And after that
Let the little children come to me. Don't sto erson dies, he will live with God forever.”

them, because the kingdom of God belongs

people that are like these little childrenl tell Jesus Will Rise from Death
you the truth. You must accept God's kingdom (Mt. 20:17-19; Mk. 10:32-34)
like a little child accepts things, or you will - 3:Then Jesus talked to the twelve apostles
never enter it!" alone. Jesus said to them, “Listen! We are
: _ going to Jerusalem. Everything that God told
ARich Man Asks Jesus a Question the prophetsto write about the Son of Mén

18 (M. 19:16-30; Mk. 10:17-31) . ill happen!32His people will turn against him
A | Jewish leader asked Jesus, "Goodnq give him to the non-Jewish peopl@he
teacher, what m‘;,?t | do to get the life th‘i’\Gn-Jews will laugh at him, insult him, and
co?gtlnues forever?” spit on him.33They will beat him with whips
Jesus said to him, "Why do you call mgng then kil him! But on the third day after his
good? Only God is goodBut I will answer qeqih he willise to life again3The apostles

your question.You know God's commands: yieq 1 understand this, but they could not; the
You must not do the sin of adultefyyou aning was hidden from them
must not murder anyone, you must not steal '

anything, you must not tell lies about other Jesus Heals a Blind Man
people, you must hondrespect)your father (Mt. 20:29-34; Mk. 10:46-52)

and mother...™ , 35Jesus came near the city of Jericho. There
21But the leader said, “I have obeyed al{as a blind man sitting beside the road. The
these commands since | was a boy!” blind man was begging people for money.
2AVhen Jesus heard this, he said to the lead&when this man heard the people coming
“But there is still one more thing you need to dajown the road, he asked, “What is happening?”
Sell everything you have and give the money to 37The people told him, “Jesus, the one from
the poor people. You will have a reward itNazareth, is coming here.”
heaven. Then come and follow mé®Butwhen  38The blind man was excited and said,
the man heard this, he was very sad. The m&Jesus, Son of DavitiPlease help me!”
was very richand wanted to keep his mongy.
2When Jesus saw that the man was sad, he
said, “It will be very hard for rich people to enter

the kingdom of Gode5lt would be easier for g apostles Men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers for telling
) his Good News to the world.

Cam6| to go throuqh the eYe of a needle tt]an f&[}phets People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books
arich person to enter the kingdom of God! that are part of the Old Testament.
Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this is
the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.
adultery Breaking a marriage promise by sexual sin. non-Jewish peopleLiterally, “nations” (Gentiles).
‘You must not ... mother’ Quote from Ex. 20:12-16; Son of David Name for the Christ, who was from the family of
Deut. 5:16-20. David, king of Israel.
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39The people that were in front, leading the Use the Things God Gives You
group, criticized the blind man. They told him (Mt. 25:14-30)
not to speak. But the blind man shouted morellJesus traveled closer to Jerusalem. Some
and more, “Son of David, please help me!” of the people thought that God’s kingdom
40Jesus stopped there and said, “Bring thabuld come soon!2Jesus knew the people
blind man to me!” When the blind man camhought this, so he told them this story: “A
near, Jesus asked hift;What do you want very important man was preparing to go to a
me to do for you?” country far away to be made a king. Then the
The blind man said, “Lord, | want to seenan planned to return home and rule his
again.” people.13So he called ten of his servants
42Jesus said to him, “You can see now! Ydogether. He gave a bag of mondy each
are healed because you believed.” servant. The man said, ‘Do business with this
43Then the man was able to see. The mamoney until | come back4But the people in
followed Jesus, thanking God. All the peopliae kingdom hated the man. So the people sent
that saw this praised God for what happeneda group to follow the man to the other country.
In the other country, this group said, ‘We
Zacchaeus don’t want that man to be our king"
19]esus was going through the city of 15‘But the man became king. When he
Jericho.2In Jericho there was a mamame home, he said, ‘Call those servants that
named Zacchaeus. He was a wealthy, vergve my money. | want to know how much
important tax collector.3He wanted to seemore money they earned with it!5The first
who Jesus was. There were many other peogégvant came and said, ‘Sir, | earned ten bags
that wanted to see Jesus too. Zacchaeus wasoney with the one bag you gave me!’
too short to see above the peopfo he ran to 17The king said to the servant, ‘Fine! You are
a place where he knew Jesus would congegood servant. | see that | can trust you with
Then Zacchaeus climbed a sycamore tree soshaall things. So now | will let you rule over
could see JesusWhen Jesus came to thaten of my cities! 18The second servant said,
place, Jesus looked up and saw ZacchaeusSin, with your one bag of money | earned five
the tree. Jesus said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurbgdgs!’ 1°The king said to this servant, ‘You
Come down! | must stay at your house todaycan rule over five cities!20Then another
6Then Zacchaeus came down quickly. Heervant came in. The servant said to the king,
was happy to have Jesus in his houiéd.the ‘Sir, here is your bag of money. | wrapped it in
people saw this. They began to complain,piece of cloth and hid it} was afraid of
“Look at the kind of man Jesus stays witlyou because you are a hard man. You even
Zacchaeus is a sinner!” take money that you didn’t earn and gather
8Zacchaeus said to the Loféksus) “l want food that you didn’t grow!22Then the king
to do good. | will give half of my money to thesaid to the servant, ‘You bad servant! | will
poor. If I have cheated any person, | will payse your own words to condemn you. You
that person back four times more!” said that | am a hard man. You said that | even
9Jesus said, “Today is the day for this familyjake money that | didn't earn and gather food
to be saved from sin. Yes, even this tax collecténat | didn’t grow.23If that is true, you should
is one of God's chosen peopleldThe Son of have put my money in the bank. Then, when |
Man" came to find lost people and save them.”came back, my money would have earned
some interest24Then the king said to the men
that were watching, ‘Take the bag of money
away from this servant and give it to the

tax collector(s) Jews hired by the Romans to collect taxes. Theé’ervant that earned ten bags of moné?'sﬂ’he

often cheated, and the other Jews hated them.
one of God's chosen peoplé.iterally, “a son of Abraham.”
Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this lsag(s) of money One bag of money was a Greek ‘mina,” enough
the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people. to pay a person for working three months.
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men said to the king, ‘But sir, that servant 3°Some of the Phariseesaid to Jesus,
already has ten bags of money¥The king “Teacher, tell your followers not to say these
said, ‘The person that uses what he has witlings!”

get more. But the person that does not use40But Jesus answered, “I tell you, these
what he has will have everything taken awapings must be said. If my followers don’t say
from him. 2’Now where are my enemies?hese things, then these rocks will say them.”
Where are the people that did not want me to

be king? Bring my enemies here and kill them. Jesus Cries for Jerusalem
| will watch them die!” 41Jesus came near Jerusalem. He saw the
city and began to cry for it2Jesus spoke to
Jesus Enters Jerusalem Jerusalem. He said, “I wish you knew today
(Mt 21:1-11; Mk. 11:1-11; Jn 12:12-19) what would bring you peace! But you can't

28After Jesus said these things, hgnow it, because it is hidden from yot3A
continued traveling toward JerusalefiJesus time is coming when your enemies will build a

came near Bethphage and Bethany, tow@gll around you. Your enemies will hold you
near the hill called the Mount of OliveS. on all sidesZ4They will destroy you and all
Jesus sent out two of his follower$He said, your people. Not one stone of your buildings
Go into the town you can see there. Whewill stay on top of another. All this will

you enter the town, you will find a younghappen because you did not know the time
donkey tied there. No person has ever riddgfhen God came to save you.”

this donkey. Untie the donkey, and bring it
here to me3lf any person asks you why you Jesus Goes to the Temple
are taking the donkey, you should say, ‘The (Mt. 21:12-17; Mk. 11:15-19; Jn 2:13-22)
Master needs this donkey.” 45Jesus went into the templarea. He
32The two followers went into town. Theybegan to throw out the people that were selling
found the donkey exactly like Jesus told therthings there46Jesus said, “It is writtefin the
33The followers untied the donkey. But thé&criptures,;, ‘My house will be a house of
owners of the donkey came out. They said to tipgayer.” But you have changed it into a
followers, “Why are you untying our donkey?” ‘hiding place for thieves.”
34The followers answered, “The Master 47Jesus taught the people in the temeea
needs it.”35So the followers brought theevery day. The leading priests, the teachers of
donkey to Jesus. The followers put their codtee law, and some of the leaders of the people
on the donkey’s back. Then they put Jesus wanted to kill JesustéBut all the people were
the donkey3tJesus rode along the road towalistening closely to Jesus. They were very
Jerusalem. The followers spread their coats imterested in the things Jesus said. So the
the road before Jesus. leading priests, the teachers of the law, and the
37Jesus was coming close to Jerusalem. téaders did not know how they could kill Jesus.
was already near the bottom of the Mount of _ .
Olives: The whole group of followers were The Jewish Leaders Ask Jesus a Question
happy. They were very excited and praised (Mt. 21:23-27; Mk. 11:27-33)
God. They thanked God for all the powerle ne day Jesus was in the temzleea.
things they had seefEThey said, e was teaching the people. Jesus told
the people the Good Newabout the kingdom

“"Welcome! God bless the king that comesof Gog The leading priests, teachers of the
in the name of the Lord. Psaim 118:26

Peace in heaven and g|ory to God!” Pharisees The Pharisees were a Jewish religious group that
claimed to follow carefully all Jewish laws and customs.

temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.
Scriptures Holy Writings—the Old Testament.
Mount of Olives A hill east of the city of Jerusalem where aMy house ... prayer' Quote from Isa. 56:7.
person could look down into the temple area. ‘hiding place for thieves’ Quote from Jer. 7:11.



LUKE 20:2-25 1222

law, and older Jewish leaders came to talk ttee farmers threw the son out of the vineyard

Jesus?They said, “Tell us! What authority dcand killed him.

you have to do these things? Who gave you*What will the owner of the vineyard do?

this authority?” 16He will come and kill those farmers! Then
3Jesus answered, “I will ask you a questidre will lease the land to some other farmers.”

too. Tell me:4When Johh baptized people, The people heard this story. They said,

did that come from God or was it only froniNo! This should never happen7But Jesus

other people?” looked into their eyes and said, “Then what
SThe priests, the teachers of the law, and ttiees this verse mean:

Jewish leaders all talked about this. They said

to each other, “If we answer, ‘John’s baptism

was from God,” then he will say, ‘Then why became the cornersto*r‘fép im 118:22

did you not believe John®But if we say that saim =6

John’s baptism was from someone els®t 18Every person that falls on that stone will be

God, then all the people will kill us withbroken. If that stone falls on you, it will crush

rocks. They will kill us because they believgou!”

that John was a proph&t’So they answered, 19The teachers of the law and the leading

“We don't know the answer.” priests heard this story that Jesus told. They
850 Jesus said to them, “Then | will not teknew this story was about them. So they

you what authority | use to do these things!” wanted to arrest Jesus at that time. But they

were afraid of what the people would do.

‘The stone that the builders did not want

God Sends His Son
(Mt 21:33-46; Mk. 12:1-12) The Jewish Leaders Try to Trick Jesus
9Then Jesus told the people this story: “A (Mt. 22:15-22; Mk. 12:13-17)

man planted a vineyard. The man leased the20So the Jewish leaders waited for the right
land to some farmers. Then he went away fortine to get Jesus. They sent some men to Jesus.
long time.10Later, it was time for the grapes torhey told these men to act like they were good
be picked. So the man sent a servant to thasen. They wanted to find something wrong
farmers so that they would give him his shamwith the things Jesus said. (If they found
of the grapes. But the farmers beat the servasamething wrong, then they could give Jesus to
and sent him away with nothing!So the man the governor, who had power and authority
sent another servant. The farmers beat thaver him.) 21So the men asked Jesus, “Teacher,
servant too. They showed no respect for hinme know that what you say and teach is true. It
The farmers sent the servant away wittloesn't matter who is listening—you teach the
nothing.12So the man sent a third servant teame to all people. You always teach the truth
the farmers. The farmers hurt this servambout God’s way#2Tell us, is it right that we
badly and threw him out!3The owner of the should pay taxes to CaesaiYes or No?”
vineyard said, ‘What will I do now? I will send  23But Jesus knew that these men were trying
my son. | love my son very much. Maybe théo trick him. Jesus said to the#f;Show me a
farmers will respect my son!t4When the coin. Whose name is on the coin? And whose
farmers saw the son, they said to each otheigture is on it?”
‘This is the owner’s son. This vineyard will be They said, “Caesar’s.”
his. If we kill him, then it will be ours!’15So  23Jesus said to them, “Then give to Caesar
the things that are Caesar’s. And give to God
the things that are God's.”

John John the Baptizer; he told people about Christ's coming.

Read Mt. 3; Lk. 3.
baptize(d) A Greek word meaning to immerse, dip, or bury a

person or thing briefly under water. cornerstone The first and most important rock of a building.
prophet A person that spoke for God. Caesar The name given to the emperor (ruler) of Rome.
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26The men were amazed at his wise answer. s the Christ the Son of David?
They could say nothing. The men were not (Mt. 22:41-46; Mk. 12:35-37)
able to trick Jesus before the people. Jesus saitlThen Jesus said, “Why do people say that
nothing they could use against him. the Christ is the Son of Davit? 42n the book

Some Sadd i Trck ] of Psalms, Davidhimself says:
ome Sadducees Try to Trick Jesus . :
(Mt. 2uz;23_33; n);m. 12;18_27) ’ ‘The Lord (God)said to my LordChrist).

2iSome Sadduceéscame to Jesus. ,. Sit by me at my right side,
(Sadducees believe that people will not rise and | will put your enemies
from death.) They asked Jesw§:Teacher, under your power. - Psaim 110:1
Moses wrote that if a married man dies andipayig calls the Christ ‘Lord.’ But the Christ
had no children, then his brother must mamy aiso the son of David. How can both these
the woman. Then they will have children fokhings be true?”
the dead brother?°One time there were seven
brothers. The first brother married a woman, Warning Against the Teachers of the Law
but died. He had no childrerfoThen the (Mt. 23:1-36; Mk. 12:38-40; Lk. 11:37-54)
second brother married the woman, and he45All the people listened to Jesus. Jesus said
died. 31And the third brother married theto his followers46‘Be careful of the teachers
woman, and he died. The same thingf the law. They like to walk around wearing
happened with all the other brothers. They atlothes that look important. And they love for
died and had no childre#?The woman was people to show respect to them in the market
the last to die33But all seven brothers marrietplaces. They love to get the most important
her. So when people rise from death, whosgats in the synagogueénd they love to get
wife will this woman be?” the most important seats at the feastBut
Jesus said to the Sadducee®n earth, they are mean to widowsand steal their
people marry each othe?*Some people will homes. Then they try to make themselves look
be worthy to be raised from death and livgood by saying long prayers. God will punish
again after this life. In that life they will notthese people very much.”
marry.36in that life people are like angels and
cannot die. They are children of God, because True Giving
they have been raised from deaffiMoses (M. 12:41-44)
clearly showed that people are raised fro Jesus saw some rich people putting
death. When Moses wrote about the burni their gifts for God into the temple
bush! he said that the Lord is ‘the God ofmoney boX. 2Then Jesus saw a poor widow.
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God @he put two small copper coins into the box.
Jacob”’* 38If God said he is their God, then3Jesus said, “I tell you the truth. This poor
these men are not really dead. He is God onlyidow gave only two small coins. But she
of living people. All people that belong to Godeally gave more than all those rich people.
are alive.” 4The rich people have plenty; they gave only
39Some of the teachers of the law saiwhat they did not need. This woman is very
“Teacher, your answer was very good?No

person was brave enough to ask him anotfoeiist The “ancinted one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.
question. Son of David Name for the Christ, who was from the family of
David, king of Israel.
David King of Israel about 1000 years before Christ.
SadduceesA leading Jewish religious group. They accepted onnd | ... power Literally, “until | make your enemies a footstool

the first five books of the Old Testament. for your feet.”
if ... dead brother See Deut. 25:5,6. synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered for
burning bush Read Ex. 3:1-12. prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings.
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob Three of the most important Jewishwidows Women whose hushands have died.

leaders during the time of the Old Testament. money box A special box in the Jewish place for worship where

‘the God of ... Jacob’ Words taken from Ex. 3:6. people put their gifts to God.
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poor. But she gave all she had. And siéut none of these things can really harm
needed that money to help her live.” you. 19You will save yourselves by continuing
strong in your faith through all these things.
The [z,a?trzlicfloﬂ o&ihg?rpggle The Destruction of Jerusalem
“Some of the followers were talking abou the 20You wi(l?/l;égla?;rzrii;eMskélllg:;(_)lngr)]d Jerusalem
temple: They said, “This is a beautiful templeThen ou il know that the time for the
built with the best Stones, Look at the mangestru?:/tion of Jerusalem has comiéAt that
good gifts that have been offered to God!” ; ; -
that you see here wil be destroyed. Every stofié® T quickly. 1ryou zfre r?ear the city. don't go
of these buildingswill be thrown down to the il 27The prophatswrote many thinds about
ground. Not one stone will be left on another!” IN* ?1 P od wil curi h%}' g & Th
7Some followers asked Jesus, “Teachef!€ time when God will punish his people. The

when will these things happen? What will shoyf e | am telling you about is the time when all
us that it is time for t%ese Ft)rﬁ)ings to happen?’ nese things must happetiAt that time, it wil

8Jesus said, “Be careful! Don't be fooled® gﬁ%gg{e"s"o\%ﬁ;ghgé ggﬁs%r?/ge?;rga%rt?rg\ég
wiﬁng’a@e?f’ IaemeltngognherigE !ngn@y#ﬁ??i'gmem come to this land. God will be angry with
time has come!’ But don't follow them these peopléthe Jews)2“Some of the people

9When you hear about wars and riots, don’t Wl be killed by soldiers. Other people will be

: - - de prisoners and taken to every country. The
?ggagdmﬁsc%rt]mg?emm happen first Th‘%*Tuﬂ(gily city of Jerusalem will be walked on by

10Then Jesus said to them. “Nations willon-Jewish people until their time is finished.

fight against other nations. Kingdoms will Don't Fear
fight against other kingdomsiThere will be (Mt. 24: 29-31: Mk, 13:24-27)

great earthquakes, sicknesses, and other ba@‘Amazing things will happen with the sun,

things in many places. In some places thetg,,n "and stars. The people on earth will feel
will be no food for the people to eat. Terriblg, yyed The oceans will be upset, and the
things will happen, and amazing things W'Eeople will not know Why.26Peop|’e will
come from heaven to warn people. become afraid. They will be very worried about
But before all these things happenypat will happen to the world. Everything in
people will arrest you and do bad things {fe sky will be changedThen people will see
you. People will judge you in theifye gon of Mancoming on a cloud with power
synagoguesand put you in jail. You will be a4 great glory28When these things begin to
forced to stand before kings and gOVernoligannen don't fear. Look up and be happy!

People will do all these things to you becauggy't worry. Be happy, because you know that
you follow me. 13But this will give you an e time when God will free you is near”
opportunity to tell about me“Don’t worry

about what you will saytsl will give you the My Words Will Live Forever

wisdom to say things that none of your (Mt. 24:32-35; Mk. 13:28-31)

enemies can answe¥SEven your parents, 29Then Jesus told this story: “Look at all the
brothers, relatives, and friends will turtrees. The fig tree is a good exam@@Vhen
against you. They will kill some of yodAll it becomes greetgrows buds)you know that
people will hate you because you follow mgummer is neasllt is the same with these

temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.  prophets People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books

Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God. that are part of the Old Testament.

synagogue(s) Synagogues were places where Jews gathered 8an of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this is
prayer, study of the Scriptures, and other public meetings. the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.
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things | told you would happen. When you se;d made him do a bad thifgudas went and

all these things happening, then you will knotalked with the leading priests and some of the

that God'’s kingdom is coming very soon.  soldiers who guarded the templéudas talked
32| tell you the truth. All these things willto them about a way to give Jesus to them.

happen while people of this time are stifiThe priests were very happy about this. They

living! 33The whole world, earth and sky, wilpromised to give Judas mong§ he would

be destroyed; but the words | have said wdlve Jesus to thepfJudas agreed. Then Judas

never be destroyed! waited for the best time to give Jesus to them.
‘ Judas wanted to do it when there were no
Be Ready All the Time people around to see him do it.

34Be careful! Don’t spend your time .
drinking and getting drunk. Or don't be too ~ Preparation of the Passover Meal
busy with worldly things. If you do that, you (Mt. 26:17-25; Mk. 14:12-21; Jn 13:21-30)
will not be able to think right. And then the end_ ’The Day of Unleavened Breaccame.
might come when you are not readijit will  This was the day when the Jews always killed
come like a surprise to all people on eafiSo the lambs for the PassoveriJesus said to
be ready all the time. Pray that you will béeter and John, “Go and prepare the Passovel
strong enough to continue safely through ameal for usto eat”
these things that will happen. And pray that you °Peter and John said to Jesus, “Where do
will be able to stand before the Son of Man.~ you want us to prepare the meal?”

37During the day, Jesus taught the people inJesus said to them¥Listen! After you go
the templé area. At night he went out of thénto the city (Jerusalem) you will see a man
city and stayed all night on the Mount ofarrying a jar of water. Follow him. He wil

Olives: 38Every moring all the people got uo into a house. You go with hini Tell the
early to go listen to Jesus at the temple. ~ Person that owns that house, ‘The Teacher

asks that you please show us the room where
The Jewish Leaders Want to Kill Jesus he and his followers can eat the Passover
(Mt. 26:1-5, 14-16; Mk. 14:1-2, 10-11; Jn 11:45-53)  meal.’ 12Then the man who owns the house
2 It was almost time for the Jewistwill show you a large room upstairs. This
Festival of Unleavened Breadsalled room is ready for us. Prepare the Passover
the Passover.2The leading priests andneal there.”
teachers of the law were trying to find a quiet 13S0 Peter and John left. Everything
way to kill Jesus. They were afraid of what theappened the way Jesus said. So they prepare
people would do to them. the Passovémeal.

Judas Makes Plans Against Jesus The Lord’s Supper

30ne of Jesus’ twelve aposfleﬂas named (Mt. 26:26-30; Mk. 14:22-26; 1 Cor. 11:23-25)

Judas Iscariot. Satdfhe devijwent into Judas _ *“The time came for them to eat the
Passovermeal. Jesus and the apostlesre
. _together at the tablé>Jesus said to them, “|

Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this | : !

the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his peop@._anted very much '[0. eat thls Passover meal
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.  With you before | die 16l .W.IH. never _eat
Mount of Olives A hill east of the city of Jerusalem where @another Passover meal until it is given its true

person could look down into the temple area. meaning in the kingdom of God.”
Festival of Unleavened Bread An important Jewish holiday 1 :

week. In the Old Testament it began the day after Passover, hut 'Then Jesus tO.Ok a cup of Wme‘; He ga\./e

by this time the two holidays had become one. thanks to God for it. Then he said, “Take this
Passover An important Jewish holy day. The Jews ate a spec@Up and give It to everyone hetél. will never

meal on this day every year to remember that God freed thejpink wine again until God’s kingdom comes.”
from slavery in Egypt in the time of Moses.

apostles Men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers for telling
his Good News to the world. Day of Unleavened BreadSame as Passover.
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19Then Jesus took some bread. He thanked Don't Lose Your Faith!
God for the bread and divided it. He gave itto (Mt 26:31-35; Mk. 14:27-31; Jn 13:36-38)
the apostles.Then Jesus said, “This bread is 31“Satan(the devil)has asked to test you
my body that | am giving for you. Eat this tanen like a farmer tests his wheat. O Simon,
remember me.”20n the same way, afterSimon (Peter) 32 have prayed that you will
supper, Jesus took the cup of wine and sambt lose your faith! Help your brothers be
“This wine shows the new agreemefrom stronger when you come back to me.”
God to his peopleThis new agreement begins 33But Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, | am ready
with my blood(death)that | am giving for to go to jail with you. I will even die with you!”
you.™ 34But Jesus said, “Peter, before the rooster
. , crows tomorrow morning, you will say you
Who Will Turn Against Jesus? don’t know me. You will say this three times!”
21Jesus said, “One of you will soon be
against me. His hand is by my hand on the Be Ready for Trouble
table.22The Son of Mahwill do what God has  35Then Jesus said to the apostlé$,sent
planned. But it will be very bad for that persolyou (to tell people about Gqdl sent you
who gives the Son of Mayto be killed.” without money, a bag, or shoes. But did you
23Then the apostlésasked each otherneed anything?”
“Which one of us would do that to Jesus?” The apostles said, “No.”
. 36Jesus said to them, “But now if you have
Be Like a Servant money or a bag, carry that with you. If you
24 ater the apostlésbegan to argue aboutlon’t have a sword, sell your coat and buy
which one of them was the most importantne.37The Scripturésays:
25But Jesus said to them, “The kings of the . : T
world rule over their people. Men who have People said he was acnmlnalj -
authority over other people make the people Isaiah 53:1
call them ‘great helper®f the peoplg’ 26But This Scripture must happen. It was written
you must not be like that. The greatest persabout me, and it is happening now.”
should become like the youngest person!3éThe followers said, “Look, Lord, here
Leaders should be like servang8Who is are two swords!”
more important: the person sitting at the table Jesus said to them, “That’s enough!”
or the person serving him? You think the
person sitting at the table is more important. ~ Jesus Tells the Apostles to Pray
But | am like a servant among you! (Mt. 26:36-46; Mk. 14:32-42)
28‘You men have stayed with me through 3°-“Qesus left the cityJerusalempand went
many struggles?9My Father has given me at0 the Mount of Olives. His followers went
kingdom. I'also give you authority to rule withwith him. (Jesus went there often.) Jesus said
me. 30You will eat and drink at my table into his followers, “Pray for strength against
my kingdom. You will sit on thrones andtemptation.”

judge the twelve tribegfamily groups)of  “'Then Jesus went about 50 steps away
Israel’ from them. He kneeled down and prayed,

42Father, if it is what you want, then let me
not have this cup,of suffering. But do what

apostles Men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers for teIIMQu want, not what | want.*3Then an angel

his Good News to the world.
Verses 19-20A few Greek copies do not have Jesus’ words in tfcripture Part of the Holy Writings—the Old Testament.

last part of verse 19 and all of verse 20. Mount of Olives A hill east of the city of Jerusalem where a
Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, thisis person could look down into the temple area.

the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his peoplaup Jesus is talking about the bad things that will happen to him.
Israel First, Israel was the Jewish nation, but the name is also Accepting these things will be hard, like drinking a cup full of

used to mean all of God's people. something that tastes very bad.
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from heaven appeared. The angel was sensitting there. She could see because of the
help Jesus#4Jesus was full of pain; hdight from the fire. The girl looked closely at
struggled hard in prayer. Sweat dripped froReter’s face. Then she said, “This man was
his face like he was bleedingt®When Jesus also with him(Jesuslf’

finished praying, he went to his followers. 5/But Peter said this was not true. He said,
They were asleep. (Their sadness had mddedy, | don’t know him.” 58A short time
them very tired.6Jesus said to them, “Whylater, another person saw Peter and said,
are you sleeping? Get up and pray for strengifou are also one of those people that follow

against temptation.” him (Jesus)’
But Peter said, “Man, | am not one of his
Jesus Is Arrested followers!”
(Mt. 26:47-56; Mk. 14:43-50; Jn 18:3-11) 59About an hour later, another man said,

4\While Jesus was speaking, a group ot is true! This man was with hinfJesus) He

people came. One of the twelve apostieas is from Galilee!” The man said he was sure
leading the group. He was Judas. Judas cagm@ut this.

close to Jesus so that he could kiss Jesus. 60yt Peter said, “Man, | don't know what
48But Jesus said to him, “Judas, are yau are talking about!”
using the kissof friendship to give the Son of* |mmediately, while Peter was still
Man" to his enemig8” +9The followers of speaking, a rooster crowe8iThen the Lord
Jesus were standing there too. They saw W{iatsus)turned and looked into Peter’s eyes.
was happening. The followers said to Jesusad Peter remembered what the Lord had
“Lord, should we use our swords®And one said: “Before the rooster crows in the
of the followers did use his sword. He cut offorning, you will say three times that you
the right ear of the servant of the high priest. don’t know me.”62Then Peter went outside
51Jesus said, “Stop!” Then Jesus touched thgd cried bitterly.
servant's ear and healed him.
5ZThe group that came to arrest Jesus were The People Laugh at Jesus
the leading priests, the older Jewish leaders, and (Mt. 26:67-68; Mk. 14:65)
the Jewish soldiers. Jesus said to them, “Why63Some men were holdinguarding) Jesus.
did you come out here with swords and sticksthey made fun of Jesus and beat Hifithey
Do you think | am a criminal?3 was with you covered his eyes so that he could not see them
every day in the templearea. Why didn’t you Then they hit him and said, “Be a prophaad
try to arrest me there? But this is your time—tell us who hit you!"65And they said many

the time when darknegsin) rules.” very bad things to Jesus.
Peter Is Afraid to Say He Knows Jesus Jesus Before the Jewish Leaders
(Mt. 26:57-58, 69-75; M. 14:53-54, 66-72; Jn 18:12-18, 25-27) (Mt. 26:59-66; Mk. 14:55-64; Jn 18:19-24)

S4They arrested Jesus and took him away. 66The next morning, the older leaders of the
They brought Jesus into the house of the higieople, the leading priests, and the teachers o
priest: Peter followed them, but he did nothe law came together. They led Jesus away tc
come near JesuSsThe soldiers started a firetheir highest cour&They said, “If you are the
in the middle of the yard and sat togetheChrist; then tell us that you are!”

Peter sat with then®fA servant girl saw Peter Jesus said to them, “If | tell you | am the
Christ, you will not believe mééAnd if | ask

Verses 43-44Some Greek copies do not have verses 43 and 44Y0U, you will not anS_Wer@gBUt be_gmn'_ng

apostles Men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers for telii@W, the Son of Manwill sit at the right side

his Good News to the world. of God'’s throne.”
Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this is

the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people.
high priest The most important Jewish priest and leader. prophet Prophets could tell things that most people could not know.
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship. ~ Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.
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/0They all said, “Then are you the Son of Jesus Must Die
God?” Jesus said to them, “Yes, you are right (Mt 27:15-26; Mk. 15:6-15; Jn 18:39--19.16)
when you say that | am.” 13Pilate called all the people together with

"IThey said, “Why do we need witnessebe leading priests and thdewish leaders.
now? We ourselves heard him say this!”  14Pilate said to them, “You brought this man
. . (Jesus)to me. You said that he was trying to
Governor Pilate Questions Jesus change the people. But I judged him before you
(Mt 27122, 1114 MK 1515, In 18:28-38) - g| | found no wrong that he had done. Jesus is
2 Then the whole group stood up and legbt guilty of the things you sayAlso, Herod
Nesus to Pilate?They began to accuséound nothing wrong with him; Herod sent
Jesus. They told Pilate, “We caught this m@asus back to us. Look, Jesus has done nothing

trying to change the thinking of our people. Hgrong. He should not be killed:6So, after |
says we should not pay taxes to Caesde punish him a little, | will let him go free.”.*

calls himself the Christa king.” , 18But all the people shouted, “Kill him! Let
SPilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of tfBarabbas go free”YBarabbas was a man that

Jews?” o was in jail because he started a riot in the city.
Jesus answered, “Yes, that is right.” He had also killed some people.)

4Pilate Sald to the Ieading 'pI'iGS.tS and thEZOP”ate wanted to let Jesus go free. So
people, “I find nothing wrong with this man.” again Pilate told them that he would let Jesus

SThey said again and again, “But Jesus i, 21But they shouted again, “Kill him! Kill
making trouble with the people! He teache&im on a cross!”

all around Judea. He began in Galilee, and22A third time Pilate said to the people,

now he is here!” “Why? What wrong has he done? He is not
. guilty. I can find no reason to kill him. So |
Pilate Sends Jesus to Herod will let him go free after | punish him a little.”

6Pilate heard this and asked if Jesus was23Byt the peop|e continued to shout. They

from Galilee.Pilate learned that Jesus wagemanded that Jesus be killed on the cross.
under Herod’s authority. Herod was inTheir shouting became so loud tH4Pilate
Jerusalem at that time, so Pilate sent Jesusgigided to give them what they wanté@he
him. 8When Herod saw Jesus, he was vepeople wanted Barabbas to go free. Barabbas
happy. Herod had heard all about Jesus. Sogs in jail for starting a riot and for killing
had wanted to meet Jesus for a long timgeople. Pilate let Barabbas go free. And Pilate

Herod wanted to see a miracleSo he hoped gave Jesus to the people to be killed. This is
that Jesus would do a miracléerod asked what the people wanted.

Jesus many questions, but Jesus said nothing.
10The leading priests and teachers of the law Jesus Is Killed on a Cross
were standing there. They were shouting things (Mt 27:32-44; Mk. 15:21-32; Jn 19:17-27)
against Jesus:Then Herod and his soldiers 26The soldiers led Jesus awgg be killed.
laughed at Jesus. They made fun of Jesus Aythat same time, there was a man coming
dressing him in clothes like kings wear. Themto the city from the fields. His name was
Herod sent Jesus back to Pilatén the past, Simon. Simon was from the city of Cyrene.
Pilate and Herod had always been enemies. Bllie soldiers forced Simon to carry Jesus’
on that day Herod and Pilate became friends. cross and walk behind Jesus.

2IMany, many people followed Jesus. Some

Pilate Pontius Pilate was the Roman governor of Judea fro@f the women were sad and crying. They felt
26A.D. t0 36A.D.

Caesar The name given to the emperor (ruler) of Rome.

Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.

Herod Herod Antipas, tetrarch (ruler) of Galilee and Perea, son\dérse 17 A few Greek copies of Luke add verse 17: “Every year
Herod the Great. at the Passover festival, Pilate had to release one prisoner to

miracle(s) Amazing works done by God's power . the people.”
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sorry for Jesusz8But Jesus turned and said to 43Then Jesus said to him, “Listen! What | say
the women, “Women of Jerusalem, don't cng true: Today you will be with me in Paradise
for me. Cry for yourselves and for your .

children too!29The time is coming when Jesus Dies

people will say, ‘Happy are the women that (Mt. 27:45-56; Mk. 15:33-41; Jn 19:28-30)

cannot have babies! Happy are the women thaf“lt was about noon, but the whole area
have no children to care for3%Then the became dark until three o’clock in the

people will say to the mountain, ‘Fall on usi@fternoon45There was no sun! The curtain in

The people will say to the hills, ‘Cover us!'the temple was torn into two pieces®Jesus
31if people act like this now when life is goodshouted, “Father, | give you my life.After
what will happen when bad times corife? ~ Jesus said this, he died.

32There were also two criminals led out *’The army officet there saw what
with Jesus to be killedi®Jesus and the twohappened. He praised God, saying, I know
criminals were led to a place called “Th#is man was a good man! _
Skull.” There the soldiers nailed Jesus to his*Many people had come out of the city to
cross. They also nailed the criminals to theiee this thing. When the people saw it, they

crosses. They put one criminal beside Jesusf@l very sorry and leftiThe people who were
the right, and they put the other crimindllose friends of Jesus were there. Also, there

beside Jesus on the leftJesus said, “Fatherwere some women that had followed Jesus

forgive these peoplghat are killing me They from Galilee. They all stood far away from the
don’t know what they are doirig. cross and watched these things.

The soldiers gambled with dice to decide
who would get Jesus’ clothe82The people

stood there watchinglesus The Jewish leaders 50_5]% LT Mkhlwf_“ o ;9:33_42). h
laughed at Jesus. They said, “If he is God"’ man was tnere from the Jewish town

Chosen One, the Christthen let him save 6f Arimathea. His name was Joseph. He was a

himself. He saved other people, didn'the?”  900d man, who fived the way God wanted. He
36Even the soldiers laughed at Jesus aff@s Waiting for God's kingdom to come. Joseph

teased him. They came to Jesus and offelgF @ member of the Jewish council. But he did
him some wine37The soldiers said. “If you Mot agree when the other Jewish leaders decidex

are the king of the Jews, save yourse¥f{At to kill Jesus>2Joseph went to Pilate to ask for

. the body of JesusPilate let Joseph have the
Eﬁiltsof)s%tg ilﬁlrgs(;s':t?ggejév\/\?;c’i)s were writ 0dy, 53S0 Joseph took the body down from the

3%0ne of the criminals began to shout vefoSS and wrapped it in cloth. Then he put Jesus’

bad things at Jesus: “Aren’t you the ChifistPody In & tomkdgrave)that was dug in a wall of
Then save yourselfl And save us too!” rock. This tomb had never been used before.

40But the other criminal stopped him, K& This was late on Preparation daWhen the

said, “You should fear God! All of us will dieSUl et down, the Sabbath taould begin.
soon!41You and | are guilty; we should be The women that had come from Galilee

killed because we did wrong. But this malfith Jesus followed Joseph. They saw the

(Jesus)has done nothing wrong¥2Then this

i ; u dise Place where good people go when they die.
criminal said to JESUS, Jesus, remember curfain in the temple A curtain divided the “Most Holy Place”

when you beQm I’U|Iﬂg as kmg! from the other part of the temple, the special building in
Jerusalem for Jewish worship.
“Father ... life” Literally, “I put my spirit in your hands.” Quote

the people ... ‘Cover us!" Quote from Hos. 10:8 from Ps. 31:5.
If people act ... come Literally, “If they do these things in the army officer A centurion, a Roman army officer who had

green tree, what will happen in the dry?” authority over 100 soldiers.
Jesus said, “Father ... doing” Some early copies of Luke do notPreparation day Friday, the day before the Sabbath.

have these words. Sabbath day Saturday, a special day for Jews to rest and
Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God. honor God.

Joseph of Arimathea
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tomb. Inside they saw where the body of Jesus On The Road to Emmaus
was put>6Then the women left to prepare some (Mk. 16:12-13)
sweet-smelling spice# put on Jesus’ body 13That same day two of Jesus’ followers were
On the Sabbath dayhey rested. The law ofgoing to a town named Emmaus. It is about
Moses commanded all people to do this.  seven miles from JerusaleméThey were
. talking about everything that had happened.
News That Jesus Has Risen from Death 19While they were discussing these things, Jesus
(Mt. 28:1-10; Mk. 16:1-8; Jn 20:1-10) himself came near and walked with thei(But
24‘\\//\/ery early Sunday morning, thehe two men were not allowed to recognize
omen came to the tomigrave) Jesus.}7Then Jesus said, “What are these
where Jesus’ body was laid. They brought thigings you are talking about while you walk?”
sweet-smelling spices they had prepaf.  The'two men stopped. Their faces looked
heavy stone had been put in the doorway \iery sad 18The one named Cleopas answered,
close the tombBut the women found that thesyou must be the only person in Jerusalem that
stone was rolled awajThey went in, but they does not know what has just happened there.”
did not find the Lord Jesus’ bod@ﬂ.’he women  19Jesus said to them, “What are you ta|king
did not understand this. While they werghout?”
wondering about it, two mefangels)in  The men said to him, “It's about Jesus, the
shining clothes stood beside thehThe one from Nazareth. To God and to all the people
women were very afraid; they bowed theffe was a great prophietle said and did many
heads down. The two men said to the womesbwerful things.20But our leaders and the
“Why are you looking for a living personieading priests gave him away to be judged and
here? This is a place for dead peoflElsus is killed. They nailed Jesus to a croééWe were
not here. He has risen from death! Do yaibping that Jesus would be the one to free Israel
remember what he said in Galile&/2sus said (the Jews)But then all this happened. And now
that the Son of Manmust be given to evilsomething else: It has been three days since
men, be killed on a cross, and rise from deaffesus was killeg 22out today some of our
on the third day.”8Then the womenwomen told us an amazing thing. Early this
remembered the things that Jesus said. morning the women went to the tonfbrave)
°The women left the tom(grave)and went where the body of Jesus was lai@But they did
to the eleven apostleand the other followers.not find his body there. They came and told us
The women told them everything thathat they had seen some angels in a visidhe
happened at the tomBThese women wereangels said that Jesus was ali#éSo some of
Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary, the mother gfir group went to the tomb, too. It was just like
James, and some other women. These woniig8 women said-the tomb was empty They
told the apostles everything that happeneghw the tomb, but they did not see hifesus)
11But the apostles did not believe what the 25Then Jesus said to the two men, “You are
women said. It sounded like crazy talkBut foolish and slow to realize what is true. You
Peter got up and ran to the tomb to see. Kigould believe everything the propHessid.
looked in, but he saw only the cloth that JesusThe prophets said that the Chfishust
body had been wrapped in. The cloth wasffer these things before he enters his glory.”
lying there alongJesus was goneReter went 27Then Jesus began to explain everything that
away to be alone, wondering what haglad been written about himself in the
happened. Scriptures. Jesus started with the books of

Sabbath day Saturday, a special day for Jews to rest amfophet A person that spoke for God.
honor God. vision(s) Something like dreams that God used to speak to people.
Son of Man A name Jesus used for himself. In Dan. 7:13-14, this jrophets People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books
the name for the Messiah, the one God chose to save his people. that are part of the Old Testament.
apostles Men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers for telli@brist The “ancinted one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.
his Good News to the world. Scriptures Holy Writings—the Old Testament.
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Moses and then he talked about what the40After Jesus told them this, he showed
prophets had said about him. them the holes iphis hands and feetiThe
28They came near the town of Emmaus afillowers were amazed and very, very happy
Jesus acted like he did not plan to stop thetesee that Jesus was alive. They still could not
29But they wanted him to stay. They beggdstlieve what they saw. Jesus said to them, “Do
him, “Stay with us. It is late; it is almostjou have any food here??They gave him a
night.” So he went in to stay with them. piece of cooked fisht3While the followers
30Jesus got ready to eat with them and toakatched, Jesus took the fish and ate it.
some bread. He gave thanks for the food and44Jesus said to them, “Remember when |
divided it. Then he gave it to themi!At that was with you before? | said that everything
time, the men were allowed to recognize Jeswsritten about me must happen—everything
But when they saw who he was, hevritten in the law of Moses, the books of the
disappearect?The two men said to each otherprophets, and the Psalms.”
“When Jesus talked to us on the road, it felt 4Then Jesus helped the followers
like a fire burning in us. It was exciting wherunderstand these Scriptufesritten ,about
he explained to us the true meaning of th@m,. 46Jesus said to them, “It is written that
Scriptures.” the Christ would be killed and rise from
33S0 the two men got up then and went baakeath on the third dayt’-48You saw these
to Jerusalem. In Jerusalem they found thkhings happen—you are witnesses. You must
followers of Jesus meeting together. The elevg and tell people that their sins can be
apostles and those people that were with therforgiven. Tell them that they must change
34said, “The Lord(Jesus)really has risen from their hearts and be sorry for their sins. If they
death! He showed himself to Sim@Reter)”  will do this, then God will forgive them. You
35Then the two men told the things that hadust start from Jerusalem and tell people
happened on the road. They talked about htivese things in my name. This Good Néws
they recognized Jesus when he divided thrust be told to all people in the world.
bread. 49Listen! My Father has promised you
something; | will send it to you. But you must
Jesus Appears to His Followers stay in Jerusalem until you have received that
(Mt. 28:16-20; Mk. 16:14-18; Jn 20:19-23; Ac. 1:6-8)  power from heaven.”
36While the two men were saying these
things, Jesus himself stood among the group of Jesus Goes Back to Heaven
followers. Jesus said to them, “Peace be with (Mk. 16:19-20; Ac. 1:9-11)
you.” SQesus led his followers out of Jerusalem
3TThis surprised the followers. They becanf@most to Bethany. Jesus raised his hands an
afraid. They thought they were seeing a ghobtessed his followers21While Jesus was
38But Jesus said, “Why are you troubled? WHylessing them, he was separated from them
do you doubt what you seé%.ook at my and carried into heave®?The followers
hands and my feet. It's really me! Touch m&orshiped him there. Then they went back to
You can see that | have a living body; a ghd8e city. They were very happ§They stayed
does not have a body like this.” at the templeall the time, praising God.

prophets People that spoke for God. Some of them wrote books
that are part of the Old Testament.
Christ The “anointed one” (Messiah) or chosen one of God.
Scriptures Holy Writings—the Old Testament. Good News The news that God has made a way for people to
apostles Men that Jesus chose to be his special helpers for telling have their sins forgiven and live with him forever.
his Good News to the world. temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.



