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1015

Daniel

Daniel Taken to Babylon SKing Nebuchadnezzar gave those young

Nebuchadnezzar was the king of Babyloimen a certain amount of food and wine every
1Nebuchadnezzar came to Jerusaleiday. That was the same kind of food that the
Nebuchadnezzar surrounded Jerusalem wking ate. The king wanted those young men
his army. This happened during the third ye‘from Israel to be trained for three years. Then
that Jehoiakim was king of Judai#Fhe Lord 2fter three years, tfheh ycln(l_mg rrf]en W?“ld
allowed Nebuchadnezzar to defeat Jehoiak PECOME servants of the king of Babylon.

king of Judah. Nebuchadnezzar took all of triiAmOf.‘gh”KA‘?Sﬁ yloung Amer] ‘r’]"eTrﬁ Daniel,
dishes and other things from God's templ:anahian, Mishaet, and Azarian. 'Nese young

Nebuchadnezzar carried those things men were from the family group of Judah.

. Then Ashpenaz gave those young men from
Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar put those things 5 Babylgnian r?ames Dar?/iel’sgnew name
the temple of his idol gods. :

3 . was Belteshazzar. Hananiah’s new name was
Then King Nebuchadnezzar gave Ashpen gnaqrach. Mishael’s new name was Meshach.

an order. (Ashpenaz was the most Importaang Azariah's new name was Abednego.
leader of all the eunuchs* that served the Kin¢ ~ spaniel did not want to eat the king's rich

The king told Ashpenaz to bring some of thfood and wine. Daniel did not want to make
Jewish men into his house. Nebuchadnez:pimself unclean* with that food and wine. So

wanted Jewish men from important familiEhe asked Ashpenaz for permission not to
and from the family of the king of IsraéKing  make himself unclean in this way.
Nebuchadnezzar wanted only healthy your 9God made Ashpenaz want to be good and
Jewish men. The king wanted young men thkind to Daniel.10But Ashpenaz said to
did not have any bruises or scars, or anythiDaniel, “| am afraid of my master, the king.
wrong with their bodies. The king wante(The king ordered me to give you this food and
handsome, smart young men. The king wantdrink. If you don't eat this food, then you will
young men that were able to learn thincbegin to look weak and sick. You will look
quickly and easily. The king wanted youniworse than other young men your age. The
men that were able to serve in his house. Tking will see this, and he will become angry
king told Ashpenaz to teach those young miat me. He might cut off my head! And it
from Israel the language and writings of thwould be your fault.” _
Chaldean people.* 11Then Daniel talked to their guard.
Ashpenaz had ordered the guard to watch
third year ... Judah  This is probably 608.c. Dame.l’ Ha.”a”'ah* MlShael‘: and AZ"?‘”ah-
eunuchs Men whose testicles have been removed. Rulers ofteJnZDaNEI said to the guard, Please give us
gave such men important positions. this test for ten days: Don't give us anything

Chaldean people An important family group in Babylon. The king [yt vegetables to eat and water to drink.
of Babylon was from this family group. The Chaldeans wer~
educated people—they studied science, history, languages,
astronomy. But they also believed they could do magic and lorunclean See Lev. 11-15 for the rules about clean and
at the stars to learn what would happen in the future. unclean things.
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13Then after ten days, compare us with tt  3Then the king said to those men, ‘I had a

other young men who eat the king's food. Sidream that bothers me. | want to know what

for yourself who looks healthier. Then yoithe dream means.”

judge for yourself how you want to treat us_ 4Then the Chaldeans* answered the king.

We are your servants.” They spoke in the Aramaic language.* They
1450 the guard agreed to test Daniesaid, “King, live forever! We are your

Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah for ten dayServants. Please tell us your dream, then we

15After ten days, Daniel and his friends lookeWill tell you what it means. .

healthier than all of the young men that ate t 1 €n I|<|ng Nebuchadnezzar said to those

king’s food. 1650 the guard continued to takMeM: “No! You must tell me the dream. And

away the king's special food and wine and then you must tell me what it means. If you

: : - o don’t do these things, then | will give an
glr\llde ngﬁéibles to Daniel, Hananian, Iv“s’h""'order for you to be cut into pieces. And | will

17God gave Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, arorder your houses to be destroyed until they

, . ” become piles of dust and ashéBut if you
Azariah the wisdom and ability to learn man, " e my dream and explain the meaning,

different kinds of writing and science. Dani€gnan | will give you gifts, rewards, and great
could also understand all kinds of visionsponer, So tell me about my dream and tell me
and dreams. what it means.”

18The king wanted all the young mento £ 7again the wise men said to the king,
trained for three years. At the end of that tim«please, sir, tell us about the dream, and we
Ashpenaz brought all of the young men fwill tell you what the dream means.”
King Nebuchadnezza#9The king talked to  8Then King Nebuchadnezzar answered, |
them. The king found that none of the yourknow that you are trying to get more time.
men were as good as Daniel, HananiaYou know that | meant what | sai@You
Mishael, and Azariah. So those four yourknow that you will be punished if you don’t
men became the king's servarf@very time tell me about my dream. So you have all
the king asked them about somethiragreed to lie to me. You are hoping for more
important, they showed much wisdom artime. You are hoping that I will forget what |
understanding. The king found they were téwant you to do. Now, tell me the dream. If
times better than all the magic men and wiyou can tell me the dream, then | will know
men in his kingdom2!So Daniel continued to that you can tell me what it really means!

be the king's servant until the first year thi ‘°The Chaldeans* answered the king. They
Cyrus was king.* said, “There is not a man on earth that can do

what the king is asking! No king has ever
Nebuchadnezzar's Dream asked the wise men or the men that do magic

During Nebuchadnezzar's second year " the Chaldeans to do something like this.

: Not even the greatest and most powerful king

botﬁgrgédhﬁimhagngorzgecgﬁg mngt ;2%%% (tjt:gaever asked his wise men to do something like
. N . _this. 11The king is asking something that is
'iFergs%alrlr?gnhﬁs\évcljs?nggeig ttor ig(kim;rg?j rt"hthqo hard to do. Only the gods could tell the
watched the stars. They did this to try 1k|ng his dream and what it means. But the

. . ods don't live with people.”

interpret dreams and to learn what will happ1g Peop

In th? future. The kmg wanted those men Chaldean(s) An important family group in Babylonia. Sometimes
tell him what he had dreamed. So they Cal'  this name means simply “People from Babylonia.”

in and stood in front of the king, Aramaic language This was the official language of the
Babylonian Empire. People from many countries also used this
language when they wrote official letters to people in other
vision(s) Something like a dream that God used to speak to peopl  countries. The text of Daniel from here to Daniel 7:28 is written
first year that Cyrus was king  This is probably 539-538.c. in Aramaic.
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12When the king heard that, he becam 23 God of my ancestors,*

very angry. So he gave an order for all tf | thank you and praise you!

wise men of Babylon to be killed3King You gave me wisdom and power.
Nebuchadnezzar's order was announced. / You told us the things we asked for!
the wise men were to be killed. The king’ You told us about the king's dream.”
men were sent to look for Daniel and hi

friends to kill them. Daniel Tells What the Dream Means

14Arioch was the commander of the king: 24Then Daniel went to Arioch. King
guards. He was going to kill the wise men (Nebuchadnezzar had chosen Arioch to kill the
Babylon. But Daniel talked to him. Danie wise men of Babylon. Daniel said to Arioch,
spoke to Arioch in a wise and polite way“Don't kill the wise men of Babylon. Take me
1Daniel said to Arioch, “Why did the king to the king. | will tell him about his dream and
order such a severe punishment?” what it means.”

Then Arioch explained the whole story 255o very quickly, Arioch took Daniel to
about the king's dreams, and Dani€the king. Arioch said to the king, “I have
understood16When Daniel heard the story found a man among the captives* from Judah.
he went to King Nebuchadnezzar. DanitHe can tell the king what his dream means.”
asked the king to give him some more tim 26The king asked Daniel (Belteshazzar) a
Then he would tell the king about the dreaiguestion. He said to Daniel, “Are you able to
and what it meant. _ tell me about my dream, and what it means?”

17So Daniel went to his house. He 2mDanjel answered, “King Nebuchadnezzar,
explained the whole story to his friendng wise man, no man that does magic tricks,
Hananiah, Mishael, and AzariakDaniel and no Chaldean could tell the king the secret
asked his friends to pray to the God Cthings he has asked abo@8But there is a
heaven. Daniel asked them to pray that GiGod in heaven who tells secret things. God
would be kind to them and help thengaye King Nebuchadnezzar dreams to show
understand this secret. Then Daniel and thim what will happen at a later time. This was
friends would not be killed with the othe|your dream, and these are the things you saw
wise men of Babylon. . while lying on your bed29%ing, you were

t9During the night, God explained theying there on your bed. And you began

secret to Daniel in a vision.” Then Daniethinking about things that will happen in the
praised the God of heaveiDaniel said: future. God can tell people about secret

“Praise God's name for ever and ever!  things—and he showed you what will happen
Power and wisdom belong to him! 1N the future.30God also told this secret to

2 He changes the times and seasons. ~ Me! Why? It is not because | have greater

And he changes the kings. wisdom than other men. No, God told me
He gives power to kings, about this secret so that you, king, may know
and he takes their power away! what it means. In that way, you will
He gives wisdom to people understand what went through your mind.

s0 they become wise, 3TKing, in your dream you saw a large
He lets people leam things statue* in front of you. The statue was very
and become wise. large and it was shiny and very impressive. It
22 He knows hidden secrets would make a person’s eyes wide from
that are hard to understand.
Light lives with him, ancestors Literally, “fathers, “meaning a person's parents,
so he knows what is in the dark grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
and secret p|aces! captives People taken away like prisoners. Here this means the

Jewish people that were taken to Babylon.
statue An image, made to look like a person or an animal. Statues
vision Something like a dream that God used to speak to people.  are made from stone, metal, or wood.
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amazement32The head of the statue wakingdom. It will have some of the strength of
made from pure gold. The chest and the ariiron in it because you saw the iron mixed with
of the statue were made from silver. The belclay. 42The toes of the statue were partly iron
and upper part of the legs of the statue weand partly clay. So the fourth kingdom will be
made from bronze¥3The lower part of the partly strong like iron, and partly weak like

legs of the statue were made from iron. Tl¢jay. 43you saw the iron mixed with clay. But

feet of the statue were made partly of iron ajjron and clay don't mix completely together.
partly of clay.3*While you were looking at | the same way, the people of the fourth

the statue, you saw a rock. The rock was (xinadom will mixture. Th e wil
loose—but a person did not cut the rock. Th'notgt()jg unite dt;es %ne pgo%Ie. 0S€ people

the rock,went through the air andit the 4During the time of the kingsof the

statue on its feet of iron and clay. The roc - -
-~ fourth kingdom, the God of heaven will set
smashed the feet of the statdfdhen the iron, up another kingdom. This kingdom will

the clay, the bronze, the silver, and gold bro : ' . |
to pieces all at the same time. And all tho.continue forever! It will never be destroyed!
pieces became like chaff* on a threshinAnd it will be the kind of kingdom that can't

floor* in the summertime. The wind blewD€ passed on to another group of people. This
those pieces away, and there was nothing Ikingdom will crush all those other kingdoms.
No one could tell that a statue had ever belt Will bring those kingdoms to an end. But
there. Then the rock that hit the statue becathat kingdom itself will continue forever.
a very large mountain and filled up the who 4%'King Nebuchadnezzar, you saw a rock
earth. cut from a mountain—but no person cut that
36‘That was your dream. Now we will tellrock! The rock broke the iron, the bronze, the
the king what it means$’King, you are the clay, the silver, and the gold to pieces. In this
most important king. The God of heaven hiway, God showed you what will happen in the
given you a kingdom, power, strength, arfuture. The dream is true and you can trust
glory. 38God has given you control and you rulthis interpretation.”
over people and over the wild animals and o\ 46Then King Nebuchadnezzar bowed down
the birds. Wherever they live, God has main front of Daniel. The king praised Daniel.
you ruler over them all. King NebuchadnezzeThe king gave an order that an offering and
you are that head of gold on the statue.* jncense be given to honor DaniéfThen the
3%Another kingdom will come after you—\inq said to Daniel, “I know for sure your

that is the silver partBut that kingdom will o4 is the most important and powerful God.
not be as great as your kingdom. 12Kl @ an e s the Lord of all the kings. He tels
g = people about things they can’t know. | know

bronze part40Then there will be a fourthl : ™
kingdom. That kingdom will be strong Iiketh's is true because”you were able to tell these
secret things to me.

iron. Iron breaks and smashes things to piec>" ; .
In the same way, that fourth kingdom wil_*éThen the king gave Daniel a very
smash and break all the other kingdoms. ~ Important job in his kingdom. And the king
4You saw that the feet and toes of thgave many expensive gifts to Daniel.
statue* were parﬂy C|ay and part|y iron. ThENebUChadnezzar made Daniel ruler over the

means the fourth kingdom will be a divide Whole province of Babylon. And he put
Daniel in charge of all the wise men of
49 i i

chaff The seed coverings and stems separated from the seedgﬁbylon' Daniel asked the kll’lg tQ make
plants like wheat or barley. Farmers saved the seeds but let 1adrach, Meshach, and Abednego important

wind blow the useless chaff away. officials over the province of Babylon. And

threshing floor A place where grain is beaten or walked on tgha king did as Daniel asked. And Daniel
remove the huls from the oran himself became one of the important people

statue An image, made to look like a person or an animal. Statu A
are made from stone, metal, or wood. that stayed near the king.
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The Idol of Gold and the Hot Furnace command. You said that everyone that hears the

3King Nebuchadnezzar had a gold idcsound of the horns, flutes, lyres,* sambucas,*
made. That idol was 60 cubits* high aniharps, bagpipes,* and all the other musical
6 cubits* wide. Then he set the idol up on thinstruments must bow down and worship the
plain of Dura in the province of Babylon gold idol. 11And you also said that if any person
2Then the king called the satraps,* th does not bow down and worship the gold idol,
prefects,* governors, advisers, treasurerthen that person will be thrown into a very hot
judges, rulers, and all the other officials in h furnace12There are some Jews that did not pay
kingdom to come together. The king wanteattention to your order, king. You made those
all those men to come to the dedicatioJews important officials in the province of
ceremony for the idol. Babylon. Their names are Shadrach, Meshach,
350 all those men came and stood in front and Abednego. They don't worship your gods.
the idol that King Nebuchadnezzar had set tAnd they didn't bow down and worship the gold
4Then the man that makes the announcemeidol you set up.”
for the king spoke in a loud voice. He said, “Al  13Nebuchadnezzar became very angry. He
you people from many nations and languaccalled Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. So
groups, listen to me. This is what you are those men were brought to the kirigAnd
commanded to ddFYou must bow down as Nebuchadnezzar said to those men, “Shadrach.
soon as you hear the sound of all the musicMeshach, and Abednego, is it true that you
instruments. When you hear the horns, flutedon’t worship my gods? And is it true that you
lyres,* sambucas,* harps, bagpipes,* and all didn’t bow down and worship the gold idol |
the other musical instruments, you must worsrhave set up®Now, when you hear the sound
the gold idol. King Nebuchadnezzar has set ttof the horns, flutes, lyres,* sambucas,* harps,
idol up. 6if any person does not bow down anbagpipes,* and all the other musical
worship this gold idol, then that person will binstruments, you must bow down and worship
quickly thrown into a very hot furnace. the gold idol. If you are ready to worship the
7S0, as soon as they heard the sound of idol | have made, that will be good. But if you
horns, flutes, lyres,* sambucas,* bagpipes don’t worship it, you will be thrown very
and all of the other musical instruments, thequickly into the hot furnace. Then no god will
bowed down and worshiped the gold idol. Abe able to save you from my power!”
the peoples, nations, and men of every kind  18Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
language there worshiped the gold idol thanswered the king, “Nebuchadnezzar, we
King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. don't need to explain these things to yauf
8Then, some of the Chaldean* men came Lyou throw us into the hot furnace, then the
to the king. Those men began speaking agaitGod we serve can save us. And if he wants to,
the Jews9They said to King Nebuchadnezzarhe can save us from your pow&iBut even if
“King, may you live foreveriing, you gave a God does not save us, we want you to know,
king, that we refuse to serve your gods. We

60 cubits 88’6 15/16" (27m) using the short cubit. wont WOfShIp the g0|d idol you have set up.

6 cubits 8" 10 1/4” (2.7m) using the short cubit. 19Then Nebuchadnezzar was Very angry!
satraps Persian officials that were governors of a province. He looked very mean at Shadrach, Meshach,
prefects  Important officias. and Abednego. He gave an order for the oven

lyres A musical instrument like a harp. The name in Hebrew comegy he heated seven times hotter that it usuaIIy

from some other language, possibly the Greek word “kitharis.” 20
sambuca(s) A musical instrument. It might be a seven slringedwas' Then Nebuchadnezzar commanded

instrument like a harp. The name in Hebrew comes from son§0me of the strongest soldiers in his army to

other language, possibly Greek. tie up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.
bagpipes A musical instrument with a bag and several horns oThe king told the soldiers to throw Shadrach,

pipeg. The name in Hebrew comes from some other Ianguaqg/leshach, and Abednego into the hot furnace.

possily the Greek vord symphony. oo 2150 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
Chaldean(s) An important family group in Babylonia. Sometimes J J

this name means simply “People from Babylonia.” were tied up and thrown into the hot furnace.
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They were wearing their robes, pants, hats, éAbednego more important jobs in the
other clothes?2The king was very angry wherprovince of Babylon.

he gave the command, so they quickly ma
the furnace very hot! The fire was so hot th
the flames killed the strong soldiers! They we / King Nebuchadnezzar sent this letter to

killed when they went close to the fire an“Tthe many nations and people that speak
threw in Shadrach, Meshach, and Abedne¢other languages and live all around the world.

Nebuchadnezzar's Dream about a Tree

23Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego fell in
the fire. They were tied up very tightly.

24Then King Nebuchadnezzar jumped to h
feet. He was very surprised and he asked
advisers, “We tied only three men and we thre
only three men into the fire! Is that right?”

His advisers said, “Yes, king.”

25The king said, “Look! | see four mer
walking around in the fire. They are not tie
up and they are not burned. The fourth m
looks like an angel!*

26Then Nebuchadnezzar went to the openil
of the hot furnace. He shouted, “Shadrac
Meshach, and Abednego, come out! Servar
of the Most High God, come here!”

So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abedne
came out of the fire2"When they came out,
the satraps*, prefects*, governors, and roy
advisers crowded around them. They cou
see that the fire had not burned Shadrac
Meshach, and Abednego. Their bodies we
not burned at all. Their hair was not burne
their robes were not burned, and they didr
even smell like they had been near fire.

28Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise tl
God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abedne
Their God has sent his angel and saved
servants from the fire! These three men trusl
their God. They refused to obey my commat
and were willing to die instead of serving ¢
worshiping any other god3So, | now make
this law: The people of any nation or of an
language that says anything against the Goc
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego will be
to pieces. And that person’s house will k
destroyed until it is a pile of dirt and ashes. M
other god can save his people like this
30Then the king gave Shadrach, Meshach, ¢

Greetings:

2l am very happy to tell you about the
miracles and wonderful things that the
Most High God did for me.

3 God has done amazing miracles!
God has done powerful miracles!
God's kingdom continues forever;
God's rule will continue for
all generations.

4], Nebuchadnezzar, was at my
palace.* | was happy and successfill.
had a dream that made me afraid. | was
lying on my bed, and | saw pictures and
visions* in my mind. Those things made
me very afraid8So | gave an order that
all the wise men of Babylon be brought to
me. Why? So they could tell me what my
dream meant’When the men of magic,
and the Chaldeans* came, | told them
about the dream. But those men could not
tell me what it meantFinally, Daniel
came to me. (I gave Daniel the name,
Belteshazzar, to honor my god. The spirit
of the holy gods is in him.) | told Daniel
about my drean?) said,

Belteshazzar, you are the most
important of all the men of magic. |
know that the spirit of the holy gods is in
you. | know there is no secret that is too
hard for you to understand. This was
what | dreamed. Tell me what it means.
10These are the visions* | saw while |
was lying in my bed: | looked, and there
in front of me was a tree standing in the
middle of the earth. The tree was very
tall. 11The tree grew large and strong.

palace A large house for the king and his family.

vision(s) Something like a dream that God used to speak to people.

Chaldean(s) An important family group in Babylonia. Sometimes
this name means simply “People from Babylonia.”

angel Literally, “son of the god.”
satraps Persian officials that were governors of a province.
prefects Important officials.
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The top of the tree touched the sky.* It things he was thinking bothered him. So the
could be seen from anywhere on earth. king said, “Belteshazza{Daniel), don't let
12The leaves of the tree were beautiful. It the dream or its meaning make you afraid.”

had much good fruit on it. And on the ,

Then BelteshazzaDaniel) answered the
tTrﬁe V\\ll\il%s E]!fnmﬁ/ ?f Lododhfc;tr ;evre;ay?r;ﬁ. king, “My lord, | wish the dream were about
t € A dath %’Sd Ollj. ds'e'te tl)J eh € your enémies. And | wish the meaning of the
Eree. nd ? tlr fS Iveth |r;|s fanches. dream were about those against Y23 ou

v1e3:y anmlwa l"(".e romh € rehe;. 1 he SAW atree in your dream. The tree grew large
" \ivash'lool Ing at those things '”ht € and strong. Its top touched the sky. It could be
vision* while lying on my bed. And then — seen from all over the earth. Its leaves were
| saw a holy angel coming down ffom - peayiyl, and it had plenty of fruit. The frui
heaven1%He spoke very loud. He said, gave plenty of food for everyone. It was a
Cut down the tree, and cut off its pome for the wild animals, and its branches
branches. Strip off its leaves. Scatter its yere nesting places for the birds. That is the
fruit arounq. The animals that are under tree you saw?2King, you are that tree! You
the tree will run away. The b'més that - have become great and powerful. You are like
were in its branches will fly awa$®But  the tall tree that touched the sky—and your
let thg SF}utmpbang r?qts sta()j/ l')” the power reaches to the far parts of the earth.
ground. Fut a bana ot Iron an ronze 23Kin , You saw a holy angel comin
around it. The stump and roots will stay down fr(?myheaven. He sgid, ‘%ut the trge
in the field with the grass all around it. It down and destroy it. Put a band of iron and
will live among the wild animals and  bronze around the stump and leave the stump
plants in the fields. It will become wet and its roots in the ground. Leave it in the
with dew.* 16He will not think like a  grass in the field. It will become wet with
man any longer. He will have the mind dew.* He will live like a wild animal. Seven
of an animal. Seven seasdygars)will seasongyears)will pass while he is like this.’
pass while he is like this.’ 24#King, this is the meaning of the dream.
17A holy angel announced this God Most High has commanded these things to
punishment. Why? So all the people on happen to my lord the king:25King
earth may know that God Most High Nebuchadnezzar, you will be forced to go away
rules over the kingdoms of men. God from people. You will live among the wild
gives those kingdoms to anyone he animals. You will eat grass like cattle. And you
wants to. And God chooses humble will become wet with dew.* Seven seasons
people to rule those kingdoms! l(years)w\pl pas$ii i’:lnd théndy?\x Wtilll_:eagn t?is
18That is what I, King Nebuchadnezzar, 1€Sson. You will learn God Most High rules
dreamed. Now, Belteshazz@aniel), tell ~ Over tfll_e klggdontws of men. r<*r1d G?d Most High
me what it means. None of the wise men 9IVES KINgUoOMS 10 anyone he wants.
in my kingdom can interpret that dream  28The command to leave the stump of the
for me. But Belteshazzar, you can tree and its roots in the ground means this:
interpret the dream because the spirit of Your kingdom will be given back to you. This
the holy gods is in you. will happen when you learn that Most High
o7 o (al tesh (God) rules your kingdom?7So, king, please
en Daniel (also named Belteshazzaaccept my advice. | advise you to stop sinning
became very quiet for about an hour. Ttand do what is right. Stop doing bad things.
And be kind to poor people. Then you might

middle of the earth ... sky The Babylonian people thought the continue to be successful.

earth was flat and round like a plate or a wheel. And they thought 2g ; ;
the sky was like a glass bowl turned upside down on the earth. All those thi ngs happe ned to Ki ng

vision - Something like a dream that God used to speak to people. Nebuchadnezza?9—30rwelve months aﬁe': the
dew Drops of water that collect on the ground during the night.  dream, King Nebuchadnezzar was walking on
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the roof* of his palace* in Babylon. While on  Nebuchadnezzar, give praise, honor, and
the roof, the king said, “Look at Babylon! I glory to the King of Heaven. Everything
built this great city. It is my palace! | built this  he does is right. He is always fair. And
great place by my power. | built this place tc he is able to make proud people humble!
show how great | am!”

31The words were still in his mouth when The Writing on the Wall
voice came from heaven. The voice sai [TKing Belshazzar gave a big party for 1,000
“King Nebuchadnezzar, these things wiJof his officials. The king was drinking wine
happen to you: Your power as king has bewith them.2As Belshazzar was drinking his
taken away from yout2You will be forced to wine, he ordered his servants to bring the gold
go away from people. You will live with theand silver cups. These were the cups that his
wild animals. You will eat grass like a cowgrangfather* Nebuchadnezzar had taken from
Seven seasongears)will pass before you the temple* in Jerusalem. King Belshazzar
learn your lesson. Then you will learn theyanteq his royal people, his wives and his
God Most High rules over the kingdoms ¢yomen slaves* to drink from those cugso
men. And that God Most High givese, hrought the gold cups that had been taken
klrgg#(r)]ms o ﬁnyonehhe wantsd immediate O™ the temple of God in Jerusalem. And the
Nebuchozf d%éz;g??/v a??c?rggg tOImOmSWEIJIat?rf king and his officials, his wives, and his_ women

conle. He beaan eating arass I?ke 3 ng slaves drank from therAs they were drinking
Eecgmé wet f?om d ew% gis hair grew |O‘n'they were giving praise to their idol gods. They

' gave praise to those gods—and those gods were

like the feathers of an eagle. And his nai | :
grew long like the claws of a bird. only statues made from gold, silver, bronze,

34Then at the end of that time, |Ion wood, and stone.

Nebuchadnezzar, looked up toward heave °TN€n all of a sudden, a man’s hand
And | was in my right mind again. Then appeared and began writing on the wall. The

gave praise to God Most High. | gave honfingers scratched words into the plaster on the

king’s house near the lampstand. The king
God rules forever! was watching the hand as it wrote.
His kingdom continues for 6King Belshazzar was very afraid. His face
= all generations. , became white from fear and his knees were
People on earth are not truly important. - shaking and knocking together. He could not
God does what he wants stand up because his legs were too we&Hle
with the powers of heaven king called for the men of magic and

and the people on earth. Chaldeans* to be brought to him. He said to

mg 322 222 Sto&??ﬂﬂﬁ‘g’?ﬁ' zal?g!doesl these wise men, “I will give a reward to any

quest ng " man that can read this writing and explain to

3630, at that time, God gave me my me what it means. | will give purple clothes*

right mind again. And he gave back my to that man. I will put a gold chain around his
great honor and power as king. My

advisers an.d the I’an| peOple began 0 grandfather Or, “father.” We are not sure if Belshazzar was really
ask my advice again. | became the King ™ Nebuchadnezzar's grandson. Here the word “father” might only
again. And | became even greater and  mean, ‘the previous king.”

more powerful than befor8’Now | temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.
' women slaves Or, “concubine, “a slave woman like a wife to her

master.
roof In ancient Israel, houses had flat roofs that were used like Chaldean(s) An important family group in Babylonia. Sometimes
extra room. this name means simply “People from Babylonia.”
palace A large house for the king and his family. purple clothes These clothes showed that a person was rich and
dew Drops of water that collect on the ground during the night. powerful, like a king.
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neck, and | will make him the third higheswall and explain to me what it means, this is
ruler in the kingdom.” what | will do for you: I will give you purple
8So all the king’s wise men came in. Buclothes* and | will put a gold chain around
they could not read the writing. They couliyour neck. Then you will become the third
not understand what it mean®King highest ruler in the kingdom.”
Belshazzar's officials were confused. And tt 17Then Daniel answered the king. Daniel
king became even more afraid and worrie said, “King Belshazzar, you can keep your
His face was white from fear. gifts for yourself. Or you can give those
10Then the king's mother came into thirewards to someone else. But | will still read
place where the party was. She had heard the writing on the wall for you. And | will
voices of the king and his royal officials. Shexplain to you what it means.
said, “King, may you live forever! Don't be 18King, God Most High made your
afraid! Don't let your face be so white witrgrandfather* Nebuchadnezzar a very great and
fear! 11There is a man in your kingdom thapowerful king. God made him very important.
has the spirit of the holy gods in him. In th19People from many nations and people that
days of your father this man showed that tspoke many languages were very afraid of
could understand secrets. He showed that Nebuchadnezzar. Why? Because the God
was very smart and very wise. He showed ttMost High made him a very important king. If
he was like the gods in these things. YoiNebuchadnezzar wanted a person to die, then
grandfather,* King Nebuchadnezzar, put thihe killed that person. And if he wanted a
man in charge of all the wise men. He ruleperson to live, then that person was allowed to
over all the men of magic, and the Chaldeanjive. If he wanted to make people important,
12The man | am talking about is named Daniéthen he made those people important. And if
The king gave him the name Belteshazzehe wanted to make people not important, then
Belteshazzar (Daniel) is very smart and the made them not important.
knows many things. He could interpret dream  20But Nebuchadnezzar became proud and
explain secrets, and answer very haistubborn. So his power was taken away from
problems. Call for Daniel. He will tell you him. He was taken off his royal throne and
what the writing on the wall means.” stripped of his glory2iThen Nebuchadnezzar
/1350 they brought Daniel to the king. Thiwas forced to go away from people. His mind
king said to Daniel, “Is your name Danielhecame like the mind of an animal. He lived
one of the captives my father the king broug with the wild donkeys and ate grass like a
here from Judah have heard that the spiritcow. He became wet with dew.* These things
of the gods is in you. And | have heard thinappened to him until he learned his lesson.
you understand secrets, and are very SmThen he learned that God Most High rules
and very wise1SThe wise men and the merqyer the kingdoms of men. And God Most
of magic were brought to me to read thibjgh sets anyone he wants over kingdoms.
writing on the wall. | \_Nant(_a(_i those men tc 22gt Belshazzar, you already knew these
explain to me what this writing means. Buthings! You are Nebuchadnezzar's grandson.*
they could not explain this writing on the walgyt still you have not made yourself humble.
to me.16l have heard abOl_Jt you. | h_ave healzsNo, you did not become humble. Instead,
that you are able to explain what things meayoy have turned against the Lord of heaven.

and that you can find the answer to very hayoy ordered the drinking cups from the
problems. If you can read this writing on th

purple clothes These clothes showed that a person was rich and
grandfather  Or, “father.” We are not sure if Belshazzar was really  powerful, like a king.
Nebuchadnezzar's grandson. Here the word “father” might ondew Drops of water that collect on the ground during the night.
mean, “the man who was king before.” grandson Or, “son.” This does not necessarily mean they were
Chaldean(s) An important family group in Babylonia. Sometimes  from the same family. It might only mean that Belshazzar was
this name means simply “People from Babylonia.” one of the kings of Bahylon after Nebuchadnezzar was king.
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Lord’s temple to be brought to you. Then ycrule over those 120 satraps. Daniel was one of
and your royal officials, your wives, and yotthese three supervisors. The king set up these
women servants* drank wine from those cugmen so that no one would cheat him and he
You gave praise to the gods of silver and gowould not lose anything in his kingdom.
of bronze, iron, wood, and stone. Those g3Daniel showed himself to be better than the
not really gods, they can't see, or hear, other supervisors. Daniel did this by his good
understand anything. But you did not givcharacter and great abilities. The king was so
honor to the God who has the power over ycimpressed with Daniel that he planned to
life and everything you d@4So, because of make Daniel ruler over the whole kingdom.
that, God sent the hand that wrote on the wi4But when the other supervisors and the
25These are the words that were written on tsatraps heard about this, they were very
wall: jealous. They tried to find reasons to accuse
MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPARSIN, Daniel. So they watched the things Daniel did
26This is what these words mean: as he went about doing the business of the
MENE* government. But they could not find anything
God has counted the days wrong with Daniel. So they could not accuse
until your kingdom will end. him of doing anything wrong. Daniel was a
21 TekeL* man people could trust. He did not cheat the

You have been weighed on the scales, ki”59 and he worked very hard.
and found not good enough. Finally those men said, “We will never

28 UpARSIN* find any reason to accuse Daniel of doing
Your kingdom is being taken from you SOMething wrong. So we must find something
It will be divided among to complain about that is connected to the law

the Medes and Persians.” of his God.

~ 6So those two supervisors and the satraps*
29Then Belshazzar gave an order for Daniwent as a group to the king. They said: “King
to be dressed in purple clothes.* A gold chaparius, live forever!7The supervisors,
was put around his neck, and he Wiprefects,* satraps*, advisers, and governors
a_nnounced to be the third hl_gheS'[ ruler in t|have all agreed on Something. We think that
kingdom.30That very same night, Belshazzathe king should make this law. Everyone must
king of the Babylonian people, was killédA  ohey this law. This is the law: If anyone prays
man named Darius the Mede became the nto any god or man, except to you, king’ for the
king. Darius was about 62 years old. next 30 days, then that person will be thrown
Daniel and the Li into the lions’ den(cage) 8Now, king, make
. panietandietions . the law and sign the paper it is written on. In
Darius thought it would be a good idea tipjg way, the law can't be changed. Why?
choose 120 satraps* to rule throughout igecayse the laws of the Medes and Persians
of his kingdom.2And he chose three men t(.3't be canceled or changed3o King
Darius made the law and signed it.
woman servant Or, “concubine, “a slave woman who was like a 10D gniel always prayed to God three times

wife to a man. ; :
MeNe A weight, like the Hebrew word “mina.” This is like the every day' Three times every day’ Daniel gOt

word “to count.” down on his knees and prayed and praised
TekeL A weight, lie the Hebrew word “shekel.” This word is like God. When Daniel heard about the new law
the word meaning ‘to weigh. he went to his house. Daniel went up to his

UparsiN  Literally, “peres.” A weight. This word is like the word : :
meaning “to divide, “to split.” It is also like the name of the[00M ON the roof of his house. Daniel went to

country Persia. the windows that opened toward Jerusalem.

purple clothes These clothes showed that a person was rich a
powerful, like a king.
satraps Persian officials that were governors of a province. prefects Important officials.
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Then Daniel got down on his knees an 19The next morning, King Darius got up
prayed, like he always did. just as it was getting light. He ran to the lions’
1IThen those men went as a group arden (cage) 20The king was very worried.
found Daniel. They saw him praying aniWhen the king went to the lions’ den, he
asking God for help2So they went to the called to Daniel. The king said, “Daniel,
king. They talked to him about the law he heservant of the living God, has your God been
made. They said, “King Darius, you signed able to save you from the lions? You always

law that says, for the next 30 days anyone tfserve your God.”
prays to any god or man except you, the kin - 21paniel answered, “King, live forever!
would be thrown into the lions’ deftage) 22My God sent his angel to save me. The angel

You did sign that law, didn't you?” closed the lions' mouths. The lions have not
The king answered, “Yes, | signed that lav, ;1t me because my God knows | am
And the laws of the Medes and Persians caynocent. | never did anything wrong to you,

be canceled or changed.” king.”

t3Then tgoDse lmle.n said to the ki”g’tt“T?E 2%King Darius was very happy. He told his
Man hamed Daniel IS not paying any altenti(g, -\ o nvq 14 jift Daniel out of the lions’ den

to you. Daniel is one of the captives* fron ( : :
1 - , cage) And when Daniel was lifted out of the
Judah. And Daniel is not paying attention t den they did not find any injury on his body.

ggdl?ﬂeﬁoﬁmségn&%rf SQ;EI stil prays to hi Daniel was not hurt by the lions because he
trusted in his God.

14The king became very sad and upset wh ) .
he heard this. He decided to save Daniel. | 2‘Then the king gave a command to bring

save Daniel15Then those men went as :dén(cage) Those men and their wives and
group to the king. They said to him children were thrown into the lion’s den. The

“Remember, king, that the law of the Medelions grabbed them before they hit the floor of
and Persians says that no law or commathe lions” den. The lions ate their bodies and

signed by the king can ever be canceled then chewed on their bones.

changed.” 25Then King Darius wrote this letter to all
1650 King Darius gave the order. The'the people from other nations that spoke many

brought Daniel and threw him into the lionsdifferent languages all around the world:

den(cage) The king said to Daniel, I hope  Greetings.

the God you worship saves youl’A big 26| am making a new law. This law is

rock was brought and put over the opening  for people in every part of my kingdom.

the lions’ den. Then the king used his ring ar  All of you people must fear and respect

put his seal* on the rock. And he used tr the God of Daniel.

rings of his officials and put their seals on t

rock also. This showed that no one coul  Danief’s God is the living God.
move that rock and bring Daniel out of th (God lives forever!

lion's den(cage) 8Then King Darius went His kingdom will never be destroyed.
back to his house. He did not eat that nigt His rule will never end.

He did not want anyone to come and enterte 2" God helps and saves people.

him. The king could not sleep all night. God does amazing miracles

in heaven and on earth.

. . , God saved Daniel from the lions.”
captives People taken away like prisoners. Here this means the

Jewish people that were taken to Babylon. 2850 Daniel was successful during the time

seal(s) Small stones or rings with special shapes that could be us . : : :
like a rubber stamp. When pressed into wet clay or hot wax, th at Darius Wa_s kmg a”(,j du”ng the time that
yrus the Persian was king.

left a special mark that was like a signature.
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Daniel's Dream about Four Animals little horn. And the mouth was bragging. The

During the first year that Belshazzar welittle horn pulled out three of the other horns.
king of Babylon,* Daniel had a dream

Daniel saw these visions* while he was lyin Judgment of the Fourth Animal

on his bed. Daniel wrote what he had dream 9 “As | was looking,

about.2Daniel said: “I saw my vision at night. thrones were put in their places.

In the vision, the wind was blowing from al And the Ancient King*

four directions. Those winds made the si sat on his throne.

rough. 3| saw four big animals and each on His clothes were very white;

was different from the others. Those fot They were white like snow.

animals came up out of the sea. _ The hair on his head was white;
4The first animal looked like a lion, and i it was white like wool.

had wings like an eagle. | watched thi His throne was made from fire.

animal. Then its wings were torn off. It wa
lifted from the ground so that it stood up o
two feet like a man. And it was given the hez
(mind)of a man.

5‘And then | saw a second animal there i
front of me. This animal looked like a bear. |
was raised up on one of its sides, and it he ; ;
three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. It we _ infront of him. .
told, ‘Get up and eat all the meat you want!’ This was likg court was ready to begin,

6“After that, | looked, and there in front of and the books were opened.

me was another animal. This animal looke 13 kept on looking because the little horn

like a leopard.* And the leopard had fouwas bragal ) o
. ) \ . gging. | kept watching until finally the
z)vi'rf(‘jgs \m |tss t%?\(i:si,('amﬁa\llvhné;ds flgl?rkﬁg ;:jkse fourth animal was killed. Its body was destroyed
Was give ngaﬁthorit 0 rule " and it was thrown into the burning firé2The
g y ' | authority and rule of the other animals had been

7After that, in my vision* at night .
looked, and there in f?lont of me was g fourtaken from them. But they were permitted to
live for a certain period of time.

animal. This animal looked very mean ar T o :
terrible. It looked very strong. It had large iro, - N my vision at night | looked, and there
teeth. This animal crushed and ate up i front of me was a person that looked like a

victims.* And this animal walked on whateve human being.* He was coming on the clouds
was left of its victims. This fourth animal wan the sky. He came to the Ancient King,* and
different from all the animals | saw before iithey brought him before him.

This animal had ten horns. 1#The person that looked like a human

8| was thinking about those horns, anbeing was given authority, glory, and

then another horn grew up among those horcomplete ruling power. People from every
This horn was a little horn. There were eyation and every language will worship him.
on this little horn—the eyes looked like iHis rule will last forever. His kingdom will
person’s eyes. And there was a mouth on tlcontinue forever. It will never be destroyed.

And the wheels of his throne were
made from flames.
A river of fire was flowing
in front of the Ancient King.*
Millions of people were serving him.
Hundreds of millions of people stood

first year that Belshazzar was king of Babylon This is probably

5538.C. Ancient King Literally, “Ancient of Days.” This name for God
vision(s) Something like a dream that God used to speak to peopl  shows that God has been the great king for a long, long time.
leopard  An animal like a tiger, but with black spots. a person ... human being Or, “a person, a real human being.”

victims  People that have suffered some kind of hurt or trouble. Oft  Literally, “like a son of man.” This means he looked like a
this means people that were hurt or lost something during a crim  normal person, not an angel or an animal.
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The Interpretation of the Dream special king will say things against God Most
about the Fourth Animal High. And that king will hurt and kill God'’s
15|, Daniel, was confused and worried special people. That king will try to change
The visions* that went through my mincthe times and laws that have already been set
bothered melél came near one of those theGod's special people will be in that king's
was standing there. | asked him what all thpower for 31/, years.*
meant. So he told me. He explained to n  26“But the court will decide what should
what these things meadfHe said, ‘The four happen. And that king's power will be taken
great animals are four kingdoms. Those foiaway. His kingdom will end completely.
kingdoms will come from the eartd8But 27Then God's special people will rule the
God’s special people will receive thekingdom. And they will rule over all the people
kingdom. And they will have the kingdomfrom all the kingdoms of earth.* This kingdom
forever and ever.’ will last forever. And people from all the other
19Then | wanted to know what the fourttkingdoms will respect and serve them.’
animal was and what it meant. The fourt 28‘And that was the end of the dream. I,
animal was different from all the otheiDaniel, was very afraid. My face became very
animals. It was very terrible. It had iron teetwhite from fear. And | did not tell the other

and bronze claws. It was the animal thipeople about the things | saw and heard.”
crushed and completely ate up its victims. Ar

it walked on whatever was left of its victims Daniel’s Vision of a Ram and a Goat
20And | wanted to know about the ten horn
that were on the fourth animal’s head. And
wanted to know about the little horn that gre'

| Saw U n.
there. That little hom pulled out three of thtN€ chfhr V|$t|on.flg the*vglon, ! Sa‘t"(] that I't |
other ten homs. That little horn looked mean s 1N € City OF Susa.” susa was the capria

than the other horns. And that little hor¢ In the _prqvinc3e of Elam. | was standing
continued braggingg*As | was watching, this 2 the Ulai River:l looked up, and | saw a

little horn began attacking and making we"@m standing at the side of the Ulai River.
against God’s special people. And the hoiThe ram had two long horns. The horns were
was killing them22The little horn kept killing POth long, but one horn was longer than the
God's special people until the Ancient Kingvother horn. The long horn was farther back
came and ]udged him. The Ancient K|mthan the Other horrﬂl watched the ram run

announced a judgment on the little horn. Th|nt0 thlngS with its horns. | watched the ram

judgment helped God's special people. Arfun to the west and to the north and to the
they received the kingdom. south. No animal could stop the ram. And no

23'And he explained this to me: ‘The fourtrone could save the other animals. That ram
animal is a fourth kingdom that will come orcould do whatever it wanted to do. So the ram
the earth. It will be different from all the othe became very powerful.
kingdoms. That fourth kingdom will destroy °I thought about the ram.* While | was
people all around the world. It will walk onthinking, | saw a male goat come from the
and crush nations all around the wo#lhe
te-n horns a-re ten kings that wil Come fror31/2 years Literally, “time, times and half time.”
this fourth klngdo.m' After those ten klngs arGod‘s special peoplé aII'Ihe kingdoms of earth Literally, “The
g_one, another km_g will come. He will bE rule and kingdom and greatness of the kingdoms under heaven
different from the kings that ruled before him  will be given to the saints.”

He will defeat three of the other king’?§'.|' his During At this point, the book of Daniel is written in the Hebrew
language again. Daniel 2:7-7:28 was written in Aramaic, the
official language of the Babylonian Empire.

vision(s) Something like a dream that God used to speak to peopl third year that Belshazzar was king This is probably 55&.c.

Ancient King  Literally, “Ancient of Days.” This name for God Susa The capital city of Persia.

shows that God has been the great king for a long, long time.  ram(s) A male sheep.

During* the third year that Belshazzar was
king,* | saw this vision.* This was after
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west. This goat had one large horn that w 14The other holy one* said, “This will
easy to see. This goat ran so fast that its fhappen for 2,300 days. Then the holy place
hardly touched the ground. will be fixed.”

6That goat came to the ram* with the tw - _ ,
homs. This was the ram | had seen standing ~_ The Vision Is Explained to Daniel
the Ulai River. The goat was very angry. And 19, Daniel, saw this vision.* And | tried to
ran toward the ramvl watched the goat rununderstand what it meant. While | was
toward the ram. The goat was very angry. thinking about the vision, someone that looked

broke the ram’s two horns. The ram could nlike @ man suddenly stood in front of me.
stop the goat. The goat knocked the ram to 16Then | heard a man’S_VOICG. This V_OICe came
ground. Then the goat stepped all over the refrom above the Ulai River. The voice called
There was no one to save the ram from the gcout, “Gabriel, explain the vision to this man.
8S0 the goat became very powerful. Bi /S0 Gabriel, the angel that looked like a
when he was strong, his big horn broke. Thman, came to me. | was very afraid. | fell
four horns grew in place of the one big hor down to the ground. But Gabriel said to me,

homs pointed in four different directions, ~ ime of the end.” .
9Then a little horn grew from one of thos  While Gabriel was speaking, | fell to the

four hons. That little horn grew and becandround and went to sleep. It was a very deep
very big. It grew toward the southeast. It gresleep. Then Gabriel touched me and lifted me

toward the Beautiful LandioThat little horn (© MY feet.19Gabriel said, “Now, | will
became very big. It grew until it reached tr€Xplain the vision to you. | wil tell you what
sky. The litfle horn even threw some of thI! happen in the future. Your vision* was

: bout the end times.
stars to the ground. And it stepped all ov2 o0 :
those starsiThat little horn became very You S%W a ram with ftWO (?_orns. dThose_
strong. And then it tumed against the Ruler oS are the countries of Media and Persia.

- 21The goat is the king of Greece. The big horn
the StargGod). The little horn stopped the . . e L
daily sacrifices that were offered to the Rul'between s eyes is the first kingThat horn

: broke. And four horns grew in its place.
(God). The place where people worshiped tt :
Ruler was pulled downt2The little horn Those four horns are four kingdoms. Those

sinned and stopped the daily sacrifices. four kingdoms will come from the nation of

threw goodness down to the ground. The Iit1the first king. But those four nations will not

. . be as strong as the first king.
horn did these things and was very successf™ 23ayhen the end is near for those kingdoms
13Then | heard one of the holy onesy, '

kina. Then | heard her hol ere will be a very bold and cruel king. This
speaking. Then | heard another holy Ofying will be very tricky. This will happen when
answer the first one. The first holy one Saiiere have hecome many, many sinful people.
This vision® shows what will happen o thezarhis king will be very powerful—but his
destroys. It shows what will happen wheyi| cause terrible destruction. He will be
people destroy the place where the Ruler s, ccessful in everything he does. He will
worshiped. It shows what will happen whedestroy powerful people—even God's special
those pgople step all over that place. It shopggple.

what will happen when the people step & 25Thjs king will be very smart and tricky.
over those stars. But how long will thesHe will use his wisdom and lies to be
things happen?”

Man Literally, “son of man.” This was a Hebrew way of saying,
ram(s) A male sheep. ‘human being.”
holy one(s) Here this probably means an angel. but his power ... himself Some ancient translations don't have this
vision Something like a dream that God used to speak to people.  verse, so this may have been accidentally copied from verse 22.
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successful. He will think that he is veryto all of the people from IsragBut we did not
important. He will destroy many people listen to those prophes!
when they least expect it. He will try to figh 7Lord, you are good, and goodness belongs
even the Prince of Princd&od). But that to you! But shame belongs to us today. Shame
cruel king's power will be destroyed. And itbelongs to the people from Judah and
will not be a human hand that destroys him. Jerusalem. Shame belongs to all the people of
26‘The vision about those times, and thidsrael—to the people that are near, and to the
things | said, are true. But seal* the visionpeople that are far away. Lord, you scattered
Those things won't happen for a long, lontthose people among many nations. And the
time.” people of Israel in all those nations should be
27|, Daniel, became very weak. | was sicashamed. They should be ashamed of all the

for several days after that vision. Then | gcbad things they did against you, Lord.

up and went back to work for the king. But  &'Lord, we should all be ashamed. All of
was very upset about the vision. | did ncour kings and leaders should be ashamed. Our

understand what the vision meant. ancestors* should be ashamed. Why? Because
we sinned against you, Lord.
Daniel's Prayer 9“But Lord, you are kind. You forgive

These things happened during the fir:People for the bad things they do. And we
year that Darius was king. Darius was tr'€a/ly turned against yot%We have not
son of a man named Ahasuerus.* DariiCP€eyed the Lord our God. The Lord used his
belonged to the Median people. He becarServants, the prophets, and gave us laws—but

king over Babylon2During the first year that "W& Nave not obeyed his lawsNone of the
Darius was king, I, Daniel, was reading sonPEOPIE Of Israel obeyed your teachings. They
books. In the books, | saw that the Lord toldl Nave tumed away. They did not obey you.

- There are curses* and promises written in the
Jeremiah how many years would pass befc :
Jerusalem would be built again. The Lord saLaW of Moses. (Moses was God's servant)

70 years would pass Those curses and promises tell about the
3Then | turned to God, my Master. | praye punishment for not obeying the law—and all

to him and asked him for help. | did not eEthose things have happened to us. Those

any food, and I put on the clothes that showggi%;?ﬁg Egrnd(?d to us because we sinned

| was sad. And | put dirt on my heal. “12G0q saig those things would happen to
prayed to the Lord_my“God. | told him aboL ;5 and our |eaders_§nd he mafg them
all of my sins. | said: “Lord, you are a gregnappen, He made terible things happen to us.
and awesome God. You keep your agreemeNg other city suffered the way Jerusalem
of love and kindness with people that lovgyffered. 13All of those terrible things
you. You keep your agreement with th happened to us. This happened just like it is
people who obey your commands. written in the Law of Moses. But we still have

SBut Lord, we have sinned! We have donnot asked the Lord for help! We still have not
wrong. We have done bad things. We turn¢stopped sinning. We still do not pay attention
against you. We turned away from youto your truth, Lord.14The Lord kept the
commands and fair decisiom®Ve did not terrible things ready for us—and he made
listen to the prophets. They were your servanthose things happen to us. The Lord did this
The prophets spoke for you. They spoke to cbecause he is fair in everything he does. But
kings, our leaders, and our fathers. They spcwe still have not listened to him.

seal(s) Small stones or rings with special shapes that could be usancestors Literally, “fathers, “meaning a person's parents,
like a rubber stamp. When pressed into wet clay or hot wax, th  grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
left a special mark that was like a signature. curses Warnings about bad things that will happen to a person that
Ahasuerus Or, “Xerxes.” does not obey God.
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13Lord, our God, you used your power anc  24God has allowed 70 weeks* for your
brought us out of Egypt. We are your peoplipeople and your holy city, Daniel. The
You are famous because of that even tode70 weeks* are ordered for these reasons: to
Lord, we have sinned. We have done terribstop doing bad things, to stop sinning, to make
things.16Lord, stop being angry at Jerusalenpeople pure, to bring the goodness that
Jerusalem is on your holy mountain. You dcontinues forever, to put a seal* on visions*
the right things, so stop being angry &and prophets, and to dedicate a very holy place.
Jerusalem. People all around us insult us a 25 eamn these things, Daniel. Understand
make fun of your peoele.. This happens becaltnese things! From the time that the message
Wel;i“”d our ancestors* sinned against you. et out to go back and build Jerusalem again
Now, Lord, listen to my prayer. | amqei the fime for the chosen king* to come wil
yourds?[]yant. Lf|sten to mz plrayelr for ileITph D,be seven weeks.* Then Jerusalem will be built
gl?i?din g \llx?a%Sd e()sirg;eudr BatyM%sigre 'do thg again. There will again be places for people to
- : ’ ‘meet together in Jerusalem. And there will be a
good things for your own good®My God, ditch around the city to protect it. Jerusalem

i |
o Dle s et Frh s o e o il be built for 62 weeks.* But there wil be
-4 many troubles during that timé8After the

what has happened to the city that is called " . o
your name! | am not saying we are goc62 weeks,* the chosen person will be killed.

people. That is not why | am asking thecHe will be gone.* Then the people of the future
things. | am asking these things becauseader will destroy the city and the holy place.
know you are kindt9Lord, listen to me! Lord, That end will come like a flood. War will
forgive us! Lord, pay attention, and then dcontinue until the end. God has ordered that
something! Don't wait! Do something now place to be completely destroyed.

Do it for your own good! My God, do 27™Then the future ruler will make an
something now, for your city and your peoplagreement with many people. That agreement

that are called by your name.” will continue for one week.* The offerings
N and sacrifices will stop for a half of a week.*
The Vision about the 70 Weeks And a destroyer will come. He will do terrible,

20 was saying those things in my prayer {destructive things!* But God has ordered that

God. | was telllng about my Sins_and the Slldestroyer to be Comp|ete|y destroyed.”
of the people of Israel. | was praying for God

holy mountain2!While | was praying, the man Daniel's Vision by the Tigris River

Gabriel came to me. Gabriel was the persol 1 yrus was the King of Persia. During

saw in the vision.* Gabriel came flying o . :
quickly to me. He came at the time of th yrus' third year as king, Daniel leamed

evening sacrifice 22Gabriel helped me about these things. (Daniel's other name is

Gabriel said, “Daniel, | have come to give yohard to understand. But Daniel understood these

wisdom and to help you understad@When things. They were explained to him in a vision.*
you first started praying, the command we

given. And | Icame to t.e” you. God loves y.oweek(s) Or, “units of seven.” The Hebrew word could mean “week,
very much! You will understand this “or it could mean “period of seven years.”

command, and you will understand the VISIOI seal(s) Small stones or rings with special shapes that could be used
like a rubber stamp. When pressed into wet clay or hot wax, they
left a special mark that was like a signature.
ancestors Literally, “fathers, “meaning a person‘s parents chosen king Literally, “anointed person.”
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.  killed Literally, “cut off.”
Do good things for your holy place Literally, “Let your face shine He will be gone Or, “he will have nothing.”
on your holy place.” He will do ... things Or, “He will come on the wings of terrible
vision(s) Something like a dream that God used to speak to peopl  destruction.”
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2 Daniel says,“At that time, |, Daniel, was Persia.l14Now | have come to you Daniel, to
very sad for three week&uring those three explain to you what will happen to your
weeks, | didn’t eat any fancy food. | didn't eapeople in the future. The vision is about a
any meat. | didn’t drink any wine. | didn’t puttime in the future.’
any oil on my head. | didn't do any of thes 15*While the man was talking to me, |
things for three weeks. bowed low with my face toward the ground. |

40n the 24th day of the first month of thecould not speakl6Then the one that looked
year, | was standing beside the great Tigtlike a man touched my lips. | opened my
River. SWhile | was standing there, | lookecmouth and started to speak. | said to the one
up. And | saw a man standing in front of mestanding in front of me, ‘Sir, | am upset and
He was wearing linen* clothes. He wore afraid because of what | saw in the vision.* |
belt made of pure gold* around his waisifeel helplessi’Sir, | am Daniel your servant.
6His body was like a smooth, shiny stone. HHow can | talk with you? My strength is gone
face was bright like lightning! His eyes weriand it is hard for me to breathe.’
like flames of fire. His arms and feet weri  18‘The one that looked like a man touched
shiny like polished brass! His voice was loume again. When he touched me | felt better.
like a crowd of people! 19Then he said, ‘Daniel, don't be afraid. God

™|, Daniel, was the only person that saw thloves you very much. Peace be with you. Be
vision.* The men with me didn’t see thestrong now, be strong.’
vision, but they were still afraid. They were s “When he spoke to me, | became stronger.
afraid that they ran away and h#o | was left Then | said, ‘Sir, you have given me strength.
alone. | was watching this vision—and it madNow you can speak.’
me afraid. | lost my strength. My face turne 2%So then he said, ‘Daniel, do you know
white like a dead person’s face, and | wewhy | have come to you? Soon | must go back
helplessThen | heard the man in the visioito fight against the princéangel) of Persia.
talking. As | listened to his voice, | fell into éWhen | go, the princéangel) of Greece will
deep sleep. My face was flat on the ground. come.21But Daniel, before | go, | must first

10°Then a hand touched me. When thétell you what is written in the Book of Truth.
happened | got on my hands and knees. | wNo one stands with me against those evil
so afraid that | was shakingiThe man in the angels except Michael. Michael is the prince
vision* said to me, ‘Daniel, God loves yot(angel)ruling over your people.
very much. Think very carefully about thel During the first year that Darius the
words | will speak to you. Stand up, | hav Mede was king,* | stood up to support
been sent to you.” And when he said this,Michael* in his fight against the prince
stood up. | was still shaking because | we(angel)of Persia.
afraid. 12Then the man in the vision starter 2“Now then, Daniel, | tell you the truth:
talking again. He said, ‘Daniel, don’t bethree more kings will rule in Persia. Then a
afraid. From the very first day you decided tfourth king will come. That fourth king will
have wisdom and to be humble in front cbe much richer than all the other kings of
God. He has been listening to your prayers Persia before him. That fourth king will use
came to you because you have been prayihis riches to get power. And he will cause
13But the prince(angel) of Persia has been€veryone to be against the kingdom of
fighting against me and bothering me for 2Greece.3Then a very strong and powerful
days. Then Michael, one of the mosking will come. He will rule with much
important princegangels) came to help me Power. He will do anything he wantAfter

because | was stuck there with the king (that king has come, his kingdom will be
! 'broken up. His kingdom will be divided out

linen Thread or cloth made from the fibers of the flax plant.
pure gold Literally, “gold from Uphaz.” first year that Darius ... king  This is probably 528.c.
vision Something like a dream that God used to speak to people. Michael See Dan. 10:13.
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toward the four parts of the world. Hi¢ 14“In those times, many people will be
kingdom will not be divided among hicagainst the southern king. Some of your own
children or grandchildren. And his kingdonpeople that love to fight will rebel against the
will not have the power that he had. Whysouthern king. They will not win, but they
Because his kingdom will be pulled up anwill make the vision* come true when they do
given to other people. this. 15Then the northern king will come and
5“The southern king will become strongbuild ramps against the walls and capture a
But then one of his commanders will defeistrong city. The southern army will not have
the southern king. The commander will begthe power to fight back. Even the best soldiers
to rule. And he will be very powerful. from the southern army will not be strong
6“Then after a few years, the southern kinienough to stop the northern army.
and that commander will make an agreemer 16“The northern king will do whatever he
The daughter of the southern king will marrwants. No one will be able to stop him. He
the northern king. She will do this to brincwill gain power and control in the Beautiful
peace. But she and the southern king will ndand. And he will have the power to destroy it.
be strong enough. People will turn against h17The northern king will decide to use all of
and against the person that brought her to tthis power to fight against the southern king.
country. And those people will turn against heHe will make an agreement with the southern
child and against the person that helped her. king. The king of the north will let one of his
™But a person from her family will come daughters marry the southern king. The
to take the southern king's place. He winorthern king will do that so he can defeat the
attack the armies of the northern king. He wsouthern king, but those plans will not
go into that king’s strong fort. He will fight succeed. His plans will not help him.
and win.8He will take their idol gods. He will  18“Then the northern king will turn his
take their metal idols and their expensivattention to the countries along the coast of
things made from silver and gold. He will takthe Mediterranean Sea. He will defeat many
those things away to Egypt. Then he will nof those cities, but then a commander will put
bother the northern king for a few yeatShe an end to the pride and rebellion of that
northern king will attack the southerinorthern king. That commander will make
kingdom. But he will lose, and then he will githat northern king ashamed.
back to his own country. 19“After that happens, that northern king
10“The northern king's sons will prepare foiwill go back to the strong forts of his own
war. They will get a large army together. Thicountry. But he will be weak, and he will fall.
army will move through the land very quicklyHe will be finished.
like a powerful flood. That army will fight all 20“‘A new ruler will come after that
the way to the strong fort of the southern kinnorthern king. That ruler will send out a tax
11Then the southern king will become vercollector. That ruler will do this so he will
angry. He will march out to fight against thhave enough money to live in a very rich way.
northern king. The northern king will have But, in a few years, that ruler will be
large army, but he will lose the wa2The destroyed. But he will not die in a battle.
northern army will be defeated, and thos 21That ruler will be followed by a very
soldiers will be carried away. The southeicruel and hated man. That man will not have
king will be very proud, and he will kill the honor of being from a king’s family.* He
thousands of soldiers from the northern arrwill become a ruler by being tricky. He will
But he will not continue to be successtdlhe attack the kingdom when the people feel safe.
northern king will get another army. That arm22He will defeat large and powerful armies. He
will be larger than the first army. After sever:
years he will attack. That army will be VeI i something ke a dream that 10 speak to beosl
Iarge a;nd it will have many weapons. Th‘That man ... king‘s family Or, “ThGa(t)(:)g?seodn ?Nif?:)t P?aﬁ)lzofh:
army will be ready for war. good qualities a king should have.”
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will even defeat the Leader with thedaily sacrifice.* Then they will do something
Agreement.23Many nations will make really terrible. They will set up that terrible
agreements with that cruel and hated ruler. Ething that causes destruction.
he will lie and trick them. He will gain much 32“The northern king will use lies and
power. But only a few people will support himsmooth talking to trick the Jews that quit
24“When the richest countries feel safefollowing the holy agreement. Those Jews will
that cruel and hated ruler will attack them. Hsin even worse. But the Jews that know God and
will attack at just the right time and will beobey him will be strong. They will fight back!
successful where his fathers were nc 33Those wise teachers will help the other
SUCCG_SSfUL He will take things fr_om th(peop|e understand what is happening. But
countries he defeated, and he will give tho:even those wise peopjwill have to suffer
things to his followers. He will plan to defeapersecution.Some of those wise people will
and destroy strong cities. He will behe killed with swords. Some of them will be
successful, but only for a short time. _ burned, or taken prisoner. Some of them will
2%“That very cruel and hated ruler willhave their homes and things taken away.
have a very large army. He will use that arm3aawhen those wise people are punished they
to show his strength and courage and attayil| get a little help. But many people that
the southern king. The southern king will g¢join those wise people will be hypocrites.*
a very large and powerful army and go to w&3sspme of the wise people will stumbnd
But the people that are against him will makmake mistakes But the persecution must
secret plans. And the southern king will beome. Why? So that they can be made
defeated26People that were supposed o Lstronger, purer, and without faults until the

good friends of the southern king will try tCtime of the end. Then, at the right time, that
destroy him. His army will be defeated. Mantjme of the end will come.”

of his soldiers will be killed in battl@/Those
two kings will have their hearts set on hurtin The King Who Praises Himself
each other. They will sit at the same table al 3g“The northern king will do whatever he

lie to each other, but it will not do either onyyants. He will brag about himself. He will
any good. Why? Because God has set a tilpraise himself and think that he is even better
forztflew end to come. __than a god. He will say things that no one has
8The northern king will go back to his g6 heard of. He will say those things against
own country with much wealth. Then he wilihe Gog of gods. He will be successful unti
decide to do bad things against the ho 5 the 1ad things have happened. What God
agreement.* He will do the things he planne, ¢ planned to happen will happen.
and then he will go back to his own country. “saThat northern king will not care about

29°Al the right time, the northem king will o 04 his fathers worshiped. He will ot
attack the southern king again. But this ti o .."210 ¢ the idol gods women worship. He

he will not be successful like he was befor iy ot care about any god. Instead, he will
%%Ships from Cyprus will come and fighty aise himself, and make himself more

against the northern king. He will see thos; :
ships coming and be afraid. Then he will turImloortant than any godThe northern king

\ will not worship any god, but he will worship
h ; ,
e o ot "o, P and gt il e i g0
people that quit following the holy agreemenHIS at ehrs dlddntfove powerhl elde ges_l. He
31The northern king will send his army to d‘ggngassit/ee'gv?/elg grc]);veirﬁvswt goid and Silver,
terrible things to the temple in Jerusalen P J » and gits.
They will stop the people from offering the

sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually, it was a special animal that was
killed and burned on an altar.
holy agreement This probably means the Jewish people. hypocrites  Bad people that act like they are good.
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3%“That northern king will attack strong 4“But you, Daniel, keep this message a
fortresses* with the help of this foreign gocsecret. You must close the book. You must
He will give much honor to those foreigikeep this secret until the time of the end.
rulers that join him. He will put many peopliMany people will go here and there looking

under those rulers. He will make those rulesoy trye knowledge. And the true knowledge
pay him for the land they rule over. will increase.’

40“At the time of the end, the southert™ serpan'| “Daniel looked and | saw two

king will fight a battle against the northenOther people. One person was standing on my

king. The northern king will attack him. He. :
will attack with chariots and soldiers oiSide Of the river. And the other person was

horses and many large ships. The northeStanding on the other side of Ehe rivefhe
king will rush through the land like a floodMan who was dressed in linen* was standing
41The northern king will attack the Beautifuover the water in the river. One of the two
Land. Many countries will be defeated by ttpeople said to him, ‘How long will it be
northern king. But Edom, Moab, and thbefore these amazing things come true?’
leaders of Ammon will be saved from him 7The man dressed in linen* and standing
42The northern king will show his power irover the water lifted his right and left hands
many countries. Egypt will also learn hovtoward heaven. And | heard him make a
powerful he is#3He will get treasures of goldyromise using the name of God who lives
and silver and all the riches of Egypt. Thforever, He said, ‘It will be for three and one-

Libyan and Nubian people will obey him * :
44But that northern king will hear news frongglfgr%‘ﬁh Tgﬁdp(t);/]v grr] glfhﬁ] 222’ Pﬁi?]%lg Vv\\l/lilll

tr}e %ast é:md the rlllorth'ltlhat will makle hi'finally come true.’
afraid and angry. He will go to completel ' .
destroy manygn)z:\tionéﬁHegwill set ug his~ %1 heard the answer, but | really didn't
king's tents between the seas at the beautunderstand. So | asked, ‘Sir, what will happen
holy mountain.* But finally, that bad king will after all these things come true?”’ _
die. There will not be anyone to help hir 9‘He answered, ‘Go on about your life
when his end comes.” Daniel. The message is hidden. It will be a
1 “ The man in the vision sajdDaniel, at secret until the time of the endMany
that time, the great princéangel) people will be made pure—they will make
Michael will stand up. Michael is in charge cthemselves clean.* But evil people will
your people, the Jews. There will be a time continue to be evil. And those wicked people

hmuchbtrouble, thehworst time lsincehnati_orwi" not understand these things. But the wise
ave been on earth. But Daniel, at that tim e 516 will understand these things.

every one of your people whose name 15The dail P
. ) . , y sacrifice will be stopped. There
found written In the bookof life, will be will be 1,290 days from that time until the time

2
saved.“Many of the people that are dead &that the terrible thing that destroys is set up.

buried* will wake up. Some of them will .
wake up to have life forever. But some wi 12The person that waits for, and comes to, the

wake up to have shame and disgrace forevend of the 1,335 days will be very happy.
3The wise people will shine as bright as tr13“As for you Daniel, go and live your life
sky. The wise people that taught others to litill the end. You will get your rest. At the end,
right will shine like stars forever and ever.* you will rise from deathto get your share.”

fortress(es) A building or city with tall, strong walls for protection.

holy mountain - The mountain Jerusalem is built on. linen  Thread or cloth made from the fibers of the flax plant.

are dead and buried Literally, “sleep in the dust.” three and one-half years Literally, “a time, times, and half a

The wise people ... ever Or, “The wise and successful teacher:  time.”
will shine like the sun rays in the sky. Those who made otheclean Or, “acceptable.” Pure or able to be used in worshiping God.
innocent will shine like the stars forever.” In Hebrew, this is lik ~ See Lev. 11-15 for the Old Testament rules about clean and
Isaiah 52:13 and Isaiah 53:11. unclean things.



