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|salah

This is the vision* of Isaiah son of Amoz cared for your sores. Your wounds are not
God showed Isaiah things that woul cleaned and covered.
happen to Judah and Jerusalem. Isaiah ¢ 7Your land is ruined. Your cities have
these things during the time Uzziah, been burned with fire. Your enemies have
Jotham,* Ahaz,* and Hezekiah* were king:taken your land. Your land is ruined like a

of Judah. country destroyed by armie€The Daughter
of Zion (Jerusalem)s now like an empty tent
God's Case Against His People left in a field of grapes. It is like an old house
2Heaven and Earth, listen to the Lord! Thleft in a field of cucumbers. It is like a city
Lord says, that has been defeated by enemi€ghis is

o . true, but the Lord All-Powerful did allow a
| raised my children. few people to continue living. We were not

| helped my children grow. completely destroyed like the cities of Sodom
But my children tumed against me. 414 Gomorrah.*

3 A cow knows its master.
And a donkey knows the place where God Wants True Service

its owner feeds it. 10You leaders of Sodom, listen to the Lord's
But the people of Israel dont know me. - message! You people of Gomorrah, listen to
My people don't understand.” God's teachingst}God says,“Why do you
4The nation of Israel is full of guilt. This continue giving me all these sacrifices?* | have
quilt is like a heavy weight the peaple have .had enough of your sacrifices of goats and fat
carry. Those people are like bad children fro frolmzubulls, sheep, and goats. .
evil families. They left the Lord. They “*When you people come to meet with
insulted the Holy OnéGod) of Israel. They ME: You tramplgwalk on)everything in my

left him and treated him like a stranger. yag.‘ [\)N ho tt°|d ytqu to dt? this? i

5,God says,"Why should | continue to _ .. ont con ||nrt]le rr:ng_lng worthiess
did not changg.You continue to rebel againsMobn X the Sabba)t/h * and vour holidavs. |
me. Now every head and every heart is Si(hate the evil vou do du%n our %/oi
6From the bottom of your feet to the top ¢ y 9y y
your head, every part of your body ha

wounds, hurts, and open sores. You have 1Sodom, Gomorrah Two cities that God destroyed because the
people were so evil.
sacrifices Gifts to God. Sometimes these were special kinds of
vision Like a dream. God gave messages to his special peo  animals that were killed and burned on an altar.

by letting them see and hear things in visions. incense A kind of spice that smells good when it is burned. It
Uzziah A king of Judah. He ruled about 767-74@. was burned as a gift to God.
Jotham A king of Judah. He ruled about 740-78%. New Moon The first day of the Jewish month. This was a
Ahaz A king of Judah. He ruled about 735-78%. special day of worship.

Hezekiah A king of Judah. He ruled about 727-68%. Sabbath Saturday, a special day of rest and worship for Jews.
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meetings.14With my whole self | hate your 24Because of all these things, the Master,
monthly meetings and councils. Thesthe Lord All-Powerful, the Mighty One of
meetings have become like heavy weights Israel, says, “I will punish you, my enemies.
me. And | am tired of carrying those weights You will not cause me any more trouble.

15*You people will raise your arms to pray2sPeople use lye* to clean silvgi the same
to me—but | will refuse to look at you. Youway, | will clean all your wrongs away. | will
people will say more and more prayers—buttake all the worthless things out from y@#i,
will refuse to listen to you. Why? Becauswill bring back the kind of judges you had in
your hands are covered with blood. the beginning. Your counselors will be like

16‘Wash yourselves. Make yourselvethe counselors you had long ago. Then you
clean. Stop doing the bad things you do.will be called ‘The Good and Faithful City.”
don’t want to see those bad things. Stop doil  27God is good and does the things that are
wrong! 7Learn to do good things. Be failright. So he will rescue Zion* and the people
with other people. Punish the people that hithat come back to hird8But all criminals and
others. Help the children that have no parensinners will be destroyed. (They are the
Help the women whose husbands are dead.’people that don't follow the Lord.)

18The Lord says, “Come, let's discuss thes' 29|n the future, people will be ashamed of
thlngs. Your sins are red like Scarlet,* bUthe oak trees* and Specia| gardens* you
they can bewashed away and you will be choose to worship30This will happen
white like snow. Your sins are bright red, bupecause you people will be like oak trees with
you can become white like wool. leaves that are dying. You people will be like

191f you listen to the things | say, then yolg garden dying without wateBlPowerful
will have the good things from this land heqple will be like small dry pieces of wood.
20But if you refuse to listen, you are again‘ang the things those people do will be like
me. And your enemies will destroy you"  sparks that start a fire-the powerful people

The Lord himself said those things. and the things they do will begin to burn. And
no person will be able to stop that fire.

Isaiah son of Amoz saw this message
about Judah and Jerusalem.
2In the last days, the mountain of the Lord’s
mple* will be on the highest of the
mountains. It will be raised higher than all the
hills. There will be a steady stream of people
from all nations going theréMany people will
go there. They will say, “Come! Let's go up to
the Lord’s mountain. Let's go up to the temple
kof the God of Jacob. Then God will teach us
his way of living. And we will follow him.”

The teachings from God—the Lord’s
message—will begin in Jerusalem on the
mountain of Zion* and go out to all the world.
4Then God will be a judge for the people of

Jerusalem Is Not Loyal to God

21God says,‘Look at Jerusalem. She wa
a city that trusted and followed me. Whe
caused her to become like a prostitute? S,
does not follow me now. Jerusalem should |
filled with fairness. People living in Jerusaler
should live the way God wants. But now
murderers live there.

22‘Goodness is like silver. But your silver
has become worthless. Your wirfgoodness)
has been mixed with water—it is now wea
23Your rulers are rebels and friends of thieve:
All of your rulers demand bribes—they accef
money for doing wrong things. All of your
rulers take pay for cheating people. Your rulet
don’t try to help the children that have nc
parents. And your rulers don't listen to the

needs of the women whose husbands alye A chemical used like soap.
dead.” Zion The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built on.
Sometimes it means the people of God living in Jerusalem.
oak trees These trees were like idols that people worshiped.
scarlet An expensive, bright red dye or piece cloth. special gardens Gardens where people worshiped false gods.
prostitute A woman that sells her body for sex. Sometimes th temple A special building for worshiping God. God commanded
also means a person that stops following God. the Jews to worship him at the temple in Jerusalem.
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all nations. God will end the arguments fcthose people 16Those proud people are like
many people. Those people will stop usirgreat ships from Tarshish.* (These ships are
their weapons for fighting. They will makefull of important things.)But God will punish
plows from their swords. And they will usethose proud people.
their spears as tools for cutting plants. Peoj 17At that time, people will stop being
will stop fighting against other people. Peopproud. The people that are now proud will
will never again train for war. bow low to the ground. And at that time, only
SFamily of Jacob, you should follow théthe Lord will stand highi8All the idols (false
Lord. §1 say this to youbecause you have lefigods)will be gone.1%People will hide behind
your people. Your people have become fillerocks and in cracks in the ground. People will
with the wrong ideas of the people in the eabe afraid of the Lord and his great power,
Your people try to tell the future like theThis will happen when the Lord stands to
Philistines.* Your people have completel'make the earth shake.
accepted those strange idedour land has  20At that time, people will throw away their
been filled with silver and gold from othe gold and silver idols. (The people made those
places. There are many, many treasures thistatues so the people could worship them.)
Your land has been filled with horses. The The people will throw those statues into holes
are many, many chariots* thef&our land is in the ground where bats and moles* live.
full of statues that people worship. The peof2iThen the people will hide in cracks in the
made those idols* and the people worshyocks. They will do this because they will be
them.%People have become worse and worafraid of the Lord and his great power. This

People have become very low. God, sureyjj| happen when the Lord stands to make the
you will not forgive them, will you?* earth shake.

10Go hide in the dirt and behind the rocks  22yqy should stop trusting other people to
You should be afraid of the '—?rd and Y0 saye you. They are only people—and people
should hide from his great power! die. So, you should not think they are strong
11Proud people will stop being proud,xe God,

Those proud people will bow down to th ~yjnqerstand these things | am telling you.
ground with shame. At that time, only th Jthe \aster, the LordgAII-PowerfuI,gv%ll
LO{QTVP]”” Et'” dStﬁ”d high. | dav planneq. (k€ away al the things Judah and Jerusalem
€ Lord has a special day planned. Lqenand on. God will take away all the food
that day, the Lord will punish the proud ang g il the waterGod will take away all the

anStf‘él peotp_le. Thterr‘ﬁghT(ﬁe proud geOplel"‘heroes and great soldiers. God will take away
€ made not Importants 1NOSE proud peopIE ;| e jdges * the prophets,* the people that

are likg tall cedar trees from LebanonFhey "o -
h gic, and the elders3God will take
are like great oak trees from BashanBut away the military leaders and the government

God will punish those peoplé4Those proud : -
people are liketall mountains énd high hiIIs.leaderS' God will take away the skilled

15Those proud people are likall towers and
h|gh Very Strong Wa”a_But God will pumsh ships from Tarshish This is probably a special type of cargo
’ ship.

bats and moles Small animals that live in caves and holes in
Philistines People living on the coast of Palestine. They wel  the ground.

one of Israel's enemies. judges In Israel, judges were people that judged, led, and
chariots  Small wagons used for war. protected the people.
idols  Statues of false gods that people worshiped. prophets A true prophet was a person called by God to be a
God ... willyou Literally, “Surely you will not raise them up.” special servant. God used dreams and visions to show them
Lebanon A country north of Israel. It was famous for its grea  things to teach the people.

cedar and pine trees. elders Older men that were city leaders; they helped make

Bashan An area northeast of Israel. decisions for the people.
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counselors and the wise men that do ma¢ The Lord says, “You people have burned
and try to tell the future. the field of grapegJudah) You took things
4God says,‘l will cause young boys to be from poor people, and those things are still in
your leaders5Every person will be againstyour houses!5What gives you the right to
every other person. Young people will nchurt my people? What gives you the right to
respect older people. Common people will nipush the faces of the poor people into the
respect the important people.” dirt?” My Master, the Lord All-Powerful said
6At that time, a person will grab one of hithese things. ) o
brothers from his own family. That persoi eThe Lord says, “The women in Zion*
will tell the brother, “You have a coat,* schave become very proud. They walk around
you will be our leader. You will be the leadeWith their heads in the air, acting like they are
over all these ruins.” better than other people. Those women flirt
7But that brother will stand and say, «with their eyes. And they dance around

can't helo vou. | don't have enouah food cMaking noise with their ankle bracelets.”
clothes irF: ?,’ny house. You wil notgmake m .My Master will make sores on the heads
your leader.” of those women in Zion.* The Lord will make

- the women lose all their hai#At that time
8This will happen because Jerusalem h : : !
stumbled,and has done wrongJudah has the Lord will take away all the things they are

) proud of: the beautiful ankle bracelets, the
fallen ,and has stopped following Gpd'he |0 aces that look like the sun and the moon,

things they say and do are against the Lord. Tyg, o earrings, bracelets, and ve(face
Lord’s glorious eyes clearly see all these th'”gcoverings) 20the scarves, the ankle chains, the
IThe faces of the people show that they 8q;qhes wom around their waists, the bottles of
uilty of doing wrong. And they are proud Operfyme, and the charmsithe signet rings,*
—they don’t care who sees their sin. It will bshawls, and pursegsthe mirrors, linen
very bad for them. They have brought mucdresses, turbans, and long shaws.
trouble to themselves. ~_ 24Those women now haysweet smelling
10Tell the good people that good things wilperfume, butat that time, their perfume will
happen to them. They will receive a rewarbecome moldy and rotten,Now they wear
for the good things they dédIBut it will be belts. But,at that time, they will have only
very bad for the evil people. Much troubliropes to wear. Now they have their hair fixed
will come to them. They will be punished foifancy ways. Butat that timg their heads will
all the wrong things they have donebe shaved—they will have no hair,Xow
12Children will defeat my people. Womerthey have party dressesBut at that time,
will rule over my people. My people, yourthey will havg only clothes to show sadness.
guides lead you in the wrong way. They turThey have beauty marks on their faces now.

you away from the right way. But at that time, they will have another
mark; It will be a mark burned into their skin.
God's Decision About His People 25At that time, your men will be killed with

13The Lord will stand to judge the people swords. Your heroes will die in wa#éThere

14The Lord will give his judgment against
the elders* and leaders for the thlngs theZion The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built on.

have done. Sometimes it means the people of God living in Jerusalem.
charms Things people wore on bracelets and necklaces. People
thought these things would protect them from evil or danger.
coat Or, “robe.” This showed a person was a leader of tfsignet rings Rings with special shapes that could be used like a
people. rubber stamp. When pressed into wet clay, they left a mark.
Sodom A city God destroyed because its people were so evil.  This mark was like a signature.
elders Older men that were city leaders; they helped makthey will have no hair This shows that those people will
decisions for the people. become slaves.
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will be crying and sadness in the meetir
places near the city gates. Jerusalem will
there empty like a woman that has lo:
everything to thieves and robbers. She will ¢
on the groungand cry.

At that time, seven women will grab on

man. The women will say, “We will make
our own bread to eat. And we will make ot
own clothes to wear. We will do all these thing
for ourselves if you will onlymarry us Let us
have your name. Please, take away our sham

2At that time, the Lord’s plantudah)will
be very beautiful and great. The people st
living in Israel will be very proud of the things
the land grows3At that time, all the people
that are still living in Zion* and Jerusalen
will be called holy(special)people. This will
happen to all the people that have their nan
on a special list; the list of people that will b
allowed to continue living.

4The Lord will wash away the blood* from
the women of Zion.* The Lord will wash all the
blood out of Jerusalem. God will use the spi
of justice,and judge fairly And he will use the
spirit of burning,and make everything pyre

5At that time, God will prove that he is
with his peoplg.During the day, God will
make a cloud of smoke. And during the nigt
God will make a bright flaming fire.* These
proofs will be in the sky over every buildin
and over every meeting of the people on t
mountain of Zion.* There will be a covering
over every person* for protectiofThis
covering will be a place of safety. Thi
covering will protect the people from the hei
of the sun. The covering will be a safe place
hide from all kinds of floods and rain.
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Israel, God's Special Garden

Now, | will sing a song for my friend
(God). This song is about the love my
friend has for his field of grapéisrael).

My friend had a vineyard*

in a very rich field.
2 My friend dug and cleared the field.
He planted the best grapevines there.
He built a tower in the middle
of the field.

He hoped for good grapes to grow there.

But there were only bad grapes.

3 So God said
“You people living in Jerusalem,
and you, man of Judah,*
think about me and my vineyard.*
4 What more could I do for my field
of grapes?
| did everything I could.
| hoped for good grapes to grow.
But there were only bad grapes.
Why did that happen?

SNow, | will tell you what | will do to my
field of grapes:

| will pull up the thorn bushes
that are protecting the figld
and | will burn them.
| will break down the stone wall,
and the stones will be walked on.

6 | will make my vineyard* an empty field.
No person will care for the plants.
No person will work in the field.

Weeds and thorns will grow there.
| will command the clouds
not to rain on the field.”

The field of grapes that belongs to the
Lord All-Powerful is the nation of Israel. The

Zion The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built oqr apevme—thf plant the Lord loves—is the
Sometimes it means the people of God living in Jerusalem. Man of Judah.

wash away the blood This is like a special ceremony for
washing the blood after a menstrual period. After this a m
and wife could be together and show their love for each othe

cloud of smoke ... fire These were signs that God used to sho
he was with his people.

person Literally, “glory,” but this also means “soul,” “person”
(see Psalm 16:9).

vineyard A garden for growing grapes.

You people ... man of Judah Or “Rulers of Jerusalem and
leader of Judah...”

man of Judah This could mean either, “the king of Judah” or
simply, “people of Judah.”
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The Lord hoped for justice, 15Those people will be humbled. Those
but there was only killing. great people will bow their heads and look at

The Lord hoped for fairness, the ground.16The Lord All-Powerful will
but there were only cries judge fairly, and people will know he is great.

.from people being treated badly ~ The Holy God will do the things that are

: right, and the people will respect hi#f,God
bufsi\l((;)uhgﬁgglg ll;\aeti;let)[]yeﬂaosig tnoge;rpaeé’eyf%will make the people of Israel leave their
anything else. Butthe Lord will punish you, cgug:]ry, tlggelat‘ﬂg WvlJlar?te E?rﬁt%s\?vﬁf\?vgm”on
and you will be made to live alone. You willtghe Iamhat rich yeo le once owned
be the only people in the whole landThe “"g peop | i ey
Lord All-Powerful said this to me, and | heart Look at those people! They pull their guit
him, “There are many houses now. But 2"d sins behllnd them like people pull wagons
promise that all the houses will be destroyevc\;”tg ropelg.h 9Thosg georp])le hs_ay, r\]N € |W'Sh
There are nice, big houses now. But tho: 0d would hurry and do the things ne plans to
houses will be emptyt0At that time, a ten- do. Thehn \r/]ve Wou,ld klnow whlathwnl happen.
acre field of grapes will make only a little Ve Wish the Lord's plan would happen soon.

: - Then we would know what his plan is.”
wine.* And many sacks of seed will grow :
only a litle grain.}*/" g 20Those people say that good things are

- - - bad, and bad things are good. Those people
11You people rise early in the morning an -~ &' - * - P
go looking for beer to drink. You stay awak'tThAnk light lSI dz?]r.knkess, and darknesz s light.
late at night, becoming drunk with wine | 10S€ People think sour is sweet, and sweet is
12You party with your wine, harps,* drums SCUr- #Those people think they are very
flutes, and other musical instruments. AnSMart: They think they are very intelligent.

you don't see the things the Lord has don22Those people are famous for drinking wine.

The Lord's hands have made many, mar.They are champions at mixing drinkSAnd

things—but you don't notice those things. Si!f Yo Pay those people money, they wil
it will be very bad for you people. forgive a criminal. But they don't allow good

13 The Lord says.“My people will be people to be judged fairly:4Bad things will
captbred and taker)ll %wa;{ \F/)\/hye? Because tappen to those peopldheir descendants™
don't really know,me, Some of the peopIeW'” be completely destroyed—like straw and
living in Israel are important now. They ardeaves are burned by fire. Their descendants

: : : il be destroyed like a roqthat dies and
happy with their easy lives. But all those gre.V! : !
people will become very thirsty and venpecomes dust. Their descendants will be

hungry.14Then they will die ang'Sheol,* the ‘destroyed like a fire destroys a flower—the

place of deathy will get more and more as?tﬁs blow awe}y 'ﬂthe W”}d' d to obev th
people. Thaplace of deathwil open her hqse Ee(f)rt)he Lavg Xﬁ ‘Fj)se foloTﬁy €
mouth with no limit. And all those people will'€achings® of the Lora All-rowerful. 1hose
go down into Sheol.” people hated the message from the Holy One
(God) of Israel.25So the Lord has become
. iy very angry with his people. And the Lord will
You people ... in the whole land Or, “You join houses to . ; .
houses and fields to fields until there is no room (for otherralse hl_S ha’?d and .pumSh them. Even.the
people), until you are left living alone in the land.” m_OUntalnS will be frlg_htened. Dead bodies
only aittle wine - Literally, “one bath.” A bath is a measure thatwill lie in the streets like garbage. But God
equals about 6 gallons.
only a little grain  Literally, “A homer of seed will grow only
an ephah of grain.” A homer equals about 6 bushels. An epfropes Literally, “useless ropes.” The Hebrew words for useless
equals about one-half bushel. ropes are like the words meaning “useless things—idols.”
harps Musical instruments with several strings. descendants A person’s children, and all the people born from
Sheol This is the place where all people go when they dit  those children.
Usually this means the grave, but it can mean the place whteachings This can also mean “laws.” Sometimes this means
our spirits go. the laws God gave Moses to teach to the people of Israel.
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will still be angry. His hand will still be raisecangels’ voices were very loudTheir voices

o punish the people caused the frame around the door to shake.
Then the temple* began filling with smoke.*
God Will Bring Armies to Punish Israel 5| became very scared. | said, “Oh, no! |

261 0okl, God is giving a sign to the nation:Will be destroyed. | am not purggood)
in a faraway land. God is raising a flag, and €nough to speak to God. And | live among
is whistling to call those people. The enemy PeCpIe that are not pure enough to speak to
coming from a faraway land. The enemy wicod. Yet”I have seen the King, the Lord All-
soon enter the country. They are moving ve Pog/verful. .
quickly. 27The enemy never becomes tired «_ éThere was a fire on the altqr@ne*of the
falls down. They never become sleepy and fS€raph angels* used a pair of tongs* to take a
asleep. Their weapon belts are always rea0t coal from the fire. The angel flew to me
Their shoestrings never bre#The enemy's With }hte h?]t c(;joal n hlsthhang]]'{]he Shertaph |
arrows are sharp. All of their bows are ready 219¢1 jouched my. Moutn WEn e hot Coa
shoot. The horses’ feet are hard like roc 1nen the angel said, “Look! Because this hot

Clouds of dust rise from behind their chariots.ﬁoal touched your lips the wrong things you
29The enemy shouts, and their shout is [i13V€ dONe are gone from you. Your sins are

a lion's roar. It is loud like a young lion, Thd1OW erased.” o
enemy growls and grabs %/he [?eople it ?Th“en | heard my I:)ords voice. The Lgid
fighting against. The people struggle and ¢said, “Who can | send? Who will go for us?

- So | said, “Here | am. Send me!”
to escape. But there is no person to save thc g ; - -
3030, the “lion” roars loud like the waves o Then the Lord said, “Go and tell this to the

le: ‘Listen closely, but don’t understand!
the sea. And the captured people look at {Peop i "
ground, and then there is only darkness. /Look closely, but don’t learnii9Confuse the

. I people. Make the people not able to
light becomes dark in this thick cloud. understand the things they hear and see. If you

. don’t do this, then people might really
God Calls Isaiah to Be a Prophet understand the things they hear with their ears.
In the year that King Uzziah* died,* | sanThe people might really understand in their
my Master. He was sitting on a very higminds. If they did this, then the people might
and wonderful throne.* His long robe filleccome back to me and be heaffaigiven)”
the temple.®?Seraph angels* stood around th - 11Then | asked, “Master, how long should |
Lord. Each Seraph angel had six wings. Tldo this?”
angels used two of their wings to cover the  The Lord answered, “Do this until the cities
faces. The angels used two of their wings are destroyed, and the people are gone. Do
cover their feet. And the angels used two this until there are no people left living in the
their wings for flying3Each angel was callinghouses. Do this until the land is destroyed and
to the other angels. The angels said, “Holleft empty.”
holy, holy, the Lord All-Powerfulis very  12The Lord will make the people go far
holy,. His Glory* fills the whole earth.” The away. There will be large areas of empty land
in the country13But a tenth of the people will
chariots Small wagons used for war. be allowed to stay in the land. These people
Uzziah A king of Judah. He ruled from about 767-74@. will return o the Lorq even though th_ey
year ... died This was probably 74@.c. were to be destroyed. These people will be

throne A special chair a king or queen sits on.
temple A special building for worshiping God. God commande

the Jews to worship him at the temple in Jerusalem. smoke This showed that God was in the temple. See
Seraph angels Special angels God used as messengers. T Ex. 40:34-35.
name might mean they were bright like fire. people ... God Literally, “people that do not have pure lips.”

His Glory The “Glory of the Lord,” one of the forms God usecaltar A stone table used for burning sacrifices as gifts to God.
when he appeared to people. It was like a bright shining lightongs A “U-shaped” tool for holding hot things.
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like an oak tree. When the tree is chopp¢happen while Rezin* is the ruler of
down, a stump is left. This stunfthe people Damascus.* Ephrairisrael)is now a nation,

remaining)is a very special seed.

Trouble with Aram

but 65 years in the future Ephraiftsrael)
will not be a nation®Their plan will not
succeed while Samaria is the capital of

Ahaz* was the son of Jotham.* Jothargphraim (Israel) and while the ruler of
was the son of Uzziah.* Rezin* was thtsamaria is Remaliah’s son.* If you don'’t

king of Aram,* Pekah son of Remaliah* wa:
the king of Israel. During the time Ahaz wa
king of Judah, Rezin and Pekah went up
Jerusalem to fight against it. But they wer
not able to defeat the city.

2A message was told to the family o

believe this message then people should not
believe you.”

Immanuel—God Is with Us
10Then the Lord continued to speak to Ahaz.*

David.* The message said, “The army of Arar*'The Lord said, “Ask for a sign to prove to
and the army of Ephrairfisrael) have joined Yourself that these things are true. You can ask
together. The two armies are camped togethe for any sign you want. The sign can come from

When King Ahaz heard this message, ta place as deep as Sheol,* or the sign can come
and the people became very scared. Thfrom a place as high as the skies.*”

were shaking with fear like trees of the fore:
blowing in the wind.
3Then the Lord told Isaiah, “You and you

12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask for a sign

as proof. I will not test the Lord.”

13Then Isaiah said, “Family of David,*

son Shear Jashub* should go out and talk listen very carefully! You test the people’s
Ahaz. Go to the place where the water flovpatience—and this is not important to you.

into the upper pool. This is on the street goirSp, now you test my God’s patiencéBut

to Laundryman’s Field.

4Tell Ahaz, ‘Be careful, but be calm. Don't
be afraid. Don't let those two men, Rezin ar
Remaliah’s son,* scare you! Those men a
like two burnt sticks. In the past they wer
burning hot. But now they are only smoke
Rezin, Aram, and Remaliah’s son are angr
SThey have made plans against you. The
said: 6We should go and fight against Judal
We will divide Judah for ourselves. We will
make Tabeel's son the new king of Judah.”

The Lord my Master says, “Their plan will
not succeed. It will not happefit will not

Ahaz A king of Judah. He ruled about 735-78%.
Jotham A king of Judah. He ruled about 740-78%.
Uzziah A king of Judah. He ruled about 767-74(.
Rezin Aking of Aram. He ruled about 740-73c.
Aram A country north of Israel.

,God, my Master, will show you a sign:

Look at the young woman.*
She is pregnant,
and she will give birth to a son.
She will name him Immanuel.*
15 Immanuel will eat butter and honey.*
(He will live like this; to learn how
to choose to do good and
to refuse to do evil.
16 But before the chilis old enough
to learn about good and evil,
the land of Ephrainfisrael)and Aram
will be empty.

Damascus A city in the country of Aram (Syria).
The sign ... Sheol Or, “make your question deep.” The Hebrew

word for “question” is like the word for Sheol.

Pekah son of Remaliah A king of north Israel. He ruled about the sign ... skies Literally, “make your question very high.”

740-731B.C.

family of David The royal family of Judah. God promised tha
men from David's family would be kings in Judah.

Shear Jashub This is a name that means “a few people wil
come back.”

young woman Or, “Look at the virgin. She will become pregnant

and give birth to a son.” This is possibly the meaning of the
ancient Greek version that was translated aboutsl&(See
Gen. 16:11,12 and Luke 1:30-35 for similar announcements.

Immanuel This name means “God is with us.”

Remaliah's son This is Pekah, the king of north Israel. He rulecbutter and honey This probably means the food that even poor

about 740-731.c.

people could find to eat.
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“You are afraid of those two kings now 2| gathered some people that could be
17But you should be afraid of the Lord. Why'trusted to be witnesses. (These people were
Becausethe Lord will bring some troubledUriah the priest, and Zechariah son of
times to you. Those troubles will come to yotJeberekiah.) These men watched me write
people and to the people of your fatherthose words3Then | went to the woman
family. What will God do? God will bring - prophet. She became pregnant and had a son.
the king of Assyria* to fight against you. . Then the Lord told me, “Name the boy Maher

1At that time, the Lord will call for the gpala Hash BazWhy? Because before the

‘Fly.” (The ‘Fly’ is now near the streams Oho ‘ ) ‘ :
; o » DOy learns to say, ‘Mama’ and ‘Daddy,” God
Egypt.) And the Lord will call for the "Bee. i 210 all the wealth and riches from

b 1 H H *
(TThheeseBii é‘:’n?gv \/Ivr;li[hceofr(])g quy%fuéssgﬂgiﬁ Damascus* and Samaria,* and God will give
'those things to the king of Assyria.*”

19These enemies will camp in the rock E Ao
canyons near the desert streams and near Again the Lord spoke to meMy Master
bushes and watering hole¥The Lord will S@id, “These people refuse to accept the slow-
use Assyria to punish Judah. Assyria will tmoving waters of the pool of Shiloah.* These
hired and used like a razor. It will be like thpeople are happy with Rezin* and Remaliah's
Lord is shaving the hair from Judah’s heeson (Pekah) 7But I, the Lord, will bring the
and legs. It will be like the Lord is shaving ofking of Assyria and all his power against you.
Judah’s beard.* They will come like a powerful flood of water
2IAt that time, a person will be able to keefrom the Euphrates River. It will be like water
only one young cow and two sheep alivirising up and over the river bank&That
22There will be only enough milk for thalwater will spill out of that river and flow into

person to eat butter. Every person in the counjydah. The water will rise to Judah's throat—
will eat butter and honeyIn this land, there it il| almost drown Judah

are now fields that have 1,000 grapevines. E<” «jmmanyel, this flood will spread until it
grapevine is worth 1,000 pieces of silver. Bi o ars yourvx}hole country.*”

these fields will become full of weeds an '
thorns.24The land will become wild and usefu The Lord Protects His Servants
only as a hunting groungkPeople once worked -

and grew food on these hills. But at that tim ’ A”Q’gllj Vr\;mt'g 2 Sd’e%zgs&e for war!
people will not go there. The land will be fille Li lvou f ‘ el
with weeds and thoms. Only sheep and cal Isten, all you faraway countries!

. ; |
will go to those places. Prepare for batil!
You will be defeated.
Assyria Will Come Soon 10 Make your plans for the fight!

The Lord told me, “Get a large scroll* an Your plans will be defeated.

use a pen* to write these words: ‘This i Give orders to your armies!
for Maher Shalal Hash Baz(This means Your orders will be useless.
‘There will soon be looting and stealing.”) Why? Because God is with us!*
Assyria  This was a powerful nation northeast of Israel. Damascus A city in the country of Aram (Syria).
shaving off Judah's beard This showed that the people of Samaria The capital city of north Israel.

Judah would be made slaves. Shiloah A pool of water in Jerusalem. In the New Testament
butter and honey This probably means the food that poo  this pool is called, “Siloam.”

people also can find and eat. Rezin A king of Aram. He ruled about 740-73.c.
scroll  This Hebrew word might also mean “a clay or stonlmmanuel ... country Literally, “Then the edge of his garment

tablet. will fill your whole land. God is with us.” The name

pen Literally, “stylus of a man.” This might be a special pen fc  “Immanuel” means “God is with us.”
writing on clay. God is with us!  In Hebrew, this is like the name Immanuel.
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Warnings to Isaiah what to do. Why should living people ask

11The Lord spoke to me with his greasomething from the dead? _
power. The Lord warned me not to be lik 20You should follow the teaChlngS and the
these other people.* The Lord sal@Every agreement.* If you don't follow these

person is saying that other people are maki commands, then you might follow the wrong
plans against him. You should not belieycommands. (The wrong commands are those

those things. Don’t be afraid of the thingGommands that come from the wizards and

those people fear. Don't be afraid of thosfortune tellers. Those commands are worth

things!” nothing; you will gain nothing by following
13The Lord All-Powerful is the One you!h0Se commands.)

should be afraid of. He is the One you shou, “Alf you follow those wrong commands,
respect. He is the One you should felt then there will be troubles and hunger in the

you will respect the Lord and consider hir'and: People will become hungry. Then they
holy, then he will be a safe place for you. Bl Pécome angry and say things against their
you don't respect him. So God is like a rocKing and his ggzqs. Then they will look yp
that you people fall over. He is a rock the20d for help 2Af they look around them at

o their land, then they will see only trouble and
makes the two families of Israel stumble. Tr ,
Lord is a trap to catch all the people Odepressmg darkness—the dark sadness of

JerusalemiS(Many people will fall over this PEOPIE forced to leave their country. And the
rock. Those( peoglg WiFI]I fall and be broker'oeolg’Ie that arfe traﬁped 'rl‘ that darkness will
They will be trapped and caught.) not be able to free themselves.

16lsaiah said, “Make an agreement an A New Day Is Coming

seal* it. Save my teachings for the future. Dy |y the past, people thought the land of
this while my followers are watchind/This Zebulurrl) and t%e Ignd of nghtali were not

's the agreement. important. But at a later timgGod, will make
| will wait for the Lord to help us. that land great: the land near the sea, the lanc
The Lord is ashamed of the family of Jacob@cross the Jordan River, and Galilee where
He refuses to look at them. the non-Jews live.
But | will wait for the Lord. ZThose people lived in darkness. But they
He will save us. will see a great light. Those people lived in a

. _ place as dark as the place of death. But the

1&My children and | are signs and proof«Great Light” willl shine on them.
for the people of Israel. We have been sent  3God, you will cause the nation to grow.
the Lord All-Powerful—the Lord who lives You will make the people happy. And the
on the Mount Zion.*" people will show their happiness to you. It

19Some people say, “Ask the fortune tellerwill be like the joy during harvest time. It will
and wizards what to do.” (These fortun be like the joy when people take their share of
tellers and wizards whisper and make sounthings they have won in watWhy? Because
like birds to make people think that theyyou will take away the heavy burden. You
know secret things) But | tell you thaf will take away the heavy pole on the people’s
people should ask their Ggidr help! Those backs. You will take away the rod that the
fortune tellers and wizards ask dead peopenemy uses to punish your people. This will

be like the time you defeated Midian.*

The Lord spoke ... people Or, “The Lord spoke to me. With
his great power he prevented me from living like these othagreement Usually this means the agreement God made with
people.” Israel through Moses. Here it probably means the agreement
seal This showed that the agreement should not be changed.  in verse 17.
Zion The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built chis gods Or possibly, “his God.”
Sometimes it means the people of God living in Jerusalem. This ... Midian  See Num. 22-31.
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SEvery boot that marched in battle will bielders* and important leaders. The tail means
destroyed. Every uniform stained with bloothe prophets that speak lies.)
will be destroyed. Those things will be throw 16The men that lead the people are leading
into the fire.6This will happen when thethem the wrong way. And the people that
special child is born. God will give a son tfollow them will be destroyed.All the people
us. This son will be responsible for leading ttare evil. So the Lord is not happy with the
people. His name will be “Wonderfulyoung men. And the Lord will not show mercy
Counselor, Powerful God, Father Who Liveto their widows and orphans.* Why? Because
Forever, Prince of Peace’Power and peaceall the people are evil. The people do things
will be in his kingdom. It will continue to that are against God. The people speak lies. So
grow for this king from David's family. This God will continue to be angry with the people.
king will use goodness and fair judgment 1God will continue to punish the people.
rule the kingdom forever and ever. 18Evil is like a small fire. First, the fire

The Lord All-Powerful has a strong love’burns weeds and thorns. Next, the fire burns
for his people And this strong love will the larger bushes in the forest. And finally, it

cause him to do these things. becomes a great fire—and everything goes up
in smoke.
God Will Punish Israel 19The Lord All-Powerful is angry, so the

8My Lord gave a command against thdand will be burned. All the people will be
people of Jacol{Israel). That command burned in that fire. No person will try to save
against Israel will be obeyedThen every his brother.20People will grab something on

person in Ephrainflsrael), even the leaders intne 1ight, but they will still be hungry. They

Samaria, will know that Goghunished them will eat something on the left, but they will
Those people are very proud and hoast Ot be filled. Then each person will turn and

now. Those people saj‘These bricks might &at Nis own bodyz¥(This meansManassen

fall, but we will build again. And we will will flght against Ephraim, and Ephraim will

build with ;strong stone. These small tree 19Nt against Manasseh. And then both of
them will turn against Judah.)

might be chopped down. But we will put ne\ . OYe ,
tre%s there. Xrﬁ)d the new trees will ge larg, he Lord is still angry against Israel. The
Lord is still ready to punish his people.

strong trees.” T
1150 the Lord will find people to fightlQLoc’k at the lawmakers that write evil
aws. Those lawmakers write laws that

against Israel. The Lord will bring Rezin's’ )
enemies against therteThe Lord will bring Make life hard for peopleThose lawmakers
are not fair to the poor people. They take

the Arameans from the east and the Philistir

from the west. Those enemies will defe;2WaY the poor people’s rights. They allow

1 *
Israel with their armies. But the Lord will stiIIpeople to steal from widows and orphans.

- - 3Lawmakers, you will have to explain the
be angry with Israel. The Lord will still be,, . ,
ready ?oypunish the people. things you have done. What will you do at that

God il punish the people, but they wil b fO0 o blp?
not stop sinning. They will not return to him y . y p:

’ ) Your money and your riches will not help you.
1150 th Lot wil o el nead an (01 1l ve f bow doun e  pisrer
tail. The Lord will take away the branch an ou will fall down like a dead person. But that

the stalk in one day3(The head means the
elders Older men that were city leaders; they helped make
decisions for the people.
strong love This Hebrew word means strong feelings like lovewidows and orphans Widows are women whose husbands
hate, anger, zeal, or jealousy. have died, and orphans are children whose parents have died.
Rezin A king of Aram. He ruled about 740-73.c. Often these people have no one to care for them.
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will not help you! God will still be angry. God God Controls Assyria's Power

will still be ready to punishyou. 15An axe is not better than the person that
5God will say, “I will use Assyria* like @ cuts with it. A saw is not better than the
stick. In anger, | will use Assyria to punistperson that saws with ifBut Assyria thinks
Israel.8 will send Assyria to fight against thehe is more important and powerful than God.
people that do evil things. | am angry at tho:And this is like a stick being more powerful
people, and | will command Assyria to fighand important than the person that picks it up
against them. Assyria will defeat them anand uses it to punish someone.
Assyria will take their wealth from them. 16 Assyria* thinks he is gregtBut the Lord
Israel will become like dirt for Assyria to All-Powerful will send a terrible disease
trample(walk on)in the streets. against Assyria. Assyria will lose his wealth
“But Assyria* does not understand that and power like a sick man loses weight. Then
will use him. Assyria does not think that he iAssyria’s glory will be destroyed. It will be
a tool for me. Assyria only wants to destrolike a fire burning until everything is gone.
other people. Assyria only plans to destrci7srael’s Light(God)will be like a fire. The
many nations#Assyria says to himself, ‘All Holy One will be like a flame. He will be like
of my leaders are like king8The city Calno g fire that first burns the weeds and thorns.
is like the city Carchemish. And the city18Then the fire grows and burns away the
Arpad is like the city Hamath. The citygreat trees and vineyards.* Finally, everything
Samaria is like the city Damascu¥l s destroyed—even the people.will be like
defeated those evil kingdoms and now that when God destroys AssyiAssyria will
control them. The idols* those people worshibe Jike a rotting log9There might be a few

are better than the idols of Jerusalem aitrees left standing in the forest. But even a
Samarialll defeated Samaria and her idols. child will be able to count them.

will also defeat Jerusalem and the idols h  20At that time, the people that are left living
people have made.” _ in Israel, the people from Jacob’s family, will

12My Master will finish doing the things henot continue to depend on the person that
planned to Jerusalem and Mount Zion.* Thepeats them. They will learn to truly depend on
the Lord will punish Assyria.* The king of the Lord, the Holy One of IsradiThe people
Assyria is very proud. His pride made him dthat are left in Jacob’s family will again
many bad things. So God will punish him.  follow the powerful God.

13The king of Assyria* says, “Il am very  22Your people are very many. They are like
wise. By my own wisdom and power | havithe sands of the sea. But only a few of the
done many great things. | have defeated mapeople will be left to come back to the Lord.
nations. | have taken their wealth. And I havThose people will return to God, but first, your
taken their people to be slaves. | am a vecountry will be destroyed. God has announced
powerful man14With my own hands | have that he will destroy the land. And then
taken the riches of all these people—like goodness will come into the land:; it will be
person taking eggs from a bird’s nest. A birjike a river flowing full. 23\ly Master, the Lord
often leaves its nest and eggs. And there All-Powerful, will surely destroy this land.
nothing to protect the nest. There is no bird  24\ly Master, the Lord All-Powerful, says,
chirp and fight with its wings and beak. SrMy people living in Zion,* don't be afraid of
people take the eggdn the same waythere Assyrial* He will beat you like Egypt beat
was no person to stop me from taking all tryou in the past. It will be like Assyria is using

people on earth.” a stick to hurt you2sBut after a short time my
anger will stop. I will be satisfied that Assyria
Assyria  This was a powerful nation northeast of Israel. has punished you enough.”

idols  Statues of false gods that people worshiped.
Zion The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built ¢
Sometimes it means the people of God living in Jerusalem. vineyards Gardens for growing grapes.
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26Then the Lord All-Powerful will beat The King of Peace Is Coming

Assyria with a whip. In the past, the_'—OV'l A small tree(child) will begin to grow
defeated Midian at Raven Rock.* It will be from the stump(family) of Jesse.* That
the same when the Lord attacks Assyfia. hranch will grow from Jesse'’s root&The
the past, the Lord punished Egyphe lifted |ord’s Spirit will be in that child. The Spirit
the stick over the sea,* and led his peopgives wisdom, understanding, guidance, and
from Egypt. It will be the same when the Lor power. And the Spiripwill help this child, know
saves his people from Assyria. and respect the Lor@This child will respect

27 Assyria* will bring troubles to you— the | ord, and this will make the child happy.
those troubles will be like weights you have t This child will not judge people by the way
carry on a pole across your shoulder. But, things jook. He will not judge by the things he
pole will be taken off your neck. That polthears 4-3He will judge the poor people fairly
will be broken by your streng{God) and honestly. He will be fair when he decides
the things to do to the poor people of the land.
.f he decides people should be begtémen
he will give the command, and those people
will be beaten,If he decides people must die,
. . ! S then he will give the command, and those evil
keep its food in the “Storehouse” (Micmash o516 il be killed. Goodness and faimess

29The army will cross the river at the, " o :

. e . will (give this child strength They will be
Crossing” (Maabarah). The army will sleejy . é_gbelt he wears aroungﬁhis Wa)i/st.

at Geba.* Ramah* will be afraid. The peopl 6At that time, wolves will live in peace

\ e
a fo?@aglﬁf %"’;{Ih Vggllr#]?!fvf_'g%;h ah, | sten) With lambs. And tigers will lie down in peace
Anathoth, answer me#iThe people of with young goats. Calves, lions, and bulls will
Madmenah are running away. The people live to?ether in peace. A little child will lead
Gebim* are hiding32This day, the army will them.7Cows and bears will live together in
stop at Nob. And the army will prepare to figtpeace. All of their children will lie down
against Mount Zion, the hill of Jerusalem. together and will not hurt each other. Lions
33Watch! Our Master, the Lord AII-PowerfuI,W'" eat hay like cows. Even snakes will not
will chop down the great tregAssyria) The 1urt peopleSA baby will be abie to play near
Lord will do this with his great power. Thed cobra's” home. A baby will be able to put

great and important people will be cut down-is hand into the home of a poisonous snake.

they will become not importaréThe Lord will _ “VAll these things show that there will be
cut down the forest with his axe. And the greP€acg—n0 person will hurt any other person.

trees in Lebanonfmportant peoplepvil fall. ~ F-€0ple on my holy mountain will not want to
(mp peopleyy destroy things. Why? Because people will truly

know the Lord. They will be full of knowledge
Midian at Raven Rock Or “Midian at the Rock of Oreb” See ;@about himlike the sea is full of water.
Judges 7:25. 10At that time, there will be a special

he lifted the stick ... sea See Ex. 14:1-15:21. Yk . : :
Assyria  This was a powerful nation northeast of Israel. person from Jesse's famlly' This person will

Verses 28-32 Isaiah uses word games to show how the AssyriJﬁe .”ke a flag. This *flag” will show all the
army would come and fight against Judah. nations that they should come together around

Geba, Ramah, Gibeah of Saul Towns north of Jerusalem. him. The nations will ask him the things they

Bath Gallim Gallim, a city south of Jerusalem. This nam s
means “daughter of the waves,” and might also meayiould do. And the place where he is will be

“seagull.” These hirds make very loud noises. llled with glory.

Gebim  An unknown city. This name is like the Hebrew worc
for “pit” or “cistern,” a hole in the ground for storing water.

Lebanon A country north of Israel. It was famous for its greaJesse King David's father.
cedar and pine trees. cobra A very poisonous snake.

The Army of Assyria Invades Israel
28 The army will enter near the “Ruins
(Aiath). The army will walk on the
“Threshing Floor” (Migron). The army will
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11At that time, my Maste{God) will again The Lord Yah is my strength.
reach out and take his people that are left. Tl He saves me.
will be the second time God has done thi And | sing songs of praise
(These are God’'s people that are left i about him.*
countries like Assyria, North Egypt, Soutt 3 Get your water from the spring
Egypt, Ethiopia, Elam, Babylonia, Hamath, an of salvation.
all the faraway countries around the world.) Then you will be happy.
12God will raise this “flag” as a sign for all 4 Then you will say,
people. The people of Israel and Judah we “Praise the Lord!
forced to leave their country. The people we Worship his name!
scattered to all the faraway places on ear Tell all people about the things
But God will gather them together. he has done!”
13At that time, Ephrainflsrael)will notbe 5 Sing songs of praise about the Lord!
jealous of Judah. Judah will have no enemi Why? Because he has done
left. And Judah will not cause trouble fo great things!
Ephraim.14But Ephraim and Judah will Spread this news about God
attack the Philistines.* These two nations wi through the whole world.
be like birds flying down to catch a smal Let all people know these things.

animal. Together, they will take the riche 6 People of Zion,* shout about these things!
from the people in the east. Ephraim ar The Holy One of Israel is with you

Judah will control Edom, Moab,* and the in a powerful way.
people in Ammon.* S0, be happy!

15The Lord became angry and divided th
sea of Egypt,In the same waythe Lord will God's Message to Babylon

od showed Isaiah son of Amoz this sad

wave his arm over the Euphrates River. I-1 3%
essage about BabylohGod said;

will hit the river, and the river will divide into
seven small rivers. The small rivers will no

be deep—people will be able to walk acros  “Raise a flag on that mountain*
those rivers with their shoes o#God’s where nothing grows.
people that are left will have a way to leav Call out to the men.
Assyria. |t W|" be ||ke the time GOd t00k thE Wave your arms.
people out of Egypt. Tell them to enter through the gates
\ »
A Song of Praise to God for important people!
. . 3 id;
1 At that time, you will say: God saidy
‘I praise you Lord! “I have separated those men
You have been angry at me. from the people.
But don’t be angry with me now! And | myself will command them.
Show your love to me.” | am angry.
2 God saves me. | gathered my best men
[ trust him. to punish the people.
| am not afraid. I am proud of these happy men!
He saves me.

The Lord Yah ... him  Literally, Y aH, YAHWEH is my strength
Philistines  People living on the coast of Palestine. They wer  and praise. And he becomes my salvation.” This comes from

one of Israel's enemies. the victory song of Moses. (Ex. 15:2.)
Edom, Moab Two countries east of Israel. They were Israel"Zion The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built on.
enemies for many, many years. Sometimes it means the people of God living in Jerusalem.

Ammon A country east of Israel. mountain  This probably means Babylon.
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4 “There is a loud noise in the mountains.  from Babylon will run away, like wounded

Listen to the noise! deer. They will run like sheep that have no
It sounds like many, many people. shepherd. Every person will turn and run back
People from many kingdoms to his own country and peopl&®But the
are gathering together. enemy will chase the people of Babylon. And
The Lord All-Powerful is calling when the enemycatches a person, the enemy
his army together. will kil that person with a sword.
5 The Lord and this army 16Everything in their houses will be stolen.
are coming from a faraway land. Their wives will be raped. And their little

They are coming from beyond the horizorchildren will be beaten to death while the
The Lord will use this army like a weaponpeople are watching.
to show his anger. 17.God says,“Look, | will cause the armies
This army will destroy the whole country.” of Media to attack BabylonThe armies of
Media will not stop attackingeven if they

°The Lord's special day is near. S0 Cry alare haid silver and gold8The soldiers will
be sad for yourselves. A time is coming Whe ook and kill the young men of Babylon.

the enemy will steal your wealth. God Allthe soidiers will not show mercy to the
Powerful will make that happenfPeople will papies The soldiers will not be kind to the

lose their courage. Fear will make the peofchiigren, Babylon will be destroyed—it will
weak.8Every person will be afraid. Their feaq |ike the destruction of Sodom and

will cause their stomachs to hurt like a Womé5morrah * God will cause this destruction
giving birth to a baby. Their faces willyng there will be nothing left. '
become red like fire. The people will bi1¢:gapyion is the most beautiful of all
amazed because this look of fear will be on kingdoms. The Babylonian* people are very
their neighbors' faces. proud of their city.20But Babylon will not
, . continue to be beautiful. People will not
o GOdSJUdgme,m Against Babqun o continue to live there in the future. Arabs will
9Look, the Lord's special day is coming! I not hyt their tents there. Shepherds will not
will be a terrible day. God will become VeNpring their sheep to let them eat the¥dhe
angry, and he will destroy the country. Geonjy"animals living there will be wild animals
will force all people that sin to leave thifrom the desert. People will not be living in
country.10The skies will be dark. The sun, ththeir houses in Babylon. The houses will be
moon, and the stars will not shine. ~—fy|| of owls and large birds. Wild goats* will
1LGod says, "l will cause bad things 10 pjay in the houseg2Wild dogs and wolves
happen to the world. | will punish the eViy;|I"howl in the great and beautiful buildings
people for their sin. | will cause the prou of Bahylon. Babylon will be finished. The end

people to lose their pride. | will stop thigf Babylon is near. I will not let Babylon’s
bragging of the people that are mean to othedestryction wait until later.”

12There will be only a few people left. Ther
will not be many, the same as gold is hard Israel Will Return Home

find. And these people' will be worth m.UC| 4L1|n the futureJ’the Lord will again show
more than pure gold:3With my anger, | will is love to Jacob. The Lord will again
make the sky shake. And the earth will tchoose the people of Israght that time, the

moved from its place. Lord will give those people their land. Then
That will happen on the day the Lord All

Powerful shows his ange¥Then the people

Sodom and Gomorrah Two cities that God destroyed because
the people were so evil.

A time ... happen This is a word play in Hebrew. The word Babylonian Literally, “Chaldean.”
meaning “stealing things in war” is like the word meanin Wild goats The Hebrew word means “hairy,” “goat,” or “goat-
“God All-Powerful.” demon.”
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non-Jewish people* will join themselves tc Sheol is making the kings stand

the Jewish people. Both people will join an from their thrones.

become one family—Jacob’s famil§Those They will be ready for your coming.
nations will take the people of Israel back t 10 All these leaders will make fun of you.
Israel's land. Those men and women from tt They will say,

other nations will become slaves to Israll. “Now you are a dead body like us.
the past, those people forced the people ¢ Now you are just like us.”

Israel to become their slaves. Bat this 11 Your pride has been sent down to Sheol.*
time,; the people of Israel will defeat thost The music from your harps announces

nations and Israel will then rule over then the coming of your proud spirit.
3The Lord will take away your hard work, an Maggots(flies)will eat your body.
he will comfort you.In the past,you were You will lie on them like a bed.
slaves. Men forced you to do very hard worl Worms will cover your body
But the Lord will end this hard work for you. like a blanket.
12 You were like the morning star,
A Song About the King of Babylon but you have fallen from the sky.

4At that time, you will begin to sing this In the past, all the nations on earth

song about the king of Babylon: bowed down before you.

But now you have been cut down.
You always told yourself,
“ I will be like God Most-High
| will go to the skies above.
| will put my throne above God's stars.
| will sit on holy mountain, Zaphon.*
| will meet,with the gods

The king was mean when he ruled us. 45
But now his rule is finished.
5 The Lord breaks the scepter* of evil rulers
The Lord takes away their power.
6 Inanger, the king of Babylon beat people
He never stopped beating people.
That evil ruler ruled the people in anger. on that mountain
- He never stopped hurting people. 14 |will go up to the altar in the clouds.
ut now, the whole country rests. | will be like God Most-High.”
The country is quiet. '
Now the people begin to celebrate. 15 But that did not happen.

8 You were an evil king, You did not go to the sky with God.
and now you are finished. You were brought down to the deep pit—
Even the pine trees are happy. Sheol,* the place of death.
The cedar trees of Lebanon are happy. 16 The people look at you and think about
The trees say, you.
“The king chopped us down. _They see that you are only a dead bpdy,
But now the king has fallen, and the people say,
and he will never stand again.” “Is this the same man that caused great fear
9 Sheol,* the place of dealis excited in all the kingdoms on earth?
because you are coming. 17" |s this the same man that destroyed cities
Sheol is waking the spirits of all and changed the land into a desert?
the leaders of the earth for you. Is this the same man that captured people
in war and would not let them
non-Jewish people Usually this means “People that live in a 99 home?” . .
country, but are not yet citizens of that country.” Here it is the 18 Every klng on earth has died with gIory.
non-Jewish people that decided to follow God. Every king has his own grave.

scepter A special stick. Kings and leaders carried scepters -
show they were rulers.

Sheol This is the place where all people go when they ditholy mountain, Zaphon Literally, “Zaphon.” This Hebrew
Usually this means the grave, but it can mean the place wh  word means “north, hidden” or “the heavenly mountain where
our spirits go. the Canaanite people believed their gods met together.”
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19 But you, evil king, have been thrown
from your grave.
You are like a branch cut from a tree.
That branch is cut and thrown away.
You are like a dead man that fell in battle
and other soldiers walked on him.
Now, you look like any other dead persor

You are wrapped in burial clothes.
Many other kings have died.

And they all have their own graves.
But you will not join them.
Why? Because you ruined your

own country.

You killed your own people.
Your children will not continue

to destroy like you did.
Your children will be stopped.

Prepare to kill his children.

Kill them because their father is guilty.
His children will never again

take control of the land.
They will never again

fill the world with their cities.

22The Lord All-Powerful said, “I will stand
and fight against those people. | will destrc
the famous city, Babylon. | will destroy all the
people of Babylon. I will destroy their
children, their grandchildren, and their grea
grandchildren.” The Lord himself said thos
things.

23The Lord said, “I will change Babylon. Tha
place will be for animals,not peoplg That
place will be a swamp. | will use the *broom ¢
destruction’ to sweep Babylon away.” The Lor
All-Powerful said those things.

20

21

God Will also Punish Assyria

24The Lord All-Powerful has made ¢
promise. The Lord said, “I promise, thes
things will happen exactly like | thought
These things will happen exactly the way
planned 23 will destroy the king of Assyria in
my country. | will tramplgwalk on)that king
on my mountains. That king made my peop
be his slaves; he put a yoke* on their neck

animals Literally, “porcupines.”

yoke A pole that was put on the shoulders of men or animals
help them carry or pull things. This often showed that a pers
was a slave.
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That pole will be taken off Judah’s neck. That
burden will be remove®®That is the thing |
plan to do for my people. And | will use my
arm(power)to punish all nations.”

2\When the Lord makes a plan, no person
can stop that plan. When the Lord raises his
arm to punish people, no person can stop him.

God's Message to Philistia

28This sad message was given the year
King Ahaz died.*

29Country of Philistia, you are very happy
because the king that beat you is now dead. But
you should not be really happy. It is true that
his rule has ended. But the king’s son will come
and rule. And it will be like one snake giving
birth to a more dangerous snake. This new king
will be like a very quick and dangerous snake
to you.3%But my poor people will be able to eat
safely. Their children will be safe. My poor
people will be able to lie down and feel safe.
But I will kill your family with hunger. And all
your people that are left will die.

31 You people near the city gates, cry!
You people in the city, cry out!
All of you people in Philistia
will be frightened.
Your courage will melt like hot wax.

Look to the north!
There is a cloud of dust!
/An army from Assyria is coming!
All the men in that army are strong!*
32 That army will send messengers
to their country;.
What will those messengers tell
their people?
They will announce:
_Philistia was defeated,
but the Lord made Zion* strong.
And his poor people went there
for safety.

year King Ahaz died About 7278.C.

All the men ... strong Or, “There are no stragglers in that
group.”

Zion The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built on.
Sometimes it means the people of God living in Jerusalem.
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God's Message to Moab

15 This is a sad message about Moab:*
One night, armies took the wealth
from Ar, Moab.
That night, the city was destroyed.
One night, armies took the wealth
from Kir, Moab.
That night, the city was destroyed.
2 The king’s family and the people
of Dibon*
are going to the places of worship*
tocry.
The people of Moab are crying
for Nebo* and Medeba.*

The people shaved their heads and beart 1

.to show they are sad
3 Everywhere in Moab,
on the housetops and in the streets,
people are wearing black clothes,
people are crying.
4 People in the cities Heshbon and Elealeh
are crying very loudly.
You can hear their voices far away
in the city Jahaz.
Even the soldiers are scared.
The soldiers are shaking from fear.

5 My heart cries with sorrow for Moab.
People are running for safety.
They run far away to Zoar.
They run to Eglath Shelishiyah.
The people are crying as they go up
the mountain road to Luhith.
The people are crying very loudly
as they walk on the road to Horonaim.
6 But Nimrim Brook is dry like a desert.
All the plants are dead.
Nothing is green.
7 So the people gather the things they own
.and they leave Moab

Moab A country east of Israel.
Dibon A city in the country Moab. This name is like a Hebrew
word meaning “to be very sad.”

ISAIAH 15:1-16:4

They carry those things,
and crossthe bordeyat Poplar Creek.*

Crying can be heard everywhere in Moab.
The people are crying
far away in the city Eglaim.
And the people are crying
in the city Beer Elim.*
The water of Dimon* s full of blood.
And | (the Lord)will bring
even more troubles to Dimon.
A few people living in Moab
have escaped the enemy.
But I will send lions to eat those people.

You people should send a gift to the
ing of the land. You should send a

lamb from Sela, through the desert, to the
mountain of the Daughter of Zion.*

The women of Moab* try to cross
the river Arnon.
They run from one place to another
looking for help.
They are like little birds lost
on the ground
after their nest has fallen from a tree.
They say,
“Help us! Tell us what to do!
Protect usfrom our enemigs
like shade protects us
from the noon sun.
We are running from our enemies.
Hide us! Don't give us to our enemies.”

Those people from Moab were forced
to leave their homes.

So let them live in your land.
Hide them/from their enemigs

The looting will stop.

The enemy will be defeated.

The men that hurt other people
will be gone from the land.

places of worship Or “high places,” places for worshiping God Poplar Creek A small stream in the country Moab, also called

or false gods. These places were usually on the hills a
mountains.

“Arabah Stream.”
Beer Elim A city in the country Moab.

Nebo A city in the country Moab and the name of a false god. Dimon  This is probably the city Dibon. Dimon is like the

Medeba A city in the country Moab. This name is like a
Hebrew word meaning “to be very sad.”

Hebrew word meaning “blood.”
Daughter of Zion  Another name for Jerusalem.
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5 Then a new king will come.
This king will be from David's family.*
He will be loyal.
He will be loving and kind.
This king will judge fairly.
He will do things that are right and good

12 The people of Moab will go to their
places of worship.*
The people will try to pray.
But they will see what happened,
and they will be too weak to pray.”

13The Lord said these things about Moab
We have heard that the people of Moalmany times4And now the Lord says, “In
are very proud and conceited. These peojthree years (the way a hired helper counts
are violent and they boast. But the boasts itime) all those people and the things they are
only empty words. proud of will be gone. There will be a few

7,The whole country of Moab will sufferpegple left, but there will not be many.”
because of that prideAll the people of Moab

will cry. The people will be sad—they will

want the things they had in the past. They w his is the sad message for Damascus.*

want the fig-cakes made in Kir Hareseth. The Lord savs these thinas will hanoen
8 The people will be sadecause the fields olty pamascus: g ’ PP

Heshbon and the vines of Sibmah are not a
to grow grapes. Foreign rulers have cut dov
the grapevines. Thenemy armies haye
spread far to the city of Jazer and into tt
desert. And they have spread down to the se

God’s Message to Aram

“Damascus is now a city.
But Damascus will be destroyed.
Only destroyed buildings will be left
in Damascus.
2 People will leave the cities of Aroer.*

A Sad Song about Moab Flocks of sheep will wander freely in
9 *I'will cry with the peopleof Jazer those empty towns;
and Sibmah There will be no person to bother them.

because the grapes have been destroy
| will cry with the people
of Heshbon and Elealeh
because there will be no harvest.
There will be no summer fruit.
And there will be no shouts of joy.
10 There will be no joy and singing
in Carmel.*
| will end the happiness at harvest time
The grapes are ready to become wine.
But they will all be wasted.
11 So, | am very sad for Moab.
| am very sad for Kir Heres.*
| am very, very sad for these cities.

The fort cities of Ephrairiisrael)
will be destroyed.
The government in Damascus
will be finished.
The same thing that happens to Israel,
will happen to Aram.*
All the important people
will be taken away.”

The Lord All-Powerful said those things
would happen.

At that time, Jacob'@israel’s) wealth
will all be gone.

Jacob will be like a man who was sick
and became weak and thin.

David's family The royal family of Judah. God promised that
men from David’s family would be kings in Judah.

Moab A country east of Israel.

Kir Hareseth A city in the country Moab.

Foreign rulers ... the sea Or, “These grapes made many
foreign rulers drunk. The vines spread far to the city Jazer eplaces of worship Places for worshiping God or false gods.
into the desert. The vines have spread down to the sea.” These places were usually on the hills and mountains.

Carmel A name that means, “God's vineyard.” There ar Damascus A city in the country of Aram (Syria).
several cities and a mountain in north Israel with this name. Aroer A place in the country of Aram (Syria).

Kir Heres  This is Kir Hareseth, a city in the country of Moab Aram A country north of Israel.

Kir Heres means “a city chosen to be destroyed.” Rephaim Valley A valley southwest of Jerusalem.

5That time will be like grain harvest in
Rephaim Valley.* The workers gather plants
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that grow in the field. Then they cut the heads « The people will be like chaff*

grain from the plants. And they collect the grain being chased by the wind.
6That time will also be like the time people The people will be like tumbleweeds*
harvest olives. People knock olives from oliv being chased by a storm.

trees. But a few olives are usually left at tf The wind blows and the weeds go far away.
top of the tree. Four or five olives are left o 14 That night, the people will be frightened.

some of the top branches. It will be the san Before morning, nothing will be left.
for those cities. The Lord All-Powerful saic So our enemies will get nothing.
those things. They will come to our land,

7At that time, people will look up t@Sod, but nothing will be there.
the One who made them. Their eyes will s¢ , -
the Holy One of IsraeBThe people will not God's Message to Ethiopia

trust the great things they have made. Thw18||§00,k at the land along the rivers of
will not go to the special gardens* and altars» thiopia.*  The land is filled with
they made for false gods insects; you can heatheir buzzing wings.
9At that time, all the fort cities will be 2That land sends people across the sea in ree
empty. Those cities will be like theboats*
mountains and the forests* in the land befo _Fast messengers, go to the people that are
the people of Israel camgn the past.all the tall and strong! (People in all places are afraid
people ran away because the people of 1sr,0f these tall and strong people. They are a
were coming,In the future, the country will POWerful nation. Their nation defeats other
be empty againt0This will happen because”.at'onsé They are in a country divided by
you have forgotten the God who saves yorlvers.) \Warn those people that something

You have not remembered that God is yoiad Will happen to themAll the peaple in the
place of safety. world will see this thing happen to that nation.

You brought some very good grapeVinEPeopIe will see this thing clearly like a flag

from farawav places. You can olant thosralsed on a mountain. All the people living on
grapevines, )kl)uR[ those plants wiIFI) not gromearth will hear about the thing that happens to

11You will plant your grapevines one day an these tall people. They will hear it clearly like

the noise from a horn before a battle.
try to make them grow. The next day th™", g :
plants will begin to grow. But at harvest time The Lord said, “| will be in the place

: . repared for me.* | will quietly watch these
you will go to gather the fruit from the plantsIO - :
and you will see that everything is dead. things happen#On a beautiful summer day,

: oo ‘at noon, people will be resting. (It will be
sickness will kill all the plants. during the hot harvest time when there is no

12 Listen to the many, many people! rain, but only early morning dew.) Then
They are crying loud like the noise something terrible will happen. The time will

from the sea. be after the flowers have bloomed. The new
Listen to the noise. grapes will be budding and growing. But

It is like the crashing before harvest, the enemy will come and cut

and crashing of waves in the sea.  the plants. The enemy will break the vines
13 And the people will be like those waves—

God will Spea,k harShly to the peOple’ chaff The seed coverings and stems separated from the seeds of
and they will run away. plants like wheat or barley. Farmers saved the seeds and let
the wind blow the useless chaff away.
tumbleweeds A small plant with short roots. When a strong
special gardens Gardens where people worshiped false gods.  wind blows, the plant is pulled loose and blown away.
altars These might be altars for burning incense or they mig Ethiopia Also called Cush, a country in Africa, by the Red Sea.
be altars for worshiping a special false god. reed boats These boats were made by tying many, many reeds
mountains and the forests This might mean “The Horite and  (a type of water plant) together.
Amorite people.” the place prepared for me Probably the temple in Jerusalem.
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and throw them awayThe vines will be left for their food, but it will be dry2All the
for the birds from the mountains and the wilpeople that make cloth will be very, very sad.
animals to eat. Birds will live on the vine:These people need flax* to make linefBtit
during the summer. And that winter, wilcthe river will be dry, and these plants will not
animals will eat the vines.” grow, 10The people that make dams to save
At that time, a special offering will bewater will have no work, so they will be sad.
brought to the Lord All-Powerful. The 11*The leaders of the city Zoan are fools.
offering will come from the people that ariPharaoh’s ‘wise advisers’ give wrong advice.
tall and strong. (People in all places are afreThose leaders say they are wise. They say
of these tall and strong people. They arethey are from the old family of the kings. But
powerful nation. Their nation defeats othethey are not wise like they think.”
nations. They are in a country divided b 12Egypt, where are your wise men? Those
rivers.) This offering will be brought to thewise men should learn what the Lord All-

Lord’s place, Mount Zion.* Powerful has planned for Egypt. They should
be the people to tell you what will happen.
God's Message to Egypt 13The leaders of Zoan have been fooled.

1 The sad message about Egypt: LooThe leaders of Noph have believed false
he Lord is coming on a fast cloud. Ththings. So the leaders lead Egypt the wrong
Lord will enter Egypt, and all the false gods (way. 14The Lord made the leaders confused.
Egypt will shakgqwith fear. Egypt was braye They wander and lead Egypt in the wrong
but that courage will melt away like hot wax. ways. Everything the leaders do is wrong.
2,God says,“l will cause the people of They are like drunk people rolling with
Egypt to fight against themselves. Men wisickness on the grountbThere is nothing the
fight their brothers. Neighbors will be againdeaders can do. (These leaders are “the heads
neighbors. Cities will be against cities. Statand the tails.” They are “the tops and the
will be against states.3The people of Egypt stalks of plants.”)*
will be confused. The people will ask thei 16At that time, the Egyptians will be like
false gods and wise men what they should (scared women. They will be afraid of the Lord
The people will ask their wizards aniAll-Powerful. The Lord will raise his arm to
magicians. But their advice will be worthless. punish the people, and they will be afraid.
4The Master, the Lord All-Powerful, says17The land of Judah will be a place for all the
‘I (God) will give Egypt to a hard master. Apeople in Egypt to fear. Any person in Egypt
powerful king will rule over the peopléThe that hears the name Judah will be scared. This
Nile River will become dry. The water will bewill happen because the Lord All-Powerful
gone from the se&All the rivers will smell has planned terrible things to happen to Egypt.
very bad.* The canals in Egypt will becom 18At that time, there will be five cities in Egypt
dry and the water will be gone. All the watewhere people speak the language of Canaan
plants will rot.7All the plants along the river (the Jewish languageDne of these cities will
banks will die and blow away. Even the planbe named “Destruction City.™
at the widest part of the river will be dead. The people will promise to follow the Lord
8The fishermen, all the people that catcAll-Powerful. 19At that time, there will be an
fish from the Nile River, will become sad analtar* for the Lord in the middle of Egypt. At
they will cry. They depend on the Nile Rivethe border of Egypt there will be a monument

flax A plant used to make linen.
Zion The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built (inen A type of cloth.
Sometimes it means the people of God living in Jerusalem. the heads and ... stalks of plants See Isa. 9:14-15.
States will be against states Literally, kingdom will be against Destruction City This name is like a name meaning “Sun
kingdom. This means Egyptians will fight other Egyptians. City.” This is probably the city On (Heliopolis).
smell very bad In Hebrew this is like a name for the Nile River. altar A stone table used for burning sacrifices as gifts to Godl.
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to show honor to the LordThis will be a sign Ethiopia.4The king of Assyria* will defeat
to show that the Lord All-Powerful doesEgypt and Ethiopia. Assyria will take
powerful things. Any time the people cry foprisoners and lead them away from their
help from the Lord, the Lord will send helpcountries. The old people and young people
The Lord will send a person to save and defewill be led without clothes and without shoes.
the people. That person will rescue the peofThey will be completely naked. The people
from other people that do wrong things to thenfrom Egypt will be shamedPeople looked to
21At that time, the people in Egypt will truly Ethiopia for help. Those people will be
know the Lord. The people of Egypt will lovebroken. People were amazed by Egypt's
God. The people will serve God and give marglory. Those people will be shamed.”
sacrifices.* They will make promises* to the 6Those people living near the sea will say,
Lord. And they will keep those promises. ~ “We trusted those countries to help us. We
22The Lord will punish the people ofran to them so they would rescue us from the
Egypt. And then the Lord will hegforgive) king of Assyria.* But look at them. Those
them, and they will come back to the Lorccountries have been captured, so how will we
The Lord will listen to their prayers and hezbe able to escape?”
(forgive)them. ,
23t that time, there will be a highway from God's Message to Babylon
Egypt to Assyria.* Then people from Assyriez The sad message about the Desert of
will go to Egypt, and people from Egypt will the Sea:

go to Assyria. Egypt will work with Assyria.* Something is coming from the desert.
247t that time, Israel, Assyria, and Egypt wil It is coming like wind blowing

join together and control the land. This will be from the Negev.*

blessing for the lanc>The Lord All-Powerful It is coming from a terrible country.

will bless these countries. He will say, “EQyp! 2 | have seen something very terrible

you are my people. Assyria, | made you. Isra that will happen.

I own you. You are all blessed!” | see traitors* turning against you.

| see people taking your wealth.
Assyria Will Defeat Egypt and Ethiopia beop 9y

205argon* was the king of Assyria.* Elam, go and fight against the people!
Sargon sent Tarton* to Ashdod fo figh ~ Media, put your armies around the city
against that city. Tarton went there an and defeatitt .
captured the city?At that time, the Lord | will end all the evil things in that city.
spoke through Isaiah son of Amoz. The Lor 3| saw those terrible things, and now | am

said, “Go, take the cloth of sadness off yoiscared. My stomach hurts because of my fear.
waist. Take your shoes off your feet.” IsaiaThat pain is like the pain of giving birth. The
obeyed the Lord. And Isaiah walked arounthings | hear make me very afraid. The things
without clothes and without shoes. | see make me shake with fediram worried

3Then the Lord said, “Isaiah has walkeand | am shaking from fear. My pleasant
around without clothes and without shoes fievening has become a night of fear.

three years. This is a sign for Egyptan _The people think everything is fine.

The people are saying,
sacrifices Gifts to God. Sometimes these were special kinds of “Prepare the table!
animals that were killed and burned on an altar. Eat and Drink!”

promises A special kind of promise to God. See Lev. 22:18-33
Assyria  This was a powerful nation northeast of Israel.
Egypt will work with Assyria  Or, Egypt will worship with  Desert of the Sea Probably Babylon.
Assyria. Negev The desert area south of Judah.
Sargon A king of Assyria. He was king about 721-76%. traitors  People that turn against their country, friends, or family
Tarton  An Assyrian military commander. and do bad things to them.
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(Atthe same time God’ Message to Arabia
the soldiers are saying, 13The sad message about Arabia.
“Post the guard! '
Officers, get up A caravan* from Dedan spent the night
and polish your shields! near some trees in Arabian desert.

14 They gave water to some thirsty travelers.
The people of Tema gave food
to some people that were traveling.
15" Those people were running from swords
that were ready to ill.
They were running from bows
that were ready to shoot.
They were running from a hard battle.

6My Master said to me, “Go find a man t
guard this city. He must report whatever I
sees/If the guard sees rows of horse soldiel
donkeys, or camels, the guard should list
carefully—very carefully.”

8 Then one day, the guard called out tt
warning, “Lion!"  The guard saigl;My Master,
every day | have been in the watchtowe
watching. Every night | have been standing a  16The Lord, my Master, told me those
guarding, but ..%Look! They are coming! | seethings would happen. The Lord said, “In one

rows of men and horse soldiers.” year, (the way a hired helper counts time) all
Then a messengesaid, Kedar's* glory will be gonel7At that time,
only a few of the archers,* the great soldiers
“Babylon has been defeatgd. of Kedar, will be left alive.” The Lord, the
Babylon has fallen to the ground.  God of Israel, told me those things.
All the statues of her false gods
have been thrown to the ground God's Message to Jerusalem
and have broken to pieces. 2 The sad message about the Valley of
10]saiah said,“My people, | have told you Vision:*

everything that | heard from the Lord All-
Powerful, the God of Israel. You will be
crushed like grain on a threshing floor.*

What is wrong with you people?
Why are you hiding on your housetops?

) _ :
God's Message to Edom |n the past,this city was a very busy city.

. This city was very noisy—
11The sad message about Dumah. and very happy.
Someone called me from S¢tdom) \But now, things have changgd.
He said, Your people have been killed—
“Guard, how much of the night is left? but not with swords.
How much longer will it be night!” The people died—

but not while fighting.
3 All of your leaders ran away together.
But they have all been captured—
and without bows.
All the leaders ran far away together.
But they have been captured.

12 The guard answered,
“Morning is coming,
But then night will come again.
If you have something to ask,
then come back* and ask.”

watchtower A tall building where guards stood and watched t
see if anyone was coming near their city. caravan A group of traders and their animals that carry wealth
threshing floor A place where grain is walked on to remove th  from one place to another.
hulls from the grain. Kedar's A country east of Israel.
Dumah Edom. This Hebrew word means “silence” oiarchers Soldiers that use bows and arrows in war.
“destruction.” Valley of Vision This probably means one of the valleys near
come back This can also mean “change your heart, repent.” Jerusalem.
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4 Solsay, 14The Lord All-Powerful said these things to
“Don’t look at me! me and | heard it with my ears: “You are guilty
Let me cry! of doing wrong things. And | promise, you will
Don't rush to comfort me about die before this guilt is forgiven.” My Master,
the destruction of Jerusalem.” the Lord All-Powerful said those things.
SThe Lord has chosen a special day. C God's Message to Shebna

that day there will be riots and confusior 15My Master, the Lord All-Powerful, told

People will trample(walk on)each other in g thase things: “Go to that servant Shebna.
the Valley of Vision.* The city walls will be T4t servant is the palace managéiAsk
pulled down. The people in the valley will by, servani,'What are you doing here? Is

shouting at the people in the city on thany person from your family buried here?
mountain.6The horse soldiers from Elam WI||Why are you making a grave here?”

take their bags of arrows and ride to battl Isaiah said, “Look at this man! He is
The people from Kir will make noise Withymaking his grave in a high place. This man is
special valley. The valley will be filled with ~17-18\jan, the Lord will crush you. The
chariots.” Horse soldiers will be put in fron'_orq will roll you into ,a smal ball and throw
of the city gates®At that time, the people of yoy far away into the open arms of another
Judah will want to use the Weapons they ke‘Country. And there you will die.”
at the Forest Palace.* The Lord said, “You are very proud of
The enemy will pull down the wallsyoyr chariots.* But in that faraway land your
protecting Judar-11The walls of the City of new ruler will have better chariots. And your
David will begin to crack, and you will se€chariots will not look important in his palace.
those cracks. So, you will count the house19 will force you out of your important job

and you will use stones from the houses 1o ihere. Your new leader will take you away
the walls. You will make a place between thirom your important job20At that time, | will

double walls for saving water from the olicall for my servant, Eliakim son of Hilkiah.
stream, and you will save the water. 21| will take your robe and put it on that

You will do all this to protect yourselves.servant. | will give him your scepter.* | will
But you will not trust the God who made algive him the important job you have. That
these things. You will not see the Of@od) servant will be like a father to the people of
who made all these things long ago. Jerusalem and Judah’s family.

1250, my Master, the Lord All-Powerful, 22| will put the key to David’s house
will tell the people to cry and be sddr their around that man's neck. If he opens a door,
dead friends People will shave their head:that door will stay opened. No person will be
and wear clothes of sadness. able to close it. If he closes a door, that door

13But look! The people are happy now. Thwill stay closed. No person will be able to open
people are rejoicingThe people are sayipng it. That servant will be like a very honored

- chair in his father's hous@3l will make him
K”\l/\t/gev\ﬁﬁtgeel :g‘rgttge sheep. strong like a nail that is hammered into a very
Eat vour food and drink , strong board?4All the honored and important
your food and drink the wine. things of his father's h ilh hi
Eat and drink because tomorrow we die; o> o 1S atners fiouse will hang on nim.
All the adults and little children will depend on
him. Those people will be like small dishes and

Valley of Vision This probably means the valley nearlarge water bottles hanging on him.
Jerusalem.

chariots  Small wagons used for war.

Forest Palace Or, Beth HaYaar, a city built by Solomon for scepter A special stick. Kings and leaders carried scepters to
storing his weapons and wealth. show they were rulers.
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25'At that time, the nai(Shebnalhat is now
hammered into a very strong board will becon
weak and it will break. That nail will fall to the
ground and all the things hanging on that ni
will be destroyed. Then everything | said in th
message will happen.” (Those things wi
happen because the Lord said them.)
2 The sad message about Tyre: You shi

rom Tarshish,* be sad! Your harbo

has been destroyed. (The people on the
ships were told this news while on their we
from the land of Kittim.)*

2You people living near the sea should st
and be sad. Tyre was the “Merchant* ¢
Sidon.” That city by the sea sent businessm
across the seas, and those men filled you w
riches.3Those men traveled the seas lookir
for grain. Those men from Tyre bought th
grain that grows near the Nile River, and the
sold the grain to other nations.

4Sidon, you should be very sad. Why

Because now the Sea, and the Fort of ti
Sea* say:

God's Message To Lebanon

| have no children.
| have not felt the pain of birth.
| have not given birth to children.
| have not raised young men and wome
Egypt will hear the news about Tyre.
This news will make Egypt hurt
with sorrow.
You ships should return to Tarshish.*
You people living near the sea
should be sad.
In the past, you enjoyed the city of Tyre.
That city has been growing
since the beginning.
People from that city have traveled
far away to live.

ships from Tarshish This is probably a special type of cargo
ship.
Kittim  This could be the island of Cyprus or the island of Cret:

8  The city of Tyre has produced many leaders.

Businessmen from that city are like princes.
The people that buy and sell things
are honored everywhere.
So who made plans against Tyre?
It was the Lord All-Powerful.
He decided to make them not important.
You ships from Tarshish should go back
to your country.
Cross the sea like it is a small river.
No person will stop you now.
The Lord has stretched his arm
over the sea.
The Lord is gathering kingdoms
to fight against Tyre.
The Lord commands Canaan*
to destroy Tyre,
her place of safety.
The Lord says,
“Virgin Daughter of Sidon,*
you will be destroyed.
You will not rejoice any more.”
But the people of Tyre say,
“Cyprus* will help us!”
But if you cross the sea to Cyprus,
you will not find a place to rest.
13, So the people of Tyre sy,
“The people of Babylon will help us!”
But look at the land of the Chaldeans!*
Babylon is not a country now.
Assyria* attacked Babylon and built war
towers around it.
The soldiers took everything from
the beautiful houses.
Assyria made Babylon
a place for wild animals.
They changed Babylon
into a place of ruins.
14 So, be sad, you ships from Tarshish.*
Your place of safetyTyre)
will be destroyed.

10

11

Merchant A businessman who buys and sells things for Canaan The land where the Canaanite people lived. This

living.
Fort of the Sea Another name for the city Tyre.

includes part of Israel, Lebanon, and Syria.

Virgin Daughter of Sidon  The city Sidon.

Tarshish A city far away from Israel, probably in Spain.Cyprus Literally, “Kittim.” This could also mean “Crete.”
Tarshish was famous for its large ships that sailed tiChaldeans The people of the land of Babylon.

Mediterranean Sea.

Assyria  This was a powerful nation northeast of Israel.
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15People will forget about Tyre for 70but those people broke their agreement with
years. (That is, about the length of a certaGod.6The people living in this land are guilty
king's rule.) After 70 years, Tyre will be likeof doing wrong. So God promised to destroy
the prostitute* in this song: the land. The people will be punished. Only a
few people will survive.

The grapevines are dying. The new wine
is bad. In the past, people were happy. But
Sina vour sona often now those people are sadReople have

T gy " gl i ) stopped showing their joy. All the happy
€n mayhe peopie Will FEmember YoU. - sounds have stopped. The happy music from
17After 70 years, the Lord will review the drums and harps has end#eople don't
Tyre's case, and he will give her a decisioising happy songs while they drink their wine.
Tyre will again have trade. Tyre will be like eThe beer now tastes bitter to the person
prostitute* for all the nations on eartfBut drinking it.
Tyre will not keep the money she earn: _10‘Total C_OI’]fUSiOﬂ" is a good name for this
Tyre’s profit from her trade will be saved focCity. The city has been destroyed. People
the Lord. Tyre will give that profit to the can't enter the houses. The doors are blocked.
people that serve the Lord. So the Lordt!People still ask for wine in the market
servants will eat until they are full, and theplaces. But all the happiness is gone. Joy has

16 Oh woman that men forgot,
take your harp and walk through the city
Play your song well.

will wear nice clothes. been carried far away?Only destruction is
left for the city. Even the gates are crushed.
God Will Punish Israel 13 At harvest time, people knock olives
2 Look! The Lord will destroy this land. from olive trees.
The Lord will completely clean But, a few olives are left in the trees.
everything from the land. The Lord will force It will be like that in this land
the people to go far away. among the nations.
2At that time, the common people and th 14 The people that are left will
priests will be the same. Slaves and mastt begin shouting.
will be the same. Women slaves and the They will be louder than the noise
women masters will be the same. The buye from the ocean.
and sellers will be the same. The people tr They will be happy because of
borrow and the people that lend will be th the Lord’s greatness.
same. The bankers and the people that o 15 Those people will say,
the bank will be the sam@All the people will “People in the east, praise the Lord!
be forced out of the land. The wealth will al People in faraway lands,
be taken. This will happen because the Lo praise the name
commanded it4The country will be empty of the Lord God of Israel.”
and sad. The world will be empty and weal 16 We will hear songs of praise for God from
The great leaders of the people in this lar every place on earth.
will become weak. These songs will praise the Good God.
5The people on the land have made the la But | say;
dirty. How did this happef The people did “Enough! | have had enough!
wrong things against God'’s teaching. Th The things | see are terrible.
people did not obey God’s laws. The peop Traitors* are turning against people
made an agreement with God a long time a¢ and hurting them.

prostitute A woman that sells her body for sex. Sometimes th Traitors ~ People that turn against their country, friends, or
also means a person that stops following God. family and do bad things to them.
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17 I see danger for the people living
in this land.
| seq fear, holes, and traps for them.
18 People will hear about danger
and they will be scared.
Some of the people will run away.
But they will fall into holes
and be trapped.
Some of those people
will climb out of the holes,
but they will be caught in another trap.’
The flood gates in the sky above will opel
.and the floods will begin
The foundations of the earth will shake.
There will be earthquakes.
And the earth will split open.
The sins of the world are very heavy.
So the earth will fall under that weight.
The earth will shake like an old house.
The earth will fall like a drunk person.
The earth will not be able to continue

19

20

21 At that time, the Lord will judge

the heavenly armies in heaven

and the earthly kings on earth.
Many people will be gathered together.
Some of them have been locked in the Pi
Some of them have been in prison.*

But finally, after much time,

they will be judged.

The Lord will rule as king

on Mount Zion* in Jerusalem.
His Glory* will be before the elders.*
(His Glory will be so bright that

the moon will be embarrassed,

the sun will be ashamed.

22

23

A Song of Praise to God
Lord, you are my God.
| honor you and praise your name.
You have done amazing things.

2

Pit ... prison  This is probably “Sheol,” the grave.
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The words you said long ago
are completely true.
Everything has happened
exactly as you said it would.
2 You have destroyed the city.
It was a city protected by strong walls.
But now it is only a pile of rocks.
The foreign palace has been destroyed.
It will never be built again.

3 People from powerful nations
will honor you.
Powerful people from strong cities
will fear you.
4 Lord, you are a safe place
for poor people that have needs.
Many problems begin to defeat
these people,
but you protect them.
.Lord, you are like a house
protecting people
from floods and heat.
Troubles are like terrible winds and rain.
The rain hits the wall and runs down,
but the people in the house are not hurt.

The enemy shouts and makes noise.
The terrible enemy shouts challenges.
But you, God, will stop them.
In the desert during the summer
_plants wilt and fall to the ground
In the same way, you will defeat the enemy
and force them to their knees.
Thick clouds stop the summer heat.
In the same way, you will stop the shouts
of the terrible enemy.

God's Banquet for His Servants

6At that time, the Lord All-Powerful will
give a feast for all the people on this mountain.
At the feast, there will be the best foods and
wines. The meat will be tender and good.

’But now, there is a veil* covering all
nations and people. This veil is called,

Zion The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built c;;{jeath-” 8But death will be deStroyed

Sometimes it means the people of God living in Jerusalem.

His Glory The “Glory of the Lord,” one of the forms God uset
when he appeared to people. It was like a bright shining lig
See Ex. 40:34-36.

forever.* And the Lord my Master will wipe

veil A piece of cloth used to cover a person's face.

elders Older men that were city leaders; they helped maldeath will be destroyed forever This can also be translated,

decisions for the people.

“death will be swallowed in victory.”
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away every tear from every fagin the past,
all of his people were sad. But God will tak
away that sadness from the earth. All of th
will happen because the Lord said it would.

ol

9 Atthat time, people will say,
“Here is our God!
He is the One we have been waiting for
He has come to save us.
We have been waiting for our Lord. !
So we will rejoice and be happy
when the Lord saves us.”
10 The Lord’s power is on this mountain.
And Moab* will be defeated.
The Lord will ramplg\walk on)the enemy.
It will be like walking on straw
in a pile of waste.
11 The Lord will spread his arms
like a person that is swimming.
Then the Lord will gather 9
all the things the people are proud of.
The Lord will gather
all the beautiful things they made.
And he will throw those things away.
12 The Lord will destroy the people’s
high walls and safe places. 10
The Lord will throw them down
into the dust on the ground.

A Song of Praise to God

At that time, people will sing this song
in Judah: 11

_The Lord gives us our salvation.
We have a strong city.
Our city has strong walls and defenses
2 QOpen the gates
and the good people will enter.
Those people obey God's good teaching 1,

2

3 Lord, you give true peace
to people who depend on you,
to people who trust you.

4 So, trust the Lord always. 13
Why? Because in the Lord Yah,* you
have a place of safety forever!

ISAIAH 25:9-26:13

But the Lord will destroy the proud city.
And he will punish the people
living there.
The Lord will throw that high city down
to the ground.
It will fall into the dust.
Then poor and humble people will walk
on those ruins.

Honesty is the way of living for
good people.
Good people follow the way
that is straight and true.
And God, you make that way smooth
and easy to follow.
But Lord, we are waiting for your
way of justice.
Our souls want to remember
you and your name.
My soul wants to be with you at night.
And the spirit in me wants to be with you
at the dawning of every new day.
When your way of justice comes
to the land,
people will learn the right way of living.
An evil person will not learn to do good
if you show him only kindness.
An evil person will do bad things,
even if he lives in a good world.
That evil person might never see
the Lord’s greatness.
But Lord, get ready to punish those people.
Surely they will see it, won't they?
Lord, show the evil people the strong love*
that you have for your people.
Surely the evil people will be ashamed.
Surely your enemies will be burned
in their own fire(evil).
Lord, you have succeeded in doing
all the things that we tried to do.
So give us peace.

God Will Give New Life to His People

Lord, you are our God.
But in the past, we followed other lords.*

strong love This Hebrew word means strong feelings like love,

Moab Or “the enemy.” This name is like a Hebrew worc
meaning, “enemy.”
Lord Yah Or, “YAH YAHWEH,” @ Hebrew name for God.

hate, anger, zeal, or jealousy.
lords The Hebrew word can mean “husbands, lords,” or “Baals"
(false gods that the Canaanite people worshiped).
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We belonged to other masters.

But now we want people to remember

only one name, your name!
14 Those deaglords*, will not come to life.
Those ghosts will not rise from death.
You decided to destroy them.
And you destroyed everything that
makes us think about them.
15 You have helped the nation you love.
You stopped other people
from defeating that nation.*
16 Lord, people remember you
when they are in trouble.
People say quiet prayers to you
when you punish them.
17 Lord, when we are not with you,
we are like a woman
giving birth to a baby.
She cries with birth pains.
18 In the same way, we have pain.
We give birth, but only to wind.
We don't make new people
for the world.
We don't bring salvation to the land.
19 But the Lord says,
“Your people have died,
but they will live again.
The bodies of my people
will rise from death.
Dead people in the ground,
stand and be happy!
The dew covering you is like
the dew sparkling in the light
of a new day.
It shows a new time is coming
when the earth
will give up the dead people
that are init.”

Judgment: Reward or Punishment
20 My people, go into your rooms.

Lock your doors.
Hide in your rooms for a short time.
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21 The Lord will leave his place*
to judge the people of the world
for the bad things they have done.
The earth will show the blood
of the people that have been killed.
The earth will not cover the dead people
any more.

2 7 At that time, the Lord will judge
Le

viathan,* the crooked snake.

The Lord will use his great sword,
his hard and powerful sword, to punish
Leviathan, the coiled snake.

The Lord will kill
the large creature in the sea.*

2 At that time, people will sing

about the pleasant vineyard.*

3 “, the Lord, will care for that garden.
| will water the garden at the right time.
| will guard that garden day and night.
No one will hurt that garden.
4 ]am not angry.
But if there is war and someone builds
a wall of thorn bushes,*
then | will march to it and burn it.
5> Butif any person comes to me for safety
and wants to make peace with me,
then let him come,
and make peace with me.
6 People will comgto me.
Those people will help Jacob
0 be strong
like a plant with good roots.
Those people will cause Israel to grow
like a plant beginning to bloom.
Then the land will be filled
with the children of Isragl
like fruit from plants.”

his place Probably the temple in Jerusalem.

Leviathan The Dragon, or giant snake. Some ancient stories
say the Dragon was an enemy of God.

large creature in the sea This is probably Rahab. Some ancient

lords  The Hebrew word can mean “husbands, lords,” or “Baal  stories tell of Rahab fighting with God.
(false gods that the Canaanite people worshiped). vineyard A garden for growing grapes.

You have helped ... nation. Or, “You gathered together the a wall of thorn bushes Literally, “thorns and thistles.” Farmers
nation you love, the nation that you drove away into farawi  planted walls of thorn bushes around vineyards to protect
lands.” them from animals. See Isa. 5:5.

Hide until God’s anger is finished.
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people will bow down before the Lord on that

God Will Send Israel Away

ISAIAH 27:7-28:8

7How will the Lord punish his people? Inholy mountain.

the pastenemies hurt the people. Will the
Lord hurt them that same wayfn the past
many people were killed. Will the Lord do the
same thing and kill many people?*

8The Lord will settle his argument with
Israel by sending her far away. The Lord wi
speak harshly to Israel. His words will buri
like the hot desert wind.

9How will Jacob’s guilt be forgiven? What
will happen so his sins can be taken awa
.These things will happgnThe rocks of the
altar will be crushed to dust; the statues* ar
altars* for worshiping false gods will all be
destroyed.

10At that time, the great city will be
empty—it will be like a desert. All the people
will be gone—they will run away. That city
will be like an open pasture. Young cattle wil
eat grass there. The cattle will eat leaves frc
the branches of the vine&iThe vines will
become dry. And the branches will break of
Women will use those branches for firewood

The people refuse to understand. So Gc
their Maker, will not comfort them. Their
Maker will not be kind to them.

12At that time, the Lord will begin
separating his people from others. He wi
begin at the Euphrates River.* The Lord wil
gather all his people from the Euphrates Riv
to the River of Egypt.*

You people of Israel will be gatherec
together one by oné3Many of my people are
now lost in Assyria.* Some of my people
have run away to Egypt. But at that time,

Warnings to North Israel

Look at Samaria!
The drunk people of Ephraim
are proud of that city.
That city sits on a hill
with a rich valley around it.
The people of Samaria think their city
is a beautiful crown of flowers.
But they are drunk with wine.
And this “Beautiful Crown”
is just a dying plant.

Look, my Master has a person
that is strong and brave.
That person will come into the country
like a storm of hail and rain.
He will come like a storm
into the country.
He will be like a powerful river of water
flooding the country.
He will throw that crowr{Samaria)
down to the ground.
The drunk people of Ephraim are proud of
their “Beautiful Crown.”
But that city will be walked on.
That city sits on a hill
with a rich valley around it.
And that “Beautiful Crown of Flowers”
is just a dying plant.
That city will be like the first figs
of summer.
When a person sees one of those figs,
he quickly picks it and eats it.

great trumpet will be blown. And all those SAt that time, the Lord All-Powerful will

people will come back to Jerusalem. Tho:become the “Beautiful Crown.” He will be the
“Wonderful Crown of Flowers” for his people
How ... people Or, “Israel was not hurt as badly as the enem)that arg leftSThen the LOI’d will give wisdom
who tried to hurt it. Not as many of its people were killed a0 the judges that rule his people. The Lord
”Wefe tlzolse Vzh? t”edft? lkl" the(;n-;ht — will give strength to the people in battles at the
statues ldols, statues or false gods that peopie worshipea. H 7
altar(s) A stone table used for burning sacrifices as gifts to‘l\’_lty ga;es. But now those leaders are drun.k'
God. he priests and prophets are all drunk with
separating his people ... Euphrates River Literally, “He will wine and beer. They stumble and fall down.
begin threshing at the stream of the river.” This Hebrew wor he prophets are drunk when they see their
for stream is like the word meaning “head of grain.” dreams. The judges are drunk when they make
Euphrates River to the River of Egypt These are the borders their décisionsSEvery table is covered with

of the land God promised to give to Israel. . !
Assyria  This was a powerful nation northeast of Israel. vomit. There is not a clean place anywhere.
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God Wants to Help His People in the ground in Zion.* This will be a very

9The Lord is trying to teach a lesson to ttPrecious stone.* Everything will be built on this
people. The Lord is trying to make the peopVery important rock. Any person that trugts
understand his teachings. But the people «hat rockwill not be disappointed.
like little babies. They are like babies the " People usea measuring line with a
were at their mother's breast only a very shc¢Veight;to show a wall is straight. In the same
time ago.19So the Lord speaks to them likWay;, | will use justice and goodnege show

i what is right
they are babigs “You evil people are trying to hide behind
Saw lasaw saw lasaw your lies and tricks. Butyou will be
Qaw lagaw gaw lagaw punished. It will be likea storm or a flood is
Ze'er sham ze'er sham.* coming to destroy your hiding placé§Your

. _ agreement with death will be erased. Your

L1The Lord will use this strange way o contract with Sheol* will not help you.
talking and he will use other languages * “Some person will come and punish you.
speak to these people. He will make you like the dirt he walks on.

12n the past God spoke to those peopli9That person will come and take you away.
and he said, “Here is a resting place. This Your punishment will be terrible. Your
the peaceful place. Let the tired people corpunishment will come early in the morning,
and rest. This is the place of peace.” and it will continue late into the night.

But the people did not want to listen t- 20Then you will understand this story: A
God. 13So the words from God were like iman tried to sleep on a bed that was too short

foreign language:* for him. And he had a blanket that was not
wide enough to cover himThe bed and
Saw lasaw saw lasaw. blanket were useless, and so were your
Qaw lagaw gaw lagaw. agreements’
Ze'er sham ze'er sham.™ 21The Lord will fight like he did at Mount

Perazim. The Lord will be angry like he was

The people did like they wanted to do. £y Giheqn Valley.* Then the Lord will do the
the people fell back and were defeated. Tthings he must do. The Lord will do some

people were trapped and captured. strange things. But he will finish his work.
, His work is a stranger’s joB2Now, you must
No One Escapes God's Judgment not fight against those things. If you do, the

14You leaders in Jerusalem should listen ropes around you will become tighter.
the Lord’s message. But now you refuse  The words | heard will not change. Those
listen to him.15You people say, “We havewords came from the Lord All-Powerful, the
made an agreement with death. We haveruler of all the earth. And those things will
contract with Sheolthe place of deathSo be done.
we will not be punished. Punishment will pas _ ,
us without hurting us. We will hide behind ou The Lord Punishes Fairly
tricks and lies.” 23 isten closely to the message | am telling
16Because of those things, the Lord myou. 24Does a farmer plow his field all the
Master says, “I will put a rock—a cornerstone-

Zion The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built on.
Sometimes it means the people of God living in Jerusalem.
Saw lasaw ... ze'er sham This is probably a Hebrew song tovery precious stone This also means a stone has been tested
teach little children how to write. It sounds like baby talk or  and shown that it has no cracks.
foreign language, but it can also be translated, “A commaSheol This is the place where all people go when they die.
here, a command there. A rule here, a rule there. A less  Usually this means the grave, but it can mean the place where
here, a lesson there.” our spirits go.
foreign language Or, “gibberish” or “baby talk.” Mount Perazim ... Gibeon Valley See 1 Chron. 14:8-17.
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time? No! Does he work the soil all the timeLord All-Powerful punished you with

No! 25A farmer prepares the ground, and theearthquakes, thunder, and loud noises. There

he plants the seed. A farmer plants differe were storms, strong winds, and fire that burned

kinds of seeds different ways. A farmer scatteand destroyed’Many, many nations fought

dill seeds. A farmer throws cummin seeds cagainst Ariel.* It has been like a terrible dream

the ground. And a farmer plants wheat in rowin the night. Armies have surrounded Ariel

A farmer plants barley in its special place, arand punished hefBut it will also be like a

he plants spelt* seeds at the edge of his field.dream to those armies. They will not get what
260ur God is using this to teach you they want. It will be like a hungry man

lesson. This examplgshows us that God isdreaming about food. When the man wakes

fair when he punishes his peop@Does a up, he is still hungry. It will be like a thirsty

farmer use large boards with sharp teeth man dreaming about water. When the man

crush dill seeds? No! Does a farmer usewakes up, he is still thirsty.

wagon to crush cummin seeds? No! A farm -

uses a small stick to break the hulls fror Theaslfatrr?g rﬁt;t?gnlg true about

these seeds of grain.

fighting against Zion.*
“Ahen a woman makes bread, she wor — yaqe nations will not get the things
and presses the dough with her hands, but that they want.

does not do this forever. The Lord punishe ¢ g, surprised and amazed!

his people in the same way. He will scar You will become drunk—
them with the wagon wheel, but he will no but not from wine

crush them completely. He will not allow Look and be amazedl'

many horses* to trampléwalk on)them. You will stumble ahd fall—
29This lesson comes from the Lord All- but not from beer
Powerful. The Lord gives wonderful advice 10 Thea [ ord will make yoiJ sleepy.
God is truly wise. The Lord will close your eyes.

(The prophets are your eyes.)
The Lord will cover your heads.

2 God says,‘Look at Ariel!* Ariel, the (The prophets are your heads.)

~Jcity where David camped. Her a1 e you these things will happen, but
holidays have continued year after yedr. youlLdon’t %/Jnderstand meg My wogcg)e like
have punished Ariel. That city has been fillene yorgs in a book that is closed and sealed.*
with sadness and crying. But she has aWaygy can give the book to a person that can
been my Ariel 'l have put armies all aroundeaq and tell that person to read the book. But
you, Ariel. I raised war towers against yOlhat person will say, “ can't read the book. It
*You were defeated andpulled to the js closed and | can’t open it220r you can
ground. Now, | hear your voice rising from give the hook to a person that can't read, and

the ground like the voice of a ghost. Youte|| that person to read the book. That person
words come like a quiet voice from the dirt.” || say, “l can't read the book because |

SThere are many strangers there— like Ve 4on't know how to read.”

small pieces of dust. There are many cru 13My Master says, “These people say they
people—like chaff* blowing in the windThe  ove me, They show honor to me with words

from their mouths. But their hearts are far
spelt A type of grain, from me. The honor they show me is nothing

horses This word also means “horse soldiers.”

Ariel A name for the altar at the temple in Jerusalem. Th
name means “hearth” or “fireplace.” Zion The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built on.

chaff The seed coverings and stems separated from the seed ~ Sometimes it means the people of God living in Jerusalem.
plants like wheat or barley. Farmers saved the seeds andsealed A piece of clay or wax was put on the closed book to
the wind blow the useless chaff away. show the book should not be opened.

God's Love for Jerusalem



ISAIAH 29:14-30:10 806

but human rules they have memorizétko | Israel Should Trust God, Not Egypt
will continue to amaze these people by doir3 OP]G Lord said, “Look at these children.
powerful and amazing things. Their wise me hey don't obey me. They make plans,
will lose their wisdom. Their wise men willbut they don’t ask me to help them. They
not be able to understand.” make agreements with other nations, but my
15Those people try to hide things from thSpirit does not want those agreements. These
Lord. They think the Lord will not understangP€ople are adding more and more sins to
Those people do their evil things in darknesinemselves#These children are going down
Those people tell themselves. “No person ct0 EYPt for help, but they did not ask me if

see us. No person will know who we are.” that was the right thing to do. They hope they

16You are confused. You think the clay i%g;&iossyoigc? %’héﬁ Pharaoh.* They want

equal to the potter.* You think that somethin "3yt | tell you, hiding in Egypt will not

made can tell the person that made it, “Ychelp you. Egypt will not be able to protect
did not make me!” This is like a pot telllng Itfyou_ 4Your leaders have gone to Zoan* and

maker, “You don't understand.” your ambassadors have gone to HaneBut
. . they will be disappointed. They are depending
A Better Time Is Coming on a nation that can’t help them. Egypt is

17This is the truth: After a short time useless—Egypt will give no help. Egypt will
Lebanon will have rich soil like Mountcause only shame and embarrassment.”
Carmel.* And Mount Carmel will be like a

thick forest.18The deaf will hear the words in 6Th GdOd’S Messagetg)Judaki: imals in h
the book. The blind will see through th The sad message about the animals in the

: Negev:*
darkness alndgogl.gTheﬂl;ord il makel the_ The Negev is a dangerous place. This land
poor people happy. Ihe poor people Wiis 1 of lions, and adders,* and fast snakes.*

rejoice in the Holy One of Israel. But some people are traveling through the
20This will happen when the mean anNegev—they are going to EgypfThose
cruel people are finished. It will happen whepeople have put their wealth on the backs of
those people that enjoy doing bad things ¢donkeys. Those people have put their treasure
gone.2(Those people lie about good peoplon the backs of cameldhis means thathe
They try to trap people in court. They try tpeople are depending on a nation that cannot
destroy innocent people.) help. "That useless nation is Egypt. Egypt's
2280 the Lord speaks to Jacob’s familhelp will be worth nothing. So I call Egypt the
(This is the Lord that made Abraham free Dg-Nothlng Dragon.”
The Lord says, “Now Jacofihe people of Now write this on a sign so all people can

Israel) will not be embarrassed and ashametsrﬁﬁ ';' fﬁrn?ht\alvlrggt tg‘f;”%g%ﬁ b\g/;g? %gf?ﬁ
23He will see all his children, and he will say 9> O ys ’
. ) -the future:
my name is holy. | made these children wil ' _
my hands. And these children will say that tt  9These people are like children that
Holy One (God) of Jacob is very special. Tefuse to obeytheir parents They lie
These children will respect the God of Israe  @nd hrefuscfo_lg?] Ilste|r|1 tho the Lhord S
24Many of these people did not understand,  t€achings2°They tell the prophets,
they did wrong things. These people did n
understand, but they will learn their lesson.” Pharaoh Atitle for the kings of Egypt.
Zoan A city in the country Egypt.
Hanes A city in the country Egypt.
potter A worker that makes things from clay. Negev The desert area south of Judah.
Mount Carmel A hill in north Israel very good for growing adders Very poisonous snakes.
plants. This name means “God’s vineyard.” fast snakes Literally, “flying snakes.”
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“Don’t see dreams* about things we God Will Help His People

should do! Don't tell us the truth! Say  20In the past,my Master(God) gave you

nice things to us and make us feel good! sorrow and hurt—it was like the bread and
See only good things for udlStop  water you ate every day. But God is your
seeing things that will really happen! Get teacher, and he will not continue to hide from
out of our way! Stop telling us about the you. You will see your teacher with your own

Holy One of Israel.” eyes.2IThen, if you do wrong and gfive)
, the wrong way(to the right or to the leff)you
Judah's Help Comes Only from God will hear a voice behind you saying, “This is

12The Holy Ong(God) of Israel says, “You the right way. You should go this way!”
people have refused to accept this messeé 22You have statues covered with silver and
from the Lord. You people want to depend cgold. Those false gods have made you dirty
fighting and lies to help yod3You are guilty (sinful). But you will stop serving those false
of these things so you are like a tall wall witgods. You will throw away those gods like
cracks in it. That wall will fall and break intowaste and dirty rags.*
small piecest4You will be like a large clay jar ~ 23At that time, the Lord will send rain for
that breaks and becomes many, many smyou. You will plant seeds in the ground, and
pieces. Those pieces are useless. You can't the ground will grow food for you. You will
those pieces to get a hot coal from the fire have a very large harvest. You will have
to get water from a pool in the ground.” plenty of food in the fields for your animals.

15The Lord my Master, the Holy One ofThere will be large fields for your sheep.
Israel, says, “If you come back to me you wi24Your cattle and donkeys will have all the
be saved. The only strength you have wifood they need. There will be very much
come if you trust me. But you must be calm.food. You will have to use shovels and

But you don’t want to do tha6You say, pitchforks* to spread all the food* for your
“NO, we need horses to run away on!” That animals to eat25Every mountam and hill W|”
true—you will run away on horses. But thihave streams filled with water. These things
enemy will chase you. And the enemy will pWill happen after many people are killed and
faster than your horse$’One enemy will th(-,;towers are pulled down. .
make threats and a thousand of your men w_ 2°At that time, the light from the moon will
run away. Five enemies will make threats o0€ bright like the sun. The light from the sun

all of you will run from them. The only thing "ill b seven times brighter than now. The
that will be left of your army will be a light from the sun in one day will be like a
flagpole on a hil. full week. These things will happen when the

18The Lord wants to show his mercy y(Lord bandages his broken people and heals

S the hurts from their beatings.
you. The Lord is waiting. The Lord wants t" ™, ) : .
fise and comfort you. The Lord God is fair, - -00k! The Lord’s Name is coming from

- far away. His anger is like a fire with thick
ﬁg,‘:) eveyy Efgsss"g‘d]tg;;;’)va“s for the Lord"ey1ds of smoke. The Lord's mouth is filled

18The Lord's people will ive in JerusalerrW'th anger, and his tongue is like a burning

on Mount Zion.* You people will not fire. 28The Lord's breatf{Spirit) is like a great
Dontimie crviro The Lorr)d V\E)i” hoar vouTIVEr—Tising unti it reaches the throat. The
. ying. YOUN) ord will judge the nations. It will be like he
crying and he will comfort you. The Lord will
hear you, and he will help you.
You will throw away ... dirty rags  This also means “You will
throw away those gods like menstrual clothes. You will say,
dreams Or “visions.” Special kinds of dreams God used t¢  ‘Go away!”
speak to his prophets. pitchforks  Tools for throwing or spreading hay.
Zion The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built cfood This was special food that had been allowed to ferment.
Sometimes it means the people of God living in Jerusalem.  This made the meat of the animal tender and good.
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shakes them through the ‘Strainer (The people will not be able to change the

Destruction.” The Lord will control them. ItLord’s command. The Lord will rise and fight

will be like a bit* that controls an animal is ifagainst the evil peopi@udah) And the Lord

the mouths of the people. will fight against the peopEgypt)that try to
29At that time, you will sing happy songspe| them,

That timg will be like the nights when you  spe yeqnie of Egypt are only human—not

begin a holiday. You are very happy Wh'lGod. The horses from Egypt are only

walking to the Lord’s mountain. You are_ . > :
happy while listening to the flute on the Waanlmals—not spirit. The Lord will stretch out

to worshipthe Lord, the Rock* of Israel, ~ NiS arm and the helpe(Egypt) will be
30The Lord will cause all people to hear hidefeated. And the people that wanted help
great voice. The Lord will cause all people 1(Judah)will fall. All those people will be
see his powerful arm come down with angedestroyed together.
That arm will be like a great fire that burn  4The Lord told me: “When a lion or a lion’s
everything. The Lord’s power will be like écub catches an animal to eat, the lion stands
great storm with much rain and hailover the dead animal and roars. At that time
StAssyria* will be afraid when he hears thnothing can scare that great lion. If men come
Lord's voice. The Lord will beat Assyria withanq yell at the lion, the lion will not be afraid.

a stick.3zThe Lord will beat Assyria, and itthe men can make much noise, but the lion
will be like playing music on drums ant, i not run away.”

- : RPNy
g?égts érl(hpeole/grr()j will defeat Assyria with his _In the same way, the Lo_rd All-Powerful
33Topheth* has been made ready for a loiWill come down to Mount Zion.* The Lord
time. It is ready for the king.* It was mad¢Will fight on that hill.The Lord All-Powerful
very deep and wide. There is a very big pile Will defend* Jerusalem—like birds flying
wood and fire there. And the Lord’s breatover their nests. The Lord will save her. The
(Spirit) will come like a stream of burningLord will “pass over” and save Jerusalem.
sulfur and burn it. 6You children of Israel turned against God.
, You should come back to Gotlhen people
Israel Should Depend on God's Power would stop worshiping the gold and silver

3 50k e people geing doun 10 EQYPidos you made. You trly sined when you
They think horses will save them. The peop\masde. those idols. .y

hope the chariots* and horse soldiers frol 'tr|1t IS truedth%t 'tAtShSyt”a W'('j' b_e”deftegted
Egypt will protect them. The people think they V1! @ SWord. but that sword will not be a
are safe because that army is very big. TiMans sword. Assyria will be destroyed. But
people don't trust the Holy One of Israethat destruction will not come from a man'’s

(God). The people don't ask the Lord for help sword. Assyria will run away from God's
2But, it is the Lord who is wise. And it issword. But the young men will be caught and

the Lord who will bring trouble against themmade slaves?Their place of safety will be
destroyed. Their leaders will be defeated and

bit A piece of metal in a horse’s mouth used to make the hogave their ﬂag-_ ]

go the right way. N The Lord said all those things. The Lord’s
Rocstmfe@/ name for God. It shows he is like a strong place Gﬁreplace(altar) is on Zion.* The Lord's oven
Assyria  This was a powerful nation northeast of Israel. (altar) is in Jerusalem.
harps Musical instruments with several strings.
Topheth  Gehenna; the Valley of Hinnom. In this valley peopl

killed their children to honor the false god, “Molech.” Zion The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built on.
king This is like the name of the false god, “Molech.” Sometimes it means the people of God living in Jerusalem.
chariots  Small wagons used for war. defend Literally, “fight on” or “fight against.”
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Leaders Should Be Good and Fair those clothes of sadness over your sorrow-

325_isten to the things | say! A kingfilled breasts. ,
hould rule in a way that brings Cry because your fields are empty. Your
goodness. Leaders should make fair decisicVineyards® once gave grapes—but now they
when they lead the peopldlf this would are empty3Cry for the land of my people.
happem then the king* would be like a p|acecry because onIy th_orns and weeds will grow
to hide from the wind and rain. It would bethere. Cry for the city and for all the houses
like having streams of water in a dry land. that were once filled with joy.
would be like a cool shadow from a large roc  14People will leave the capital city. The
in a hot land3People would turn to the kingPalace and towers will be left empty. People
for help, and people would truly listen to thWill not live in houses—they will live in
things he say4People that are now confuse:caves. Wild donkeys and sheep will live in the
would be able to understand. People that caCity—animals will go there to eat grass.
speak clearly now would be able to spee  >*6This will continue until God gives us
clearly and quickly5Foolish people would Nis Spirit from above. Now there is no
not be called great men. People would n900dness in the land—it is like a desgBut
respect men that make secret plans. in the future, that desert will be like the land
6A foolish person* says foolish things, an©f Carmel*—fair judgment will live there.
in his hear(mind), plans evil things to do. AAnd Carmel will be like a green forest—
foolish person wants to do things that a1900dness will live theré./That goodness will
wrong. A foolish person says bad things aboP!ing peace and safety forevéfMy people
the Lord. A foolish person does not let hungiill live in the beautiful field of peace. My
people eat food. A foolish person does not ipeople will live in tents of safety. They will

thirsty people drink water?That foolish V€ In calm and peaceful places.
perso% Ssespevil like a tool. He plans ways _ %But before these things happen, the forest
take everything from poor people. ThaMust fall. That city must be defeaté@Some

foolish person tells lies about the poor peopl©f YOU People plant seeds near every stream

And his lies keep the poor people from beirOf Water. You let your cattle and donkeys
judged fairly. walk around and eat freely. You people will
®But a good leader plans good things to dP€ Very happy.

And those good things make him a goo Evil Causes Only More Evil

leader.

3 Look, you people make war and steal

Hard Times Are Coming hings from people, and those people

9Some of you women are calm now. Yo nev_ertstole lanytryr;ﬁ] from yolu. You tturn
feel safe. But you should stand and listen 292INSt PEOPIE, and thOSE pEopie never turec
the words | sa?/llOYou women feel safe now, against you. So when you stop stealing, other

but after one year you will be troubled people will begin stealing from you. When
\Why? Because you will not gather grapeyou stop turning against people, other people

next year—there will be no grapes to gather.WI|| starttrning against you.
11Women, you are calm now, but yot Then the people will say,
should be afraid! Women, you feel safe nov 2 “Lord, be kind to us.

but you should be worried! Take off your nic We have waited for your help.
clothes and put on your clothes of sadne Lord, give us strength every morning.
Wrap those clothes around your waigPut Save us when we are in trouble.
king Literally, “man.” vineyards Gardens for growing grapes.

foolish person A person that does not follow God and his wis¢Carmel A hill in north Israel very good for growing plants.
teachings. This name means, “God’s vineyard.”
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3 Your powerful voice scares people, become lime.* The people will burn quickly
and they run away from you. like thorns and dry bushes.
Your greatness causes the nations 13*You people in faraway lands, hear about
to run away.” the things | have done. You people that are

L near me, learn about my power.”

“You people stole things in war. ThoS “1ahe sinners in Zion* are afraid. The
things will be taken from you. Many, mamyeqle that do wrong things shake with fear.
people will come and take your wealth. It wiThey say “Can any of us live through this fire
be like the times when locusts* come and €t destroys? Who can live near this fire that
all your crops. o burns forever?"*

The Lord is very great. He lives in a ver  15500d, honest people that refuse to hurt
h|gh place. The Lord fills Zion* with fa|messothers for money_[t.hey will live through that
and goodness. . ~fire. Those people refuse to take bribes. They

6Jerusalem, you are rich—you are rich wifrefuse to listen to plans to murder other people.
wisdom and knowledge of God. You are rcThey refuse to look at plans for doing bad
with salvation. You respect the Lord and ththings. 6Those people will live safely in high
makes you rich. So you can know that ycplaces. They will be protected in high rock
will continue. fortresses. Those people will always have food

But listen! The messengers* are cryinand water.
outside. The messengers that bring peace  17Your eyes will see the KingGod)in his
crying very hard8The roads are destroyedbeauty. You will see the great larig-1%ou
No one is walking in the streets. People hawill think about the troubles you had in the
broken the agreements they made. Peojpast. You will think, “Where are those people
refuse to believe the proof from witnessesfrom other countries? Those people spoke
No one respects other peopfhe land is languages we could not understand. Where
sick and dying. Lebanon* is dying and Sharcare those officials and tax collectors from
Valley* is dry and empty. Bashan* ancother lands? Where are the spies that counted
Carmel* once grew beautiful plants—but novour defense towersPhey are all gong!
those plants have stopped growing.

10The Lord says, “Now, | will stand anc God Will Protect Jerusalem
show my greatness. Now, | will becom 20Look at Zion*, the city of our religious
important to the peopldlYou people have holidays. Look at Jerusalem—that beautiful
done useless things. Those things are like tplace of rest. Jerusalem is like a tent that will
and straw. They are worth nothing! Younever be moved. The pegs that hold her in
spirit* will be like a fire and burn you. place will never be pulled up. Her ropes will
12People will be burned until their bonenever be broken?1-23Why? Because the

Powerful Lord is there. That land is a place

locusts Insects like grasshoppers. Locusts can destroy a Iar\/\ér[h streams and wide rivers. BU'F there will
crop very quickly e no enemy boats or powerful ships on those
Zion The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built diivers. You men that work on those boats can

. So?etirrne%i: mvfarrés tlhe Fr)T(]EOprlle Sfr?o? |iy\y/ing in Jerusalem. qu|t your work with the ropes. You can't

s 82 e e worg MKE the Mt irong enough, You wil no
meaning “witnesses.” be able to open your saildVhy? Because

Lebanon A country north of Israel. It was famous for its grea
cedar and pine trees.

Sharon Valley The low land along the coast of Palestine. lime A white powder that is often used to make mortar or

Bashan An area northeast of Israel. cement. It can be made by burning bones, shells, or limestone.

Carmel A hill in north Israel very good for growing plants. Thisfire that ... burns forever This might mean God, the Fire
name means “God’s vineyard.” (Light) of Israel.

spirit  Or, “Spirit.” mast The pole that holds the sail on a sailboat.
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the Lord is our judge.* The Lord makes ouground will be like burning sulfur.®The fires

laws. The Lord is our king. He saves us. Swill burn day and night—no person will stop
the Lord will give us much wealth. Everthe fire. The smoke will rise from Edom
crippled people will win great wealth in war forever. That land will be destroyed forever
2%No person living there will say, *I am sick.”ang ever. No people will ever travel through
The people living there are people hose Si s |and againtiBirds and small animals wil

own that land. Owls and ravens will live there.

are forgiven.
God Will Punish His Enemies That land will be called “Empty Desert.”

All you nations, come near and listenéThe freemen* and leaders will all be gone.
3 A” you peop|e’ ShOUId |isten C|Ose|y.And there will be nothing |eft for them to rU|e.

The earth and all the people on the ear 13Thorns and wild bushes will grow in all
should listen to these thing&The Lord is the beautiful homes there. Wild dogs and
angry at all the nations and their armies. Ttowls will live in those homes. Wild animals
Lord will destroy them all. He will causewill make their homes there. Big birds will

them all to be killed3Their bodies will be Jive in the grasses that grow thetild cats
thrown outside. The stink will rise from theyill |ive there with hyenas.* And wild goats*

bodies, and the blood will flow down theiy ¢l 10 their friends. Night animals* wil
mountainsAThe skies will be rolled shut like look there and find a place to reiSnakes

a scroll.* And the stars will die and fall like, . : )
leaves from a vine or a fig tree. All the starc ™Il Make their homes there. Snakes will lay

in the sky will melt away5The Lord says, (il eggs there. The eggs will open, and
“This will happen when my sword in the skySmall snakes will crawl from those dark
is covered with blood.” places. Birds that eat dead things will gather
Look! The Lord's sword will cut through like women visiting their friends.
Edom.* The Lord judged those people guilty 6Look at the Lord’s scroll.* Read what is
and they must die.8Why? Because the Lordwritten there. Nothing is missing. It is written
decided there should be a time for killing iiin that scroll that those animals will be
Bozrah* and in Edom/So the rams, the together. God said he will gather them
cattle, and the strong bulls will be killed. Thiogether. So God's Spirit will gather them
Ia'rllldbwm be f'(ljle‘j. ‘r’;"tr? _thfe|r blood. The dirt ygether 17God decided what he should do
wif be covered with their fat, with them. Then God chose a place for them.

8 Those things will happgrbecause the . ;
L
Lord has chosen a time for punishment. TtGOd drew a line and showed them their land.

Lord has chosen a year when people must (S° the animals will own that land forever.
for the wrong things they did to Zion.* They will live there year after year.
9Edom’s rivers will be like hot tar.* Edom’s

sulfur A yellow chemical that looks like rock or dirt. Sulfur
burns with a hot flame, and it gives a bad odor when it burns.
judge In Israel judges were leaders that judged, led, arEmpty Desert Literally, “They will measure this city with the

protected the people. measuring string called ‘emptiness’ and stone weights called
rolled shut like a scroll This is like a person closing a book  ‘nothingness.” These words described the empty earth in
when he has finished reading it. Genesis 1:2.
stars Literally, “the armies of the skies.” freemen Important citizens of a town or country. These people
Edom A country east of Judah. came from ‘good families’ and had never been slaves.

guilty, and they must die The Hebrew means the peoplehyenas A kind of wild dog that often eats the meat of dead

belonged completely to God, and if he does not get them, th  animals that other animals killed.

must die. wild goats  This Hebrew word means “goat, or goat-demon.”
Bozrah A city in Edom. Night animals  Or, “Lilith, the night demon.” This name is like
Zion The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built ¢ the Hebrew word for night.

Sometimes it means the people of God living in Jerusalem. scroll A long roll of leather or papyrupépel) used for writing
tar A very thick oil that must be heated to become liquid. books, letters, and legal documents.
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God Will Comfort His People dangerous animals on that road. That road will

3 Ehe dry desert will become very happybe for the people God saves.

he desert will be glad and will grow like 9God will make his people free! And those
a flower.2The desert will be full of growing People will come back to him. The people will
flowers and will begin to show its happiness. b€ happy when they come into Zion.* The
will seem like the desert is dancing with joyPeople will be happy forever. Their happiness
The desert will be beautiful like the forest cWill be like a crown on their heads. Their
Lebanon,* the hill of Carmel.* and Sharorgladness and joy will fill them completely.
Valley.* This will happen because all peopl Sorrow and sadness will be gone far, far away.
m(! ;ggl}geo?é%?ggéhe Lord." People wil set The Assyrians Invade Judah

3Make the weak arms strong again. Make t36[S)U””9 Hezekiah's* 14th year as king,
weak knees strongPeople are afraid anc® ennacherib* king of Assyria went to
confused. Say to those people, “Be stronfight against all the strong cities of Judah.
Don't be afraid?” Look, your God will come Sénnacherib  defeated those cities.
and punish your enemies. He will come ar2Sennacherib sent his commander with a large

give you your reward. The Lord will save yor&rmy to dKing Héezh‘?kiah in lJ?rusalﬁ_mh Th%
5Then the blind people will be able to see agacommander and his army left Lachish an

Their eyes will be opened. Then the deaf peo/VENt [0 Jerusalem. They stopped near the
will be %ble to hear? Their ears will be op%néaq“ed“d* by the Upper Pool. (The Upper Pool
6Crippled people will dance like deer. And th'S ggghe road tOfLa””‘ija”f Field.) Cout
people that can't talk now will use their voice talk wri?he trr?eeréo:wgmangreljrsiﬁ?sgv%]enouwer%
to sing happy songs. This will happen whe ‘

, , N Eliakim son of Hilkiah, Joah son of Asaph
springs of water begin flowing in the deser N !
Springs will flow in the dry landNow people and Shebna. Eliakim was the palace manager.

see miragesithat look like watgr But at that fﬁ: ?O;V:iss&?ert:?;rd keeper. And Shebna was
time there will be real pools of water. There wi 4The commander told them. “Tell Hezekiah

be wells in the dry land. Water will flow from,.:..: : : :
the ground. Tall water plants will grow Wherg;;:s what the great king, the king of Assyria

wild animals once ruled.

8At that time, there will be a road there. Thi ~ What are you trusting in to help yobi?
highway will be called “The Holy Road.” Evil tell you if you are trusting in power and
people will not be allowed to walk on tha Ssmart plans for battle—then that is useless.
road. No fools* will go to that road. Only gooc  Those are nothing but empty words. Now |
people will walk on that roadThere will be ~ ask you, who do you trust so much that
no dangers on that road. There will be no lio  You are willing to rebel against méAre

on that road to hurt people. There will be r - You depending on Egypt to help you?
Egypt is like a broken stick. If you lean on

Lebanon A country north of Israel. It was famous for its great it for support, it will Only hurt you and

cedar and pine trees. make a hole in your hand. Pharaoh, the
Carmel A hill in north Israel very good for growing plants. This king of Egypt, can't be trusted by any of
name means *God's vineyara. the people that depend on him for help.

Sharon Valley The low land along the coast of Palestine.
Glory of the Lord One of the forms God used when he
appeared to people. It was like a bright shining light. SiZion The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built on.

Ex. 40:34-36. Sometimes it means the people of God living in Jerusalem.
mirages In the desert, heat rising from the ground looks likHezekiah A king of Judah. He ruled about 727-68%.
water from far away. This is a mirage. Sennacherib A king of Assyria. He was king about 706-68L.

fools Here this means people that do not follow God and taqueduct A ditch or pipe that carries water from one place
wise teachings. to another.



813

7But maybe you will say, “We are
trusting in the Lord our God to help us.”
But | know that Hezekiah destroyed the
altars* and high places* where people
worshiped the Lord. And Hezekiah told
the people of Judah and Jerusalem, “You
must worship only at this one altar here
in Jerusalem.”

81f you still want to fight, my master,
the king of Assyria will make this
agreement with you. | promise that | will
give you 2,000 horses if you can find
enough men to ride those horses into
battle.®But even then you will not be
able to defeat even one of my master’s
lowest ranking officers! So why do you
continue to depend on Egypt's chariots*
and horse soldiers!

10Now, do you think | came to this
country to destroy it without the Lord’s

ISAIAH 36:7-22

Don't let Hezekiah fool you! He can't
save you from my power!SDon'’t
believe Hezekiah when he says, ‘Trust in
the Lord! The Lord will save us. The
Lord will not let the king of Assyria
defeat the city.’

16Don't listen to those words from
Hezekiah. Listen to the king of Assyria.
The king of Assyria says, “We should
make an agreement. You people should
come out of the city to me. Then every
person will be free to go home. Every
person will be free to eat grapes from his
own vine. And every person will be free
to eat the figs from his own fig tree.
Every person will be free to drink water
from his own well.17You can do this
until | come and take each of you to a
country like your own. In that new
country you will have good grain and
new wine, bread and fields of grapes.”

18Don’t let Hezekiah make trouble
for you. He says, “The Lord will save
us.” But | ask you, did any of the gods
of other nations save their country from
the king of Assyria? Nol®Where are
the gods of Hamath* and Arpad?*
.They are defeategWhere are the gods
of Sepharvaim?*They are defeateg!
Did they save Samaria* from my
power? No'20Did any of the gods in the
other countries save their land from me?
No! Can the Lord save Jerusalem from
me? No!”

help! No! The Lord said to me, “Go up
against this country and destroy it!”

11Then Eliakim, Shebna, and Joah, said
the commander, “Please, speak to us in t
Aramaic. We understand that language. Dor
speak to us in the language of Judah. If y
use our language, the people on the city wa
will understand you.”

12But the commander said, “My master di
not send me to speak only to you and yo
master. My master sent me to also speak
the people that are sitting on the wall! Thos
people will not have enough food or wate 21But the people in Jerusalem were very
either; they too will eat their own waste anquiet. They did not say a word to the
drink their own urine just like you.*" commander because King Hezekiah had given

13Then the commander shouted loudly ithem a command. He said, “Don’t say

the Jewish languagé4Hear this message an%/thmg to him. .
from the great king, the king of Assyria: 22Then the palace manager (Eliakim son of
Hilkiah), the royal secretary (Shebna), and the

record keeper* (Joah son of Asaph) went to
altars  Stone tables used for burning sacrifices as gifts to God. Hezekiah. Their clothes were tom show
high places Places for worshiping God or false gods. Thes~

places were usually on the hills and mountains.
chariot(s) A small wagon used in war. Hamath A city in the country of Aram (Syria).
Those people ... like you The Assyrian army planned to Arpad A city in the country of Aram (Syria).

surround Jerusalem and not let people bring any food or wa Sepharvaim A city in the country of Aram (Syria).

into the city. He thought the people would become hungiSamaria The capital city of north Israel.

enough to eat their own waste. record keeper A person that wrote about the things the king did.
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they were upsgtThey told Hezekiah all theis coming to fight you.” So, the king of
things that the Assyrian commander had saitAssyria left Lachish and went to Libnah. The

Hezekiah Asks God to Help

3

commander heard this, and he went to the city
Libnah, where the king of Assyria was
King Hezekiah listened to those thing«fighting. He sent messengers to Hezekiah. He
Then Hezekiah tore his clothgs show said, 19*You should tell these things to

he was upset Then Hezekiah put on theHezekiah, the king of Judah:

special clothes of sadness and went to t
Lord’s temple.*2Hezekiah sent Eliakim the
palace manager, Shebna the royal secret:
and the eldergleaders)of the priests* to the
prophet, Isaiah son of Amoz. They wore tf
special clotheghat showed they were sad an
upset

3These men said to Isaiah, “King Hezekie
has commanded that today will be a spec
day for sorrow and sadness. It will be a ve
sad day. It will be like a day when a chil
should be born, but is not strong enough
come from its mother's body4The
commander’s master, the king of Assyria, h
sent him to say bad things about the livir
God. Maybe the Lord your God will hear al
those things. Maybe the Lord will prove th
enemy is wrong! So pray for the people th
are still left alive.”

5-&ing Hezekiah's officers went to Isaiah

Don't be fooled by the god you trust.
Don't say, “God will not let Jerusalem
be defeated by the king of Assyria.”

11You have heard what the kings of
Assyria did to all the other countries!
They destroyed them completely! Will
you be saved? No!2Did the gods of
those people save them? No! My
ancestors* destroyed them all. They
destroyed Gozan, Haran, Rezeph, and
the people of Eden* living in Tel Assar.
13Where is the king of Hamath? The
king of Arpad? The king of the city of
Sepharvaim? The kings of Hena and
Ivvah? They are all finished! They were
all destroyed|!

Hezekiah Prays to God
14Hezekiah took the letters from the

your master, Hezekiah: The Lord says, ‘DorWent to the Lord’s temple.* Hezekiah opened
be afraid of the things you heard from ththe letters and laid them out in front the Lord.

those “boys” from the king of Assyria sai
about me.’Look, | will send a spirit against
Assyria., The king of Assyria will get a report
warning him about a danger to his countr
So, he will go back to his country. At tha
time, | will kil him with a sword in his own
country.”

The Assyrian Army Leaves Jerusalem

8-9The king of Assyria got a report. The
report said, “Tirhakah,* the king of Ethiopia,’

temple A special building for worshiping God. God commande -

the Jews to worship him at the temple in Jerusalem.

16 ord All-Powerful, God of Israel, you
sit as King on the Cherub angels.* You,
and only you, are the God that rules all the
kingdoms on earth. You made the heavens
and the eartht/Lord, please listen to me.
Lord, open your eyes and look at this
message. Hear the words that Sennacherib
sent to insult you, the living God!

181t is true, Lord. The kings of Assyria
did destroy all those nation&The kings
of Assyria have burned the gods of those
nations. But those were not real gods.

priests Special religious leaders that made sacrifices for tlancestors Literally, “fathers.” This means a person’s parents,

people.

grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.

Tirhakah This is probably Taharqa, the pharaoh of Egypt aboEden Beth Eden, an area in the country of Aram (Syria).

690-6648.C.
Ethiopia Literally, “Cush,” a country in Africa by the Red Sea.

Cherub angels Special angels God used as messengers. Statues

of these angels were on the top of the Box of the Agreement.
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They were only wood and stone—statues
that men made. That is why the kings of
Assyria could destroy thend®But you

are the Lord our God. So please save us
from the king of Assyria. Then all the
other nations will know that you are the
Lord, and you are the onj@od.

God's Answer to Hezekiah

21Then Isaiah son of Amoz sent this
message to Hezekiah. Isaiah said, “The Lor
the God of Israel says, ‘You prayed to mi
about the message that came from Sennache
king of Assyria. | have heard you.’

22“This is the Lord’s message abou
Sennacherib:

King of Assyria,
The Virgin Daughter of Zion
(Jerusalem)
doesn't think you are important.
She laughs at you.
The Daughter of Jerusalem
makes fun of you.
23 But who did you insult and make fun of?
Who did you speak against?
You were against the Holy One of Israel!
You acted like you were better than him
24 You sent your officers
to insult the Lord my Master.
You said,
‘[ am very powerful}
| have many, many chariots.*
 With my power | defeated Lebangn.
| climbed the highest mountains
of Lebanon.*
| cut down all the great tre¢armies)
of Lebanon.
| have been to the highest mountain
and into the deepest part
of that forest.
| dug wells, and drank water
Lfrom new places
| dried up the rivers of Egypt
and walked on that countty.

25

chariot(s) Small wagons used in war.

ISAIAH 37:20-32

That is what you saigl.
But haven't you heargivhat | saig?
‘| (God)planned it long ago,

from ancient times | planned it.
And now, | made it happen.
| let you tear down the strong cities

and change them into piles of rocks.
The people in the cities had no power.

Those people were scared

and confused.

They were about to be cut down

like grass and plants in the field.
They were like grass growing

on the housetops,

dying before it grows tall.
| know all about your battles.

| know when you rested.

| know when you went out to war.

| know when you came home from war.
| also know when you were upset at me.
Yes, you were upset at me.

| heard your proud insults.
So | will put my hook in your nose.

And | will put my bit* in your mouth.
Then | will turn you around

and lead you back the way you came.

26

2

[e3)

29

The Lord’s Message for Hezekiah

30Then the Lord said to Hezekiglt] will
give you a sign to show you that these words
are true,You were not be able to plant segds.
So this year you will eat grain that grew wild
from last year's crop. But in three years, you
will eat grain that you planted. You will harvest
those crops and you will have plenty to eat. You
will plant grapevines and eat their fruit.

31“The people from the family of Judah
that have escaped and are |gftive; will
again begin to grow,These people will be
like plants thatsend their roots deep into the
ground and produce fruit above the ground.
32Why? Because a few people will remain
alive. They will go out from Jerusalem. There
will be survivors coming from Mount Zion.*”

bit A piece of metal people put in a horse’s mouth to control the
horse.

Lebanon A country north of Israel. It was famous for its greaZion The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built on.

cedar and pine trees.

Sometimes it means the people of God living in Jerusalem.
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The strong love* of the Lord All-PowerfulLord, the God of your ancestor* David says,

will do this. ‘| heard your prayer, and | saw your tears. |
33So the Lord says this about the king «will add 15 years to your lifésl will save you
Assyria: and this city from the king of Assyria. | will
protect this city.”

“He will not come into this city.
He will not shoot an arrow at this city.
He will not bring his shields to this city.

22x But Hezekiah asked Isaiah, “What is
the sign from the Lord that proveswill
; . . : become well? What is the sign that proves
HetW'"u”OLt;ﬁ”d Uﬁla hf"tlhqf d'{t will be able to go to the Lord’s temple?*”
u K '?I a %C k?hwa S OTthiS %' % TThis is the sign from the Lord to show you
ewl 9”0 ack the sam%way € Came. that he will do the things he saysLook, |
He will not come into this city. am causing the shadow that is on the steps of

5 | _”The Lordh_says thisg . Ahaz* to move back ten steps. The sun’s
will protect this city and save it shadow will go back up the ten steps that it
| will do this for myself has already been on.”
and for my servant David. 21* Then Isaiah told Hezekiah, “You

36 That night, the angel of the Lord wentshould crush figs together and put them on
out and killed 185,000 people in the Assyrieyour sore, then you will become well.”
camp. When the peop|e got up in the mornir 9This is the letter fl'O.m Hezekiah when he
they saw the dead bodies all around the became well from the sickness:
37So Sennacherib, the king of Assyria, wel 19 | told myself | would live to be old.

back to Nineveh and stayed there. - -
3%0ne day, Sennacherib was in the temple Butthtg Zr;&v gfs Sr%gLnIe o go through

his god, Nisroch, worshiping him. At that tim Now | will spend all of my time there.

his two sons, Adrammelech and Sharez¢ 11 g ggd

killed him with a sword. Then the sons ra «| will not see the Lord Yah*in

away to Ararat.* So Sennacherib’s so the land of the living again,
Esarhaddon became the new king of Assyria. | will not see the peaple living on earth.

12- My home, my shepherd’s tent,

Hezekiah's lliness |S bemg pU"ed down

3 At that time, Hezekiah became sick ar and taken from me.
Imost died. The prophet Isaiah son | am finished
Amoz went to see him. like the cloth a man rolls up
Isaiah told the king, “The Lord told me tc and cuts from the loom.*
tell you these things: “You will die soon. Si You finished my life in such a short time!

you should tell your family what they shouls

do when you die. You will not become wel
again_’” ancestor Literally, “father.” This means a person that people

2Hezekiah turned toward the walhat faced ,_are descended from.

. Verse 22 This verse is at the end of the chapter in the printed
the templeand began praying. He safiLord, ™y en text

remember that | have truly SerVed YOU With @temple A special building for worshiping God. God commanded
my heart. | have done the things that you say ¢  the Jews to worship him at the temple in Jerusalem.
good.” Then Hezekiah cried very hard. steps of Ahaz The steps of a special building that Hezekiah

Aleai ; i used like a clock. When the sun shone on the steps, the
Isaiah received this message from tt shadows showed what time of the day it was.

Lord: 5°Go to Hezekiah and tell him that th‘Verse 21 This verse is at the end of the chapter in the printed
Hebrew text.
Sheol This is the place where all people go when they die.
strong love This Hebrew word means strong feelings like love ~ Usually this means the grave, but it can mean the place where
hate, anger, zeal, or jealousy. our spirits go.
Ararat  The ancient country of Urartu, an area in EasteiLord Yah Or, “YaH YAHwWEH,” & Hebrew name for God.
Turkey. loom A machine used for making cloth.
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817 ISAIAH 38:13-39:8

All night | cried loud like a lion.

But my hopes were crushed

like a lion eating bones.

You finished my life in such a short time!
| cried like a dove.

| cried like a bird.
My eyes became tired,

but I continued looking to the heavens.
My Master, | am so depressed.

Promise to help me.”
What can | say?

My Master told me what will happen.

And my Master will cause that

to happen.

| have had these troubles in my soul.

So now | will be humble all my life.
My Master, use this hard time to make

my spirit live again.
Help my spirit become strong
and healthy.
Help me become well!
Help me live again!

Look! My troubles are gone!

| now have peace.
You love me very much.

You did not let me rot in the grave.
_You forgave all my sins.

You threw my sins far away.
Dead people don't sing praises to you.

People in Sheol* don't praise you.
Dead people don't trust you to help them.

They go into a hole in the ground,

.and never speak again
People that are alive—
like me today—

are the people that praise you.
A father should tell his children

that you can be trusted.
150 | say;

“The Lord saved me.
So we will sing and play songs
in the Lord’s temple all our lives.”

Messengers from Babylon

3 t that time, Merodach Baladan son of
Baladan was king of Babylon.
Merodach sent letters and a gift to Hezekiah.
Merodach did this because he heard that

Hezekiah had been sickThese things made
Hezekiah very happy. So Hezekiah showed
the men all the valuable things in his
storehouses. Hezekiah showed them the
silver, the gold, the spices, and the expensive
perfumes. Hezekiah showed them the swords
and shields used for war. Hezekiah showed
them everything he had saved. Hezekiah
showed them everything in his house and in
his kingdom.

3Then Isaiah the prophet went to King
Hezekiah and asked him, “What did these
men say? Where did they come from?”

Hezekiah said, “These men came from a
faraway country to see me! They came from
Babylon.”

4S0 Isaiah asked him, “What did they see in
your house?”

Hezekiah said, “They saw everything in my
palace.* | showed them all my wealth.”

SThen Isaiah said this to Hezekiah: “Listen
to the words from the Lord All-Powerful.
6The time is coming when all the things in
your house and all the things your ancestors*
have saved until today will be carried away to
Babylon. Nothing will be left"” The Lord All-
Powerful said this7The Babylonians will
take your own sons. And your sons will
become officers* in the palace* of the king of
Babylon.”

8Hezekiah told Isaiah, “This message from
the Lord is good.” (Hezekiah said this because
he thought, “There will be real peace and
security while I am king.”)

palace A large house for the king and his family.
ancestors Literally, “fathers.” This means a person’s parents,
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.

Sheol This is the place where all people go when they ditofficers Literally, “eunuchs.” Usually this means men whose
Usually this means the grave, but it can mean the place wh
our spirits go.

male sex organs were removed so they could not have
children. These men often served in important positions.
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Israel's Punishment Will End

Your God says,
‘Comfort, comfort my people!

Speak kindly to Jerusalem!
Tell Jerusalem,

“Your time of service is finished.

You have paid the price for your sins.
The Lord punished Jerusalem—

twice for every sin she did.

Listen, there is a person shouting!
“Prepare a way in the desert for the Lord!

Make the road in the desert level

for our God!
Fill every valley.

Make every mountain and hill flat.
Make the crooked roads straight.

Make the rough ground smooth.
Then, the Glory of the Lord*

will be revealeqshown)
And together, all people

will see the Lord’s Glory.
Yes, the Lord himself said these things!”

A voice said,
“Speak!”
So the man said,
“What should | say?”
The voice said,
“People don't live forever;
they, are all like grass.
Their goodness is like a wildflower.
A powerful wind from the Lord
blows on the grass,
and the grass dies
and the wildflower falls.”

Yes, all people are like grass.
Grass dies and wildflowers fall.
But the word of our God

continues forever.”

Salvation: God's Good News
Zion,* you have good news to tell.

Go up on a high mountain
and shout the good news!

818
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Glory of the Lord  One of the forms God used when he 16

appeared to people. It was like a bright shining light. See

Ex. 40:34-36.

Zion The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built on.

Sometimes it means the people of God living in Jerusalem.

Jerusalem, you have good news to tell.
Don't be afraid, speak loudly!

Tell this news to all of the cities of Judah:
“Look, here is your God!
The Lord my Master
is coming with power,
He will use his power to rule
all the people.
The Lord will bring rewards
for his people.
He will have their payment with him.
The Lord will lead his people
like a shepherd leads sheep.
The Lord will use his arrfpower)
and gather his sheep together.
The Lord will pick up the little sheep
and hold them in his arms.
Their mothers will walk beside him.

God Made the World; He Rules It

Who measured the oceans
in the palm of his hand?
Who used his hand to measure the sky?
Who used a bowl to measure all the dust
of the earth?
Who used measuring scales to measure
the mountains and hills?
Jt was the Lord}
No person told the Lord’s Spirit
what he should do.
No person told the Lord
how to do the things he did.
Did the Lord ask for any person’s help?
Did any person teach the Lord to be fair?
Did any person teach the Lord knowledge?
Did any person teach the Lord to be wise?
No! The Lord already knew these things
Look, all the nations in the world are like
one small drop in the bucket.
If the Lord took all the faraway nations,
and put them on his weighing scales,
they would be like small pieces
of dust.
/Al the trees inLebanon are not enough
to burn for the Lord.
And all the animals in Lebanon
are not enough to kiffor a sacrifice
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17 Compared to God,
all the nations of the world are nothing.
Compared to God,
all the nations are worth nothing at all.

People Can't Imagine What God Is Like

18 Can you compare God to anything? No!
Can you make a picture of God? No!
19 But some people make statues
from rock or wood,
and they call them gods.
One worker makes a statue.
Then another worker covers it with gold
and makes silver chains for it.

20 And for the base,
he chooses a special kind of wood,
a kind of wood that will not rot.
Then he finds a good wood worker.
And the worker makes a “god”
that won't fall over.
21 Surely you know the truth, don’t you?
Surely you have heard!
Surely someone told you long ago!
Surely you understand who made
the earth!
22 The Lord is the true Gogl!
He sits above the circle of the earth,
.and compared to him
people are like grasshoppers.
He rolled open the skies
like a piece of cloth.
He stretched the skies
s like a tent to sit under.

He makes rulers not important.
He makes the judges of this world
completely worthless.
24 Those rulers are like plarts
they are planted in the ground,
but before they can send their roots
into the ground,
God blows on the “plants,”
and they become dead and dry,
and the wind blows them away

like straw.
25 The Holy OngGod)says:
“Can you compare me to anyone? No!
% No one is equal to me.

Look up to the skies.
Who created all those stars?
Who created all those ‘armies’
(in the sky?

27
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ISAIAH 40:17-41:2

Who knows every star by name?
_The true Goglis very strong and
powerful,
so none of these stars is lost.”
People of Jacob, this is true!
Israel, you should believe this!
So why do you say:
“The Lord can't see the way | live.
God will not find me and punish me.”

Surely you have heard and know
that the Lord God is very wise.
People can't learn everything he knows.
The Lord does not become tired
and need to rest.
The Lord made all the faraway places
on earth.
The Lord lives forever.
The Lord helps weak people to be strong.
He causes the people without power to
become powerful.
Young men become tired and need to rest.
Even young boys stumble and fall.
But people that trust the Lord
become strong again
like eagles that grow new feathers.
These people run without becoming weak.
These people walk without becoming tired.

The Lord Is the Eternal Creator

The Lord says,
‘Faraway countries, be quiet
and come to me!
Nations be brave.*
Come to me and speak.
We will meet together,
and we will decide who is right.

2 Tell me the answers to these questipns:

Who woke the maythat is coming
from the east?
Goodness walks with him.
He uses his swordnd defeats natiops
they become like dust.
He uses his bow and conquers kings—
they run away like straw blown
by the wind.

be brave Or, “be strong again,” as in Isa. 40:31.
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3 He chases armies and is never hurt, 11 Look, some people are angry with you.
He goes places he has never been befor But they will be shamed.
4 Who causegthese things to happgn Your enemies will be lost and disappear.
Who did this? 12 You will look for the people
Who called all people from the beginning’ that were against you,
J, the Lord, did these thinds but you will not be able to find them.
|, the Lord, am the first. The people that fought against you
| was here hefore the beginning. will disappear completely.
And | will be here when all things 13 | am the Lord your God.
are finished. | am holding your right hand.
> Allyou faraway places, And | tell you:
look, and be afraid! Don't be afraid!
All'you places far away on the earth, | will help you.
shake with fear! 14 Precious Judah, don't be afraid!
Come hergand listen to m¢ My dear* people of Israel, don't be scared!
And they came. | really will help you.”
&“Workers help each other. They encourat  The Lord himself said those things.
each other to be strongOne worker cuts
wood to make a statyeThat person The Holy Ong(God)of Israel,
encourages the man that works with gol the One who saves you,
Another worker uses a hammer and makes said these things:
metal smooth. Then that worker encourag 1° “Look, | have made you like
the man at the anvil.* This last worker say a new threshing board.

‘This work is good; the metal will not come That tool has many sharp teeth,
off.” Then he nails the statue to a base so Farmers use it to crush the hulls

won't fall over. And it never moves!” so they will separate from the grain.
You will trample(walk on)mountains
Only The Lord Can Save Us and crushthem.
8 The Lord says You will make the hills like those hulls.
16 You will throw them into the air,
“You, Israel, are my servant. and the wind will blow them away
Jacob, | chose you. _ and scatter them.
You are from Abraham’s family. Then you will be happy in the Lord.
And I loved Abraham. You will be very proud of the Holy One
9 You were in a far away country, (God)of Israel.
but | reached out to you.
| called you from that faraway place. 17 “The poor and needy people look for water,
| said, ‘You are my servant. but they can't find any.
| chose you. They are thirsty.
And | have not rejected you. Their tongues are very dry.
10 Don't worry, | am with you. | will answer their prayers.
Don't be afraid, | am your God. | will not leave them and let them die.
| will make you strong. 18 | will make rivers flow on dry hills.
| will help you. | will make springs of water flow
| will support you with my good through the valleys.
right hand.

Precious Judah ... dear Literally, “worm ... men.” These are
anvil A heavy metal block. A worker puts hot metal on an anv  like Aramaic words meaning “scarlet ... silk,” very
and beats the hot metal to change its shape. expensive pieces of cloth.”
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| will change the desert into a lake
filled with water.
There will be springs of water
in that dry land.
Trees will grow in the desert.
There will be cedar trees, acacia trees,
olive trees, cypress trees, fir trees,
and pine trees.
People will see these things,
and they will know
that the Lord’s power did this.
The people will see these things,
and they will begin to understand.
that the Holy OngGod)of Israel
did these things.”

19

20

The Lord Challenges the False Gods

21The Lord, the king of Jacob, says
“Come, tell me your arguments. Show m
your proof,and we will decide the things tha
are right. 22Your statues (false gods) shouls
come and tell us what is happening.

“What happened in the beginning? Whe
will happen in the future? Tell us! We will
listen closely. Then we will know what will
happen next23Tell us the things we should
look for to know what will happen. Then we
will believe that you really are gods. Dc
something! Do anything, good or bad! The
we will see that you are alive. And we wil
follow you.

24 ook, you false gods are less thar
nothing! You can’t do anything! Only a
worthless person would want to worship you!

The Lord Proves He Is the Only God

25 “| woke a person in the north.*
He is coming from the east
where the sun rises.

He worships my name.

ISAIAH 41:19-42:5

Did one of your statues
tell us these thing®

No! None of those statues
told us anything.

Those statues did not say a word—
and those false gods can't hear

the words that you say.

|, the Lord, was the first person to tell
Zion* about these things.

| sent a messenger to Jerusalem
with this message:

“Look, your people are coming back!”

| looked at those false gods.
None of them were wise enough
to say anything.
| asked them questions,
and they did not say a word!
All of those gods are less than nothing!
They can't do anything!
Those statues are absolutely worthless!

27

29

The Lord’s Special Servant

4 2“Look at my Servant!
| support him.

He is the one | chose.
And | am very pleased with him.
| put my Spirit in him.
He will judge the nations fairly.
He will not speak loudly in the streets.
He will not cry out or yell.
 He will be gentlg,
He will not break even a crushed reed.*
He will not put out even a weak flame.
He will judge fairly and find the truth.
He will not become weak
or be crushed until he brings
justice to the world.
And people in faraway places
will trust his teachings.”

2

3

A man that makes pots walks on wet clay The Lord Is Ruler and Maker of the World

In the same way, this special man will
trample(walk on)kings.”

5The Lord, thetrug God, said these things.
(The Lord made the skies. The Lord spread

26 Who told us about this before it happenedthe skies over the earth. He also made

We should call him God.*

everything on the earth. The Lord breathes

person in the north This probably means Cyrus, a king ofZion The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built on.

Persia. He ruled about 550-53C.
God Literally, “the Good One.”

Sometimes it means the people of God living in Jerusalem.
reed A plant that grows near water.
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6 “I, the Lord, called you to do right.
| will hold your hand.
And | will protect you.
You will be the sign that shows
.| havg an Agreement with the people.

You will be a light to shine for all people.
7 You will open the eyes of the blind people

and they will be able to see.
Many people are in prison;
you will free those people.
Many people live in darkness;
you will lead them out of that prison.

8 “| am the Lord.
My name is MHWEH.
| will not give my glory to another.
| will not let statuegfalse gods)

take the praise that should be mine.

9 In the beginning,
| said some things would happen,
and those things happened!
And now, before it happens,
| am telling you about some things
that will happen in the future.”

A Song of Praise to God

Sing a new song to the Lord,
all you people in faraway countries,
all you people that sail on the seas,
all you animals in the oceans,
all you people in faraway places,
praise the Lord!
Deserts and cities, villages of Kedar,*
praise the Lord!
People living in Sela, sing for joy!
Sing from the top of your mountain.
Give glory to the Lord.
Praise him all you people
in faraway lands!

10

He will be like a man ready to fight
awar.
He will become very excited.
He will cry out and shout loudly,
and he will defeat his enemies.

Kedar A country east of Israel.

The Lord will go out like a strong soldier.

822

life into all people on earth. The Lord gives
spirit to every person that walks on the earth 14

God Is Very Patient

“For a long time | have said nothing.
| controlled myself
and didn't say anything.
But now | will cry out
like a woman giving birth to a child.
| will breath very hard and loud.
15 [ will destroy the hills and mountains.
[ will dry up all the plants that
grow there.
| will change rivers to dry land.
| will dry up pools of water.
Then | will lead the blind people
in a way they never knew.
| will lead the blind people
to places they have never been before.
| will change darkness into light for them.
And I will make the rough ground smooth.
| will do the things | promised!
And | will not leave my people.
But some of the people
stopped following me.
Those people have statues
that are covered with gold.
They tell those statues,
“You are my gods.’
Those people trust their false gods.
But those people will be disappointed!

Israel Refused to Listen to God

18 “You deaf people should hear me!
You blind people should look and see me!
9 Inall the world, my servant*
is the most blind!
The messenger | seftd the worlg
is the most deaf.
The one | made the Agreement with
—the servant of the Lord—
is the most blind.
20 My servant sees what he should do,
but he does not obey me.
He can hear with his ears,
but he refuses to listen to me.”
The Lord wants his servant to be good.
The Lord wants him to honor
his wonderful teachings.*

[

my servant Here this probably means the people of Israel.
Verse 21 Or, “The Lord will make his teachings very
wonderful. He will do this because he is good.”
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22 But look at the people. people in prison! Bring my sons and
Other people have defeated them daughters to me from the faraway places!
and have stolen things from them.  7Bring to me all the people that are mine—the
All the young men are afraid. people that have my name. | made those
They are locked in the prisons. people for myself. | made those people, and
People have taken their money from thenthey are mine.”
And there is no person to save them.

Other people took their money. Israel Is God's Witness to the World
And there was no person to say, &God sayg,Bring out the people that have
“Give it back!” eyes but are blind. Bring out the people that

oy . . have ears but are deaPAll people and all
Did any of you people listen t@od's pations should also be gathered together.
words? No! But you should listen very cIoseI‘|\/|aybe one of their false gogsvants to tell
to his wordsand think about what happened gpout what happened in the beginning. They
2Who let people take the wealth from JacCshoy|d bring their witnesses. The withesses
and Israel? The Lord allowed them to do thi:shoy|d speak the truth. This will show they are
We sinned against the Lord. So the Lorright.”
allowed people to take away our wealth. TF “10The Lord says, “You people are my
people of Israel did not want to live the wayjitnesses. You are the servant that | chose. |
the Lord wanted. The people of Israel did Nichose you so you would help people to
listen to his teaching2.5SO the Lord bECamebe”eve me. | chose you so you would
angry at them. The Lord caused powerfiynderstand that ‘| Am He'-am the true
wars against them. It was like the people Gog, There was no God before me, and there
Israel had fire all around them. But they diwill'be no God after melll myself am the
not know what was happening. It was likord. And there is no other Saviop-am the
they were burning. But they did not try tconly Ong. 12 am the One who spoke to you. |
understand the things that were happening. saved you. | told you those things. It was not
e some stranger that was with you. You are my
God Is Always with His People witnesses, and | am God.” (The Lord himself
433300b, the Lord made you! Israel, thsaid these thingst}'l have always been God.
Lord made you! And now the LordWhen | do something, no person can change
says, “Don't be afraid! | saved you. | namewhat | have done. And no person can save
you. You are mine2When you have troubles,people from my power.”
| am with you. When you cross rivers, yoi  14The Lord, the Holy One of Israel, saves
will not be hurt. When you walk through fire you. And the Lord says, “I will send armies to
you will not be burned; the flames will noiBabylon for you. Many people will be
hurt you.3Why? Because |, the Lord, am youcaptured. Those people, the Chaldeans, will
God. I, the Holy One of Israel, am yoube taken away in their own boats. (The
Savior. | gave Egypt to pay for you. | gavChaldeans are very proud of those bodfs.)
Ethiopia and Seba to make you mif¥ou am the Lord your Holy One. | made Israel. |
are very important to me, so | will honor youam your king.”
| love you, and | will give all people and

nations so you can live.” God Will Save His People Again
L 16The Lord will make roads through the
God Will Bring His Children Home sea. Even through rough waters he will make

5‘So don't be afraid! | am with you. | will a path for his people. And the Lord says,
gather your children and bring them to you.1*The people that fight against me with their
will gather them from the east and from th
west.6| W'” tell the north: Give m,y people to blind ... deaf This probably means the people of Israel that
me! | will tell the south: Don’t keep My  would not believe God. See Isaiah 6:9-10.
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chariots,* horses, and armies will be defeate The Lord Is the Only God

They will never rise again. They will b€44‘r‘#acob, you are my servant. Listen to
destroyed. They will be stopped like the flarr el Israel, | chose you. Hear the things
of a candle* is stoppedsSo don't remember | say! 2| am the Lord, and | made you. | am
the things that happened in the beginninthe One who made you to be what you are. |
Don't think about the things that happened have helped you since the time you were in
long time ago19Why? Because | will do newyour mother's body. Jacob, my servant, don't
things! Now you will grow like a new plant.be afraid. Jeshurun,* | chose you.
Surely you know this is true. | really will 3 will pour water for thirsty people. | will
make a road in the desert. | really will makmake streams flow on dry land. | will pour my
rivers in the dry lancB%Even the wild animals Spirit on your children—it will be like a
will be thankful to me. The large animals anstream of water flowing over your family.
birds will honor me. They will honor me wher4They will grow among the people in the
| put water in the desert. They will honor mworld. They will be like trees growing beside
when | make rivers in the dry land. | will dcstreams of water.
this to give water to my people—the people 5‘One person will say, ‘I belong to the
chose.2IThese are the people | made. ArLord.” Another person will use the name
these people will sing songs to praise me. “Jacob.” Another person will sign his name ‘I
22*Jacob, you did not pray to me. Why-am the Lord's.” And another person will use
Because you, Israel, have become tired of nthe name ‘Israel.”
23You have not brought your sheep ¢ 6The Lord is the king of Israel. The Lord
sacrifices* to me. You have not honored mAll-Powerful saves Israel. The Lord says, ‘I
You have not given sacrifices to me. | did n@m the only God. There are no other gods. |
force you to give sacrifices to me. | did ncdm the Beginning and the EntChere is no
force you to burn incense* until you becarrother God like me. If there IS, then that gOd
tired. 2450 you did not use your money to pushould speak now. That god should come and
things to honor me. But you did force me {Show proof that he is like me. That god
be like your slave. You sinned until the bashould tell me what has happened since the
things you did made me very tired. time | made these ancient people. That god
251, | am the One who wipes away all youshould give signs to show that he knows what
sins. | do this to please myself. | will noWil pappen in the futureDon't be afraid!
remember your sins26But you should Pon't worry! I have always told you what
remember me. We should meet together aWill happen. You are my witnesses. There is
decide what is right. You should tell the thingnc’hoth‘er Glg(,:i—l fm the onlyi]One.l There is no
you have doneand show you are righ7Your Other ‘Rock—lknow [:am the only One.
first father sinned. And your lawyers have dol
things against mé&8 will make your holy rulers
not holy. | will cause Jacob to be complete
mine.* Bad things will happen to Israel.”

False Gods Are Useless

9Some people make statudalse gods)-
but they are worthless. People love those
statues—but the statues are useless. Those
people are the witnesses of the statues—but
chariots  Small wagons used for war. they can't see. They know nothing_they

candle Literally, “lamp.” These were small clay bowls filled )
with oil. A string or strip of cloth was placed in the bowl an on't know enoth to be aShamgﬂ the

lit to produce light. hings they d_p
sacrifices Gifts to God. Sometimes these were special kinds of 1OWho made these false gods? Who made
animals that were killed and burned on an altar. these useless statued¥\Vorkers made those

incense A kind of spice that smells good when it is burned. "
was burned as a gift to God.

cause Jacob to be completely mineThis means that only God Jeshurun Another name for Israel. It means “good” or
can have this special thing. He gets it, or it must die sono ¢~ “honest.”
else will. Rock A name for God. It shows he is a strong place of safety.



825 ISAIAH 44:12-24

gods! And all those workers are peopl@et  18Those people don't know what they are
gods. If all of those people would comedoing. They don't understand! It is like their
together,and discuss these thingshen they eyes are covered so they can't see. Their
would all be ashamed and afraid. hearts(minds)don’t try to understand.
120ne worker uses his tools to heat iro19Those people have not thought about these
over hot coals. This man uses his hammer things. The people don't understand, so they
beat the metal, and the metal becomeshave never thought to themselves, “I burned
statue. This man uses his own powerful arthalf of the wood in the fire. | used the hot
But when the man becomes hungry, he loscoals to bake my bread and cook my meat.
his power. If the man does not drink water, fThen | ate the meat. And | used the wood that
becomes weak. L was left to make this terrible thing. | am
13Another worker uses his stringline* aNGyorshiping a block of wood!”
compass* to draw lines on the woqdhis  20That man does not know what he is
shows where he should guTThen the man yqing “He is confused, so his heart leads him

“Sesdh'lj’ ch|sels:]_and l‘?UtS i\tstatue from ttlthe wrong way. That man can’t save himself.
wood. H€ USES NIS Callperst 10 Measure Uanqg he can't see that he is doing wrong. That

statue. This way, the worker makes the wor
look exactly like a man. And this statue of
man does nothing but sit in its house.

14A man cuts down cedar, cypress, ¢
maybe oak trees. (That man did not make t
trees grow—those trees grew by their ow
power in the forest. If a man plants a pin
tree, the rain makes the tree groweJhen
that man uses the tree to burn in his fire. T|
man cuts the tree into small pieces of woo
And he uses the wood to cook and keep hi
warm. The man starts a fire with some of tt
wood and bakes his bread. But the man si
uses part of that wood to make a god—at
the man worships that god! That god is
statue that the man made—but the man bo
down before the statuééThe man burns half
of the wood in the fire. The man uses the fi
to cook his meat and eats the meat until he
full. The man burns the wood to keep himse
warm. The man says, “Good! Now | an
warm, and | can see because there is lic
from the fire.”17But a little wood is left, so
the man makes a statue from that wood a
calls it his god. He bows down before this gc
and worships it. The man prays to the god a
says, “You are my god, save me!”

a

stringline  In ancient times, this was a piece of string with wet
paint on it. This was used to make straight lines on wood or
stone.

compass A tool used to draw circles and copy measurements.

chisels Sharp tools used to carve wood or stone.

calipers A special measuring tool, like a compass.

man will not say, “This statue | am holding is

false god.”

The Lord, the True God, Helps Israel

21 *Jacob, remember these things!
Israel, remember,
you are my servant.
| made you.
You are my servant.
So Israel, don't forget me.
Your sins were like a big cloud.
But | wiped away those sins.
Your sins are gone,
like a cloud that disappeared
into thin air.
| rescued and protected you,
so come back to me!”
The skies are happy because the Lord did
great things.
The earth is happy, even deep down
under the earth!
The mountains sing with thanks to God.
All the trees in the forest are happy!
Why? Because the Lord saved Jacob.
The Lord did great things for Israel.
The Lord made you what you are.
The Lord did this while you
were still in your mother’s body.
The Lord says,
‘I, the Lord, made everything!
| put the skies there myself!
| spread the earth before me.”

22

23

24
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25False prophets* tell lies, but the Lord show
their lies are false. The Lord makes foolis
people of the men that do magic. The Lor
confuses even wise men. They think they kno
much, but the Lord makes them look foolist
26The Lord sends his servants to tell messages
the people. And the Lord makes those messa
true. The Lord sends messengers to tell tl
people the things they should do. And the Lol
shows their advice is good.

God Chooses Cyrus to Rebuild Judah

The Lord says to Jerusalem,
“People will live in you again!”
The Lord says to the cities of Judah,
“You will be built again!”
The Lord says to the cities
that were destroyed,
“I will make you cities again!”
27 The Lord tells the deep waters,
“Become dry!
| will make your streams dry too!”
28 The Lord says to Cyrus,*
“You are my shepherd.
You will do the things | want.
You will say to Jerusalem,
“You will be built again!”
You will tell the temple,*
“Your foundations will be built again!™

God Chooses Cyrus to Make Israel Free

These are the things the Lord sa)
about Cyrus,* his chosen king:*

4

“I will hold Cyrus's right hand.
| will help him take power away
from kings.
City gates will not stop Cyrus.
| will open the city gates,
and Cyrus will go in.”

2 * Cyrus, your armies will march,
and | will go in front of you.

| will make the mountains flat.
| will break the city gates of bronze.
| will cut the iron bars on the gates.

3 | will give you the wealth

that is saved in darkness.
| will give you those hidden riches.
| will do this so that you will know
that | am the Lord.
| am the God of Israel,
and | am calling you by name!

4 | do these things for my servant, Jacob.

| do these things for my chosen people,
Israel.
.Cyrus; | am calling you by name.
You don't know me,
but | am calling you by name.
| am the Lord!
| am the only God.
There is no other God.
| put your clothes on you,*
but still you don’t know me.
| do these things so all people will know
that | am the only God.
From the east to the west
people will know that | am the Lord,
and there is no other God.
7 I'made the light,
and | made darkness.
| make peace,
and | make troubles.
| am the Lord—
and | do all these things.

ol

8 “May the clouds in the skies above
drop goodness on the earth like rain!
May the earth open
and let salvation grow!
And may goodness grow with it!
|, the Lord, made him.*

God Controls His Creation

9Look at these people! They are arguing
with the One who made them. Look at them
argue with me! They are like pieces of clay

from a broken pot. A man uses soft, wet clay
False prophets People that lie, saying they received a specidp make a pot. And the Clay does not ask,

message from God.
Cyrus A king of Persia. He ruled about 550-58(.

temple A special building for worshiping God. God commande | put ... you This also means “I made you strong.”

the Jews to worship him at the temple in Jerusalem.
chosen king Literally, “messiah, the anointed one.”

him  This probably means Cyrus. Cyrus was a king of Persia.
Cyrus lived about 150 years after Isaiah died.
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‘Man, what are you doing?’ Things that ar
made don't have the power to question tf
one who makes themPeople are like this
clay, 10A father gives life to his children.
And the children can't ask, ‘Why are yot
giving me life?’ The children can't questior
their mother and ask, ‘Why are you givin
birth to me?”

11The Lord God is the Holy One of Israel
He made Israel. And the Lord says,

“My sons, you asked me to show you a sigi
You told me to show you
the things | have done.*
12, So, look!
| made the earth.
And | made all the people living on it.
| used my own hands
and made the skies.
And | command all the armies in the sky.’
| gave Cyrus his power
s0 he would do good things.*
And | will make his work easy.
Cyrus will build my city again.
And he will make my people free.
Cyrus will not sell my people to me.
| will not have to pay him
to do these things.
The people will be freed,
and the cost to me will be nothing.”
The Lord, All-Powerful, said these things.
The Lord says,
“Egypt and Ethiopia are rich,
but Israel, you will get those riches.
The tall people from Seba will be yours.
They will walk behind you
with chains around their necks.
They will bow down before you.
And they will pray to you.”
Jsrae|, God is with you.
And there is no other God.
15 God, you are the God people can't see.
You are the Savior of Israel.

13

14

My sons ... | have done Or possibly, “Those who are coming
asked me for my children. They commanded foegive
them those people that | made with my own hands.”

armies in the sky Sometimes this means the angels, an
sometimes it means the stars.

| gave ... things This might also mean | did what was right
when | woke him.”

ISAIAH 45:10-24

16 Many people make false gods.
But those people will be disappointed.
All of those people will go away ashamed.
17" But Israel will be saved by the Lord.
That salvation will continue forever.
Never, never again will Israel be shamed.
18" The Lord is God.
He made the skies and the earth.
The Lord put the earth in its place.
The Lord did not want the earth
to be empty when he made it.
He created it to be lived on!
“l am the Lord.
There is no other God.
19 1 did not speak in secret.
| have spoken freely.
| did not hide my words
in a dark place of the world.
| did not tell the people of Jacob
to look for me in empty places.
| am the Lord, and | speak the truth.
| say things that are true.”

The Lord Proves He Is the Only God

20"You people have escaped from other
nations. So gather together and come before
me. (These people carry statues of false gods.
These people pray to those useless gods. Bu
the people don’'t know what they are doing.
21Tell these people to come to me. Let them
present their case and discuss these things.)

“Who told you about the things that
happened a long time ago? Who has continued
to tell you these things since long, long ago? |,
the Lord, am the One who said these things. |
am the only God. Is there another God like
me? Is there another good God? Is there
another God who saves his people? No! There
is no other God?2All you people in faraway
places shoulgstop following those false gods
You should follow me and be saved. | am God.
There is no other God. | am the only God.

23| make this promise by my own power.
And when | make a promise, that promise is
true. The thing | promise will happen! And |
promise that every person will bow before me
{God). And every person will promisgo
follow me,. 24People will say, ‘Goodness and
power come only from the Lord.”



ISAIAH 45:25-47:4 828

Some people are angry at the Lord. But tll am God. There is no other God. Those false
Lord’s witnesses will com@nd tell about the gods are not like me.
things the Lord has doneSo those angry 1%In the beginning, | told you about the
people will be ashamed®The Lord will help things that will happen in the end. A long
the people of Israel do good, and the peojtime ago, | told you things that had not yet

will be very proud of their God. happened. When | plan something—that thing
happens. | do the things | want to d&And |
False Gods Are Useless am calling a man from the east. That man will

Bel* and Nebo,* will bow down before be like an eagle. He will come from a faraway
46me.LThose false gods are only statyescountry, and he will do the things | decide to
Men put those statues on the backs do. | am telling you that I will do this, and |
animals—those statues are 0n|y heale” doit. | made hlm,_and [ will brlng him!
burdens that must be carried. The false gc *#Some of you think that you have great
do nothing but make people tiredThose Power—but you don't do good things. Listen
false gods will all bow down—they will all to me! 13 will do good things! Soon, I will
fall. Those false gods can't escape—they wSavemy peoplg. | will bring salvation to
all be carried away like prisoners. Zion and to my wonderful Israel.

3*Family of Jacob, listen to me! All you
people from Israel that are still alive, listen!
have been carrying you. | have carried yc
since the time you were in your mother’
body.4 carried you when you were born, an
| will carry you when you become old. You
hair will become gray, and | will still carry
you, because | made you. | will continue t
carry you and | will save you.

S*Can you compare me to anyone? No! N
person is equal to me. You can't understa
everything about me. There is nothing lik Remove your veil and
me. 6Some people are rich with gold an take off your fancy dresses.
silver. Gold falls from their purses, and the You must leave your county.

God's Message to Babylon

4 ‘Fall down in the dirt
and sit there!
Virgin daughter of the Chaldeans,*
sit on the ground!
You are not the ruler now!
People will not think that you are
a tender, delicate young lady anymore.
2 Now you must work very hard.
You must get the mill stones
and grind the grain to make flour.

weigh their silver on scales. Those people p Lift your skirts until

an artist to make a false god from wood. Th men can see your legs

those people bow down and worship that fal and cross the rivers.*

god. Those people put their false god onthe = 3 Men will see your private parts
shoulders and carry it. That false god and use you for sex.
useless—people have to carry it! People ¢ | will make you pay

the statue on the ground; and that false g for the bad things you did.
can't move. That false god never walks aw: And no man will come to help you.

from its place. People can yell at it, but it wi 4
not answer. That false god is only a statue- * LMY people say,
can't save people from their troubles. God saves us.
8You people have sinned. You shoul His name Is
think about these things again. Rememb The Lord All-Poweriul
these things and be stroRemember the The Holy One of Israel.

things that happened long ago. Remember t
daughter of the Chaldeans This is another name for the city

Babylon.
Bel A false god of Babylon. rivers The Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. Babylon was between
Nebo A false god of Babylon. these two rivers.
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5 “So Babylon, sit there and be quiet. You will not be able to do anything
Daughter of the Chaldeans,* to stop those troubles.
go into the darkness. You will be destroyed so quickly
Why? Because you will no longer be that you won't know what happened!
‘The Queen of the Kingdoms.’ 12 You worked hard all your life

learning tricks and magic.

So, start using your tricks and magic!
Maybe those tricks will help you.
Maybe you will be able to scare

someone.
13 You have many, many advisers.
Are you tired of the advice they give?

Then send out your men that read

the stars.
They are able to tell when the month starts.
1 will live forever. So maybe they can tell you

| will always be The Queen.’ when your troubles will come.
You didn’t even notice the bad things 14 “But those men will not even be able

6 “| was angry at my people.
Those people belong to me,
but | was angry,
so | made them not important.
| gave them to you,
and you punished them.
But you showed no mercy to them.
You made even the old people
work hard.
You said,

~

you did to those people. to save themselves.
You didn't think about what would happen They will bum like straw.
8  So now, ‘nice lady’ listen to me! They will burn so fast that
You feel safe and you tell yourself, there will be no coals left
‘| am the only important person. to cook bread with.
No one else is important like me. There will be no fire left to sit by.
| will never be a widow. 15 That will happen to everything
| will always have children.’ that you worked so hard for.
9 These two things will happen to you: The people you did business with
First, you will lose your children. all your life will leave you.
And then you will lose your husband. Every person will go his own way.
Yes, these things will really happen to yot And there will be no one left
And all of your magic to save you.”
and all of your powerful tricks
will not save you. -
10 You do bad things, but still you feel safe. God Rules His World

: The Lord says,
Y‘C)I\Lljoﬂg)lrr:g ;%ggl#\ze\llr/’rong things | do.” 4 ‘Family of Jacob, listen to me! y
You think that your wisdom and knowledge ~ YOU people call yourself ‘Israel.

will save you. You are from Judah’s family. _
You think to yourself, You use the Lord's name to make promises.
‘| am the only one. You praise the God of Israel.
No one is important like me. But you are not honest and sincere

when you do these things.”
11 “But troubles will come to you.

You don't know when it will happen, 2 Yes, they are citizens of the Holy City*.
but disaster is coming. They depend on the God of Israel.

The Lord All-Powerful is his Name.

daughter of the Chaldeans This is another name for the city
Babylon. Holy City Thatis, Jerusalem.
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3 “Long ago | told you about the things
that would happen.
| told you about those things.
And then suddenly,
| made them happen.
4 | did that because | knew
you were stubborn.

_You refused to believe anything | said

You were very stubborn—
like iron that does not bepd
and as hard as bronze.

5 S0, along time ago | told you
what would happen.

| told you about those things
a long time before they happened.

| did this so that you could not say,

‘The gods we made did.’
| did this so that you could not say,
‘Our idols, our statues,
made these things happen.

God Punishes Israel to Make Them Pure

6 “You saw and heard what happened.
So you should tell the news to
other people.
Now | will tell you about new things—
things that you don’t know yet.
T These are not things that happened
long ago.

These are things that are happening now

You haven't heard about these things
before today.
S0 you can't say,
‘We already knew that.’

8 “But even then,
you didnt listen to me!
You didn't learn anything!
You refused to listen to anything
| told you.
| have known since the beginning
that you would be against me.
You have rebelled against me
from the time you were born.
9 But, I will be patient.
| will do this for myself.
People will praise me for not getting
angry and destroying you.
You will praise me for waiting.

830

10

11

12
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3

“Look, | will make you pure.
People use a hot fire to make silver pure.
But | will make you pure
by giving you troubles.
| will do this for myself—for me!
You will not treat me
like I am not important!
| will not let some false god
take my glory and praise!

“Jacob, listen to me!

Israel, | called you to be my people.
So listen to me!

| am the Beginning!
And | am the Endl!

| made the earth with my own hands.
My right hand made the sky.

And if | call them,
they will come together before me.

“All of you, come here
and listen to me!
Did any of the false gods
say these things would happen?
No!"

The person that the Lord chose*
will do whatever he wants
to Babylon and the Chaldeans.
.The Lord says,
“| told you I would call him.*
And | will bring him!
| will make him succeed!
Come here and listen to me!
| was there when Babylon began
as a nation.
And from the beginning, | spoke clearly,
so that people could know what | said.

.Then Isaiah saig,'Now, the Lord my
Master sends me and his Spitit tell you
these things1/The Lord, the Savior, the Holy
One of Israel, says,

“l am the Lord your God.
| teach you to do things that are helpful.
| lead you in the way you should go.

chose Or, “loves.”
him  This is probably talking about Cyrus. Cyrus was a king of
Persia that lived about 150 years after Isaiah died.
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18 |f you had obeyed me,
then peace would have come to you
like a full flowing river.
Good things would have come to you
again and again,
like the waves of the sea.
19 If you had obeyed me,
then you would have had many children
They would have been
like the many grains of sand.
If you had obeyed me,
then you would not have been destroye
You would have continued with me.”

20 My people, leave Babylon!
My people, run from the Chaldeans!
Tell this news with joy to the people!
Spread this news to the faraway places
on earth!
Tell the people,
“The Lord rescued his servant Jacob!
21 The Lord led his people through
the desert,
and they never became thirsty!
Why? Because he made water
flow from a rock for his people!
He split the rock,
and water flowed out!”

22 But the Lord also said,
“There is no peace for evil people!”

God Calls His Special Servant

All you people in faraway places,
listen to me!
Listen all of you people living on earth!
The Lord called me to serve him
before | was born .
The Lord called my name
while | was still in my mother's body.
2 The Lord uses me to speak for hjim.
He uses me like a sharp sword,
.But he also protects me,
hiding me in his hand.
The Lord uses me like a sharp arrow,
but he also hides me in his arrow bag.

3 The Lord told me,
“Israel, you are my servant.
| will do wonderful things with you.”

4

ISAIAH 48:18-49:8

4 | said,
“| worked hard for nothing.
| wore myself out,
but I did nothing useful.
| used all my power,
but I did not really do anything.
So, the Lord must decide
what to do with me.
God must decide my reward.
5 The Lord made me in my mother’s body
so | could be his servant,
and lead Jacob and Israel back to him.
The Lord will honor me.
| will get my strength from my God.”

The Lord told me,
6 “You are a very important servant to me.
The people of Israel are prisoners,
but they will be brought back to me.
Jacob's family groups will come back
to me.
But, you have another job;
it is even more important than this!
| will make you a light for all nations.
You will be my way to save
all the people on earth.”

7 The Lord, the Holy One of Israel,
the Protector of Israel says,
“My Servant is humble.

He serves rulers.
But people hate him.

But, kings will see him,
and stangto honor him

Great leaders will bow down to him.”

This will happen because the Lord,
the Holy One of Israel, wants it.
And the Lord can be trusted.

He is the One who chose you.

The Day of Salvation

8 The Lord says,
“There will be a special time

when | show my kindness.

At that time | will answer your prayers.

There will be a special day
when | save you.

At that time | will help you.
| will protect you.

And you will be the proof that | have
an Agreement with the people.
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The country is destroyed now, 17
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but you will give that land back
to the people who own it.

9 You will tell the prisoners,

11

12

Look, | have carved your name 9

‘Come out of your prison!’

You will tell the people that are in darkness 18
‘Come out of the dark!

The people will eat while traveling.

They will have food even on empty hills.

The people will not be hungry.

They will not be thirsty.

The hot sun and wind will not hurt them.
Why? Because God comforts them

and God will lead them.

He will lead them near springs of water.
“| will make a road for my people.

The mountains will be made flat,
and the low roads will be raised.

“Look! People are coming to me

from faraway places.

People are coming to me 20

from the north and from the west.

People are coming to me

from Aswan in Egypt.”
2

Heavens and Earth, be happy!

Mountains, shout with joy!

Why? Because the Lord comforts

his people.
The Lord is good to his poor people.

Zion, The Abandoned Woman

But now Zion* says,
“The Lord left me.

My Master forgot me.” 22

(But | say,
“Can a woman forget her baby? No!

Can a woman forget the child
that came from her body?

No! A woman can't forget her children.
And | (the Lord)can't forget you.

w

into my hand.

| think about you all the time!*

Zion The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built on.
Sometimes it means the people of God living in Jerusalem.

| ... time Or, “I see your figure before me always.” This is a
word play. The Hebrew word “figure” also means “walls”

Your children will come back to you.
People defeated you,
but those people will leave you alone.”

Israel’s People Return

Look up! Look all around you!
All of your children are gathering
together and coming to you.

The Lord says,
“On my life, I promise you this:
Your children will be like jewels
that you tie around your neck.
Your children will be like the necklace
that a bride wears.
You are destroyed and defeated now.
Your land is useless.
But after a short time, you will have
many people in your land.
And the people that destroyed you
will be far, far away.
You were sad for the children you lost,
but those children will tell you,
‘This place is too small!
Give us a bigger place to live!’
Then you will say to yourself,
‘Who gave me all these children?
This is very good!
| was sad and lonely.
| was defeated and away from my people.
So who gave me these children?
Look, | was left alone.
Where did all these children
come from?”

The Lord my Master says,
“Look, | will wave my hand to the nations.
| will raise my flag for all people to see.
Then they will bring your children to you.
Those people will carry your children
on their shoulders,
and they will hold them in their arms.
Kings will be teachers to your children.
Kings' daughters will care for them.
Those kings and their daughters
will bow down to you.
They will kiss the dirt at your feet.
Then you will know
that | am the Lord.
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Then you will know 3 | can make the skies dark.
that any person who trusts in me | can cover the skies in darkness
will not be disappointed.” as black as the clothes of sadness.”

24 When a strong soldier wins wealth in war
you can't take that wealth from him.
When a powerful soldier guards
a prisonet,

God's Servant Truly Depends on God

4The Lord my Master gave me the ability
to teach. So now | teach these sad people.

that prisoner can't escape. Every moming he wakes me and teaches me
like a student>The Lord my Master helps me
25 Butthe Lord says, learn, and | have not turned against him. | wil
“The prisoners will escape. not stop following him.$l will let those
Someone will take those prisoners  people beat me. | will let them pull the hair
away from the strong soldier. from my beard. | will not hide my face when
(How will this happen;? they say bad things to me and spit at fiiéie

| will fight your fights.

| will save your children, Lord my Master will help me. So the bad

things they say will not hurt me. I will be

26 “Those people hurt you. strong. | know | will not be disappointed.
But | will force those people 8The Lord is with me. He shows | am
to eat their own bodies. innocent. So no person will be able to show |
Their own blood will be am guilty. If someone wants to try to prove |
the wine that makes them drunk.  am wrong, that person should come to me, and
Then every person will know that we will have a trial.9But look, the Lord my
the Lord saved you. Master helps me. So no person can show me to
All people will know that be evil. All those people will become like

the Powerful One of Jacob saved you."worthless old clothes. Moths will eat them.

: - 10The people that respect the Lord also
Israel Punished Because of Their Sin listen to his servant. That servant lives

5 The Lord says, completely trusting in God without knowing

'\People of Israel, you say that | divorced yypat will happen. He truly trusts in the Lord's
your mother, Jerusalem.

But where is the legal paper
that proves | divorced her?
My children, did | owe money
to someone?
Did | sell you to pay a debt?
No! You were sold
because of the bad things you did.
Your mother(Jerusalem)was sent away .
because of the bad things you did. Israel Should Be Like Abraham

2 | came home and found no one there. 5 “Some of you people try hard to live
| called and called, ood lives. You go to the Lord for help.

name, and that servant depends on his God.

11*L ook, |you people want to live your own
ways. You light your own fires and torches
(lights). So, live your own way. But, you
will be punished! You will fall into your fires
and torches and you will be burned. I will
make that happen.”

but no one answered. Listen to me. You should look at Abraham

Do you think | am not able to save you? Your father. He is the rock you were cut from.
| have the power to save you 2Abraham is your father, and you should look
from all of your troubles. at him. You should look at Sarah—the
Look, if | command the sea to dryup, ~ woman that gave birth to you. Abraham was
then it will become dry! alone when | called him. Then | blessed him,
The fish will die without water, and he began a great family. Many, many

and their bodies will rot. people came from him.”
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3In the same waythe Lord will bless  God's Own Power Will Save His People
Zion.* The Lord will feel sorry for her and 9 Arm (power)of the Lord, wake up!

her people, and he will do a great thing fc Wake up! Be strong!
her. The Lord will change the desert. Th Use your strength
desert will become a garden like the garden like you did a long time ago,
Eden. That land was empty, but it wil like you have from ancient times.
become like the Lord’s Garden. People the You are the power that defeated Rahab.
will be very, very happy. People there wil You defeated the Dragon.*
show their joy. They will sing songs abou 1° You caused the sea to become dry!
thanks and victory. You dried the waters of the great deep!
You made the deepest parts of the sea
4 “My people, listen to me! into a road.
My decisions will be like lights Your people crossed over that road
showing people how to live. and were saved.
5 | will soon show | am fair. 11 The Lord will save his people.

They will return to Zion* with joy.
They will be very, very happy.
Their happiness will be like
a crown on their heads forever.
They will be singing with joy.
All sadness will be gone far away.

| will soon save you.
| will use my power and judge all nations.
All the faraway places are waiting
for me.
They wait for my power to help them.
6 Look up to the heavens!
Look around you at the earth below! 12 The Lord says,

The skies will disappear “I am the One who comforts you.
like clouds of smoke. So why should you be afraid of people?
The earth will become They are only people that live and die.
like worthless old clothes. They are only humans—
they die the same as grass.

The people on earth will die,
but my Salvation will continue forever. 13 The Lord made you.

My goodness will never end. With his power he made the earth!
7 You people that understand goodness And with his power he spread the skies
should listen to me. over the earth! _
You people that follow my teachings But you forget him and his power.
should hear the things | say. So you are always afraid of angry men
Don't be afraid of evil people. that hurt you.
Don't be afraid of the bad things Those men planned to destroy you.
But where are they now?
that they say to you. Thev are all qone
8 Why? Because they will be like LNeY 900
old clothes. 14 People in prison will soon be made free.
Moths will eat them. Those people will not die and
They will be like wool. rotin prison.
Worms will eat them. Those people will have enough food.
But my goodness will continue forever. 15 “|, the Lord, am your God.
My salvation will continue | stir up the sea and make the waves.”
forever and ever.” (The Lord All-Powerful is his name.)

Zion The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built (Rahab ... Dragon This is Rahab the great sea monster. Some
Sometimes it means the people of God living in Jerusalem.  ancient stories tell about Rahab fighting with God.
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16“My servant, | will give you the words | Israel Will Be Saved
want you to say. And | will cover you with Wake up! Wake up Zion!*
my hands and protect you. | will use you t Dress yourself
make the new heaven and earth. | will use y Put on your strength!

to tell Israel, “You are my people. Holy Jerusalem, stand up!

People that have not agreed

God Punished Israel to follow God*
17" Wake up! Wake up! will not enter you again.

Jerusalem, get up! Those people are not pure and clean.
The Lord was very angry at you. 2 Shake off the dust!

So you were punished. Put on your wonderful clothes!
_This punishment was like cup of poison Jerusalem, Daughter of Zion,*

you had to drink. you were a prisoner.
And you drank it. But now, free yourself from the chains

that are around your neck!
3 The Lord says,
“You were not sold for money.
So I will not use money

18Jerusalem had many people, but none
those people became leaders for her. None
the children she raised became guides to e

her. 18Troubles came to Jerusalem in groug to make you free.”
of two; stealing and rationing food, grea
hunger and fighting. 4The Lord my Master says, “My people

No person helped you when you werfirst went down to Egypt to stayrand then
suffering. No person show mercy to yotthey became slavesLater, Assyria made
20Your people became weak. They fell on trthem slavessNow look what has happened!
ground and lay there. Those people we Another nation has taken my people. That
lying on every street corner. They were likcountry did not pay to take my people. This
animals caught in a net. They were punishination rules my people and laughs at them.
from the Lord’s anger until they could no Those people always say bad things about
accept any more punishment. When God s¢me.”
he would give them more punishment, the 6The Lord says,  This has happenggo
became very weak. my people will learn about me. My people

21l isten to me, poor Jerusalem. You arWill know who I am. My people will know
\weak likg a drunk person, but you are noMy name, and they will know that I Am He*
drunk from wine. You are weak from that IS Speaking to them.”

“cup of poison.” "It is a wonderful thing to see a messenger

22Your God and Master, the Lord, will fightcome over the hills with good news. It is
for his people. He says to you, “Look, | anWonderful to hear a messenger announce,
. o . ] ! u i | |
taking this ‘cup of poison(punishmentaway GT hgre E peace: We have been saved! Your
from you. | am taking my anger away fron>0¢ 1S KINg:
you. You will not be punished by my ange
any more.23| will now use my anger to zion The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built on.
punish the pe0p|e that hurt you. Those peoy Sometimes it means the people of God living in Jerusalem.
: ; ‘ have not agreed to follow God Literally, “People that are not
tried to kill you. They told you, ‘Bow down ™ . )
. ! circumcised and that are not pure.
before us, and we will walk on you!" Theypaughter of Zion This means Jerusalem, the city built on
forced you to bow down before them. An'I Ar':f(l)-LIJ:tZTI?]n.' like the Hebrew name for God. It shows God
. : is is li W . It shows
then they walked on your back like ,fjlrt' Yol lives forever, and that he is always with his people. See
were like a road for them to walk on. Ex. 3:13-17.
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8
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11

12

The city guards* begin shouting.
They are all rejoicing together!
Why? Because every one of them

sees the Lord returning to Zion.*

Jerusalem, your destroyed buildings
will be happy again.

You will all rejoice together.

Why? Because the Lord will be kind
to Jerusalem.

The Lord will rescue his people.

The Lord will show his holy strength
to all the nations.

All the faraway countries will see
how God saves his people.

You people should leave Babylon!
Leave that place!

Priests,you carry the things
that are used in worship.

So make yourselves pure.

Don't touch anything that is not pure.

You will leave Babylon.
But they will not force you to leave
in a hurry.
You will not be forced to run away.
You will walk out,
.and the Lord will walk with yop
The Lord will be in front of you,

and the God of Israel will be behind you.*

God's Suffering Servant

836

Those people did not hear the story about my

Servant—they saw what happened. They did

not hear that story, but they understood.”

5 Who really believed the things we
announced? Who really accepted the

Lord’s punishment?

2He grew up like a small plant before the
Lord. He was like a root growing in dry
ground. He did not look special. He had no
special glory. If we looked at him, we would
see nothing special that would cause us to like
him. 3People made fun of him, and his friends
left him. He was a man that had much pain.
He knew sickness very well. People did not
even give him the honor of looking at him.
We did not even notice him.

4But he took our troubles and made them
his. He bore our pain, and we thought God
was punishing him. We thought God beat him
for something he did5But he was given pain
to suffer for the wrong things we did. He was
crushed for our guilt. A debt we owed—our
punishment—was given to him. We were
healed(forgiven) because of his pairfBut
even after he did thisall of us wandered
away like sheep. We all went our own way.
\We did this afterthe Lord,freed us from our
guilt and put all our guilt on him.

’He was hurt and punished. But he never
protested. He said nothing—like a sheep
being taken to be killed. He was like a lamb
that makes no sound when someone cuts off

13‘Look at my Servant. He will be veryits wool. He never opened his moutio
successful.* He will be very importantn the - defend himse|f 8Men used force and took

future, people will honor and respect him.

him—and they did not judge him fairly. No

14But many people were shocked wheperson can tell about his future family,
they saw my Servant. He was hurt so bachecause he was taken from the land of living
that they could hardly recognize him as a mépeople. He was punished to pay for the sins of
15But even more people will be amazed. Kingmy people.

will look at him, amazed, and not say a wor

guards Men that stand on the city walls and watch fo
messengers or trouble coming to the city. Here this probab

means the prophets. .
Zion The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built diecided that he must suffer, so the Servant

Sometimes it means the people of God living in Jerusalem. gjave himself to be the one to die. But he will

The Lord ... behind you This shows God will protect the

people. Compare Ex. 14:19,20.

He will be very successful Or, “He is very wise.” Or “He will

teach people—making them wise.”

%He died and was buried with the rich. He
was buried with evil men. He did nothing
wrong—he never spoke lies—but still these
ﬁhings happened to him.

Y 10The Lord decided to crush him. The Lord

live a new life for a long, long time. He will
see his people. He will complete the things
the Lord wants him to do.
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11He will suffer many things in his soul,
but he will see the good things that happe
He will be satisfied with the things he learn:
My Good Servant will make many people nc
guilty; he will carry away their guilt!2For
this reason, | will reward him among m)
people. He will have a share of all things wit
the people that are strong.will do this for
him, because he gave his life for the peop
and died.

People said he was a criminal. Btite
truth is thathe carried away the sins of many
many people. And now he speaks for peog
that have sinned.”

God Brings His People Home

5 Woman, be happy!
You have not had any children.

But you should be very happy!

The Lord says,
“The woman that is alone*
will have more children
than the woman with a husband.”

2 Make your tent bigger.
Open your doors wide.
Don't stop adding to your home.
Make your tent large and strong.
3 Why? Because you will grow very much.
Your children will get people
from many nations,
Your children will again live in the cities
that were destroyed.
4 Don't be afraid!
You will not be disappointed.

ISAIAH 53:11-54:10

His name is the Lord All-Powerful.
He is the Protector* of Israel.
He is the Holy One of Israel.

And he will be called
the God of all the earth!

You were like a woman
whose husband had left her.
You were very sad in your spirit,
but the Lord called you to be his.
You were like a woman that married
young, and her husband left her.
But God called you to be his.

7 God says,
“I left you,
but only for a short time.
| will gather you to me again.
And I will show you great kindness.
8 | became very angry
and hid from you for a short time.
But | will comfort you
with kindness forever.”
The Lord your Savior said this.

God Always Loves His People

9 God says,
“Remember, in Noah'’s time
| punished the world with the flood.
But | made a promise to Noah
that | would never again
destroy the world with a flood.
In the same way| promise you
that | will never again get angry at you
and say bad things to you.”

People will not say bad things againstyo. 10 The Lord says,

You will not be embarrassed.
When you were young, you felt shame.
But you will forget that shame now.
You will not remember the shame that
you felt when you lost your husband.
5 Why? Because your hushand*
is the OngGod)who made you.

The woman ... alone This Hebrew word is like the word,

“The mountains may disappear,

and the hills may become dust.
But my kindness will never leave you.
| will make peace with you,

and it will never end.”
The Lord shows mercy to you.

And he is the One that said

these things.

“destroyed.” This probably means “Jerusalem, the city that Protector Or, “Redeemer.” Usually this meant a person that

destroyed.”
husband In Hebrew this word is like the name Baal. This
shows that the Lord is the true God, not the false god Baal.

cared for and protected the family of a dead relative. Often
this person bought back (redeemed) the poor relatives from
slavery, making them free again.
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11 *You poor city!
Enemies came against you like storms
And no one comforted you.
But I will build you again.
| will use a beautiful mortar
to lay the stones of your walls.
| will use sapphire stones
when | lay the foundation.
12 The stones on top of the wall
will be made from rubies.
| will use shiny jewels for the gates.
| will use precious stones
to build the walls around you.
13 Your children will follow God,
and he will teach them.
Your children will have real peace.
14 You will be built on goodness.
So you will be safe
from cruelty and fear.
You will have nothing to fear.
Nothing will come to hurt you.
15" None of my armies will fight against you.
And if any army tries to attack you,
you will defeat that army.

16'Look, | made the blacksmith.* He blows
on fire to make it hotter. Then he takes the I
iron and makes the kind of tool he wants
make. In the same way, | made the ‘Destroy«
that destroys things.

1™People will make weapons to figh
against you, but those weapons will not defe
you. Some people will say things against yo
But every person that speaks against you v
be shown to be wrong.”

The Lord says, “What do the Lord’s
servants get? They get the good things tt
come from me!”

God Gives “Food” That Really Satisfies

5 “All you thirsty people,
Come drink water!

Don't worry if you do not have money.
Come, eat and drink until you are full!
You do not need money;
eat and drink until you are full.
The food and wine cost nothing!
2 Why waste your money on something
that is not real food?

blacksmith A man that makes things from iron.
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Why should you work for something
that does not really satisfy you?
Listen very closely to me,
and you will eat the good food.
You will enjoy the food
that satisfies your soul.
Listen closely to the things | say.
Listen to me so your souls will live.
Come to me and | will make an agreement
with you that will continue forever.
It will be like the agreement
that | made with David.
| promised David that | would love him
and be loyal to him forever.
And you can trust that agreement.
| made David a witness of my power
for all nations.
| promised David that he would become
aruler and a commander of
many nations.”

There are nations in places you don't know,
but you will call for those nations.

Those nations don't know you,
but they will run to you.

This will happen because the Lord,
your God, wants it.

This will happen because the Holy One
of Israel honors you.

So you should look for the Lord
hefore it is too late.

You should call to him now,
while he is near.

Evil people should stop living evil lives.
They should stop thinking bad thoughts.

They should come to the Lord again.
Then the Lord will comfort them.

Those people should come to the Lord
because our God forgives.

People Cannot Understand God

The Lord says,
“Your thoughts are not like my thoughts.
Your ways are not like my ways.
The heavens are higher than the earth.
In the same way, my ways are higher
than your ways.
And my thoughts are higher than
your thoughts.”
The Lord himself said these things.
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10 “Rain and snow fall from the sky.

And they don't go back to the sky
until they touch the ground
and make the ground wet.
Then the ground makes plants sprout
and grow.

9 ISAIAH 55:10-56:10

4-5These eunuchs* should not say those
thingg because the Lord says, “Some of those
eunuchs obey the laws about the Sabbath.*
And they choose to do the things | want. And
they truly follow my Agreement.* So | will
put a memorial stone in my temple for them.

These plants make seeds for the farmeTheir name will be remembered in my city!
And people use these seeds to maktYes, | will give those eunuchs something

bread to eat.
1
and they don’t come back until they
make things happen.
My words make the things happen that |
want to happen.
My words succeed in doing the things |
send them to do.
My words will go out with happiness,
and they will bring peace.
Mountains and hills will begin dancing
with happiness.
All the trees in the fields will clap
their hands.
Large cypress trees will grow
where there were bushes.
Myrtle trees will grow
where there were weeds.
These things will make the Lord famous.
These things will be proof
that the Lord is powerfyl
This proof will never be destroyed.”

12

13

All Nations Will Follow the Lord

5 The Lord said these things, “Be fair tc

all people. Do things that are right
Why? Because soon my salvation will com
to you. My goodness will soon be shown t
the whole world.”

ZThe person that obeys God'’s law about tl
Sabbath* will be blessed. And the person th
does no evil will be happySome people that
are not Jews will join themselves to the Lort
Those people should not say, “The Lord wi
not accept me with his people.” A eunuch
should not say, “I am a dry piece of wood—
can't make any childreri

Sabbath Saturday, a special day of rest and worship for Jews.
eunuch(s) Special servants. Sometimes their male sex orga
were removed so they could not have children.

better than sons and daughters. | will give

In the same way, my words leave my mouttthem a name that continues forever. They will

not be cut off* from my people.”

6Some people that are not Jews will join
themselves to the Lord. They will do this so
they can serve him and love the Lord’s name.
They will join themselves to the Lord to
become his servants. They will keep the
Sabbath*as a special day of worshipnd
they will continue to closely follow my
Agreemen{Law).

The Lord says, “I will bring those people
to my holy mountain. | will make them happy
in my house of prayer. The offerings and
sacrifices they give me will please me. Why?
Because my temple* will be called a house of
prayer for all nations.8The Lord my Master
said these things.

The people of Israel were forced to leave
their country. But the Lord will gather them
together again. The Lord says, “l will again
gather these people together.”

God Invites All People to Serve Him

Wild animals in the forest, come and eat!
10 The guardgprophetsjare all blind.
They don't know what they are doing.
They are like dogs that won't bark.
They lie on the ground and sleep.
Oh, they love to sleep.

Agreement Usually, this means the agreement God made with
Israel through Moses. Here it might mean the agreement of
Isaiah 55:3.

cut off If a person was “cut off" from Israel, it meant that he
died without children or that he was forced to leave his family
and the people of Israel. This meant that another family would
get his land and his family name would be removed from the
list of the people of Israel.

temple A special building for worshiping God. God commanded
the Jews to worship him at the temple in Jerusalem.
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11 They are like hungry dogs.
They are never satisfied.
The shepherds don't know
what they are doing.
_They are like their shegp !
that have all wandered away.
They are greedy. 8
All they want to do is satisfy
themselves.
12 They come and say,
“I will drink some wine.
| will drink some beer.
| will do the same thing tomorrow.
Only, I'will drink even more.”

840

Israel Does Not Follow God

The good people are all gone,
and no one even noticed.
The good people have gathered together ¢
But they don't understand why.
They don’t know that trouble is coming,
and that they have been gathered
together for protectign
2 But peace will come,
and the people will rest in their
own beds.

5

They will live the way God wants themto. 4,

3 “Come here you children of witches.
Your father is guilty of sexual sins,
and your mother sells her body for sex.
Come here!
4 You are evil and lying children.
You make fun of me.
You make faces at me.
You stick your tongues out at me.
5 All you want is to worship false gods
under every green tree.
You kill children by every stream,
and sacrifice them in the rocky places.
6 You love to worship the smooth rocks
in the rivers.

Do you think this makes me happy?

(No! It does not make me happy.
You make your bed on every hill

and high mountain.*
You go up to those places

and offer sacrifices.*
Then you get in those beds

and sin against me by loving

those gods.

You love those gods,
You enjoy looking at their naked bodies.
You were with me,

but you left me to be with them.
You hide the things that help you

remember me.
You hide those things

behind the doors and door posts.*
And then you go and make agreements

with those false gods.
You use your oils and perfumes

to look nice for Molech.*
You sent your messengers to faraway

lands.
And this will bring you down to Sheal,
the place of death

Israel Should Trust God, Not Statues
“You have worked hard to do these things,

but you never became tired.
You found new strength,
because you enjoyed these things.

11 You did not remember me.

You did not even notice me!
So, who were you worrying about?
Who were you afraid of?
Why did you lie?
Look, | have been quiet for a long time—
and you did not honor me.

12 could tell about your ‘good works'

and all the ‘religious’ things you do;
but those things are useless!

You pour wine on them to worship themevery hill and high mountain  The peaple worship false gods
You give sacrifices* to them in these places. The people thought these false gods would

give them good crops and more children.
but those rocks are all you get. door posts The people of Israel were supposed to put special

things on their door frames to help them remember God. See
Deut. 6:9.
sacrifices Gifts to God. Sometimes these were special kinds Molech A false god. This name is like the Hebrew word
animals that were killed and burned on an altar. meaning “king.”
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When you need help,
you cry to those false gods

that you have gathered around you.

Let them help you!
But I tell you,

the wind will blow them all away.
A puff of wind will blow them all away.
But the person that depends on me

will get the land] promiseg.

That person will have my holy mountain.

The Lord Will Save His People

Clear the road! Clear the road!
Make the way clear for my people!

God is high and lifted up.
God lives forever.
God's name is holy.
God says:
I live in a high and holy place,
but also with people that are
sad and humble.
| will give new life to the people
that are humble in spirit.
| will give new life to the people
that are sad in their hearts.
| will not continue fighting forever.
| will not always be angry.
If I continued to be angry,
then man's spirit
—the life | gave them—
would die in front of me.
These people did evil things,
and it made me angry.
So, I punished Israel.
| turned away from him
because | was angry.
And Israel left me.
He went wherever he wanted.
| saw where Israel went.
So, I will heal(forgive) him.
| will comfort him

841 ISAIAH 57:13-58:5

| will give peace to the people near me
and to the people that are far away.

| will heal (forgive)those people!”

The Lord himself said these things.

20But evil people are like the angry ocean.
They can't be quiet and peaceful. They are
angry, and like the ocean, they stir up mud.
My God says?1‘There is no peace for evil

«people.”

People Must Be Told to Follow God

5 Shout as loud as you can!
Don't stop yourself!
Shout loud like a trumpet!
Tell the people about the wrong things
they have done!
Tell Jacob’s family about their sins!
2 Then they will come every day
to worship me.
And they will want to learn my ways.
They will become a nation that lives right.
They will not quit following
God’s good commands.
They will ask me to judge them fairly.
They will want to go to God
for his fair decisions

3Now those people say, “We stop eating
food to show honor to you. Why don't you
see us? We hurt our bodies to show honor to
you. Why don’t you notice us?”

But the Lord says, “You do things to please
yourselves on those special days for not
eating food. And you punish your servants—
not your own bodies?You are hungry; but
not for food. You are hungry for arguing and
fighting, not bread. You are hungry to hit
people with your evil hands. When you stop
eating food, it is not for me. You don't want
to use your voice to praise Mo you think
on those special days for not eating food that
all I want is to see people punish their bodies?

and say words to make him feel better.Do you think | want people to look sad? Do
Then he and his people will not feel sad. you think | want people to bow their heads

| will teach them a new word:
‘Peace.’

like dead plants and wear clothes of sadness”
Do you think | want people to sit in ashes to
show their sadness? That is what you do on

holy mountain - This is the mountain the temple in Jerusalem your speC|a| days for not eating food. Do you
built on.”

think that is what the Lord wants?
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6 will tell you the kind of special day |  3That will happen when you stop sinning
want—a day to make people free. | want a dagainst God's law about the Sabbath.* And
that you take the burdens off people. | wantthat will happen when you stop doing things to
day when you make the troubled people freeplease yourself on that special day. You
want a day when you take the burdens frcshould call the Sabbath a happy day. You
their shoulders?l want you to share your foocshould honor the Lord’s special day. You
with the hungry people. | want you to fincshould honor that special day by not doing and
poor people that don’t have homes, and | wesaying those things you do every other day.
you to bring them into your own homes

4
When you see a man that has no clothes Then you can ask the Lord

/nen ) e to be kind to you.
give him your clothes! Don’t hidgfrom And he will carr '

_ ntn ; y you to the High Places
helping those peopfethey are just like you. above the earth.

8If you do these things, your light will
begin shining like the light of dawn. Thel
your wounds will heal. Your “Goodness’
(God)will walk in front of you, and the Glory The Lord himself said these things!
of the Lord* will come following behind you.
9Then you will call to the Lord, and the Lorc  Evil People Should Change Their Lives

will answer you. You will shout to the Lord5 Look, the Lord’s power is enough to
and he will say, “Here | am.” save you. He can hear you when you
ask him for helpZBut your sins separate you
God's People Must Do Right from your God. The Lord sees your sins, and
You should stop making troubles anhe turns away from you.
burdens for people. You should stop usir 3Your hands are dirty; they are covered
bitter words and blaming people for thing:with blood. Your fingers are covered with
10You should feel sorry for hungry people anguilt. You tell lies with your mouth. Your
give them food. You should help the peoptongue says evil thinggNo person tells the
that are troubled—satisfy their needs. Thetruth about other people. People sue each
your light will shine in the darkness. And yoiother in court, and they depend on false
will have no sadness. You will be bright lik@rguments to win their cases. They tell lies
sunshine at noon. about each other. They are full of trouble,
11The Lord will always lead you. He willand they give birth to evieThey hatchevil,
satisfy your soul in dry lands. The Lord willlke; €ggs from poisonous snakes. If you eat
give strength to your bones. You will be like one of those eggs you will die. And if you
garden that has much water. You will be like Preak one of those eggs, a poison snake will
spring that always has water. come out.

12Your cities have been destroyed fc__The lies people tell are like spider webs.
many, many years. But new cities will b °These webs can't be used for clothes. You

buil, and the foundations of these cities wic@Nt cOver yourself with those webs. .
continue for many, many years. You will b Some people do evil things and use their

called “The One Who Fixes Fences.” And ychands to hurt other peopl&hose people use

will be called. “The One Who Builds Roadthei" feet to run to evil. They hurry to kill
and Houses.” people that have done nothing wrong. They

think evil thoughts. Rioting and stealing is
their way of living.
Glory of the Lord One of the forms God used when he

appeared to people. It was like a bright shining light. St
Ex. 40:34-36. Sabbath Saturday, a special day of rest and worship for Jews.

And he will give you all the things
that belonged to Jacob your father.



8Those people don't know the way of peac 7

843 ISAIAH 59:8-60:2

_The Lord prepared for batjle

Those people don't do what is right and fai The Lord put on

They are very crooked. And people who liv the armor of goodness,

like that will never have peace in their lives. the helmet of salvation,
the clothes of punishment,

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

Israel’s Sin Brings Trouble

All fairness and goodness is gone. 18
There is only darkness near us,
so we must wait for the light.
We hope for a bright light,
but all we have is darkness.
We are like people without eyes.
We walk into walls like blind people.
We stumble and fall like it is night.
Even in the daylight we can't see. 19
At noontime we fall like dead men.
We are al|very sag
making sad sounds like doves and beal
We are waiting for a time
when people are fair.
But there is no fairness yet.
We are waiting to be saved, 20
but salvation is still far away.
Why? Because we have done many, mar
wrong things against our God.

the coat of strong love.*
The Lord is angry at his enemies.
So the Lord will give them
the punishment they deserve.
The Lord is angry with his enemies.
So the Lord will punish the people
in all the faraway places.
The Lord will give them
the punishment they deserve.
Then people in the west
will fear and respect the Lord’s name.
People in the east
will fear and respect His Glory.*
The Lord will come quickly like
a fast flowing river blown by
a powerful wind from the Lord.
Then a Savior will come to Zion.*
He will come to the people of Jacob
that sinned but came back to God.

Our sins show we are wrong. 21The Lord says, “I will make an
We know we are guilty of doing Agreement with those people. | promise, my
these things. Spirit and my words that | put in your mouth

We sinned and turned against the Lord. il never leave you. They will be with your
We turned away from him and left him.  children and your children’s children. They

We planned evil things. - - "
We planned things that are against God. will be with you for now and forever.

We have thought of these things
and planned them in our hearts.
Justice has turned away from us.
Fairness stands far away.
Truth has fallen in the streets.
Goodness is not allowed to enter the city
Truth is gone.

God Is Coming!

60“Jerusalem, my light, get up!

Your Light (God)is coming!
The Glory of the Lord* will shine on you.
Darkness now covers the earth

and the people are in darkness.
But the Lord will shine on you,

And people that try to do good
are robbed.

The Lord looked,

and he could not find any goodness.
The Lord did not like this.
The Lord looked and was surprised

that he could find no person

to stand and speak for the people.

So the Lord used his own power

and his own goodness,

and the Lord saved the people.

and his Glory will appear on you.

strong love This Hebrew word means strong feelings like love,
hate, anger, zeal, or jealousy.

His Glory The “Glory of the Lord,” one of the forms God used
when he appeared to people. It was like a bright shining light.
See Ex. 40:34-36.

Zion The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built on.
Sometimes it means the people of God living in Jerusalem.

Glory of the Lord One of the forms God used when he
appeared to people. It was like a bright shining light. See
Ex. 40:34-36.
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3 The nations will come to your Ligk&od)
Kings will come to your bright Light.
Look around you!
See, people are gathering around
and coming to you.
They are your sons coming from far away
And your daughters are coming
with them.
_This will happen in the future.
And at that time, you will see your people
and your faces will shine
\with happiness
(First, you will be afraid,
but then, you will be excited!
All the riches from across the seas
will be set before you.
The riches of the nations
will come to you.
Herds of camels from Midian and Ephah
will cross your land.
Long lines of camels will come from Sheba
They will bring gold and incense.
People will sing praises to the Lord.
People will collect all the sheep
from Kedar
and give them to you.
They will bring you rams from Nebaioth.
You will offer those animals on my altar.
And | will accept them.
| will make my wonderful temple*
even more beautiful.
Look at the people!
They are hurrying to you
like clouds quickly crossing the sky.
They are like doves flying to their nests
The faraway lands are waiting for me.
The great cargo ships are ready to salil.
Those ships are ready to bring
your children from faraway lands.
They will bring silver and gold with them
to honor the Lord your God,
the Holy One of Israel.
The Lord does wonderful things for you.
Children from other lands
will build your walls again.
Their kings will serve you.
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“When | was angry, | hurt you.
But now, | want to be kind to you.
So | will comfort you.
11 Your gates will always be open.
They will not be closed night or day.
Nations and kings will bring
their wealth to you.
12 Any nation or kingdom
that does not serve you
will be destroyed.
13 All the great things of Lebanon*
will be given to you.
People will bring pine trees, fir trees,
and cypress trees to you.
These trees will be used for lumber
to make my holy place* more beautiful.
This place is like a stool
in front of my throne,
And | will give it much honor.
14" In the past, people hurt you.
Those people will bow down before you.
In the past, people hated you.
Those people will bow down
at your feet.
Those people will call you
‘The Lord's City.’
‘The Zion* of the Holy One of Israel.”

The New Israel: Land of Peace

15 “You will never again be left alone.
You will never again be hated.
You will never again be empty.
| will make you great forever.
You will be happy forever and ever.
16 Nationswill give you everything
you neegl
It will be like a child
drinking milk from its mother.
But you will ‘drink’ riches from kings.
Then you will know that it is I, the Lord,
who saves you.
You will know that the Great God
of Jacob protects you.

Lebanon A country north of Israel. It was famous for its great

cedar and pine trees.

my holy place This probably means the temple in Jerusalem.

temple A special building for worshiping God. God commande Zion  The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built on.

the Jews to worship him at the temple in Jerusalem.

Sometimes it means the people of God living in Jerusalem.



845 ISAIAH 60:17-61:10

17 “You now have copper, sent me to announce the time when the Lord
| will bring you gold. will show his kindness. God sent me to
You now have iron, announce the time when our God will punish
| will bring you silver. evil people. God sent me to comfort sad
| will change your wood into copper. people.3God sent me to the sad people of
| will change your rocks into iron. Zion. || will get them ready for the
| will change your punishment into peace.celebration.| will take away the ashes on their
People now hurt you, head, and | will give them a crown. | will take

but people will do good things for you. away their sadness, and | will give them the oil
18 @ : : , of happiness. | will take away their sorrow,
There wil nevetr again be news of violencea 4 |'will give them celebration clothes. God
Inyour country. - sent me to name those people ‘Good Trees’
People will never again attack your countr', - 4 “Tha | ord’s Wonderful Plant.
y and'ﬁteal from you. | 4“At that time, the old cities that were
Ou Will hame your walls, destroyed will be built again. Those cities wil

Salvation. be made new like they were in the beginning.
You will name your gates, The cities that were destroyed for many,
Praise. many years will be made like new.
19 “The sun will no longer be your light 5“Then your enemies will come to you and
during the day. care for your sheep. The children of your
The light from the moon will no longer ~ €nemies will wor_k in your fields and in your
be your lightat night. gardensSYou will be called, ‘The Lord's
Because the Lord will be your light forever. Priests,” ‘The Servants of our God.’ You will
Your God will be your glory. have the riches that come from all the nations

20 Your ‘sun’ will never go down again_ on earth. And you will be proud you have it.
Your ‘moon’ will never be dark again. 7 I the past other people shamed you and
Because the Lord will be your light forever.said bad things to you. You were shamed

And your time of sadness will end. ~ much more than any other people. So in your
land you will get two times more than other

2L “All of your people will be good. peopie. You will get happiness that continues
Those people will get the earth forever forever. 8 Why will this happenpBecause |
I made those people. am the Lord and | love fairness. | hate
They are the wonderful plant stealing and everything that is wrong. So |
that | made with my own hands. || give the people the payment they should
22 The smallest family will become have. | will make an Agreement with my
a large family group. people forever9Everyone in all nations will
The smallest family will become know my people. Everyone will know the
a powerful nation. children from my nation. Any person that sees
When the time is right, them will know that the Lord blesses them.”
|, the Lord, will come quickly.
| will make these things happen.” God's Servant Brings Salvation
, 10 “The Lord makes me very, very happy.
The Lord's Message of Freedom My whole self is happy in my God.
6 _The Lord's servant says,The Lord The Lord put the clothes of salvation on me.
y Master put his Spirit in me. God These clothes are like the nice clothes
chose me to tell good news to poor people ar aman wears at his wedding.
to comfort sad people. God sent me to tell th The Lord put the coat of goodness on me.
captives that they are free and to tell th This coat is like the beautiful clothes

prisoners that they have been set fré8od awoman wears at her wedding.
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11 The earth causes plants to grow.
People plant seeds in the garden,
and the garden makes them grow.
In the same way, the Lord
will make goodness grow.
The Lord will make praise grow
in all the nations.”

New Jerusalem: A City Full of Goodness

6 ‘I love Zion,
so | will continue to speak for her.
| love Jerusalem,
so | will not stop speaking.
| will speak until goodness shines
like a bright light.
| will speak until salvation burns bright
like a flame.
2 Then all nations will see your goodness.
All kings will see your honor.
Then you will have a new name.
The Lord himself will give you
that new name.
3 The Lord will be very proud of you.
You will be like a beautiful crown
in the Lord’s hand.
4 You will never again be called
‘The People that God had Left.’
Your land will never again be called
‘The Land that God Destroyed.’
You will be called
‘The People God Loves.’
Your land will be called
‘God'’s Bride.’
Why? Because the Lord loves you.
And your land will belong to him.
5 When a young man loves a woman,
he marries her,
and she becomes his wife.
In the same way, your land will belong
to your children.
A man is very happy with his new wife.
In the same way, your God
will be very happy with you.”

God Will Keep His Promises

6 “Jerusalem, | put guardprophets)
on your walls.
Those guards will not be silent.
They will keep praying day and night.”

846

Guards, you must keep praying to
the Lord.
You must make him remember
his promise.
Don't ever stop praying.
7 You must pray to the Lord
until he makes Jerusalem a city
that people on earth will praise.

8 The Lord made a promise.
The Lord used his own power as proof.
And the Lord will use his power
to keep that promise.

The Lord said,
“I promise that | will never again
give your food to your enemies.
| promise that your enemies
will never again take the wine
that you make.
9 The person that gathers food will eat it,
and that person will praise the Lord.
The person that gathers the grapes,
will drink the wine from those grapgs
Al these things will happen
in my holy land.”

10 Come through the gates!
Make the way clear for the people!
Prepare the road!
Move all the stones off the road!
Raise the flag as a sign for the people!

11 Listen, the Lord is speaking to all the
faraway lands:
“Tell the people of Zion:*
Look, your Savior is coming.
He is bringing your reward to you.
He is bringing that reward with him.”

12 His people will be called:
“The Holy People,”
“The Saved People of the Lord.”
And Jerusalem will be called:
“The City God Wants,”
“The City God Is With.”

Zion The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built on.

Sometimes it means the people of God living in Jerusalem.
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The Lord Judges His People 9

Who is this coming from Edom?*
He comes from Bozrah.*
And his clothes are stained bright red.
He is glorious in his clothes.
He is walking tall with his great power.
He says,
“I have the power to save you.
And | speak the truth.” 10

2 “Why are your clothes bright red?
They are like the clothes of a person
that walks on grapes to make wine!”

6

11
3 | He answers,

‘| walked in the winepress* by myself.
No one helped me.
| was angry and | walked on the grapes.
The juice* splashed on my clothes.
So now my clothes are dirty.
4 | chose a time to punish people.
Now the time has come for me
to save and protect my people.
5 | looked around, but | saw no person
to help me.
| was surprised that no one supported me
So | used my own power
to save my people.
My own anger supported me.
6  While | was angry, | walked on people.
| punished them while | was mad.
| poured their blood* on the ground.” 13

The Lord Has Been Kind to His People

7 1 will remember that the Lord is kind.
And | will remember to praise the Lord. 14
The Lord gave many good things to the
family of Israel.
The Lord has been very kind to us.
The Lord showed mercy to us.
8 The Lord said,
“These are my people.
These are my real children.”
So the Lord saved those people.

Edom A country east of Judah.

Bozrah A city in Edom.

winepress A place where people walk on grapes to squeeze the
juice from them. This juice then becomes wine. 15

juice  Or, “strong drink” or “blood.”

blood Or, “strong drink” or “strength.”

ISAIAH 63:1-15

The people had many troubles,
but the Lord was not against them.
The Lord loved the people
and felt sorry for them.
So the Lord saved them.
He sent his special angel to save them.
He picked them up and carried them,
and,he will take care of thepforever.
But the people turned against the Lord.
They made his Holy Spirit very sad.
So the Lord became their enemy.
The Lord fought against those people.

But the Lord still remembers
what happened a long time ago.
He remembers Moses and his people.
The Lord is the One who brought
the people through the sea.
The Lord used his shepherisophets)
to lead his flocKpeople)
But where is the Lord now—
the One who put his Spirit in Moses?
The Lord led Moses by the right hand.
The Lord used his wonderful power
to lead Moses.
The Lord divided the water
so that the people could walk
through the sea.
The Lord made his name famous
by doing those great things.
The Lord led the people
through the deep seas.
The people walked without falling,
like a horse walking through the desert.
A cow does not fall,
just walking in the field.
In the same way, the people did not fall
while going through the sga.
The Lord's Spirit led the people
to a resting place.
The people were safe the whole time.
Lord, that is the way
you led your people.
You led the people
and you made your name wonderful.

A Prayer for God to Help His People

Lord, look down from the heavens.
See the things that are happening now!
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Look down at us from your great and holy 4 Your people never really listened to you.
home in heaven. Your people never really heard
Where is your strong love* for us? the things you said.
Where are your powerful works No person has ever seen a God like you.
that come from deep inside you? There is no other God—only you.
Where is your mercy for me? If people are patient
Why are you hiding your kind love and wait for you to help them,
from me? then you will do great things for them.
16 Look! You are our father! _ L
Abraham doesn't know us. 5> You are with people that enjoy doing good.
Israel(Jacob)does not recognize us. Those people remember you by living
Lord, you are our father! ~ the way you want them to.
You are the One WhO has a|WayS Butin the paSt we S|nn€‘d agaInSt yOU.
saved us! So you became angry at us.
17 Lord, why are you pushing us Now, how will we be saved?
away from you? 6 We are all dirty with sin.
Why are you making it hard Even our good workgre not purg
for us to follow you? They are like blood-stained rags.
Come back to us Lord! We are all like dead leaves.
We are your servants. Our sins have carried us away
Come to us and help us! like wind.
Our families belong to you. 7 We don't worship you.
18" Your holy people lived in their land We don't trust in your name.
only a short time. We aren't excited about following you.
Then our enemies trampléatalk on) So you have turned away from us.
your holy temple.* We are helpless before you,
19 Some pe0p|e don't follow you. because we are full of sin.
Those people don't wear your name. & ButLord, you are our father.
And we were like those people. We are like clay.
. _ And you are the potter.*
6 4 If you would tear open the skies Your hands made us all.
and come down to earth, 9 Lord, don't continue to be angry with us!
then everything would change Don't remember our sins forever!
The mountains would melt before you. Please, look at us!
2 The mountaingvould burst into flames " We are your people.

like burning bushes.
_The mountains would hoil like
water on the fire.

Then your enemies would learn about yo
Then all nations would shake with fear

11

Your holy cities are empty.

Those cities are like deserts now.
Zion* is a desert!

Jerusalem is destroyed!
Our ancestors worshiped you in

when they see you. our holy temple.
3 But we don't really want Our temple was so wonderful,
you to do these things. but now it has been burned in the fire!

The mountains would melt before you.

All our precious possessions
have been destroyed.

strong love This Hebrew word means strong feelings like love
hate, anger, zeal, or jealousy. potter A person that makes pots and other things from clay.
temple A special building for worshiping God. God commande Zion  The southeast part of the mountain Jerusalem is built on.
the Jews to worship him at the temple in Jerusalem. Sometimes it means the people of God living in Jerusalem.
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12 Will these things always keep you from  They do this because the grapes can still be

.Showing your love to 48 used. | will do the same thing to my servants.
Will you continue to say nothing? | will not completely destroy then®l will
Will you punish us forever? keep some of the people of Jac@brael).
Some of the people of Judah will get my
All People Will Learn About God mountain. My servants will live there. | will

6 The Lord says, “I helped people thachoose the people that will live the#€Then

ad not come to me for advice. ThSharon Valley* will be a field for sheep. The
people that found me were not looking foValley of Achor* will be a place for cattle to
me. | spoke to a nation that does not wear rrest. All these things will be for my people—
name. | said, ‘Here | am! Here | am!’ the people that look for me.

2| stood ready to accept people that turne 11*But you people left the Lord, so you will
against me. | was waiting for those people ‘be punished. You people forgot about my holy
come to me. But they continued living a wamountain.* You began to worship Luck. You
that is not good. They did anything theidepend on the false god FatéZBut | decide
hearts wanted to déThose people are inyour future, And | decided that you will be
front of me always making me angry. Thoskilled with a sword. You will all be killed.
people offer sacrifices* and burn incense* iWhy? Because | called to you, and you refused
their special gardens4Those people sit to answer me! | spoke to you, and you would
among the graves. They wait to get messacnot listen. You did the things that | say are evil.
from dead people. They even live among de You decided to do the things that | don't like.”

bodies. They eat pig meat. Their forks ar 13 g he | ord my Master said these things.
knives are dirty with rotten meat. “My servants will eat

S“But those people tell other people, ‘Don’ but : i
, e you evil people will be hungry.
come near me! Don't touch me until | mak My servants will drink,

you clean.” Those people are like smoke : : :
my eyes. And their fire burns all the time.” M;E) gé)r/\;);mesv Uvﬁfgg Iﬁavgglybe thisty.

but you evil people will be shamed.

. srael M.USt Be .P Lnished 14 My servants will be happy with joy,
6“Look, here is a bill that must be paid but you evil people will cry
.This bill shows you are guilty for your sins. with sadness.*
will not be quiet until | pay this bill, and I will Your spirits will be broken

pay the bill by punishing you. and you will be very sad.
™Your sins and your fathers’ sins are al 15 your names will be like bad words
the same.” The Lord said this, “Your father to my servants.”

did these sins when they burned incense* o
the mountains. They shamed me on tho The Lord my Master will kill you.

hills. And | punished them first. | gave then And he will call his servants
the punishment they should have.” by @ new name. -
16 People now ask blessings from the earth.
God Will Not Completely Destroy Israel (But in the futurg,they will ask blessings
8The Lord says, “When there is new win from the faithful God.

in the grapes, people squeeze out the wir

But they don't completely destroy the grape sharon valley The low land along the coast of Palestine.
Valley of Achor A valley about ten miles north of Jerusalem.
my holy mountain Mount Zion, the mountain Jerusalem is

sacrifices Gifts to God. Sometimes these were special kinds 1 built on.

animals that were killed and burned on an altar. Luck ... Fate Two false gods. The people thought these gods
incense A kind of spice that smells good when it is burned. | controlled their futures.
was burned as a gift to God. My servants ... sadness Literally, “My servants will rejoice

special gardens Gardens where people worshiped false gods.  with good hearts and you will scream with painful hearts.”
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People now trust in the power of the eartt 23 Women will never again suffer childbirth

when they make a promise.
\But in the futurg,they will trust
in the faithful God.
Why? Because the troubles in the past
will all be forgotten.
My people will never again
remember those troubles.

A New Time Is Coming

People will not remember the past.
They won't remember any of those things

18- My people will be happy.

They will rejoice forever and ever.
Why? Because of what | will make.
| will make a Jerusalem that is full of joy,
and | will make them a happy people.

19 “Then | will be happy with Jerusalem.

| will be happy with my people.
There will never again be crying
and sadness in that city.

20 There will never be a child from that city,

that is born and lives only a few days.
No person from that city will die
after only a short life.
Every child will live a long life,
and every older person will live
for a long, long time.
A person that lives 100 years
will be called young.
And people will think a person was curse!
if he does not live to be 100 years old.

21 “In that city, if a person builds a house,

that person will live there.

If a person plants a garden of grapes,
that person will eat the grapes
from that garden.

22 Never again will

one person build a house
and another person live there.
Never again will
one person plant a garden
and another person eat the fruit from it

.only to have the baby die
Women will never again be afraid

of what might happen during childbirth.
All my people and their children

will be blessed by the Lord.

24| will know what they need

hefore they ask.
And | will help them—
even before they finish asking.

17 “I will make a new heaven and a new eartt 25 Wolves and little lambs will eat together.

Lions will eat with cattle.
A snake on the ground will not scare
or hurt
any person on my holy mountain.”
The Lord said all those things.

God Will Judge All Nations

This is what the Lord says,

‘The skies are my throne.
The earth is my footstool.

So do you think you can build
a house for me?

No! You can't!

Can you give me a place to rest?
No! You can't!

2 | myself made all things.

All things are here because |
made them.”
The Lord himself said these things.
“Tell me, what people do | care for?
| care for the poor people.
| care for the people that are very sad.
| care for people that obey my words.
Some people kill bullsas a sacrifice
but they also beat people.
Those people kill sheep as a sacrifice,
but they also break the necks of dogs!
Those people offer up grain offerings,
but they also offer the blood of pigs!*
Those people burn incense,*
but they also love their worthless idols.*
Those people choose their own ways.
And they also love their terrible idols.

dogs ... pigs God did not want his people to offer dogs and pigs
as sacrifices.

incense A kind of spice that smells good when it is burned. It
was burned as a gift to God.

idols  Statues of false gods that people worshiped.

My people will live as long as the trees.
My chosen people will enjoy
the things they make.



851

4 So | decided to use their own tricks!
.| mean thatl will punish them
using the things they are most
afraid of.
| called to those people,
but they did not listen.
| spoke to them,
but they did not hear me.
So | will do the same thing to them.
Those people did things I said are evil.
They chose to do things | did not like.”

5 You people that obey the Lord’s command
should listen to the things
the Lord says,
“Your brothers hated you.
They turned against you
because you followed me.
Your brothers said,
‘We will come back to you
when the Lord is honored.
Then we will be happy with you.’
Those bad people will be punished.

Punishment And A New Nation

6Listen! There is a loud noise coming fron
the city and the temple.* That noise is th
Lord punishing his enemies. The Lord i
giving them the punishment they should hav:

7-8'A woman does not give birth before
she feels the pain. A woman must feel tr
pain of childbirth before she can see the b
she gives birth to,In the same way,no
person ever saw a new world begin in or

ISAIAH 66:4-17

10 Jerusalem, be happy!
All you people who love Jerusalem,
be happy!
Sad things happened to Jerusalem,
S0 some of you people are sad.
But now you people should be happy.
11 Why? Because you will receive mercy
like milk coming from her breast.
That “milk” will truly satisfy you!
You people will drink the milk,
and you will truly enjoy
the glory of Jerusalem.

12 The Lord says,
“Look, | will give you peace.
This peace will come flowing to you
like a great river.
Wealth from all the nations on earth
will come flowing to you.
That wealth will come like a flood.
LYou will be like little babies
You will drink that ‘milk’ (wealth)
| will pick you up,
hold you in my arms,
and bounce you on my knees.
13 T will comfort you like a mother
comforts her child.
And you will be in Jerusalem when
| comfort you!”
14 You will see the things that you truly enjoy.
You will be free and grow like grass.
The Lord’s servants will see his power,
but the Lord’s enemies will see
his anger.

day. No person has ever heard of a new nati  15L0ok, the Lord is coming with fire. The
that began in one day. The land must firLord's armies are coming with clouds qf du_st.
have pain like the pain of birth. After the birtt The Lord will punish those people with his
pain then the land will give birth to heianger. The Lord will use flames of fire to
children—a new natiorf,In the same way) punish those people while he is ang¥The
will not cause pain without allowingLord will judge the people. Then the Lord
something new to be born.” will destroy the people with fire and with his
The Lord says this. “| promise, if | causesword. The Lord will destroy many people.
you the pain of birth then | will not stop you 7Those people wash themselves to make

from having your new nation.” Your God themselves pure for worshiping in their
said this. special gardens.* These people follow each

other into their special gardens. Then they

temple A special building for worshiping God. God commandet

the Jews to worship him at the temple in Jerusalem. special gardens Gardens where people worshiped false gods.
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worship their idols. But, the Lord will destroydonkeys, camels, and in chariots and wagons.
all those people. Your brothers and sisters will be like the gifts
“Those people eat the meat from pigs, rathat the people of Israel bring on clean plates
and other dirty things. But, all of those peopto the Lord’s temple.®24l will also choose
will be destroyEd tOgether.” (The Lord hlmsesome of these peop|e to be priests and

said these things.) _ Levites.*” The Lord himself said these things.
18Those people have evil thoughts and ¢

evil things. So | am coming to punish them.  The New Heavens and the New Earth
will gather all nations and all people. Al 22 will make a new world—and the new
?gople will come together and see my POWtpeayeng and the new eaptill last forever,

| will put a mark on some of the peoplgl—In the same way, your names and your

will save them. | will send some of these , . . : A
saved people fo the nations Tarshish,* LibyaCildren will always be with meAll people
will come to worship me on every worship

Lud* (the land of archers*), Tubal,* Greece’, " , :
and all the faraway lands. Those people hzdaY: they will come every Sabbath* and every

never heard my teachings. Those people h:fst day of the month.* = _
never seen my Glory.* So the saved peop 2¥(These people will be in my holy cify.
will tell the nations about my glorj20And And if they go outof the city they will see the
they will bring all your brothers and sisterdead bodies of the people that sinned against
from all nations. They will bring your brothersme., There will be worms in those bodjes

and sisters to my holy mountain,* Jerusalerand the worms will never digFires will burn
Your brothers and sisters will come on horsethose bodigs—and the fires will never stop.”

Tarshish A city far away from Israel, probably in Spain.
Tarshish was famous for its large ships that sailed the
Mediterranean Sea.
Libya A country in North Africa, west of Egypt.
Lud This country was probably in the country that is now
western Turkey.
archers  Soldiers that use bows and arrows in war.
Tubal This country was probably in the country that is novtemple A special building for worshiping God. God commanded
eastern Turkey. the Jews to worship him at the temple in Jerusalem.
my Glory The “Glory of the Lord,” one of the forms God usecLevites People from the family group of Levi. Only Levites
when he appeared to people. It was like a bright shining lig  could help the priests in the temple.
See Ex. 40:34-36. Sabbath Saturday, a special day of rest and worship for Jews.
my holy mountain  This is probably Mount Zion, the mountainfirst day of the month Literally, “new moon,” the first day of
Jerusalem is built on. the Jewish month and a special day of worship.



