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2 Chronicles

Solomon Asks for Wisdom the new king in my father’s placéNow,

1Solomon became a very strong kinLord God, keep your promise to my father

because the Lord his God was with hinDavid. You have chosen me to be king of a
The Lord made Solomon very great. very large nation. There are so many

2Solomon spoke to the people of Israel. Fpeople—they are like the dust of the earth!
spoke to the captains, generals, judges, 1™Now give me wisdom and knowledge so |
every leader in all Israel, and to the leaders can lead these people in the right way. No one
the families.3Then Solomon and all thecan rule these people without your help!”
people gathered together with him went to tt 11God said to Solomon, “You have the
high place* at Gibeon. God's Meeting Tentright attitude. You didn’t ask for wealth,
was there. The Lord’s servant Moses marriches or honor. You didn’t ask for your
that tent when he and the people of Israenemies to be killed. And you didn't ask for a
were in the desertDavid had carried God's long life. No, you did not ask for those things.
Box of the Agreement* from Kiriath JearimYou asked for wisdom and knowledge so you
to Jerusalem. David had made a place to pucould make wise decisions for my people—
in Jerusalem. David had set up a tent fithe people | chose you to rule ov&So | will
God's Box of the Agreement in Jerusalengive you wisdom and knowledge. But | will
SBezalel son of Uri had made a bronze altéalso give you wealth, riches, and honor. No
That bronze altar was in Gibeon in front cking who lived before you has ever had so
the Holy Tent. So Solomon and the peopmuch wealth and honor. And no king in the
went to Gibeon to ask the Lord for advicefuture will have as much wealth and honor.”
6Solomon went up to the bronze altar in fror - 1350, Solomon went to the place of worship
of the Lord at the Meeting Tent. Solomoiat Gibeon. Then Solomon left the Meeting

offered 1,000 burnt offerings* on the altar.  Tent* and went back to Jerusalem to rule as
"That night God came to Solomon. Goking of Israel.

said, “Solomon, ask me what you want me -
give you.” Solomon Builds His Army and Wealth

~8Solomon said to God, “You were very 14Splomon started gathering horses and

kind to my father David. You chose me to bchariots for his army. Solomon got 1,400
chariots and 12,000 horse soldiers. Solomon

high place(s) Places for worshiping God or false gods. Thes@Ut them in the chariot cities.* Solomon also
places were often on the hills and mountains. ut some of them in Jerusalem where the

Meeting Tent The Holy Tent (Tabernacle) where the people of,; 1 15
Israsl went to meet with God. ing’s home was!sIn Jerusalem, Solomon

Box of the Agreement The box containing the stone Iabletsgathered a lot of 90|d and s_ilver. There was so
with the Ten Commandments written on them and the othénuch gold and silver that it was as common

things that proved God was with the people of Israel durings rocks. Solomon gathered a lot of cedar
their time in the Sinai Desert. Also called “The Ark of the
Covenant.”

burnt offerings  Gifts to God. Usually these were animals thachariot cities Cities with special places to keep the horses and
were killed and completely burned on the altar. chariots.
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wood. There was so much cedar that it was cannot build a temple for God. | can only
common as sycamore trees in the western thuild a place to burn incense* to honor him.
country. 16Solomon brought in horses from  ™Now, | would like you to send me a man
Egypt and Kue.* The king’s businessmewho is skilled in working with gold, silver,
bought the horses in Kué’Solomon’s bronze, and iron. That man must know how to
businessmen bought a chariot from Egypt fwork with purple, red, and blue cloth. That
600 shekels* of silver, and a horse for 15man will work here in Judah and Jerusalem
shekels* of silver. The businessmen then scwith the craftsmen my father chog®lso

the horses and chariots to all the kings of tisend me wood from cedar trees, pine trees,

Hittite people and to the kings of Aram. and algum trees from the country of Lebanon.
| know your servants are experienced at
Solomon Plans for Temple and Palace cutting down trees from Lebanon. My

280|omon planned to build a temple* tcservants will help your servanty. will need
give honor to the Lord’s name. Solomoilots of wood because the temple | am building
also planned to build a king's house fowill be very large and beautiful9This is
himself. 2Solomon got 70,000 laborers anwhat | will pay for your servants to cut down
80,000 stonemasons to cut stones in tthe trees for wood. | will give them 125,000
mountains. Solomon chose 3,600 foremen bushels* of wheat for food, 125,000 bushels
supervise the workers. of barley, 115,000 gallons* of wine, and
SThen Solomon sent a message to Hirai115,000 gallons of oil.” ,
Hiram was the king of the city of Tyre. 1iThen Hiram answered Solomon. Hiram
Solomon said, “Help me like you helped m'sent a message to Solomon. This is what that

father David. You sent wood to him fronrmessage said: “Solomon, the Lord loves his

cedar trees so he could build a house fpeople. That is why he chose you to be their
himself to live in.4l will build a temple* to king.” 12Hiram also said, “Praise the Lord

honor the name of the Lord my God. At th God of Israel! He made heaven and earth. He

temple we will burn incense* in front of thegave a wise son to King David. Solomon, you
Lord, and we will always put the holy breadhave wisdom and understanding. You are
on the special table. We will offer burn‘building a temple* for the Lord. You are also
offerings every morning and evening, everbuilding a king’s house for yoursel# will
Sabbath day, every New Moon,* and on trsend you a skilled craftsman named Huram
other feast days that the Lord our God hiAbi.* 14His mother was from the family
commanded us to celebrate. This is a rule {9roup of Dan. And his father was from the
5:Our God is greater than all the otheWith gold, silver, bronze, iron, stone, and
gods. So | will build a great temple* for him Wood. Huram Abi also has skill in working
8No person can really build a house to put o With purple, biue, and red cloth and expensive
God in. Not even heaven can hold God—rlinen.* Huram Abi can design and build

not even the universe can hold our God! Scnything you tell him. He will work with your
craftsmen and with the craftsmen of your

e OrCiic i what e Tutk father King David.
ue Or Cllicia, a country In what IS now southern furkey. 15 H :
600 shekels 15 pounds or 6.9Kq, Now, Sir, you offered to give us wheat,

150 shekels 3 3/4 pounds or 1.725kg, barley, oil, and wine. Give those things to my

temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship. servants16And we will cut wood from the
incense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a swee
smelling smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.
holy bread This was the special bread that was put in the Ho 125,000 bushels Or, “4,400,000 I.” Literally, “20,000 cors.”
Tent. It is also called, “shewbread” or “the bread of th 115,000 gallons Literally, “20,000 baths.”
Presence.” See Lev. 24:5-9. | will send ... Huram Abi  Or, “I will send one of the
New Moon This was the first day of the Hebrew month. Ther  craftsmen of my father Hiram.”
were special meetings on these days to worship God. linen A type of cloth.



2 CHRONICLES 2:17-3:16 506

country of Lebanon. We will cut as much woowas gold from Parvaim.¥Solomon covered
as you need. We will tie the logs together aithe inside of the temple with the gold.
float them by sea to the town of Joppa. ThiSolomon put the gold on the ceiling beams,
you can carry the wood to Jerusalem.” doorposts, walls, and doors. Solomon carved
17Then Solomon counted all the strangeCherub angels on the walls.

living in the country of Israel. This was afte 8Then Solomon made the Most Holy
the time when David counted the peopliPlace.* The Most Holy Place was 20 cubits*
David was Solomon’s father. They founlong and 20 cubits* wide. It was as wide as
153,600 strangers in the count#Solomon the temple* was. Solomon put pure gold on
chose 70,000 strangers to carry thingthe walls of the Most Holy Place. The gold
Solomon chose 80,000 strangers to be cuttweighed about 23 tonsSThe gold nails
of stone in the mountains. And Solomoweighed 1 1/4 pounds.* Solomon covered the
chose 3,600 strangers to be the supervisorsupper rooms with goldt%Solomon made two

keep the people working. Cherub angels* to put in the Most Holy Place.
The workers covered the Cherub angels with
Solomon Builds the Temple gold. 11IEach wing of the Cherub angels was

5 cubits* long. The total length of the wings
was 20 cubits.* One wing of the first Cherub
angel touched the wall on one side of the
room. The other wing touched one wing of
the second Cherub angéPAnd the other
wing of the second Cherub angel touched the
other wall on the other side of the room.
13The Cherub angels’ wings covered a total of
20 cubits.* The Cherub angels stood looking
inside toward the Holy Place.*

14Solomon made the curtain* by using blue,
purple, and red materials and expensive
linen.* Solomon made Cherub angels on the
curtain.

15Solomon put two columns in front of the
temple.* The columns were 35 cubits* tall.
The top part of the two columns was 5 cubits*
long. 16Solomon made chains in a necklace.
He put the chains on the tops of the columns.

Solomon began building the Lord’s temple

at Jerusalem on Mount Moriah. Moun
Moriah is the place where the Lord came
David, Solomon’s father. Solomon built th:
temple on the place that David had made rea
This place was at the threshing floor* that h
belonged to Araunah* the Jebusi#&olomon
started the work in the second month of h
fourth year as king of Israel.

3These are the measurements Solomon u
for building the foundation of God'’s temple.’
The foundation was 60 cubits* long an
20 cubits* wide. Solomon used the old cub
measure when he measured the temfilae
porch in front of the temple was 20 cubits
long and 20 cubits high.* Solomon covere
the inside of the porch with pure gold
5Solomon put panels made of cypress wor
on the walls of the larger room. Then he p
p-ure gOld over the cypress pan-e 's. And he lMost Holy Place The inside room where the Box of the Lord’s
pictures of palm trees and chains on the Pt Agreement sat. It is also named the “Holy of Holies.” It is the
gold. 6Solomon put valuable stones in th spiritual place where God lives and is worshiped.

temple for beauty. The gold Solomon use23tons Or, “20400kg.” Literaly, ‘600 talents.”

11/4 pounds Or, “575g.” Literally, “50 shekels.”

Cherub angels Special angels from God. Statues of these
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship. ~ angels were on top of the Box of the Agreement.
threshing floor A place where grain is beaten or walked on t5 cubits 8' 7 5/16" or 2.625m.

remove the hulls from the grain. Holy Place The room in the Holy Tent and in the temple that
Araunah  Or, “Oman.” was used by the priests to do their daily service to God.
60 cubits 103' 4 3/16” or 31.5m. curtain - This curtain was a large piece of cloth that hung
20 cubits 34’5 3/8" or 10.5m. between the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place so that no
20 cubits high 34’5 3/8" or 10.5m. Some of the Hebrew text:  one could see the Lord's Box of the Agreement and cherub
have “120 cubits high.” angels that were in there.

Parvaim This was a place where there was much gold. It wlinen A type of cloth.
probably in the country of Ophir. 35 cubits 60" 3 7/16” or 18.375m.
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Solomon made 100 pomegranates* and ptank. And Solomon put five basins on the left

them on the chaind’Then Solomon put the side of the large bronze tank. These ten basins
columns up in front of the temple. Onewere to be used to wash the things offered for
column stood on the right side. The othethe burnt offerings.* But the large bronze tank

column stood on the left side. Solomowas to be used by the priests for washing
named the column on the right side “Jakin.”before they offered sacrifices.*

And Solomon named the column on the le  7Solomon made ten lampstands of gold. He

side “Boaz.™ followed the plans made for these lampstands.
He put the lampstands in the temple.* There
Furniture for the Temple were five lampstands on the right side and

Solomon used bronze to make an altarfive lampstands on the left sid&Solomon
That bronze altar was 20 cubits* longmade ten tables and put them in the temple.*
20 cubits wide, and 10 cubits* ta®Then Five tables were on the right side and five

Solomon used melted bronze to make a lartables were put on the left side in the temple.
tank.* The large tank was round and iAnd Solomon used gold to make 100 basins.
measured 10 cubits* across from edge 9Solomon also made the Priests’ yard,* the
edge. And it measured 5 cubits* tall anGreat yard, and the doors for the yards. He
30 cubits* around3There were images ofused bronze to cover the doors that opened to
bulls under the lip of of the large bronzithe yard10Then he put the large bronze tank*
tank.* They were in two rows that wenion the right side of the temple on the
10 cubits around the tank. The bulls wersoutheast side.
molded in place when the tank was shape 1Huram made the pots, shovels, and basins.
4The large bronze tank was on top of twel\Then Huram finished his work for King
large statues of bulls. Three bulls lookeSolomon on God'’s temple.¥Huram had
toward the north. Three bulls looked towarmade the two columns and the large bowls on
the west. Three bulls looked toward ththe top parts of the two columns. Huram also
south. Three bulls looked toward the easmade the two net decorations to cover the two
The large bronze tank was on top of the:large bowls on the top parts of the two
bulls. All the bulls stood with their rear end:columns.13Huram made 400 pomegranates*
to each other and to the centefhe large for the two net decorations. There were two
bronze tank was 3 inches* thick. The edge rows of pomegranates for each net. The nets
the large tank was like the edge of a cup. Tlcovered the large bowls on the top parts on the
edge looked like a lily blossom. It could holttwo columns.14Huram also made the stands
about 17,500 gallons.* ~and the bowls on the stand&uram made the
6Solomon made ten basins. He put fivone large bronze tank* and twelve bulls under
basins on the right side of the large bronithe tank.16Huram made the pots, shovels,
forks, and all the things for King Solomon for
pomegranates A fruit that looks like an apple but filed with the Lord’s temple. These things were made of
n;]any dsfffds' These wtere not real pomegranates, but wesglished bronzel’King Solomon first poured
Jakisn aplﬁ Htlebergv(\)/fnJ?lg?ln;eg;s to mean “He establishes.” these .thmgs in clay molds. The molds were
Boaz In Hebrew, Boaz seems to mean “In him is strength” ~ Made: in the: Jordan Valley between the towns

altar(s) A stone table or a stand for offering sacrifices. of Succoth and Zeredab8Solomon made so
20 cubits 34’5 3/8” (10.5m).
10 cubits 17’2 11/16” (5.25m).

large tank Literally, “Sea.” burnt offerings  Gifts to God. Usually these were animals that
5 cubits 8' 7 5/16" (2.625m). were killed and completely burned on the altar.

30 cubits 51'8 1/16" (15.75m). sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually, it was a special animal that
large bronze tank Literally, “Sea.” was killed and burned on an altar.

3inches Or, “8cm.” Literally, “1 handbreadth.” temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.

17,500 gallons Or, “66,000 I.” Literally, “3,000 baths.” yard A special area outside the temple.
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many of these things that no person tried 4When all the elders of Israel arrived, the
weigh the bronze used. Levites picked up the Box of the Agreement.*
19Solomon also made the things for God>Then the priests and the Levites* carried the
temple.* Solomon made the golden altar.* HBox of the Agreement to Jerusalem. They also
made the tables where the bread of tlbrought the Meeting Tent* and all the holy
Presence was pugSolomon made thethings that were in it to JerusalefKing
lampstands and their lamps of pure gold. T Solomon and all the people of Israel met in
lamps were to burn in the way planned ffront of the Box of the Agreement. King
them in front of the Holy Place* inside Solomon and all the people of Israel sacrificed*
21Solomon used pure gold to make thsheep and bulls. There were so many sheep and
flowers, lamps, and tongs2Solomon used bulls no person could count theiThen the
pure gold to make the trimmers, bowls, parpriests brought the Box of the Lord’s
and the censers.* Solomon used pure gold Agreement to the place that was made ready for
make the doors for the temple, the insicit. That place was the Most Holy Place* inside
doors for the Most Holy Place* and the dooithe temple.* The Box of the Agreement was put
for the main hall. under the wings of the Cherub angel§The
Then all the work Solomon had done fcCherub angels spread their wings over the place
the Lord’s temple* was finished. Solomoiwhere the Box of the Agreement was. The
brought in all the things that his father DaviCherub angels stood over the Box of the
had given for the temple. Solomon brought ¢Agreement and the poles used to carry the Box.
the things in that were made of silver and gc®The poles were long enough that their ends
and all the furniture. Solomon put all thoscould be seen from the front of the Most Holy
things in the treasury rooms of God's temple Place. But no person could see the poles from
the outside of the temple. The poles are still
The Holy Box Carried Into the Temple there even todayiThere was nothing in the
2Solomon commanded the elders of IsraBox of the Agreement except the two tablets.*
and all the leaders of the family groups {Moses had put those two tablets in the Box of
meet together in Jerusalem. (These men wthe Agreement at Mount Horeb. Horeb was the
the leaders of the heads of the families place where the Lord made an Agreement with

Israel.) Solomon did this sthe Levitegcould the people of Israel. That happened after the
bring the Box of the Lord’s Agreement* yp  People of Israel came out of Egypt.

the templg from the City of David, that is, 1Al the priests that were there did the
Zion. 3All'the men of Israel met togethe ceremony to make themselves holy. Then, as

before King Solomon at the time of the Feathe priests came out of the Holy Place,* they

.of Shelters. This feast was held in thestood together, but not in their special groups.
seventh montiSeptember) 12The Levite singers stood at the east side of

the altar.* All of the singing groups of Asaph,
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship. Heman, and Jeduthun were there. And their

altar(s) A stone table or a stand for offering sacrifices. sons and relatives were there also. Those
Holy Place The room in the Holy Tent and in the temple the
was used by the priests to do their daily service to God.
tongs Something looking like scissors, used to hold hot coals. the priests and the Levites Or, “the priests, that is, the
censers Bowls used to carry fire. Levites.”
Most Holy Place The inside room where the Box of the Lord'sMeeting Tent The Holy Tent (Tabernacle) where the people of
Agreement sat. It is also named the “Holy of Holies.” Itis th  Israel went to meet with God.
spiritual place where God lives and is worshiped. sacrifice(d) To kill a special animal and burn it on an altar as a
Box of the Agreement The box containing the stone tabletc  gift to God.
with the Ten Commandments written on them and the ott Cherub angels Special angels from God. Statues of these
things that proved God was with the people of Israel durit  angels were on top of the Box of the Agreement.
their time in the Sinai Desert. Also called “The Ark of thetwo tablets They were the two tablets on which God wrote the
Covenant.” Ten Commandments.
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Levite singers were dressed in white linen for my name, you did welPBut, you cannot
They had cymbals,* lyres,* and harps. Thetbuild the temple. But your own son will build
were 120 priests there with those Levitthe temple for my namel®Now, the Lord has
singers. Those 120 priests blew trumpetdone what he said he would do. | am the new
13The people who blew the trumpets and ttking in my father’s place. David was my
people who sang were like one person. Thfather. Now | am Israel’s king. That is what
made one sound when they praised aithe Lord promised. And | have built the
thanked the Lord. They made a loud noistemple for the name of the Lord God of Israel.
with the trumpets, cymbals,* and instrumenill have put the Box of the Agreement* in the
of music. They sang the songPraise the temple. The Box of the Agreement is where
Lord Because He is Good. His True Lovthe Lord’s Agreement is kept. The Lord made

Continues Forever this Agreement with the people of Israel.”
Then the Lord's temple* was filled with a ,
cloud. 4The priests could not continue tc Solomon's Prayer

serve because of the cloud. This was becar 12Solomon stood in front of the Lord'’s

the Glory of the Lord* filled God’s temple. ~ altar.* He was standing in front of all the
people of Israel who were gathered together.

Then Solomon said, “The Lord said hiThen Solomon spread his hands and arms out.
would live in the dark clouc?l have built 13Solomon had made a bronze platform*
a house for you to live in, Lord. It is a higt5 cubits* long, 5 cubits* wide and 3 cubits*
house, a place for you to live in forever!”  and placed it in the middle of the outside
yard.* Then he stood on the platform and
Solomon’s Speech kneeled in front of all the people of Israel who

3King Solomon turned around and blesseWere gathered together. Solomon spread his
all the people of Israel gathered in front chands out toward the sky!Solomon said: -
him. 4Solomon said, “Give praise to the Lorc Lord God of Israel, there is no god like
God of Israel! The Lord has done what hyou in heaven or on earth. You keep your
promised to do when he talked to David magreement of love and kindness. You keep
father. This is what the Lord God saftiled Your agreement with your servants if they live
Israel out of Egypt long ago. And in all thatight with all their hearts and obey ydéYou
time, | have not chosen a city from any famil KEpt your promise to your servant David.
group of Israel for a place to build a house fiDavid was my father. You made a promise
my name. | have not chosen a man to lead 1With your mouth. And today you have made
people, the people of IsraéBut now | have that promise come true with your hands.
chosen Jerusalem as a place for my name. #°Now, Lord God of Israel, keep your

| have chosen David to lead my peaple IsraglPromise o your servant David. This is what
7“My father David wanted to build a Yo promised: You said, ‘David, you will not

temple* for the name of the Lord God ofail to have a man from your family sit on

‘David, when you wanted to build a templ
Box of the Agreement The box containing the stone tablets
with the Ten Commandments written on them and the other

linen A type of cloth. things that proved God was with the people of Israel during

cymbals A pair of metal platters that are hit against each othi  their time in the Sinai Desert. Also called “The Ark of the
to make a loud sound. Covenant.”

lyre(s) An instrument with several strings, like a harp. altar(s) A stone table or a stand for offering sacrifices.

They sang ... song Or, “They sang the Hallel and ...” This platform Something like a table where a person stood so all the
would be Psalms 111~ 118 and Psalm 136. people could see the person speaking.

temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship. 5 cubits 8’ 7 5/16” (2.625m).
Glory of the Lord One of the forms God used when he3 cubits 5’2" or (1.575m).
appeared to people. It was like a bright shining light. yard A special area outside the temple.
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happen only if your sons are careful in whtemple,* and confess your name, and stop
they do. They must obey my law the same doing their sin because you are punishing
you have obeyed my lawlNow, Lord God them,27then hear from heaven. Hear and
of Israel, let your promise come true. Yoforgive their sins. The people of Israel are
gave this promise to your servant David. ~ your servants. Then teach them the right way
18‘But we know that you, God, will notthat they should live. And send rain on your
really live on the earth with people. Heaveland. That is the land you gave to your people.
and the highest of heavens cannot hold yc  28‘There might be a famine* in the land, or
And we know that this temple* | built cannoterrible sicknesses, or disease in the crops, or
hold you! 19But pay attention to my prayeimildew, or locusts, or grasshoppers. Or if
and the times | beg for mercy. Lord my Goenemies attack the peopl_e of Israel in th_elr
listen to me calling out to you! Listen to thiities, or if there is any kind of sickness in
prayer that | am praying to you. | am yOLIsraeI,29and then a prayer or begging is made
servant20l pray that your eyes will be open tby any of your people of Israel—each person
look at this temple day and night. You saiknowing his own trouble and pain—and if
you would put your name in this place. Mathat person spreads his hands and arms out
you hear my prayers when | pray while | looWhile looking at this temple,8then hear
at this temple2iHear my prayers, and thefrom heaven. Heaven is where you live. Hear
prayers your people Israel pray. Hear oand forgive. Give to each person what he
prayers while we pray looking at this templShould get, because you know what is in each
Hear from where you live in heaven. AnPerson’s heart. Only you know what is in a
when you hear our prayers, forgive us. person’s heart3IThen the people will fear
22'A person might be accused of doin@nd obey you as long as they live in the land

something wrong against another perso¥?y §eve ouf ancestors.* :
When that happens, the accused person \ 2 There might be a stranger who is not
promise in front of your altar* in the templeMIght come here because he heard of your
23then hear from heaven, Act, and judge yogreat name, your great power and your ability

servants. Punish the bad person and make |1 Punish people. When that person comes
suffer the same things he made other peo2Nd Prays while looking at this temple,
suffer. Prove that the person that has do Xhen in heaven where you live, listen to the
right is innocent. stranlger fatr;]d anstvr\qer.nli prayer. Then all tr(lje
24‘An enemy might defeat your peopldPSOPI€ 0! I earth WITl Know your name an
Israel becauge ygur peopleyhavepsir?n respect you, the same as your people Israel
against you. And then if the people of Isra respects you. And all the people of the earth

come back to you and confess your name EwiII know that this temple | built is called by

ray and beg to you in this temple®then YO5r e
ﬁea¥ from he%wenyarlljdI forglive thep sin of yo 34You will send your people to some place

: . to fight against their enemies. They will pray
pggplgvfigﬁkeﬂ'g%ﬁg% g?gﬁ C'gtsct’ Otrge* 14T you as they look toward this city you chose
youd . - and toward the temple* | built for your name.

The ?ﬁy mlngtthose upfsiﬁ that th(lare 35Please hear their prayer in heaven. Hear
no rain. This Will happen It the PEOPI€ Oyye wyhen they beg for help. And help them.
Israel sin against you. And if the people ¢

lsrael are sorrv and thev look at tt 36‘People will sin against you—there is not
y and pray as they look al a nherson that does not sin—and you will

become angry with them. You will let an
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.
altar(s) A stone table or a stand for offering sacrifices.
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parentsfamine A time when there is not enough rain for crops to grow.
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. People and animals die without enough food or water.
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enemy defeat them, and be captured aof the Lord* filled the temple.2The priests
forced to go to a land far away or neédBut could not enter the Lord’s temple because the
then they will change their minds and beg ycGlory of the Lord filled it.3All the people of
while they are in the land where they arlsrael saw the fire come down from heaven.
prisoners. They will say, ‘We have sinned, wThe people of Israel also saw the Glory of the
have done wrong and we have acteLord on the temple. They bowed their faces
wickedly.’ 38And then they will come back todown low to the ground on the pavement.
you with all their heart and all their soul in thiThey worshiped and thanked the Lord. They
land where they are prisoners. And they wisang the songhe Lord is good. His kindness
pray as they look toward their land, the lancontinues forevet

you gave their ancestors,* and toward the ci  4Then King Solomon and all the people of
that you chose. And they will pray as thelsrael offered sacrifices* in front of the Lord.
look toward the temple* | built for your name °King Solomon offered 22,000 bulls and
39When this happens, hear in heaven. Heav120,000 sheep. The king and all the people
is your home. Accept their prayers when themade the temple* of God holy. It was to be
beg for help. And help them. Forgive youused only for worshiping GodThe priests
people who have sinned against yéNow, stood ready to do their work. The Levites also
my God, | ask you, open your eyes and yostood with the instruments of the Lord’s
ears. Listen and pay attention to the prayemusic. These instruments were made by King

we are praying in this place. David to give thanks to the Lord. The priests
1 “Now. Lord God and Levites were singingraise the Lord
ow, Lord God, getup, because his love continues foreveFhe
and come to your special place, priests blew their trumpets as they stood
the Box of the Agreement across from the Levites. And all the people of
that shows your strength. Israel were standing.
May your priests be dressed 7Solomon made the middle part of the yard
with salvation. holy. That yard is in front of the Lord’s
May your true followers be happy temple.* That is the place where Solomon

0 agoutéhese good things. feking  Offered bumt offerings* and the fat of the
Lord God, accept your anointed*king. — fe|jowship offerings. Solomon used the
Remember your loyal servant David”  middle of the yard because the bronze altar*

. he made could not hold all the burnt offerings,
The Temple Dedicated to the Lord grain offerings, and fat. There were many of
When Solomon finished praying, fire camthose offerings.
down from the sky and burned up th  8Solomon and all the people of Israel
burnt offering* and the sacrifices.* The Glorycelebrated the feast for seven days. There
was a very large group of people with
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,SOlomon- Those pe0p|e came from the
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. entrance of the town of Hamath and all the
:Bemplef thTheAspeciaI bl:il(?ﬂg iS JeruszilelmlfortJhewisth wortsrkw)ilp.t way to the Brook of Egypt@On the eighth

" 4ith the Ten Commandments witen on tem and th Stﬁgay they had a holy meeting because they

things that proved God was with the people of Israel durinad Celebrated for seven days. They made the

their time in the Sinai Desert. Also called “The Ark of thealtar* holy and it was to be used only for
Covenant.”
anoint(ed) To pour olive oil on things or people to show tha
they were chosen by God for a special work or purpose. ~ Glory of the Lord  One of the forms God used when he
burnt offering(s)  Gifts to God. Usually these were animals tha  appeared to people. It was like a bright shining light.
were killed and completely burned on the altar. The Lord ... forever See Psalms 118 and 136.
sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually, it was a special animal thaiPraise the Lord ... forever See 1 Chron 16:41, Ps. 118 and 136.
was killed and burned on an altar. altar(s) A stone table or a stand for offering sacrifices.
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worshiping the Lord. And they celebrated tFspeak evil about1Every person who passes
feast for seven day&%0n the 23rd day of the by this temple that was so highly honored will
seventh month Solomon sent the people bebe surprised. They will say, ‘Why has the
to their homes. The people were very hap Lord done this terrible thing to the land and to
and their hearts were full of joy, because tlthis temple?’22Then people will answer,
Lord was so good to David, to Solomon, ar‘Because the people of Israel refused to obey

to his people Israel. the Lord, the God their ancestors* obeyed. He
is the God that led them out of the country of
The Lord Comes to Solomon Egypt. But the people of Israel accepted other

11Solomon finished the Lord’s temple* anigods. They worshiped and served idol gods.
the king’'s house. Solomon had success That is the reason the Lord made all these
finishing all the things he planned in thterrible things happen to the people of Israel.”
Lord’s temple and in his own housg&Then N .
the Lord came to Solomon at night. The Lol The Cities Solomon Built
said to him, “Solomon, | have heard yotQThe time it took Solomon to build the
prayer, and | have chosen this place for mysQOLord's temple* and his own house was 20
to be a house for sacrificest3When | close years.2Then Solomon built again the towns
the sky so there is no rain, or | command tlthat Hiram gave him. And Solomon allowed
locusts to destroy the land, or | sensome of the people of Israel to live in those
sicknesses to my peopl#tand if my people towns.3After this Solomon went to Hamath
who are called by my name become humkof Zobah and captured #Solomon also built
and pray, and look for me, and turn away frothe town of Tadmor in the desert. He built all
their evil ways, then | will hear them fromthe towns in Hamath to store things in.
heaven. And | will forgive their sin and | will5Solomon built again the towns of Upper Beth
heal their land>Now, my eyes are open, aniHoron and Lower Beth Horon. He made those
my ears will pay attention to the prayertowns into strong forts. Those towns had
prayed in this placell have chosen thisstrong walls, gates, and bars in the gates.
temple, and | have made it holy so that néSolomon also built again the town of Baalath
name will be here forever. Yes, my eyes aland all the other towns where he stored
heart will always be here in this ttemple.  things. He built all the cities where the

1Now you, Solomon, if you live in front chariots* were kept and all the cities where
of me the same way your father David liveithe horse riders lived. Solomon built all he
and if you obey all I have commanded, and wanted in Jerusalem, Lebanon, and in all the
you obey my laws and ruleddthen I will - country where he was king.
make you a strong king and your kingdol  7-8There were many strangers left in the
will be great. That is the agreement | matcountry where the people of Israel were
with David your father. I told him, ‘David, living. There were the Hittites, the Amorites,
you will always have a man In your familthe Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.
that will be a king in Israel. Solomon forced all those foreigners to be

1¥But if you do not obey my laws ancsjave workers. Those people were not from
commands that | gave you, and if you worshthe people of Israel. Those people were the
other gods and serve theA%hen | will take descendants* of the people that were left in
the people of Israel out from my land that the |and and not yet destroyed by the people
gave them. And | will leave this temple* that of |srael. This still continues toda§Solomon

have made holy for my name. | will make thigig not force any of the people of Israel to be
temple something that all the nations wi

ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.  grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually, it was a special animal thachariot(s) A small wagon used in war.
was killed and burned on an altar. descendants A person's children and their future families.
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slave workers. The people of Israel werdisobey any of Solomon’s instructions to the
Solomon’s fighting men. They were thepriests and Levites. They did not change any
commanders of Solomon’s army officersof the instructions, even in the way they
They were commanders of Solomon’should keep the valuable things.
chariots* and commanders of Solomon’ 16All Solomon’s work was done. It was
chariot drivers.10And some of the men of well planned from the day the Lord's temple*
Israel were leaders of Solomon’s importarwas begun until the day it was finished. So the
officials. There were 250 of those leaders Lord’s temple was finished.
supervise the people. 17Then Solomon went to the towns of Ezion
11Solomon brought Pharaoh’s daughter LGeber and Elath. Those towns were near the
from the City of David to the house he builRed Sea in the country of EdoiHiram sent
for her. Solomon said, “My wife must not liveships to Solomon. Hiram's own men sailed the
in King David’s house because the placeships. Hiram's men were skilled at sailing on
where the Box of the Agreement* has beethe sea. Hiram's men went with Solomon’s
are holy places.” servants to Ophir and brought back 17 tons
12Then Solomon offered burnt offerings* tcof gold* to King Solomon.
the Lord on the Lord’s altar.* Solomon builf iy
that altar in front of the temple* porch. __The Queen of Sheba Visits Solomon
13Solomon offered sacrifices* every day th()The Queen of Sheba heard about
way Moses commanded. Sacrifices were to ~/ Solomon’s fame. She came to Jerusalem to
offered on Sabbath days,* on the New Moortest Solomon with hard questions. The Queen
celebrations, and on the three yearly holidayf Sheba had a very large group with her. She
The three yearly holidays were the Festival had camels that carried spices, much gold, and
Unleavened Bread, the Festival of Weeks, a Valuable stones. She came to Solomon and
the Festival of Shelterd4Solomon followed talked with him. She had many questions to
his father David's instructions. Solomorask SolomonzSolomon gave answers to all
chose the groups of priests for their servicher questions. There was nothing too hard for

Solomon also chose the Levites for the S0lomon to explain or answéiThe Queen of
duties. The Levites were to lead the praise aSheba saw Solomon’s wisdom, and the house

help the priests from day to day to do th€ built.4She saw the food on Solomon's table,

things that needed to be done in the temp@nd his many important officials. She saw the
service. And Solomon chose the gatekeepV@Y his servants worked and the clothes they
by their groups to serve at each gate. This"VOre: She saw Solomon’s wine servers and the
the way David, the man of God instructecclothes they wore. She saw the burnt offerings*

: ' * of the Lord
15The people of Israel did not change ¢>0lomon made in the temple* o d.
Peop J When the Queen of Sheba saw all these things
chariott) A sl wagon used it v she was amazedThen she said to King
Box of the Agreement The box containing the stone tabletsSOlomon’ The stories | heard in m.y country
with the Ten Commandments written on them and the oth@l0OUL your gree_lt works and your W|$d0m are
things that proved God was with the people of Israel durinfrue. 6l didn’t believe those stories until | came
tcheir tim?"in the Sinai Desert. Also called “The Ark of thehere and saw with my own eyes. Oh, not even
ovenant. ; I
burnt offerings  Gifts to God. Usually these were animals thaQalf of your great wisdom h"?‘s been told me!
were killed and completely burned on the altar. (_)U are greate_r than the stories | hedhur
altar(s) A stone table or a stand for offering sacrifices. wives* and officers are very fortunate! They
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.
sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually, it was a special animal that

was killed and burned on an altar. Ophir A place where there was much gold. Today no person
Sabbath day(s) Saturday. A special day of rest and worship fo  knows where Ophir really was.
the Jews. 17 tons of gold Or “15,300kg." Literally, “450 talents.” In

New Moon This was the first day of the Hebrew month. Ther  today’'s money that would be more than $13,000,000.
were special meetings on these days to worship God. wives Or, “men.” See 1 Kings 10:8.
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can hear your wisdom while they are servirshield. King Solomon put the gold shields in
you! 8Praise be to the Lord your God! He ithe Forest Palace of Lebanon.
happy with you and has put you on his throi  17King Solomon used ivory to make a large
to be king for the Lord your God. Your Gorthrone. He covered the throne with pure gold.
loves Israel, and supports Israel forever. This18The throne had six steps on it. And it had a
why the Lord has made you king of Israel to cfootstool* that was made of gold. There were
what is fair and what is right.” armrests on both sides of the throne’s seat. A

9Then the Queen of Sheba gave Kinstatue of a lion stood next to each armrest.
Solomon 4 1/2 tons* of gold, a great maniThere were statues of 12 lions that stood by
spices, and valuable stones. No person githe six steps. One lion on each side of each
such fine spices to King Solomon as ttstep. There was no throne like this made in
Queen of Sheba did. any other kingdom20All King Solomon’s

10Hiram’s servants and Solomon’s servandrinking cups were made of gold. All the
brought in gold from Ophir.* They alschousehold things in the House of the Forest of
brought in algum wood and valuable stoneLebanon were made of pure gol@here was
11King Solomon used the algum wood tso much wealthin Solomon's time that silver
make steps for the Lord’s temple,* and for trwas not thought valuabl@nough. 21\Why?
king’'s house. Solomon also used the algLBecause King Solomon had ships that Hiram's
wood to make lyres* and harps for the singeimen sailed to Tarshish.* And every three
No person ever saw such beautiful things lilyears the ships would return from Tarshish
those things made from the algum wood in tlloaded with gold, silver, ivory, apes, and
country of Judah. peacocks.

1King Solomon gave the Queen of Shel 2King Solomon became greater in riches
everything she wanted and asked for. He geand wisdom than any other king on earth.
her more than she brought to give him. Th3All the kings of the earth came to visit
the Queen of Sheba and her servants left éSolomon to hear his wise decisions. They

went back to their own country. came to hear the wisdom that God gave to
Solomon.24Every year those kings brought
Solomon'’s Great Wealth gifts to Solomon. They brought things made

13The amount of gold that Solomon got iof silver and gold, clothing, weapons, spices,
one year weighed 25 tons!#The traveling horses, and mules.
merchants* and traders brought more gold  2°Solomon had 4,000 stalls to keep horses
Solomon. All the kings of Arabia and the«and chariots. He had 12,000 chariot drivers.
rulers of the land also brought gold and silvSolomon kept them in the special cities for
to Solomon.15King Solomon made 200 largethe chariots and in Jerusalem with him.
shields from hammered gold. About 7 1/26Solomon was the king over all the kings
pounds* of hammered gold was used to mafrom the Euphrates River all the way to the
each shield16Solomon also made 300 smaland of the Philistine people, and to the border
shields of hammered gold. About 3 3/of Egypt.27King Solomon had so much silver
pounds* of gold was used to make eacthat it was as common as rocks in Jerusalem.
And he had so much cedar wood that it was as
412tons Or,*4,080kg. Literally, “120 talents. common as sycamore trees in the hill country.
Ophir A place where there was much gold. Today no persozngThe people brOUght horses to Solomon from

knows where Ophir really was. Egypt and from all the other countries.
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.
lyre(s) An instrument with several strings, like a harp.

25tons Or, “22,644kg.” Literally, “666 talents.” footstool A little stool that a king could use to rest his feet when
traveling merchants A person who earns his living by buying  sitting on his throne.

and selling things. Tarshish A city far away from Israel, probably in Spain.
7 1/2 pounds Or, “3.3kg.” Literally, “600 bekas.” Tarshish was famous for its large ships that sailed the

3 3/4 pounds Or, “1.65kg.” Literally, “300 bekas.” Mediterranean Sea.
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Solomon'’s Death me to make the weight lighter that my father

29The other things Solomon did, from thdut on them.” ,
beginning to the end, are written in the writing_ 1°Then the young men that grew up with
of Nathan the Prophet, in The Prophecy (Rehoboam said to him, “This is what you
Ahijah from Shiloh and in The Visions of IddcShould say to the people who talked with you.
the Seer. Iddo was a seer* who wrote aboThe people said to you, “Your father made life
Jeroboam son of Neba#Solomon was king in f1ard for us. Itwas like carrying a heavy weight.
Jerusalem over all Israel for 40 yed¥hen BUt We want you to make that weight lighter.
Solomon rested with his ancestors.* ThBut Rehoboam, this is what you should say to
people buried him in the City of David hithose people: Say to them, ‘My little finger will

father. Solomon’s son Rehoboam became 1|be (tjhi((:jker thar)trr]ny fﬁther’sl;/vaifthnyatthler "
new king in Solomon’s place. 0aded you with a heavy burgen. but 1 wi

make that burden heavier. My father punished
Wwhips that have sharp metal tips.”

1 gﬁggﬁg;r%e\g:ﬂ;etg“tphee tc;vgnleol 12Three days later, Jeroboam and all the

Israel went there to make hirl)”n lEJingpeopIe came to Rehoboam. That is what King

ZJeroboam was in Egypt because he ran awﬁggrggoggkt%d r;heeﬁ]] tﬁrgg gv:)/egg?ge%ald,

from King Solomon. Jeroboam was Nebat,King Rehoboam talked to them in a mean
son. Jeroboam heard that Rehoboam Wa ' ing"Rehohoam did not accept the
going to be the new king. So Jeroboam caryqyice of the older meri4king Rehoboam
back from Egypt3The people of Israel called;qkeq 1o the people the way the young men
Jeroboam to come with them. Then Jeroboé,yyised him. He said, “My father made your
and all the people of Israel went tyyyden heavy, but | will make it heavier. My
Rehoboam. They said to him, "RehoboaNtather punished you with whips, but | wil
your father made life hard for us. It was likiyunish 'you with whips that have sharp metal
carrying a heavy weight. Make that weigktjps." 1550 King Rehoboam did not listen to
lighter, then we will serve you. the people. He did not listen to the people

SRehoboam said to them, “Come back thecause this change of things came from God.
me after three days.” So the people went awaGod caused this to happen. This happened sc

6Then King Rehoboam talked with thethat the Lord could make his word come true
older men who had served his father Solomithat he spoke through Ahijah to Jeroboam.
in the past. Rehoboam said to them, “What (Ahijah was from the Shilonite people, and
you advise me to say to those people?” Jeroboam was Nebat's son.

"The older men said to Rehoboam, “If yo  16The people of Israel saw that King
are kind to those people and please them éRehoboam did not listen to them. Then they
say good words to them, then they will sensaid to the king, “Are we part of David’s
you forever.” family? No! Do we get any of Jesse’s land?

8But Rehoboam did not accept the advicNo! So Israel, let's go to our own homes. Let
the older men gave him. Rehoboam talkeDavid's son rule his own people!” Then all
with the young men that had grown up witthe people of Israel went to their home®ut
him and were serving hifiRehoboam said to there were some of the people of Israel who
them, “What advice do you give me? Howwere living in the towns of Judah. And
should we answer those people? They askRehoboam was king over those people.
me to make their work easier. And they wai  18Adoniram was in charge of the people

who were forced to work. Rehoboam sent him

seer This is another name for a prophet. See 1 Sam. 9:9-11. to the people of Israel. Bu.t the peop_le of
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person's parents,ls,rae| threw rocks at Adomram and _k”led_

grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. him. Then Rehoboam ran and jumped into his
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chariot* and escaped. He ran away iLevites left Israel, those people in all the
Jerusalemi9Since that time and up until nowfamily groups of Israel who were faithful to
Israel has turned against David's family.*  the Lord God of Israel came to Jerusalem to
1 When Rehoboam came to Jerusalem, sacrifice to the Lord God of their fathers.
athered 180,000 of the best soldierl’Those people made the kingdom of Judah
He gathered these soldiers from the famistrong. And they supported Solomon’s son
groups of Judah and Benjamin. He gatherRehoboam for three years. They did this
them to fight against Israel so he could brirbecause during that time they lived the way
the kingdom back to Rehoboa®But the David and Solomon had lived.
message from the Lord came to Shemait .
Shemaiah was a man of God. The Lord sa Rehoboam's Family
3*Shemaiah, talk to Rehoboam, Solomon 18Rehoboam married Mahalath. Her father
son, and the king of Judah. And talk to all trwas Jerimoth. Her mother was Abihail. Jerimoth
people of Israel living in Judah and Benjamiiwas David's son. Abihail was Eliab’s daughter,
Tell them:4This is what the Lord says: ‘Youand Eliab was Jesse’s sddMahalath gave
must not fight against your brothers! Let eve Rehoboam these sons: Jeush, Shemariah and
man go back home. | have caused this thingZaham.20Then Rehoboam married Maacah.
happen.” So King Rehoboam and his armMaacah was Absalom’s granddaughter.* And
obeyed the Lord’s message and turned baMaacah gave Rehoboam these children: Abijah,

They did not attack Jeroboam. Attai, Ziza, and Shelomitt2!Rehoboam loved
Maacah more that he loved all his other wives
Rehoboam Makes Judah Strong and women servants.* Maacah was Absalom’s

SRehoboam lived in Jerusalem. He buigranddaughter. Rehoboam had 18 wives and 60
strong cities in Judah to defend againwoman servants. Rehoboam was the father of
attacks.bHe repaired the cities of Bethlehen28 sons and 60 daughters.

Etam, Tekoa/Beth Zur, Soco, Adullam, 22Rehoboam chose Abijah to be the leader
8Gath, Mareshah, ZiptPAdoraim, Lachish, among his own brothers. Rehoboam did this
Azekah,1%Zorah, Aijalon, and Hebron. Thestbecause he planned to make Abijah king.
cities in Judah and Benjamin were mac2z3Rehoboam acted wisely and spread all his
strong.1!When Rehoboam made those citicsons through all the areas of Judah and
strong, he put commanders in them. He alBenjamin to every strong city. And Rehoboam
put supplies of food, oil, and wine in thosgave plenty of supplies to his sons. He also
cities. 12Also, Rehoboam put shields anlooked for wives for his sons.
spears in every city and made the cities ve .
strong. Rehoboam kept the peoples and cit  Shishak King of Egypt Attacks Jerusalem
of Judah and Benjamin under his control. 1 Rehoboam became a strong king. He
13The priests and the Levites from all ove Iso made his kingdom strong. Then
Israel agreed with Rehoboam and joined hiilRehoboam and the family group of Judah*
14The Levites left their grasslands and therefused to obey the law of the Lo&bhishak
own fields and came to Judah and Jerusaleattacked the city of Jerusalem in the fifth year
The Levites did this because Jeroboam and that Rehoboam was king. Shishak was the
sons refused to let them serve as priests to king of Egypt. This happened because
Lord. 13Jeroboam chose his own priests 'Rehoboam and the people of Judah were not
serve in the high places,* where he set up tfaithful to the Lord.3Shishak had 12,000
goat and calf idols he had madeWhen the chariots, 60,000 horse riders, and an army that

chariot(s) A small wagon used in war. granddaughter Literally, “daughter.”
David's family  This probably means the family group of Judatwomen servants Or, “concubines,” slave women who were like
David's family was in the family group of Judah. wives to a man.

high places Places of worship. Judah Literally, “Israel.”
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no person could count. In Shishak’s largSo the Lord did not fully destroy Rehoboam.
army there were Libyan soldiers, SukkitThere was some good in Judah.
soldiers, and Ethiopian soldieréShishak  13King Rehoboam made himself a strong
defeated the strong cities of Judah. Theking in Jerusalem. He was 41 years old when
Shishak brought his army to Jerusalem. ~ he became king. Rehoboam was king in
5Then Shemaiah the prophet came tJerusalem for 17 years. Jerusalem is the city
Rehoboam and the leaders of Judah. Thcthat the Lord chose from all the family groups
leaders of Judah had gathered together Of Israel. The Lord chose to put his name
Jerusalem because they all were afraid there in Jerusalem. Rehoboam’s mother was
Shishak. Shemaiah said to Rehoboam and ‘Naamah. Naamah was from the country of
leaders of Judah, “This is what the Lord sayAmmon. 14Rehoboam did evil things because
‘Rehoboam, you and the people of Judzhe didn’t decide in his heart to obey the Lord.
have left me and refused to obey my law. ¢ *The things Rehoboam did when he was

now | will leave you to face Shishak withouking. from the beginning to the end of his
my help.” rule, are written in the writings of Shemaiah
6Then the leaders of Judah and Kinthe prophet and in the writings of Iddo the
Rehoboam were sorry and humble S€€r-* Those men wrote family histories. And
themselves. They said, “The Lord is right” [Nereé were wars between Rehoboam and

TThe Lord saw that the king and the Ieadefgégﬁgg?a;” rg]siettljmv‘ii ttr)mortmri]skg:%?e ét’gfg;
of Judah had humbled themselves. Then tR hob buried in David's citv. Th -
message from the Lord came to Shemaiah. TRe ho boam was “E&eb.. '”h baV' S C'%ﬁ en
Lord said to Shemaiah, “The king and thkiﬁ 0bdam's son Abiah became the new
leaders humbled themselves. So | will n¢"9
destroy them, but | will save them soon. | wi Abiiah King of Judah
not use Shishak to pour out my anger ¢ jah fing o
Jerusalem8But the people of Jerusalem W||13\yNhe” King Jeroboam was in his 18th
become Shishak’s servants. This will happen ear as king of Israel,* Abijah became

that they may leam that serving me is differe N NeW king of Judaf?Abijah was king in
from serving the kings of other nations.” Jerusalem for three years. Abijah’s mother

9Shishak attacked Jerusalem and took tWas Maacah. Maacah was Uriel's daughter.
treasures that were in the Lord's temple.U”el was from the town of Gibeah. And there

Shishak was the king of Eqypt. And he als/aS war between Abijah and Jeroboam.
took the treasures ?hat W%yr% in the king *Abijan's army had 400,000 brave soldiers.

: : ? Abijah led that army into battle. Jeroboam’s
house. Shishak took everything and carrie .
those treasures away. Heyalsogtook the g(army had 800,000 brave soldiers. Jeroboam

. , got ready to have a war with Abijah.
E@ﬁcl)ggatrgartng(%ot;?gnnzgiﬂig? dasd?c))KtlQI?e . “Then Abijah stood on Mount Zemaraim in

place of the gold shields. Rehoboam gave tthe hill country of Ephraim. Abijah said,

bronze shields to the commanders who w “Jeroboam and all Israel, listen to nm&fou
onze Shields fo the co €TS WO Wegpu1d know that the Lord God of Israel gave
responsible for guarding the entrance to tl

- . David and his sons the right to be king over
king's house 1When the king entered the\grael forever. God gave this right to David
Lord’s temple, the guards would bring th

bronze shields out. Later they would put tr

bronze shields back into the guard room seer This is another name for a prophet. See 1 Sam. 9:9-11.
; ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,

12When Re.hOboam humbled h|m5e|f’ th grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
Lord turned his anger away from Rehoboarking Jeroboam ... Israel This was about the year 922.
King Jeroboam was the man who turned against King
Rehoboam and began his own kingdom with ten of the family
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship. ~ groups of Israel. See 1 Kings 12:20.
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with an agreement of salt®8ut Jeroboam 13But Jeroboam sent a group of soldiers to
turned against his Master! Jeroboam son sneak behind Abijah’s army. Jeroboam's army
Nebat was one of the servants of David’s swas in front of Abijah’s army. The hidden
Solomon.”Then worthless, evil men becamsoldiers from Jeroboam’s army were behind
friends with Jeroboam. Then Jeroboam a/Abijah’s army. 14When the soldiers in
those bad men turned against RehoboaAbijah’s army from Judah looked around, they
Solomon’s son. Rehoboam was young and (saw Jeroboam'’s army attacking both in front
not have experience. So Rehoboam could 1and in back.* The men of Judah shouted out to
stop Jeroboam and his bad friends. the Lord and the priests blew the trumpets.
8Now, you people have decided to defel>Then the men in Abijah’s army shouted.
the Lord’s kingdom—the kingdom that is rule When the men of Judah shouted, God defeated
by David's sons. You have very many peopJeroboam’s army. All of Jeroboam’s army
with you and you have those golden calvesfrom Israel were defeated by Abijah’s army
those ‘gods’ that Jeroboam made for yduu from Judah.16The men of Israel ran away
threw out the Lord’s priests, the descendantsfrom the men of Judah. God let the army from
Aaron. And you threw out the Levites. TheJudah defeat the army from IsraElAbijah’s
you chose your own priests, just like every otharmy greatly defeated the army of Israel, and
nation on earth. And now, any person that w500,000 of the best men of Israel were killed.
bring a young bull and seven rams can beco 180 at that time the people of Israel were
a priest! A priest to serve those ‘No-gods’. ~ defeated, and the people of Judah won. The
10‘But as for us, the Lord is our God. Warmy from Judah won because they depended
people of Judah have not refused to obOn the Lord the God of their ancestors.
God! We have not left him! The priests wh °Abijah’s army chased Jeroboam'’s army.
serve the Lord are Aaron’s sons. And tHAbijah’s army captured the towns of Bethel,
Levites help the priests serve the LoviThey Jeshanah, and Ephron from Jeroboam. They
offer burnt offerings* and burn incense* o captured those towns and the small villages
spices to the Lord every moming and evenear those towns. _
evening. They put the bread in rows on ti 20Jeroboam never became strong again
special table in the temple.* And they takWhile Abijah lived. The Lord killed Jeroboam.

care of the lamps on the golden lampstand 2!But Abijah became strong. He married 14
it shines bright each and every evening. VWomen and was the father of 22 sons and 16

very carefully serve the Lord our God. Bidaughters?2All the other things that Abijah
you people have abandoned hid?God did are written in the books of the prophet

himself is with us. He is our ruler, and hilddo. - .
priests are with us. God’s priests blow h?] /JAbijah rested with his ancestors.* The

trumpets to wake you up and make yc eople buried him in David's City.
excited about coming to him! Men of Israe €N Abijah’s son, Asa, was the new king in

don't fight against the Lord God of you/APijah’s place. There was peace in the
ancestors* You will not succeed” country for ten years in Asa’s time.

Asa King of Judah

agreement of salt When people ate salt together, it meant that 2Asa did good and right things before the

their agreement of friendship would never be broken. Abij '
was saying here that God had made an agreement with D:tiﬁard his God.3Asa took away the Strange

that would never be broken. altars that were used to worship idols. Asa
burnt offering(s)  Gifts to God. Usually these were animals thatgok away the high p|ace3,* and smashed the
were killed and completely burned on the altar.
incense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-smell
smoke, it was offered as a gift to God. When the soldiers ... in back The Hebrew reads, “The battle
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship. ~ was in front and in the back.”
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parentshigh places Places for worshiping God or false gods. These
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.  places were often on the hills and mountains.
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memorial stones.* And Asa broke down tharmy in your name. Lord, you are our God!
Asherah poles.#Asa commanded the peopl¢éDon't let anyone win against you!”
of Judah to follow the Lord God. He is the 12Then the Lord used Asa’s army from
God their ancestors* followed. And AseJudah to defeat the Ethiopian army. And the
commanded them to obey the Lord’s laws aiEthiopian army ran awaj#Asa’s army chased
commandment$Asa also took away the highthe Ethiopian army all the way to the town of
places and the incense* altars from all trGerar. So many Ethiopians were killed that
towns in Judah. So the kingdom had peathey could not get together as an army to fight
when Asa was kinAsa built strong cities in :?r%';' ATshaegr;I(\;errm?sCa[?rigegame(tjhﬁwlér?{/dvgnjiglles
ﬁ#%%hdgﬁrlrfsg]%gg]%nggr tihnerterz“\e/vsaés >E’ggthlngs away from the enemy4Asa and his
because the Lord gave him peace army defeated all the towns near Gerar. The

7 ; " .. people living in those towns were afraid of the

‘Asa said to the people of Judah, “Let'| 54 Those towns had very many valuable
build these towns and make walls arourthings, Asa’s army took those valuable things
them. Let's make towers, gates, and bars away from those towns5Asa’s army also
the gates. Let's do this while we still live irattacked the camps where the shepherds lived
this country. This country is ours because vThey took many sheep and camels. Then Asa’s
have followed the Lord our God. He haarmy went back to Jerusalem.
given us peace all around us.” So they bu
and had success. Asa’s Changes

8Asa had an army of 300,000 men from trl The Spirit of God came on Azariah.
family group of Judah and 280,000 men froi- ~JAzariah was Obed’s soAzariah went
the family group of Benjamin. The men fronto meet Asa. Azariah said, “Listen to me Asa,
Judah carried large shields and spears. 12nd all you people of Judah and Benjamin!
men from Benjamin carried small shields ar The Lord is with you when you are with him.

shot arrows from bows. Al those men wer!f You look for the Lord, you will find him.
strong and brave soldiers. But if you leave him, he will leave yodfor a

- , long time Israel was without the true God.
9Then Zerah came out against Asa’'s arm . . .
Zerah was from Ethiopia. Zerah ha'And they were without a teaching priest, and

a. =% without the law.4But when the people of
1,000,000 men and 300 chariots* in NiS arm ¢ oo had trouble, they turned to the Lord

Zerah's army went as far as the LoWn (Goq again. He is the God of Israel. They
Mareshah1%Asa went out to fight againstjooyed for the Lord and they found hiféin

Zerah. Asa’s army got ready for battle in thinose times of trouble, no person could travel
Valley of Zephathah at Mareshah. safely. There was much trouble in all the
LlAsa called out to the Lord his God annations.60ne nation would destroy another
said, “Lord, only you can help weak peoplnation and one city would destroy another
against strong people! Help us, Lord our Goicity. This was happening because God
We depend on you. We fight against this laritroubled them with all kinds of troubléBut
Asa, you and the people of Judah and
Benjamin, be strong. Don't be weak, don't

memorial stones Stones that were set up to help peoplgyjye up because you will get a reward for
remember something special. In ancient Israel, people ‘@bur good work!”

set up these stones as special places to worship false gods.
Asherah poles Poles used to honor the goddess Asherah. 8Asa felt encouraged when he heard these

People thought she could help them have many children.  WOrds and the message from Obed the prophet.
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,Then he removed the hated idols from the

grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. hole area of Judah and Benjamin Asa also
incense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweew . )

smeling smoke, it was offered as a gitt to God, removed those hated idols from the towns he

chariot(s) A small wagon used in war. had captured in the hill country of Ephraim.
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And he repaired the Lord’s altar* that was iremoved from Judah, but Asa’s heart was
front of the porch of the Lord’s temple.* faithful to the Lord all of Asa’s life.

9Then Asa gathered all the people froi 18And Asa put the holy gifts that he and his
Judah and Benjamin. He also gathered tfather had given into the temple* of God.
people from the family groups of EphrainThose things were made of silver and gold.
Manasseh, and Simeon who had moved fr1°There was no more war until the 35th year
the country of Israel to live in the country cof Asa’s rule.*
Judah. A great many of those people came

Judah because they saw that the Lord, As Asa's Last Years
God, was with Asa. 1 In Asa’s 36th year as king,* Baasha
10Asa and those people gathered together attacked the country of Judah. Baasha

Jerusalem on the third month in the 15th yewas the king of Israel. He went to the town of
of Asa’s rule.1At that time they sacrificed* Ramah and made it into a fortress.* Baasha
700 bulls and 7,000 sheep and goats to {used the town of Ramah as a place to stop
Lord. Asa’s army had taken those animals aPeople from going in or coming out to King
other valuable things from their enemie:Asa of Judah.

12Then they made an agreement to serve - 2Asa took silver and gold out of the
Lord God with all their heart and with all thei Storehouses in the Lord's temple.* And he
soul. He is the God their ancestors* servet00k silver and gold out of the king’s house.
13Any person that refused to serve the Lo Then Asa sent messengers to Ben Hadad. Ben
God was to be killed. It did not matter if theadad was the king of Aram and he was

person was important or not important or Iving in the town of Damascus. Asa’s

that person was a man or womaThen Asa Message sai®Ben Hadad let there be an
and the people made an oath* to the L oragreement between you and me. Let's make it

They shouted out with a loud voice. They ol<like the agreement your father and my father

blew on trumpets and rams’ hori§Al the had- See, | am sending you silver and gold.
people of Judah were happy about the oa{:‘.OW’ Freaklyourhagrﬁlepent with lBaasha,
because they had promised with all their hez<iNg Of Isra€l, so he will leave me alone and
They followed God with all their heart. The,StoP bothering me.

ook o G and fourd . So e Lo £ 1003 2058 W Ko 1. Bor
gave them peace in all the country.

16King Asa also removed Maacah, hiattack the towns of Israel. Those commanders

. attacked the towns of ljon, Dan, and Abel
tmhios”t])zg aﬁgénsﬁglﬂgdqsue?eunp gnﬁéh;rt'h'g‘gg g\Maim. They also attacked all the towns in the

area of Naphtali where treasures were stored.
goles {0 honor the goddess Asherah. ASa sgaqqha heard about the attacks on the towns
own that Asherah pole* and smashed it in

small pieces. Then he bured the pieces in of Israel. So he stopped building the town of

) ) Ramah into a fortress,* and he left his work.
Kidron Valley. 1The high places* were noterpen king Asa called all the men of Judah

together. They went to the town of Ramah
altar(s) A stone table or a stand for offering sacrifices. and took away the rocks and wood that

temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.
sacrifice(d) To kill a special animal and offer it on an altar as § aasha used to make the fortress. Asa and the

gift to God. men of Judah used the rocks and wood to
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person's parentsmake the towns of Geba and Mizpah
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. stronger.
oath A very strong promise.
Asherah pole(s) Poles used to honor the goddess Ashera
People thought she could help them have many children.  35th year of Asa’s rule About the year 886.c.
high places Places for worshiping God or false gods. Thes36th year as king About the year 878.c.
places were often on the hills and mountains. fortress A building or city with tall, strong walls for protection.
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At that time Hanani the seer* came to Asicould fight against IsraetHe put groups of
king of Judah. Hanani said to him, “Asa, yosoldiers in all the towns of Judah that were
depended on the king of Aram to help yomade into fortresses.* Jehoshaphat built
and not the Lord your God. You should havfortresses in Judah and in the towns of
depended on the Lord. But, because you cEphraim that his father Asa captured.
not depend on the Lord for help, the king ¢ 3The Lord was with Jehoshaphat because in
Aram’s army escaped from yowThe Jehoshaphat's young life he did the good
Ethiopians and the Libyans had a very larcthings hisancestor*David did. Jehoshaphat
and powerful army. They had many chariotsdid not follow the Baal idols4Jehoshaphat
and chariot drivers. But Asa, you depended (jooked for the God hiancestorgollowed. He
the Lord to help you defeat that largiollowed God's commands. He did not live
powerful army, and the Lord let you defeéthe same way the people of Israel livBthe
them.9The eyes of the Lord go arount ord made Jehoshaphat a strong king over
looking in all the earth for people who ar yydan. All the people of Judah brought gifts to
faithful to him so he can make those peopjengshaphat. So Jehoshaphat had muct
strong. Asa, you did a foolish thing. So froryeaith and honoeJehoshaphat's heart found

now on you will have wars.” pleasure in the ways of the Lord. He took
10Asa was angry with Hanani because Cayay the high places,* and the Asherah
what he said. Asa was so mad that he P poles* out of the country of Judah.

Hanani in prison. Asa was very mean and rou™ 7jenoshaphat sent his leaders to teach in the

with some of the people at that same time.  ¢,\n< of Judah. That ha - -
. . : ppened in the third
HThe things that Asa did, from the, oo "ot jenoshaphat's rule.* Those leaders

.?.ﬁgirll_?iqg 0 tfhteher:g, are ¥v5ittgnhin tgel booWere Ben Hail, Obadiah, Zechariah, Nethanel
e History of the Kings of Judah and Israe ninh g ’ ’ L
12Asa’s feet became diseased in his 39th ye\?vri]?h '\?'hcgé%h'lg:g%srgapﬁﬁéis?_gsmels‘e\\,’v'éersé

as king.* His disease was very bad, but he ¢ - - -
not look for help from the Lord. Asa Iookecgﬂema'ah’ I?I]et\]hahn|ah,h2eba}6t\jéah,“A};sahe(lj,
for help from the doctorsi3Asa died in the emiramoth, Jehonathan, Adonijan, an
41st year as king.* And so Asa rested with thbuah. Jehoshaphat also sent the priests
ancestors.%4The people buried Asa in hisElls.hama and JehorarfThose leaders and
own tomb that he made for himself in David? €Vites and priests taught the people in Judah.
City. The people laid him in a bed that wa 1€y had theBook of the Law of the Lord
filed with spices and different kinds of mixecVith them. They went through all the towns of
perfumes. The people made a large fire Ju?ah and taught the people. .
honor Asa.* OThe nations near Judah were afraid of the
Lord. That is why they did not start a war
against JehoshaphdtSome of the Philistine
people brought gifts to Jehoshaphat. They
also brought silver to Jehoshaphat because
they knew he was a very powerful king.
Some Arabian people brought flocks to

Jehoshaphat. They brought 7,700 rams and

seer This is another name for a prophet. See 1 Sam. 9:9-11. 7 700 goats to him.
chariot(s) A small wagon used in war.
39th year as king About the year 875.c.
41st year as king About the year 878.c. fortress(es) A building or city with tall, strong walls for
ancestor Literally, “father,” meaning a person’s parents,  protection.

grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. high places Places of worship.
The people ... Asa This probably means the people burnetAsherah poles Poles used to honor the goddess Asherah.

spices in honor of Asa, but it could also mean they burne  People thought she could help them have many children.

his body. third year of Jehoshaphat's rule About the year 878.c.

Jehoshaphat King of Judah
1 Jehoshaphat was the new king of Judi
in Asa’s place. Jehoshaphat was Asa
son. Jehoshaphat made Judah strong so t
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12Jehoshaphat became more and mcwe go to war against the town of Ramoth
powerful. He built fortresses* and storagGilead, or not?” The prophets answered Ahab,
towns in the country of Judal3He kept “Go, because God will let you defeat Ramoth
many supplies in the storage towns. ArGilead.”
Jehoshaphat kept trained soldiers  6But Jehoshaphat said, “Is one of the
Jerusalem!4Those soldiers were listed irLord’s prophets here? We need to ask the
thei( family groups. This is the list of thosi| ord through one of his prophets.”
soldiers in Jerusalem: "Then King Ahab said to Jehoshaphat,

From the family group of Judah, these we“There is still one man here. We can ask the
the generals: Adnah was the general | ord through him. But | hate this man,
300,000 soldiersi>Jehohanan was the generipecayse he never has a good message from the
of 280,000 soldierst%Amasiah was the | orq ahout me. He always has bad messages
general of 200,000 soldiers. Amasiah Witor me. That man’s name is Micaiah. He is

ﬁicri’T son. Amﬁlsiahdwas happy 10 giViimiai's son.” But Jehoshaphat said, “Ahab,
imself to serve the Lord. you should not say that!”

17From the family group of Benjamin thes” g : ‘o Affini
were the generals: Eliada had 200,000 soldi andT gg?dK"Pﬁuér@abbfi?llge?\ﬂ?g; :; Tﬁeoggﬂag
who used bows, arrows, and shields. EliaImlah her’e|” ’

was a very brave soldiet8Jehozabad had™ qs, . "4 king of Israel and Jehoshaphat

180,000 men ready for wat9All those . e ]
soldiers served King Jehoshaphat. The ki‘tThr? king of Ju_?tah had tt?]el_r kt|rr1193 robets t?]n'
also had other men in the fortresses* in all ti, 1SY Wer€ Sitting on their thrones at the
country of Judah. threshing floor* near the front gate of the city
of Samaria. Those 400 prophets were speaking
Micaiah Warns King Ahab their messages in front of the two kings.
Jehoshaphat had much wealth qri%Zedekiah was the son of a man named
18honor. He made an agreement witkenaanah. Zedekiah made some horns from
later, Jehoshaphat visited Ahab in the town Says: ‘You will use these iron horns to stab the
Samaria. Ahab sacrificed* many sheep arAramean people until they are destroyed.”
cows for Jehoshaphat and the people wi_ Al the prophets said the same thing.
him. Ahab encouraged Jehoshaphat to att:They said, “Go to the town of Ramoth Gilead.
the town of Ramoth GileadAhab said to You will have success and win. The Lord will
Jehoshaphat, “Will you go with me to attaclet the king defeat the Aramean people.”
Ramoth Gilead?” Ahab was the king of Israr  12The messenger that went to get Micaiah
and Jehoshaphat was the king of Judesaid to him, “Micaiah, listen, all the prophets
Jehoshaphat answered Ahab, “I am like ycsay the same thing. They are saying the king
and my people are like your people. We wiwill have success. So say the same things they
join you in the battle.”Jehoshaphat also saitare saying. You also say good things.”
to Ahab, “But first, let's look for a messag: 13But Micaiah answered, “As sure as the
from the Lord.” Lord lives, I can only say what my God says.”
550 King Ahab gathered the prophet 14Then Micaiah came to King Ahab. The
together, 400 men. Ahab said to them, “Shotking said to him, “Micaiah, should we go to
the town of Ramoth Gilead to fight or not?”
fortress(es) A building or city with tall, strong walls for Micaiah answered, “Go and attack. God will

protection. let you defeat those people.”

Jehoshaphat ... marriage Jehoshaphat's son, Jehoram marrie
Athaliah, Ahab’s daughter. See 2 Chron. 21:6.

sacrifice(d) To kill a special animal and offer it on an altar as threshing floor A place where grain is beaten or walked on to
gift to God. remove the hulls from the grain.
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15King Ahab said to Micaiah, “Many times Ahab Is Killed at Ramoth Gilead

| made you promise to tell me only the trut 2850 Ahab king of Israel and Jehoshaphat
in the name of the Lord!”" king of Judah attacked the town of Ramoth

16Then Micaiah said, “| saw all the peoplGilead.2%ing Ahab said to Jehoshaphat, “I
of Israel scattered on the mountains. Thewill change my appearance before | go into
were like sheep without a shepherd. The Lobattle. But you wear your own robes.” So
said, ‘They have no leader. Let each persiAhab, king of Israel changed his appearance,
go home safely.” and the two kings went into battle.

17Ahab, King of Israel said to Jehoshaphe 30The king of Aram gave an order to his
“| told you that Micaiah would not have echariot* commanders. He told them, “Don't
good message from the Lord about me! Hight with any person, no matter how great or
only has bad messages about me!” how humble. But fight only with Ahab, the king

18Micaiah said, “Hear the message from ttof Israel.”3!When the chariot commanders saw
Lord: | saw the Lord sitting on his throne. Al Jehoshaphat, they thought, “There is Ahab, the
of heaven’s army was standing around hirking of Israel!” They turned toward Jehoshaphat
some on his left side and some on his rigto attack him. But Jehoshaphat shouted out, and
side.19The Lord said, ‘Who will trick Ahab, the Lord helped him. God made the chariot
king of Israel, to attack the town of Ramoticommanders turn away from Jehoshaphat.
Gilead so he may be killed there?' Differer3aWhen they saw that Jehoshaphat was not the
ones who stood around the Lord said differeking of Israel, they stopped chasing him.
things.20Then a spirit came and stood befor 33But a soldier happened to shoot an arrow
the Lord. That spirit said, ‘I will trick Ahab.’ from his bow without aiming at anything.
The Lord asked that spirit, ‘How2That That arrow hit Ahab king of Israel. It hit Ahab
spirit answered, ‘I will go out and become in an open part of his armor. Ahab said to the

|y|ng spirit in Ahab’s prophets’ mouths.” Andman driving his chariot,* “Turn around and
the Lord said, ‘You will succeed in trickingtake me out of the battle. | am hur@The

Ahab. So go out and do . battle became worse that day. Ahab propped
22Now look Ahab, the Lord has put ahimself up in his chariot facing the Arameans
lying spirit in your prophets’ mouths. Theuntil the evening. Then Ahab died at sunset.

Lord has said bad things will happen to you.’l 9t])ehoshaphat the king of Judah came

23Then Zedekiah went over to Micaiah an ack safely to his house in Jerusalem.
hit him in the face. Zedekiah's father's namJehu the seer* went out to meet Jehoshaphat

was Kenaanah. Zedekiah said, “MicaiatJehu’s father's name was Hanani. Jehu said to

which way did the spirit from the Lord go King Jehoshaphat, *Why did you help evil
when he went from me to speak to you?People? Why do you love those people that
24Micaiah answered, “Zedekiah, you wil find hate the Lord? That is the reason the Lord is

AT i id,angry with you.3But there are some good
?Ouotn?!g the day you go to hide in an InSId(things in your life. You removed the Asherah

25Then King Ahab said, “Take Micaiah ancPoles® from this country, and you decided in

send him to Amon the governor of the citYOUr heartto follow God.”
and to Joash the king's so#Say to Amon

and Joash, ‘This is what the king says: P o
Micaiah in prison. Don't give him anything to 4Jehoshaphat lived in Jerusalem. He went

: out again to be with the people from the town
?r%tmei(kf: Etaﬁlrgid and water untl | come baof Beersheba to the hill country of Ephraim.

2IMicaiah answered, “Ahab, if you come ,
back from battle safely, then the Lord has n chariotls) A smal wagon used in war.

seer This is another name for a prophet. See 1 Sam. 9:9-11.
Sp0ken through me. Hear and remember 'sherah poles Poles used to honor the goddess Asherah.

words, all you people!” People thought she could help them have many children.

Jehoshaphat Chooses Judges
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Jehoshaphat brought those people back to Jehoshaphat Faces War

Lord God their ancestors* foIIowedZOLater the Moabite people, the
5Jehoshaphat chose judges in Judah. He ch Ammonite people, and some Meunite*
judges to be in each of the fortresses* (people came to start a war with Jehoshaphat.
Judah 8Jehoshaphat said to those judges, “1230me men came and told Jehoshaphat,
careful in what you are doing, because you ¢, N€ré is a large army coming against you
not judging for people, but for the Lord. Th‘from Edom. They are coming from the other

. ) _Side of the Dead Sea. They are already in
Lord will be with you when you make éo;o;0n Tamart” (Hazazon Tamar is also

decision.”Now each one of you must fear thoajleq En Gedi.pJehoshaphat became afraid,
Lord. Be careful in what you do because ttand he decided to ask the Lord what to do. He
Lord our God is fair. The Lord doesn't trezannounced a time of fasting* for everyone in
some people more important than others. AJudah4The people of Judah came together to

he doesn’t accept money to change hask for help from the Lord. They came from
judgments.” out of all the towns of Judah to ask for the

8And in Jerusalem, Jehoshaphat cho'—ogd’S help. . , ..
some of the Levites, priests, and leaders , Jenoshaphat was in the Lord's temple® in

. - , front of the new yard. He stood up in the
Israelite families to be judges. Those peoFmeeting of the zeople from Judpah and

were to use the law of the Lord to settl o, salenpHe said
problems for the people living in Jerusalen | ord God of our ancestors,* you are the
%Jehoshaphat gave them commancGod in heaven! You rule over all the kingdoms
Jehoshaphat said, “You must serve faithfulin all the nations! You have power and
with all your heart. You must fear the Lorcstrength! No person can stand against you!
10You will have cases about killing, about ’You are our God! You forced the people
these cases will come to you from yOLof your peoplg Israel. You gave this land to the
brothers living in the cities. In all of thes‘descendan_ts of Abraham forever. Abraham
' was your friend®Abraham’s descendants lived
cases you must warn the people not {0 iy s and, and bilt a temple* for your name.
against the Lord. If you don't serve falthfullygThey said, ‘If trouble comes to us—the sword,
you will cause the Lord’s anger to compunishment, sicknesses, or famine, we will
against you and your brothers. Do this, thistand in front of this temple and in front of
you won't be guilty.11Amariah is the leading you. Your name is on this temple. We will
priest. He will be over you in all things abotshout to you when we are in trouble. Then you
the Lord. And Zebadiah will be over you irWill hear and save us.

; ; o 10°But now, here are men from Ammon
all things about the king. Zebadiah's father ' ; ’
name is Ishmael. Zebadiah is a leader in tMoab, and Mount Seir! You would not let the

: ; . people of Israel enter their lands when the
family group of Judah. Also, the Levites W'lpeople of Israel came out of Egypt.* So the

serve as scribes* for you. Have courage in people of Israel turned away and didn't
you do. May the Lord be with those peopldestroy those peoplé!But see the kind of
who do what is right.” reward those people give us for not destroying

ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. Meunite  Some ancient Greek translations have “Meunite.” The
fortress(es) A building or city with tall, strong walls for ~ Hebrew has “Ammonite.”
protection. atime of fasting A time when no food was eaten.
scribes Men that wrote down and copied books and lettertemple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.
They often became experts at knowing the meaning of thcdescendants A person’s children and their future families.
writings (scriptures. You would not let ... Egypt See Deut. 2:4-9, 19.
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them. They have come to force us out of yo give praise to the Lord because he is holy and
land. You gave this land to us20ur God, wonderful. They marched in front of the army
punish those people! We have no powtand praised the Lord. They sang the song,
against this large army that is coming againPraise the Lord, because his love continues
us! We don't know what to do! That is Wh)forever!’* 22As those men began to Sing and
we look to you for help!™ to praise God, the Lord set an ambush* for
L3All the men of Judah stood before ththe people of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir.
Lord with their babies, wives, and childrenThose were the people that came to attack
L4Then the Lord’s Spirit came on Jahaziej,dah. Those people were beatéfhe
Jahaziel was Zechariah's son. Zechariah Wammonites and the Moabites started to fight
Benaiah’s son. Benaiah was Jeiel's son. A'against the men from Mount Seir. The
Jeiel was Mattaniah's son. Jahaziel was xmmonites and the Moabites killed and

Levite and a descendant* of Asaph. In thyeqiroveq the men from Mount Seir. After

middle of the meeting;2Jahaziel said, “Listen - : -
to me King Jehoshaphat, all you people |ivinghaiyh2?ﬁe|:'"9d the men from Seir, they kiled

in Judah and Jerusalem! The Lord says this ™,rr "o from Judah arrived at the

you: ‘Don’t be afraid or worry about thISIookout point in the desert. They looked for

large army, because the battle is not Yo 'S | But th |
battle. It is God's battle!6Tomorrow, go - ¢ €heMMy S ‘arge army. but they only Saw

- dead bodies lying on the ground. No person
comé p trough the Pase of 2z, Yo wihad suivedz:Jehoshaphat and his army
find them at the end of the valley on the oth @me o take valuable things from the bodies.
side of the Desert of JeruéfYou won't need They found many animals, riches, clothes,
to fight in this battle. Stand strong in youand valuable things. Jehoshaphat and his army
places. You will see the Lord save you. Juditook those things for themselves. The things
and Jerusalem, don't be afraid! Don’t worrywere more than Jehoshaphat and his people
The Lord is with you, so go out against thoscould carry away. They spent three days
people tomorrow.” taking away the valuable things from the dead

18Jehoshaphat bowed down low. His facbodies, because there was so madédn the
touched the ground. And all the people cfourth day Jehoshaphat and his army met in
Judah and the people living in Jerusalem fcthe Valley of Beracah.* They gave praise to
down in front of the Lord. And they all (blessed)the Lord in that place. That is why
worshiped the Lord!9The Levites from the people still call that place, “The Valley of
Kohath family groups and the Korah famil\Beracah.”
stood up to praise the Lord God of Israe 27Then Jehoshaphat led all the men from
Their voices were very loud as they gavjudah and Jerusalem back home to Jerusalem
praise to the Lord. , The Lord made them very happy because

20Jehoshaphat’s army went out into ththeir enemies were defeatéfThey came to
Desert of Tekoa early in the moming. As the jerysalem with Iyres,* harps, and trumpets
were starting out, Jehoshaphat stood and Siang went to the Lord’s temple.*
‘Listen to me people of Judah and you peop 20| the kingdoms in all the countries

from Jerusalem. Have faith in the Lord yOlgaqreq the Lord because they heard that the
God, and then you will stand strong. Have fai .4 fought against Israel's enemie¥That

in the Lord’s prophets. You will succeed!” - o L
21Jehoshaphat encouraged and instruct” why Jehoshaphat's kingdom had peace.

the people. Then he chose men to be sing
to the Lord. Those singers were chosen Praise ... forever See Psaims 118 and 136.
ambush A surprise attack by hidden enemies.
Beracah This word means “blessing” or “praise.”
Thatiswhy ... help Literally, “But our eyes are on you!” lyres An instrument with several strings, like a harp.
descendant(s) A person’s children and their future families.  temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.
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Jehoshaphat's God gave him peace ¢Jehoshaphat gave his sons many gifts of silver,

around him. gold, and precious things. He also gave them
strong fortresses* in Judah. But Jehoshaphat
The End of Jehoshaphat's Rule gave the kingdom to Jehoram because Jehoram

3Jehoshaphat ruled over the country Was his oldest son.
Judah. Jehoshaphat was 35 years old wher Jehoram King of Judah
began to rule. He ruled 25 years in Jerusale 9ol ,
His mother's name was Azubah. Azubah w: Jeéhoram took over his father's kingdom
Shilhi’s daughter32Jehoshaphat lived the righ@nd made himself strong. Then he used a
way like Asa his father lived. Jehoshaph sword to kill all his brothers. He also killed
didn't turn from following Asa’s way. SOM€ of the leaders of Israéllehoram was

Jehoshaphat did right in the Lord’s sigBut 32 years old when he began to rule. He ruled
the high places* were not taken away. And yeight years in Jerusalerftie lived the same

people didn’t turn their hearts to follow th\V@Y the kings of Israel lived. He lived the
God their ancestors* followed. same way Ahab’s family lived. This was

34The other things Jehoshaphat did, fro P€cause Jehoram married Ahab’s daughter.
beginning to end, are written ithe Official And Jehoram did evil in the Lord's sigfBut

Records of Jehu son of Hanofihese things Lhe Lord V}’oﬁld not destro;;] DEVig’S fa:jmily_ X
were copied and included in the bodkye Pecause of the agreement the Lord made wit

History of the Kings of Israel David. The Lord had promised to keep a lamp

35Later on, Jehoshaphat king of Judah maPurning for David and his children forever.*
an agreement with Ahaziah, king of Israe i}n Jehora[n s time, Edom broke away from
Ahaziah did evil.38Jehoshaphat joined wittUnder Judan's authority. The people of Edom
Ahaziah to make ships to go to the town (C1OS€ their own king?So Jehoram went to
Tarshish.* They made the ships in the town Edom with all his commanders and chariots.*

- : . The Edomite army surrounded Jehoram and
Ezion Geber37Then Eliezer spoke agains, . .
Jehoshaphat. Eliezer's father's name WhIS chariot* commanders. But Jehoram fought

. ' ight10S; i
Dodavahu. Eliezer was from the town Chls way out at nightlSince that time and

Mareshah. He said, “Jehoshaphat, you 'oinum” now the country of Edom has been
with Ahaziah, that is why the L(F)er Wll)lldesjtrO\rebmlIous against Judah. The people from the

your works.” The ships were wrecked, stown of Libnah also turned against Jehoram.

This happened because Jehoram left the Lord
Jehoshaphat and Ahaziah were not able to s -
them to Tarshish.* God. He is the God Jehoram’s ancestors*

followed. 11Jehoram also built high places*
Then Jehoshaphat died and was buri
2 ith his ancestors.* He was buried i1°" the hills in Judah. Jehoram caused the

David's City. Jehoram was the new king Ipeople of Jerusalem to stop doing what God

wanted. He led the people of Judah awa
Jehoshaphat's place. Jehoram was Jehoshaplfrom the Lord peop y
2 ! i i ' ..
These men were Jehoshaohat sp SO‘;prophet This is what the message said: “This
Jehoshaphat was the kin pof Judan's what the Lord God says. He is the God your
P g father David followed. The Lord says,

‘Jehoram, you have not lived the way your
high places Places for worshiping God or false gods. Thesfather Jehoshaphat lived. You have not lived

places were often on the hills and mountains.
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents

grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. fortress(es) A building or city with tall, strong walls for
Tarshish A city far away from Israel, probably in Spain.  protection.

Tarshish was famous for its large ships that sailed tIThe Lord ... his children forever Here the writer means that

Mediterranean Sea. one of David's descendants would always rule.
Judah Literally, “Israel.” chariot(s) A small wagon used in war.
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the way Asa king of Judah lived3But you rule.* Ahaziah ruled one year in Jerusalem. His
have lived the way the kings of Israel livecmother’s name was Athaliah. Athaliah’s
You have caused the people of Judah afather's name was Omr$Ahaziah also lived
Jerusalem to stop doing what God wants. Trthe way Ahab’s family lived. He lived that way
is what Ahab and his family did. They werbecause his mother encouraged him to do
unfaithful to God. You have killed yourwrong things.4Ahaziah did evil things in the
brothers. Your brothers were better than yoLord's sight. That is what Ahab’s family did.
1450 now, the Lord will soon punish youiAhab'’s family gave advice to Ahaziah after
people with much punishment. The Lord wilAhaziah's father died. They gave Ahaziah bad
punish your children, wives, and all youadvice. That bad advice led to his death.
property.15You will have a terrible sicknessSAhaziah followed the advice Ahab’s family
in your bowels. It will become worse evengave him. Ahaziah went with King Joram to
day. Then your bowels will come out becausfight against King Hazael from Aram at the
of your terrible sickness.” town of Ramoth Gilead. Joram’s father's name
16The Lord caused the Philistine peoplwas Ahab, the king of Israel. But the Arameans
and the Arab people living near the Ethiopiawounded Joram in the battforam went back
people to be angry at Jehora@iThose to the town of Jezreel to get well. He was
people attacked the country of Judah. Thiwounded at Ramoth when he fought against
took away all the wealth that belonged to trHazael, king of Aram.
king's house and took away Jehoram’s so  Then Ahaziah* went to the town of Jezreel
and wives. Only Jehoram’s youngest son wto visit Joram. Ahaziah's father's name was
left. Jehoram’s youngest son was name¢Jehoram, the king of Judah. Joram’s father's
Jehoahaz.* name was Ahab. Joram was in the town of
18After those things happened, the LorJezreel because he was wounded.
made Jehoram sick in his bowels with  7God caused Ahaziah’'s* death when he
sickness that could not be curédThen went to visit Joram. Ahaziah arrived and went
Jehoram’s bowels fell out two years lateout with Joram to meet Jehu. Jehu's father's
because of his sickness. He died in very bname was Nimshi. The Lord chose Jehu to
pain. The people did not make a large fire destroy Ahab’s family8Jehu was punishing
honor Jehoram like they did for his fatheiAhab’s family. Jehu found the leaders of
20Jehoram was 32 years old when he becaJudah and Ahaziah’s relatives that served
king. He ruled eight years in Jerusalem. NAhaziah. Jehu killed those leaders of Judah
person was sad when Jehoram died. Tand Ahaziah's relativeSThen Jehu looked
people buried Jehoram in David’s city, bifor Ahaziah. Jehu's men caught him when he
not in the graves where the kings are buried.tried to hide in the town of Samaria. They
o brought Ahaziah to Jehu. They killed Ahaziah
Ahaziah King of Judah and buried him. They said, “Ahaziah is the
2 The people of Jerusalem chose Ahazialdescendant* of Jehoshaphat. Jehoshaphat
{o be the new king in Jehoram's plac¢followed the Lord with all his heart.”
Ahaziah was Jehoram’s youngest son. TlAhaziah's family had no power to hold the
people that came with the Arab people tkingdom of Judah together.
attack Jehoram’s camp killed all of Jehoram
older sons. So Ahaziah began to rule in Jud: Queen Athaliah
ZAhaziah was 22 years old when he began 10Athaliah was Ahaziah's* mother. When
she saw that her son was dead, she killed all
Jehoahaz Also spelled “Ahaziah’. the king’s children in JudaR1But Jehosheba

Ahaziah ~ Also spelled *Jehoahaz'. took Ahaziah’s son Joash and hid him.
Ahaziah was ... rule Some old copies say “42 years old.”

2 Kings 8:26 says Ahaziah was 22 years old when he bec

to rule. descendant(s) A person’s children and their future families.
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Jehosheba put Joash and his nurse in those who went out on the Sabb&ehoiada
inside bedroom. Jehosheba was Kirthe priest gave the spears and the large and
Jehoram'’s daughter. She was also Jehoiacsmall shields that belonged to King David to
wife. Jehoiada was a priest. And Jehoshethe officers. Those weapons were kept in God's
was Ahaziah's sister. Athaliah did not kiltemple.*10Then Jehoiada told the men where to
Joash, because Jehosheba hid Hifhoash stand. Every man had his weapon in his hand.
was hidden with the priests in God's templeThe men stood all the way from the right side
for six years. During that time, Athaliah ruleiof the temple to the left side of the temple. They

over the land as queen. stood near the altar* and the temple, and near
_ . . the king.11They brought the king’s son out and
Priest Jehoiada and King Joash put the crown on him. They gave him a copy of

2 After six years, Jehoiada showed hthe Law.* Then they made Joash king. Jehoiada

trength. He made an agreement wiand his sons anointed* Joash. They said, “Let
the captains. Those captains were: Azarithe king live a long time!”
son of Jeroham, Ishmael son of Jehohani 12Athaliah heard the noise of the people
Azariah son of Obed, Maaseiah son (running to the temple* and praising the king.
Adaiah, and Elishaphat son of ZicfThey She came into the Lord’s temple to the
went around in Judah and gathered the Levipeople.13She looked and saw the king. The
from all the towns of Judah. They alsking was standing by the king’s column at the
gathered the leaders of the families of Israfront entrance. The officers and the men who
Then they went to Jerusale®#ll the people blew trumpets were near the king. The people
meeting together made an agreement with 1of the land were happy and blowing trumpets.
king in God'’s temple.* The singers were playing on instruments of

Jehoiada said to those people, “The kincmusic. The singers led the people in singing
son will rule. That is what the Lord promise praises. Then Athaliah tore her clothes* and
about David's descendantstNow, this is said, “Treason! Treason!™
what you must do: One-third of you priesl 14Jehoiada the priest brought out the army
and Levites who go on duty on the Sabbacaptains. He said to them, “Take Athaliah
will guard the doors®And one-third of you outside among the army. Use your swords to
will be at the king's house. And one-third ckill any person that follows her.” Then the
you will be at the Foundation Gate. But all thpriest warned the soldiers, “Don’t kill
other people will stay in the yards of th Athaliah in the Lord’s temple.*15Then those
Lord's temple.*6Don't let any person comemen grabbed Athaliah when she came to the
into the Lord’s temple. Only the priest anentrance of the Horse Gate at the king’s
Levites who serve are permitted to come inhouse. Then they killed her there at that place.
the Lord's temple because they are holy. B 16Then Jehoiada made an agreement with
all the other men must do the job the Lord hall the people, and the king. They all agreed
given them.’The Levites must stay near ththat they all would be the Lord’s peopt@All
king. Every man must have his sword witthe people went into the temple of the idol
him. If any person tries to enter the templBaal and tore it down. They also broke the
kill that person. You must stay with the kinialtars and idols that were in Baal's temple.
everywhere he goes.”

8The Levites and all the people of Jude _ -
obeyed all that Jehoiada the priest command?ﬁzry(séav’; stone table or ‘?r;;a’;deg;svﬁfga”g:‘i‘,?rrr']fg’yez-ave "
Jehoiada the priest did I’l_Ot Excuse any per: testimony.” Here the word means a copy’of the Law that the
from the groups of the priests. So each capt  king had to obey. See Deut. 17:18.

and all his men came in on the Sabbath wanoint(ed) To pour olive oil on things or people to show that
they were chosen by God for a special work or purpose.
tore her clothes A way to show she was very upset.
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship. Treason Turning against the government. Here Athaliah was
descendants A person’s children and their future families. blaming the people for turning against her government.
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They killed Mattan the priest of Baal in fronfrom Judah and Jerusalem? Moses the Lord’s
of the altars of Baal. servant and the people of Israel used that tax
18Then Jehoiada chose the priests to Imoney for the Holy Tent.*"
responsible for the Lord’s temple.* Thost 7In the past, Athaliah’s sons broke into
priests were Levites, and David had giveGod's temple.* They used the holy things in
them the job of being responsible for ththe Lord’s temple for their worship of the Baal
Lord's temple. Those priests were to offer thgods. Athaliah was a very wicked woman.
burnt offerings* to the Lord the way the Law 8King Joash gave a command for a box to
of Moses commanded. They offered thbe made and put outside the gate at the Lord's
sacrifices* with much joy and singing the watemple.* 9Then the Levites made an
David commanded!®Jehoiada put guards aannouncement in Judah and Jerusalem. They
the gates of the Lord’s temple so that a perstold the people to bring in the tax money for
who was not clean in anything could not entthe Lord. That tax money is what Moses the
the temple. servant of God had required the people of
20Jehoiada took the army captains, trisrael to give while they were in the desert.
leaders, the rulers of the people, and all ti1%All the leaders and the people were happy.
people of the land with him. Then Jehoiac They brought their money and put it in the
took the king out of the Lord’s temple,* ancbox. They continued giving until the box was
they went through the Upper Gate to thfull. TThen the Levites would take the box to
king's house. In that place they put the kinthe king’s officials. They saw that the box was
on the throne21All the people of Judah werefull of money. The king's secretary and the
very happy and the C|ty Jerusalem had peg|ead|ng priest’'s officer came and took the

because Athaliah was Killed with a sword.  money out of the box. Then they took the box
back to its place again. They did this often

Joash Builds Again the Temple and gathered much monej2Then King

Joash was seven years old when |Joash and Jehoiada gave the money to the
24became king. He ruled 40 years ijPeople that worked on the Lord's temple. And

Jerusalem. His mother's name was Zibia (e people that worked on the Lord's temple
Zibiah was from the town of Beershebzhired skilled woodcarvers and carpenters to

2Joash did right in front of the Lord as long ¢0uild again the Lord's temple. They also hired
Jehoiada the priest was livingJehoiada Workers that knew how to work with iron and

chose two wives for Joash. Joash had scPronze to build again the Lord's temple.

and daughters. 13The men that supervised the work were
4Then later on, Joash decided to build ageV€"Y, faithful. The work to build again the

the Lord’s temple.5Joash called the priestsL0"d’S témple* was successful. They built

and the Levites together. He said to therG0d'S temple the way it was before and they

“Go out to the towns of Judah and gather ymade it strongedWhen the workers finished,

.they brought the money that was left to King
mgg?r/]:t”rﬂlgn%(i/of(leb%fillgrzzla?r? yyg\lﬁ%gg,\loash and Jehoiada. They used that money tc

temple. Hurry and do this.” But the Levite:Make things for the Lord's temple. Those things
didn't h'urry_ ' ‘were used for the service in the temple and for

. . . i i *

60 King Joash called Jehoiada the Ieadngg@{éngngué?ﬁe?fzﬁiﬁngm o;heéﬁ da!'fr? ! n;i"l"\?eer
priest. The king said, “Jehoiada, why haven . g _goid e
you made the Levites bring in the tax moneThe priests offered bumnt offerings in the Lord’s

temple every day while Jehoiada was alive.
15)ehoiada became old. He had a very long
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship. life, then he died. Jehoiada was 130 years old
burnt offering(s) Gifts to God. Usually these were animals tha’

were killed and completely burned on the altar.
sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually, it was a special animal thaiHoly Tent  Or, “tabernacle.” Also called the “meeting tent.” The

was killed and burned on an altar. people would go to this tent to meet with God.
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when he died!6The people buried Jehoiada ileft Joash, he was badly wounded. Joash’s
David's City where the kings are buried. Thown servants made plans against him. They
people buried Jehoiada there because in did this because Joash killed Zechariah the
life he did much good in Israel for God anson of Jehoiada the priest. The servants killed
for God'’s temple.* Joash on his own bed. After Joash died, the
17After Jehoiada died, the leaders of Judipeople buried him in David's City. But they
came and bowed to King Joash. The kirdidn't bury him in the place where the kings
listened to those leadefgThe king and those are buried.
leaders rejected the temple* of the Lord Go  26These are the servants that made plans
Their ancestors* followed the Lord Godagainst Joash: Zabad and Jehozabad. Zabad's
They worshiped the Asherah poles* and othmother's name was Shimeath. Shimeath was
idols. God was angry with the people of Judifrom Ammon. And Jehozabad's mother's name
and Jerusalem because the king and thwwas Shimrith. Shimrith was from MoagfThe
leaders were guilty!%God sent prophets tostory about Joash’s sons, the great prophecies
the people to bring them back to the Loriagainst him, and how he built again God's
The prophets warned the people. But titemple* are written in the bookCommentary
people refused to listen. on the Kings Amaziah became the new king

20God’s Spirit came on Zechariahafter him. Amaziah was Joash’s son.
Zechariah's father was Jehoiada the prie

Zechariah stood in front of the people ar Amaziah King of Judah

said, “This is what God says: ‘Why do y0\2 Amaziah was 25 years old when he
people refuse to obey the Lord’s command became king. He ruled for 29 years in
You will not be successful. You have left th jerusalem. His mother's name was Jehoaddin.
Lord. So the Lord has also left you!”  jehoaddin was from JerusaletAmaziah did
21But the people made plans againthe things the Lord wanted him to do. But he
Zechariah. The king commanded the people gidn't do them with all his hear8Amaziah
kill Zechariah, so they threw rocks at him unthecame a strong king. Then he killed the
he died. The people did this in the templeoficials that killed his father the kingBut
yard. 22]Joash the king didn’t remembe Amaziah didn't kill those officials’ children.

Jehoiada’s kindness to him. Jehoiada W\yhy? He obeyed the law written in the book

“May the Lord see what you are doing anchjldren did. And children must not be put to
punish you! death for something their parents did. A
2%At the end of the year, the Aramean arherson should be put to death only for a bad
came against Joash. They attacked Judah thing that he himself did.”
Jerusalem and killed all the leaders of tt 5Amaziah gathered the people of Judah
people. They sent all the valuable things to tyygether. He grouped them by families and he
king of Damascus:*The Aramean army camé it generals and captains in charge of those
with a small group of men, but the Lord léqr 10 Those leaders were in charge of all the
them defeat a very large army from Judagegiers from Judah and Benjamin. All the men
The Lord did this because the people of Judyat yyere chosen to be soldiers were 20 years
left the Lord God their ancestors* followedg|y and older. In all there were 300,000 skilled
So Joash was punishé@When the Arameans s iers ready to fight with spears and shields.
6Amaziah also hired 100,000 soldiers from

temple  The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship. ISrael. He paid 3 3/4 tons* of silver to hire
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents

grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
Asherah poles Poles used to honor the goddess Asherah. PeoParents ... did See Deut. 24:16.

thought she could help them have many children. 33/4tons Or, “3,400kg." Literally, “100 talents.”
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those soldiers’But a man of God* came to worship? Those gods could not even save
Amaziah. The man of God said, “King, don'ttheir own people from you!”
let the army of Israel go with you. The Lord is  16When the prophet spoke, Amaziah said to
not with Israel. The Lord is not with the peoplethe prophet, “We never made you an adviser
of Ephraim.*8Maybe you will make yourself to the king! Be quiet! If you don't be quiet,
strong and ready for war, but God can help ycyou will be killed.” The prophet became
win or help you lose.®Amaziah said to the quiet, but then said, “God really has decided
man of God, “But what about the money to destroy you. Why? Because you did those
already paid to the Israelite army?” The man thad things and didn't listen to my advice.”
God answered, “The Lord has plenty. He ca  17Amaziah king of Judah, talked with his
give you much more than that!” advisers. Then he sent a message to Jehoast
10So0 Amaziah sent the Israelite army bacthe king of Israel. Amaziah said to Jehoash,
home to Ephraim.* Those men were ver“Let's meet face to face.” Jehoash was
angry against the king and the people Jehoahaz's son. Jehoahaz was Jehu’s son.
Judah. They went back home very angry. 18Then Jehoash sent his answer to
1IThen Amaziah became very brave arAmaziah. Jehoash was the king of Israel and
led his army to the Salt Valley in the countr Amaziah was the king of Judah. Jehoash told
of Edom. In that place, Amaziah's army killecthis story: “A little thorn bush of Lebanon
10,000 men from Seir.#2The army of Judah sent a message to a big cedar tree of Lebanon
also captured 10,000 men from Seir. TheThe little thorn bush said, ‘Let your daughter
took those men from Seir to the top of a clif marry my son.’ But a wild animal came and
Those men were still alive. Then the army «walked over the thorn bush and destroyed it.
Judah threw down those men from the top 19You say to yourself, ‘| have defeated
the cliff and their bodies were broken on thEdom!” You are proud and you brag. But you
rocks below. should stay at home. There is no need for you

13But at the same time, the Israelite armto get into trouble. If you fight me, you and
was attacking some towns in Judah. Thejudah will be destroyed.”

attacked the towns from Beth Horon all th  20Byt Amaziah refused to listen. This came

way to Samaria. They killed 3,000 people arfrom God. God planned to let Israel defeat
took many valuable thinggThe people of Judah, because the people of Judah followed
that army were angry becayskmaziah the gods the people of Edom followedSo
didn’t let them join him in the war. Jehoash king of Israel met Amaziah king of
14Amaziah came home after he defeatejydah face to face at the town of Beth
the Edomite* people. He brought the idoShemesh. Beth Shemesh is in Juddlsrael
gods the people of Seir* worshiped. Amaziadefeated Judah. Every man of Judah ran away
started to WOTShIp those idol gOdS. He bOW(tO his home23Jehoash Captured Amaziah at
down in front of those gods, and he bumegeth Shemesh and took him to Jerusalem.
incense* to themiSThe Lord was very angry Amaziah's father's name was Joash. Joash's
with Amaziah. The Lord sent a prophet tfather's name was Jehoahaz. Jehoash tore
Amaziah. The prophet said, “Amaziah, wh'down a 600-foot section* of the wall of
have you worshiped the gods those peofjerysalem from the Ephraim Gate to the
Corner Gate4There was gold and silver and
man of God This is another name for a prophet. many other things in God’s temple. Obed
Ephraim  Ephraim was Joseph's youngest son. Ephraim'&qom was responsible for those things. But

family group joined Israel. Ephraim was another name fo .
gy Sroup P Jehoash took all of those things. Jehoash alsc
Seir Or, “Edom,” a country east of Judah. took the treasures from the king's palace.

Edomite  The people of Edom (Seir).
incense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a swee
smelling smoke, it was offered as a gift to God. 600-foot section  Literally, “400-cubit section” (210m).
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Then Jehoash took some people as prison 9Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at the
and went back to Samaria. Corner Gate, at the Valley Gate, and at the
25Amaziah lived 15 years after Jehoasplace where the wall turned. Uzziah made
died. Amaziah's father was Joash, the king those towers strong%Uzziah built towers in
Judah.26The other things Amaziah did, fronthe desert. He also dug many wells. He had
beginning to end, are written in the bodke much cattle in the hill country and in the flat
History of the Kings of Judah and Israellands. Uzziah had farmers in the mountains
20\When Amaziah stopped obeying the Lor@nd in the lands where growth was good. He
the people in Jerusalem made plans agaialso had men that took care of fields where
Amaziah. He ran away to the town of Lachis grapes grew. He loved farming. _
But the people sent men to Lachish and th  1Uzziah had an army of trained soldiers.
killed Amaziah there28Then they carried Those soldiers were put in groups by Jeiel the
Amaziah's body on horses and buried hisecretary and Maaseiah the officer. Hananiah
with his ancestors* in the City of Judah. was their leader. Jeiel and Maaseiah counted
those soldiers and put them into groups.
Uzziah King of Judah Hananiah was one of the king’s officers.
2 Then the people of Judah chose Uzzit?There were 2,600 leaders over the soldiers.
0 be the new king in place of Amaziat3Those family leaders were in charge of an
Amaziah was Uzziah's father. Uzziah was jarmy of 307,500 men that fought with great
years old when this happenétlizziah built power. Those soldiers helped the king against
again the town of Elath and gave it back the enemyl4Uzziah gave the army shields,

Judah. Uzziah did this after Amaziah died aiSpears, helmets, armor, bows, and stones for
was buried with his ancestors.* the slings.*15In Jerusalem Uzziah made

3Uzziah was 16 years old when he becarmachines that were invented by clever men.
king. He ruled 52 years in Jerusalem. H Those machines were put on the towers and
mother's name was Jecoliah. Jecoliah wcorner walls. These machines shot arrows and
from Jerusalem#Uzziah did the things thelarge rocks. Uzziah became famous. People
Lord wanted him to do. He obeyed God trknew his name in far away places. He had
same as his father Amaziah had d@hkzziah Much help and became a powerful king.
followed God in the time of Zechariah's life %But when Uzziah became strong, his pride

Zechariah tauaht Uzziah how t t gcaused him to be destroyed. He was not
oggyag%d. a\l,l\J,%en szilzaiah (\)viflisoorbe:%% {arfanhful to the Lord his God. He went into the

Lord, God gave him success. Lord’s temple* to burn incense* on the altar*

6Uzziah fouah inst the Philistinfor burning incenset’Azariah the priest and
peo%ﬁél_aHeotuo%et go\cvvir t?]%awzt”; Zrou”gutTSO brave priests that served the Lord followed

towns of Gath. Jabneh. and Ashdod. Uzzi\UZziah into the temple8They told Uzziah he

built towns near the town of Ashdod and i%aS Wrong. They said to him, “Uzziah, it is
other places among the Philistine peopI”Ot your job to burn incense to the Lord. It is

7God helped Uzziah fight the Philistines, tr"Ct 900d for you to do this. The priests and

Arabs living in the town of Gur Baal, and th/Aaron’s descendants* are the ones that burn

Meunites.8The Ammonites paid tribute* to "CENSE to the Lord. These priests were trained
Uzziah. Uzziah's name became famous all tfor holy service to burn incense. Go out of the

way to the border of Egypt. He was famot
because he was very powerful. slings:| S;])mething to throw rocks in, like David used against
Goliath.
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parentsincense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.  smelling smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.
tribute Money paid to a more powerful king by a weaker kinaltar(s) A stone table or a stand for offering sacrifices.
to have peace. descendants A person's children and their future families.
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Most Holy Place.* You have not been faithfulhill country of Judah. Jotham built fortresses*
The Lord God will not honor you for this!”  and towers in the forestsJotham also fought
19But Uzziah was angry. He had a bowl iiagainst the king of the Ammonite people and
his hand for burning incense.* While Uzzialhis army and defeated them. So each year for
was very angry at the priests, leprosy* came ithree years the Ammonites gave Jotham 3 3/4
on his forehead. This happened in front of ttons* of silver, 62,000 bushels* of wheat, and
priests in the Lord’s temple* by the altar* f0162,000 bushels of barley.
burning incense0Azariah the leading priest 6Jotham became powerful because he
and all the priests looked at Uzziah. Thefaithfully obeyed the Lord his GodThe
could see the leprosy on his forehead. Tlother things Jotham did and all his wars are
priests quickly forced Uzziah out from thewritten in the bookThe History of the Kings
temple. Uzziah himself hurried out because tlof |srael and JudatBJotham was 25 years old
Lord had punished hindlUzziah the king was when he became king. He ruled 16 years in
a leper.* He could not enter the Lord's tempk jerysalemdThen Jotham died and was buried
Uzziah's son Jotham controlled the king'yith his ancestors.* The people buried him in
house and became governor for the people. pavig's City.* Ahaz became the king in

beginning to the end, were written by th

prophet Isaiah son of Amo23Uzziah died Ahaz King of Judah

and was buried near his ancestors.* Uzzi Ahaz was 20 years old when he became
was buried in the field near the king’s buric king. He ruled 16 years in Jerusalem.

places. Why? Because the people saippa; gidn't live right like David his

Uzziah has leprosy.* And Jotham becam aneactor * Ahaz didn't do the things the Lord

the new king in Uzziah's place. Jotham Weanted him to do2Ahaz followed the bad

Uzziah's son. example of the kings of Israel. He used molds

to make idols to worship the Baal go8&haz

burned incense* in the Valley of Ben
. . e S

became king. He ruled 16 years i‘Hmnom. He sacrificed* his own sons by

- ; burning them in the fire. He did the same
Jerusalem. His mother's name was Jerusl, . 2. i
Jerusha was Zadok's daughtotham did the tde_&rlb+ehsml_s ﬂaaththde Peopléasﬂl:vmg n th""lt Iandt
things the Lord wanted him to do. He obeyed!d: 1€ LOTd nad Torced those people ou

God just like his father Uzziah had done. gWhen the people of Israel entered that land.

Jotham did not enter the Lord’s temple* t'flAhaz offered sacrifices* and burned incense

burn incense* like his father did. But the the high places,* on the hills, and under
people continued doing wrondJotham built EVery green tree.

again the Upper Gate of the Lord's temple. F

did much building on the wall at the placifortress(es) A building or city with tall, strong walls for

named OphekJotham also built towns in the__protection. .
3 3/4tons Or, “3,400kg.” Literally, “100 talents.”

62,000 bushels Or, “2,200,000 I.” Literally, “10,000 cors.”
Most Holy Place The inside room where the Box of the Lord'sDavid’s City ~ Another name for Jerusalem.
Agreement sat. It is also named the “Holy of Holies.” It is thincense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-

Jotham King of Judah
2 Jotham was 25 years old when h

spiritual place where God lives and is worshiped. smelling smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.
incense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweeValley of Ben Hinnom The Valley of Hinnom was south and
smelling smoke, it was offered as a gift to God. west of Jerusalem. Many babies and young children were

leprosy A very bad skin disease. The Hebrew word means a  sacrificed to false gods in this valley.
of several diseases that cause rashes or sores on the skin. sacrifice(d) To kil a special animal and offer it on an altar as a
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.  gift to God.
altar(s) A stone table or a stand for offering sacrifices. sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually, it was a special animal that
leper A person who was sick with leprosy. was killed and burned on an altar.
ancestor(s) Literally, “father(s),” meaning a person’s parents high places Places for worshiping God or false gods. These
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.  places were often on the hills and mountains.
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5-6Ahaz sinned, so the Lord his God let tFwill make us sin worse against the Lord. That
king of Aram defeat Ahaz. The king of Aranwill make our sin and guilt worse and the
and his army defeated Ahaz and made meLord will be very angry against Israel!”
people of Judah prisoners. The king of Ara 14So the soldiers gave the prisoners and
took those prisoners to the city of Damasctvaluable things to those leaders and to the
The Lord also let Pekah the king of Israpeople of IsraellsThe leaders (Azariah,
defeat Ahaz. Pekah’s father's name wiBerekiah, Jehizkiah, and Amasa) stood up and
Remaliah. Pekah and his army killed 120,0(helped the prisoners. These four men got the
brave soldiers from Judah in one day. Pekclothes that the Israelite army took and gave
defeated those men from Judah because tthem to those people that were naked. Those
stopped obeying the Lord God their ancestcleaders also gave shoes to those people. They
obeyed.’Zicri was a brave soldier fromgave the prisoners from Judah something to
Ephraim.* Zicri killed Maaseiah, King Ahaz'seat and drink. They rubbed oil on those
son, Azrikam the officer in charge of thipeopleto soften and heal their wound$hen
king's house, and Elkanah. Elkanah w¢those leaders from Ephraim put the weak
second in command to the king. prisoners on donkeys and took them back

8The Israelite army captured 200,000 chome to their families in Jericho, the city of
their own relatives living in Judah. They toopalm trees. Then those four leaders went back
women, children, and many valuable thinchome to Samaria.
from Judah. The Israelites brought thos 16-17At that same time, the people from
captives and those things to the city (Edom came again and defeated the people of
SamariafBut one of the Lord’s prophets waJudah. The Edomites captured people and
there. This prophet was named Oded. Odtook them away as prisoners. So King Ahaz
met the Israelite army that came back ‘asked the king of Assyria to help hi#¢The
Samaria. Oded said to the Israelite army, “TIPhilistine people also attacked the towns in
Lord God your ancestors* obeyed let yothe hills and in south Judah. The Philistines
defeat the people of Judah because he vcaptured the towns of Beth Shemesh, Aijalon,
angry at them. You killed and punished trGederoth, Soco, Timnah, and Gimzo. They
people of Judah in a very mean way. Noalso captured the villages near those towns.
God is angry at youlOYou plan to keep the Then the Philistines lived in those towns.
people of Judah and Jerusalem as slaves. ‘19The Lord gave troubles to Judah because
also have sinned against the Lord your GcKing Ahaz of Judah encouraged the people of
1INow listen to me. Send back your brothe Judah tO_ sin. HQ was very unfa|thf.ul to the
and sisters that you captured. Do this becaiLord. 20Tiglath Pileser king of Assyria came
the Lord’s terrible anger is against you.” and gave Ahaz trouble instead (_)f helping him.

12Then some of the leaders in Ephrair?*Ahaz took some valuable things from the
saw the Israelite soldiers coming home froLord’s temple* and from the king's house and
war. Those leaders met the Israelite soldiefrom the prince’s house. Ahaz gave those
and warned them. Those leaders were Azarthings to the king of Assyria. But that didn't
son of Jehohanan, Berekiah son help Ahaz. _
Meshillemoth, Jehizkiah son of Shallum, ar 22n Ahaz's troubles, he sinned worse and
Amasa son of Hadlal3Those leaders said tcecame more unfaithful to the LoréiHe
the Israelite soldiers, “Don’t bring theoffered sacrifices* to the gods the people of
prisoners from Judah here. If you do that, Damascus worshiped. The people of Damascus

had defeated Ahaz. So he thought to himself,
“The gods the people of Aram worship helped

Ephraim  Ephraim was Joseph’s youngest son. Ephraim’~
family group joined Israel. Ephraim was another name fi
Israel. temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parentssacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually, it was a special animal that
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.  was killed and burned on an altar.
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them. So if | offer sacrifices to those godsready for holy service. He is the God your
maybe they will help me also.” Ahaz worshipeancestors obeyed. Take away the things from
those gods. In this way he sinned, and he méthe temple that do not belong in there. Those
the people of Israel sin. things make the temple not puréOur
24phaz gathered the things from God"ancestors left the Lord and turned their faces
temple* and broke them to pieces. Then taway from the Lord’s houseThey shut the
closed the doors of the Lord’s temple. Hdoors of the porch of the temple and let the
made altars* and put them on every strefire go out in the lamps. They stopped burning
corner in Jerusalem?Sin every town in incense* and offering burnt offerings* in the
Judah Ahaz made high places* for burninHoly Place* to the God of IsraéiSo, the Lord
incense* to worship other gods. Ahaz macbecame very angry at the people of Judah and
the Lord God that his ancestors* obeyeJerusalem. The Lord punished them. Other
very angry. peoples became afraid and were shocked wher
26The other things that Ahaz did, from thethey saw what the Lord did to the people of

beginning to the end, are written in the bookJudah and Jerusalem. Those other people
The History of the Kings of Judah and Israelshook their heads with hate and shame for the

27Ahaz died and was buried with hispeople of Judah. You know these things are

ancestors.* The people buried Ahaz in the cittrue. You can see with your own ey@and

of Jerusalem. But they didn’t bury Ahaz in thethat is why our ancestors were killed in battle.
same burial place where the kings of IsracOur sons and daughters and wives were made
were buried_ Hezekiah became the new kirprlsonerSiOSO now |, Hezek|ah, have deC|ded

in Ahaz's place. Hezekiah was Ahaz's son. 10 make an agreement with the Lord God of
Israel. Then he will not be angry at us any

Hezekiah King of Judah more.11So my sons,* don't be lazy or waste

. . .any more time. The Lord chose you to serve
Zg@zeklah became king when he was 2 - He chose yopto serve himin the

ears old. He r,uled 29 Years Memnle and to bur incense.”
Jerusalem. His mother’'s name was Abijal 12-14This is a list of the Levites that were

Abijah was Zechariah's daught@Hezekiah oo that started to work: Erom the Kohath

did the things the Lord wanted him to do. Heai there was Mahath son of Amasai and
did what was right just like David his ancestor yoa| ‘son of Azariah. Erom the Merari family
hangonek_ b fied the d  the LoriNere was Kish son of Abdi and Azariah son
ezexian fixed the doors of the Lordnt jenalielel. From the Gershon family there
temple* and made them strong. Hezekis, a5 joah son of Zimmah and Eden son of

opened the temple again. He did this in t 305 " From Elizaphan’s descendants* there
first month of the first year after he becamyas™ Shimri and Jeiel. From Asaph’s

king. +°Hezekiah got the priests and Levittjascendants there was Zechariah and

together in one assembly. He had a meetiyjattaniah. From Heman’s descendants there
with them in the open yard on the east side a5 Jehiel and Shimei. From Jeduthun’s
the temple. Hezekiah said to them, “Listen Igescendants there was Shemaiah and Uzziel
me, Levites! Make yourselves ready for holisthen these Levites gathered their brothers
service. Make the temple of the Lord Gotogether and made themselves ready for holy

temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship. Lord’s house Another name for the temple in Jerusalem.
altar(s) A stone table used for burning sacrifices offered as gifburnt offering(s) Gifts to God. Usually these were animals that

to God. were killed and completely burned on the altar.
high places Places of worship. Holy Place The room in the Holy Tent and in the temple that
incense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a swee  was used by the priests to do their daily service to God.
smelling smoke, it was offered as a gift to God. my sons Here Hezekiah is speaking to the priests like a father to

ancestor(s) Literally, “father(s),” meaning a person’s parents  his sons. They are not really his children.
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. descendants A person’s children and their future families.



2 CHRONICLES 29:16-32 536

service in the temple.* They obeyed ththe priests killed the lambs and sprinkled the
king's command that came from the Lorclambs’ blood on the alta3-24Then the
They went into the Lord’s temple to clean ipriests brought the male goats in front of the
16The priests went into the inside part of trking and the people assembled together. The
Lord’s temple to clean it. They took out all thgoats were the sin offering. The priests put
unclean* things they found in the Lord’stheir hands on the goats and killed the goats.
temple. They brought the unclean things to t The priests made a sin offering with the
yard of the Lord’s temple. Then the Levitegoats’ blood on the altar. They did this so
took the unclean things out to the KidroGod would forgive the sins of the people of
Valley. 170On the first day of the first monthIsrael. The king said that the burnt offering*
the Levites began to make themselves recand the sin offering should be made for all the
for holy service. On the eighth day of thpeople of Israel.
month, the Levites came to the porch of tt 25King Hezekiah put the Levites in the
Lord’s temple. For eight more days theLord’s temple* with cymbals,* harps, and
cleaned the Lord’s temple to make it ready flyres* the way David, Gad the king's seer,*
holy use. They finished on the 16th day of tland Nathan the prophet had commanded. This
first month. command came from the Lord through his

18Then they went to King Hezekiah. Theprophets.26So the Levites stood ready with
said to him, “King Hezekiah, we cleaned aDavid's instruments of music, and the priests
the Lord's temple* and the altar* for burnin¢stood ready with their trumpeté7Then
offerings and all the things in the temple. WHezekiah gave the order to sacrifice* the burnt
cleaned the table for the rows of bread with ioffering* on the altar.* When the burnt
the things used for that tabl&During the offering began, singing to the Lord began also.
time that Ahaz was king, he rebelled againThe trumpets were blown and the instruments
God. He threw away many of the things thof David king of Israel playedz8All the
were in the temple. But we fixed all of thosassembly bowed down, the musicians sang,
things and made them ready for their specand the trumpet players blew their trumpets
use. They are now in front of the Lord’s altar. until the burnt offering was finished.

20King Hezekiah gathered the city official: 2%fter the sacrifices* were finished, King
and went up to the temple* of the Lord earHezekiah and all the people with him bowed
the next morning2!They brought seven bulls,down and worshipeding Hezekiah and
seven rams, seven lambs, and seven yothis officials ordered the Levites to give praise
male goats. These animals were for a <to the Lord. They sang songs that David and
offering for the kingdom of Judah, for theAsaph the seer* had written. They praised
Holy Place* to make it clean, and for th.God and became happy. They all bowed and
people of Judah. King Hezekiah commandworshiped God3!Hezekiah said, “Now you
the priests that were descendants* of Aaron people of Judah have given yourselves to the
offer those animals on the Lord’s alta?®So Lord. Come near and bring sacrifices and
the priests killed the bulls and kept the bloothank offerings to the Lord’'s temple.*” Then
Then they sprinkled the bulls’ blood on ththe people brought sacrifices and thank
altar. Then the priests killed the rams arofferings. Any person who wanted to, also
sprinkled the rams’ blood on the altar. Thebrought burnt offerings32This is how many

unclean Or, “unacceptable.” Not pure or not able to be used burnt offering(s) Gifts to God. Usually these were animals that
worshiping God. See Lev. 11-15 for the Old Testament rul  were killed and completely burned on the altar.

about clean and unclean things. cymbals A pair of metal platters that are hit against each other
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.  to make a loud sound.
altar(s) A stone table or a stand for offering sacrifices. lyres  An instrument with several strings, like a harp.

Holy Place The room in the Holy Tent and in the temple theseer This is another name for a prophet. See 1 Sam. 9:9-11.
was used by the priests to do their daily service to God.  sacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually, it was a special animal that
descendants A person’s children and their future families. was killed and burned on an altar.
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burnt offerings the assembly brought to thgroup of the people of Israel had not

temple: 70 bulls, 100 rams, and 200 lambcelebrated the Passover since a long time agc
All these animals were sacrificed as burithe way the law of Moses said to celebrate it.
offerings to the Lord33The holy offerings for 6So the messengers took the king's letters all
the Lord were 600 bulls and 3,000 sheep athrough Israel and Judah. This is what those

goats.34But there were not enough priests tletters said:

skin and cut up all the animals for the bur
offerings. So their relatives, the Levites
helped them until the work was finished an
until other priests could make themselve
ready for holy service. The Levites were mol
serious about making themselves ready
serve the Lord. They were more serious thi
the priests.35There were many burnt
offerings, and the fat of fellowship offerings
and drink offerings. So the service in th
Lord’s temple began agaidtHezekiah and
the people were very happy about the thin
God prepared for his people. And they wel
happy he did it so quickly!

Hezekiah Celebrates the Passover

30King Hezekiah sent messages to all tf
people of Israel and Judah. He wrot

letters to the people of Ephraim an
Manasseh* also. Hezekiah invited all thos
people to come to the Lord’s temple* ir
Jerusalem so they all could celebrate tl
Passover* for the Lord God of IsraéKing

Hezekiah agreed with all his officials and a
the assembly in Jerusalem to have tl
Passover in the second mongfihey could

not celebrate the Passover Festival at t
regular time. Why? Because not enoug

Children of Israel, turn back to the Lord
God that Abraham, Isaac, and Israel
(Jacob) obeyed. Then God will come
back to you people that are still alive and
have escaped from the kings of Assyria.
Don’t be like your fathers or your
brothers. The Lord was their God, but
they turned against him. So the Lord
made people hate them and speak evil
about them. You can see with your own
eyes that this is tru8Don’t be stubborn
like your ancestors* were. But obey the
Lord with a willing heart. Come to the
Most Holy Place.* The Lord has made
the Most Holy Place to be holy forever.
Serve the Lord your God. Then the
Lord’s fearful anger will turn away from
you. 9If you come back and obey the
Lord, then your relatives and your
children will find mercy from the people
that captured them. And your relatives
and your children will come back to this
land. The Lord your God is kind and
merciful. He will not turn away from
you if you come back to him.

10The messengers went to every town in

priests had made themselves ready for htthe area of Ephraim and Manasseh. They
service. And another reason is the people hyent all the way to the area of Zebulun. But
not gathered in JerusalefThe agreement yhe people laughed at the messengers anc
satisfied King Hezekiah and all the assembljade fun of themi1But. some men from the
>So they made an announcement everywhtareas of Asher, Manasseh, and Zebulun
in Israel, from the town of Beersheba all thympjed themselves and went to Jerusalem.
way to the town of Dan. They told the peop|12A|So, in Judah God's power united the
tPO come fto JherEsz?jIeGmdtofcfeletiriaAtelz % neople so that they would obey the king and
assover for the Lord God of Israel. A largpg oficials. In this way they obeyed the word
of the Lord.

Ephraim and Manasseh Joseph's sons. Since these were th
largest family groups, Ephraim and Manasseh sometim

means the whole northern kingdom of Israel. ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,

temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.

grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.

Passover An important holiday for Jews. They eat a specieMost Holy Place The inside room where the Box of the Lord’s

meal on this day every year to remember that God freed thi
from slavery in Egypt in the time of Moses.

Agreement sat. It was also named the “Holy of Holies.” It was
the spiritual place where God lived and was worshiped.
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13Many people came together at Jerusaleancestors* obeyed. Forgive, even if someone
to celebrate the Festival of Unleavenedid not make himself clean like the rules of the
Bread* in the second month. It was a veiMost Holy Place* say.20The Lord listened to
large crowd.14Those people took away theKing Hezekiah's prayer. The Lord forgave the
altars in Jerusalem that were for false gocpeople.2iThe children of Israel at Jerusalem
They also took away all the incense altars ttcelebrated the Festival of Unleavened Bread*
were for false gods. They threw those altefor seven days. They were very happy. The
into the Kidron Valley15Then they killed the Levites and the priests gave praise to the Lord
Passover lamb on the 14th day of the seccevery day with all their strengt?2King
month. The priests and the Levites feHezekiah encouraged all the Levites that
ashamed. They made themselves ready understood very well how to do the service of
holy service. The priests and the Levitethe Lord. The people celebrated the Festival for
brought burnt offerings* into the Lord’sseven days and offered fellowship offerings.
temple.* 16They took their regular places irThey gave thanks and praise to the Lord God
the temple the way the law of Moses, the m of their ancestors.*
of God,* said. The Levites gave the blood 1 2%All the people agreed to stay seven more
the priests. Then the priests sprinkled tidays. They were joyful as they celebrated the
blood on the altar.t"There were many peop|€ P_&SSOVEI'* for seven more da)léHezeklah
in the group that had not made themselvking of Judah gave 1,000 bulls and 7,000
ready for holy service, so they were ncsheep to the assembly to kill and eat. The
permitted to kill the Passover lambs. That l€aders gave 1,000 bulls and 10,000 sheep to
why the Levites were responsible for killinthe assembly. Many priests prepared

the Passover lambs for every person who wthemselves for holy serviceAll the

not clean. The Levites made each lamb hc@ssembly of Judah, the priests, the Levites, all

for the Lord. the assembly that came from lIsrael, and the
18-19lany people from Ephraim, Manasseltravelers that came from Israel and moved to

Issachar, and Zebulun had not prepar‘gé‘dah_a” those people were very happy.

themselves in the right way for the Passove_->0 tneré was much joy in Jerusalem. There

Festival. They did not celebrate the Passo\/as Not anything like this celebration since
the right way, like the law of Moses says. B|fhe t:n;%r?f Solomon 30?] 0[ David k|n% of
Hezekiah prayed for those people. So Hezek ;rggea{skedethpg?_sg?datg btl eis ter:/étepseg:)cig éjgd
said this prayer, “Lord God, you are goot : '
These people truly wanted to worship you Eg%r’g gg@%;g?ﬁh‘;@éﬂ came up to the
the right way, but they did not mak '

themselves clean like the law says. Plea  king Hezekiah Makes Improvements

forgive those people. You are the God that C3 The Passover* celebration was finished.
The people of Israel that were in
Festi Jerusalem for Passover went out to the towns
estival of Unleavened Bread Passover and the week dah. Th h hed th idol
following it. The people ate unleavened bread (bread ma@( Judah. T en they smashead the StOI’]e_I 0is
without yeast) to help them remember the time that God I4fat were in those towns. Those stone idols

the Israelites out of Egypt. The poeple did not have time yere used to worship false gods. Those
wait for the bread to rise because they were in such a hurry.

burnt offering(s)  Gifts to God. Usually these were animals the

were killed and completely burned on the altar. ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.  grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
man of God Another name for a prophet. Most Holy Place The inside room where the Box of the Lord’s
altar(s) A stone table or a stand for offering sacrifices. Agreement sat. It is also named the “Holy of Holies.” It is the

Passover An important holiday for Jews. They eat a specie  spiritual place where God lives and is worshiped.
meal on this day every year to remember that God freed th Asherah Poles Poles used to honor the goddess Asherah.
from slavery in Egypt in the time of Moses. People thought she could help them have many children.
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people also cut down the Asherah Polesall these many thing$The men of Israel and
And they destroyed the high places* and ttJudah living in the towns of Judah also brought
altars* all through the areas of Judah arone tenth of their cattle and sheep. They also
Benjamin. The people did the same things brought one tenth of the things that were put in
the area of Ephraim and Manasseh. Tta special place that was only for the Lord. Al
people did these things until they destroyethese things they brought to the Lord their God.
all the things used for worshiping the fals They put all these things in piles.
gods. Then all the Israelites went back hon The people began to bring those things in
to their own towns. the third month(May/June)and they finished
2The priests and Levites had been dividebringing the collection in the seventh month
into groups and each group had its own speci(September/Octobe®When Hezekiah and
job to do. So King Hezekiah told these groupthe leaders came, they saw the piles of things
to begin doing their jobs again. So the priesthat were collected. They praised the Lord
and Levites again had the job of offering thiand his people, the people of Israel.
burnt offerings* and the fellowship offerings.  °Then Hezekiah asked the priests and the
And they had the job of serving in the templiLevites about the piles of thing&%Azariah the
and singing and praising God by the doors thigh priest from Zadok's family said to
the Lord’s house.BHezekiah gave some of his Hezekiah, “From the time that the people started
own animals to be offered as the burnPringing the offerings into the Lord’s house, we
offerings. These animals were used for thhave had plenty to eat. We have eaten until we
daily burnt offerings that were given eacta’® full and there is still plenty left over! The
morning and each evening. These animals weL0rd has really blessed his people. That is why
offered on the Sabbath days,* during the Ne'We have so much left over. ,
Moon* Festivals and the other Specia --Then Hezekiah commanded thg priests to
Meetings.* This was done as it is written in th¢Take storerooms ready in the Lord's temple.*
Lord's law. 4The people were supposed to giv-S0 i was donéThen the priests brought
a part of their crops and things to the pries1the offerings, tithes,* and other things that
and Levites. So Hezekiah commanded trWere to be given only to the Lord. Al those
people living in Jerusalem to give them theithings collected were putin the storerooms in
share. In that way, the priests and Levites coutl€ témple. Conaniah the Levite was in charge
spend all of their time doing what the Law tolc©f @ll those things that were collected. Shimei
them to do.5People all around the country¥aS Second in charge of those things. Shimei
heard about this command. So the people’ V@S Conaniah’s brothet3Conaniah and his
Israel gave the first part of their harvest oProther Shimei were supervisors of these

: - : : Jehiel, Azaziah, Nahath, Asahel
grain, grapes, oil, honey, and all the things the 1€ ' i, t, 1
grew in their fields. They brought one tenth pJerimoth, Jozabad, Eliel, Ismakiah, Mahath,

and Benaiah. Hezekiah the king and Azariah
the official in charge of God'’s temple chose
high places Places for worshiping God or false gods. Thesehose men14Kore was in charge of the

places were often on the hills and mountains. ;
altar(s) A stone table used for burning sacrifices offered as gi ffermgs that the people freely gave to God.

to God. e was responsible for giving out the
burnt offering(s) ~ Gifts to God. Usually these were animals thaCollections that were given to the Lord. And
were killed and completely burned on the altar. he was responsible for giving out the gifts that

Lord’s house Or “Lord's Camp,” that is, the courtyard of the were made hon for the Lord. Kore was the

temple in Jerusalem. : )
Sabbath days Special days of rest and worship for the Jewsgatek(:"eper at the East Gate. His father's name

Usually this means Saturday. was Imnah the LevitelSEden, Miniamin,
New Moon The first day of the Hebrew month. There wereJeshua, Shemaiah, Amariah, and Shecanial
special meetings on these days when the people sha
fellowship offerings as part of their worship to God.
Special Meetings Holidays such as Passover. Many of thestemple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.
holidays were at the time of the full moon. tithes  One tenth of a person’s crops or animals.
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helped Kore. Those men served faithfully ioutside the fortresses.* He did this so he
the towns where the priests were living. Thecould make plans to defeat those towns.
gave the collection of things to their relativeSennacherib wanted to win those towns for
in each group of priests. They gave the sathimself. 2Hezekiah knew that Sennacherib
things to the more important people and to tcame to Jerusalem to attack &Then
less important16These men also gave thHezekiah talked to his officials and army
collection of things to the males three yeaofficers. They all agreed to stop the waters of
old and older that had their names in ttthe water springs outside the city. Those
Levite family histories. All these males wer officials and army officers helped Hezekiah.
to enter the Lord’s temple for daily service t4Many people came together and stopped all
do the things they were responsible to dthe springs and the stream that flowed through
Each group of Levites had their owithe middle of the country. They said, “The
responsibility.17The priests were given theilking of Assyria will not find much water
part of the collection. This was done bwhen he comes hereBHezekiah made
families, in the way they were listed in th Jerusalem stronger. This is how he did it: He
family histories. The Levites 20 years old arbuilt again all the parts of the wall that were
older were given their part of the collectiorbroken down. He built towers on the wall. He
This was done by their responsibilities and talso built another wall outside the first wall.
their groups18The Levites' babies, wives,He built again the strong places on the east
sons and daughters also got part of tlside of the old part of Jerusalem. He made
collection. This was done for all the Levitemany weapons and shield&’Hezekiah
who were listed in the family histories. Thichose officers of war to be in charge of the
was because the Levites were faithful ipeople. He met with these officers at the open
always keep themselves holy and ready fplace near the city gate. Hezekiah talked to
service.19Some of Aaron’s descendants,* ththose officers and encouraged them. He said,
priests, had some farm fields near the tow“Be strong and brave. Don't be afraid or
where the Levites were living. And some cworry about the king of Assyria or the large
Aaron’s descendants were also living in trarmy with him. There is a greater power with
towns. Men were chosen by name in each us than the king of Assyria has with him!
those towns to give part of the collection 18The king of Assyria only has men. But we
these descendants of Aaron. Males and have the Lord our God with us! Our God will
those named in the family histories of thhelp us. He will fight our battles!” So
Levites got part of the collection. Hezekiah king of Judah encouraged the
20So King Hezekiah did those good thing people and made them feel stronger.
in all Judah. He did what was good and rigt  9Sennacherib king of Assyria and all his
and faithful before the Lord his GodlHe army were camped near the town of Lachish
had success in every work he began—ttso they could defeat it. Then Sennacherib sent
service of God's temple* and in obeying thihis officers to Hezekiah king of Judah and to
law and commands, and in following hiall the people of Judah in Jerusalem.
God. Hezekiah did all these things with alSennacherib’s officers had a message for

his heart. Hezekiah and all the people in Jerusalem.
_ . . 10They said, “Sennacherib king of Assyria
The King of Assyria Troubles Hezekiah says this: ‘What do you trust in that makes you

3 After all these things that Hezekiah hastay under attack in JerusalediPlezekiah is
faithfully done happened, Sennacherfooling you. You are being tricked into staying

king of Assyria came to attack the country «in Jerusalem so you will die from hunger and

Judah. Sennacherib and his army campthirst. Hezekiah says to you, “The Lord our

descendants A person’s children and their future families. fortress(es) A building or city with tall, strong walls for
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship. ~ protection.
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God will save us from the king of Assyria.” 20Hezekiah the king and the prophet Isaiah
12Hezekiah himself took away the Lord’s higlson of Amoz prayed about this problem. They
places* and altars.* He told you people cprayed very loudly to heave&lThen the
Judah and Jerusalem that you must worstLord sent an angel to the king of Assyria's
and burn incense* on only one altdfOf camp. That angel killed all the soldiers and
course, you know what my ancestors* andthe leaders and the officers in the Assyrian
have done to all the peoples in other countriearmy. So the king of Assyria went back home
The gods of the other countries could not sato his own country, and his people were
their people. Those gods could not stop nashamed of him. He went into the temple of
from destroying their peoplé#My ancestors his god and some of his own sons killed him
destroyed those countries. There is no god tlthere with a sword22So the Lord saved
can stop me from destroying his people. {Hezekiah and the people in Jerusalem from
you think your god can save you from mesennacherib the king of Assyria and from all
Do not let Hezekiah fool you or trick you.other people. The Lord cared for Hezekiah
Don't believe him because no god of anang the people of Jerusale@Many people
nation or kingdom has ever been able to kepyognt gifts for the Lord to Jerusalem. They
his people safe from me or my ancestors. ‘pyought valuable things to Hezekiah king of
don’t think your god can stop me fron y,qah " From that time on, all the nations
delstroylng you. . ___ respected Hezekiah.

6The officers of the king of Assyria sait "4t \was in those days that Hezekiah
worse things against the Lord God and agairy o .ame very sick and near death. He prayed

Hezekiah, God’s servant/The king of :
Assyria also wrote letters that insulted th'® thehLord. T'heilgord spokek_toh!-leﬁ ekiah and
Lord God of Israel. This is what the king o Jave nim a sign. But Hezekiah's heart was

: proud, so he did not give God thanks for

Assyria said in those letters: “The gods of tr =5 =" 2 L

othgr nations could not stop gme fronGods kindness. This is why God was angry

destroying their people. In the same wadt Hezekiah and at the people of Judah and

Hezekiah's god won't be able to stop me fron|J.e.r“s"’.‘leg]'26BUt| Hezehklah %”?hthoie pfople ]
o B 1 : iving in Jerusalem changed their hearts an

destroying his people.2’Then the king of lives. They became humble and stopped being

Assyria’s officers shouted loudly to the ; - Ot
people of Jerusalem that were on the ciProud. So the Lord’s anger didn’t come on

wall. Those officers used the Hebreyihem while Hezekiah was alive.
language when they shouted to the people | >’Hezekiah had very much riches and
the wall. Those officers of the king of Assyriinonor. He made places to keep silver, gold,
did this to make the people of Jerusale Valuable jewels, spices, shields, and all kinds
afraid. They said those things so they couOf things.28Hezekiah had storage buildings for
capture the city of JerusaleddThose officers the grain, new wine, and oil that people sent to
said bad things against the gods the peoplehim. He had stalls for all the cattle and stalls
the world worshiped. Those gods are onfor the sheepz®Hezekiah also built many
things people made with their hands. In trtowns, and he got many flocks of sheep and
same way, those officers said the same hcattle. God gave Hezekiah very much wealth.
things against the God of Jerusalem. 301t was Hezekiah that stopped up the upper
source of the waters of the Gihon spring in
high places Places for worshiping God or false gods. These]erusalem and madg those Wat(_':‘rs ﬂQW straight
places were often on the hills and mountains. down on the west side of David's city. And

altar(s) A stone table used for burning sacrifices offered as giffsjezekiah was successful in everything he did.
to God.

incense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a swee
smelling smoke, it was offered as a gift to God. The Lord spoke ... sign See Isaiah 38:1-8 for the story about

ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents ~ Hezekiah and how the Lord gave Hezekiah 15 more years
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.  to live.
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310ne time the leaders of Babylon seisacrifice* in the Valley of Ben Hinnom.*
messengers to Hezekiah. Those messen¢tManasseh also used magic by doing
asked about a strange sign that had happesoothsaying, divination, and sorcery.* He
in the nations.* When they came, God letalked with mediums* and wizards.*
Hezekiah alone to test him and to kno'Manasseh did many things that the Lord said
everything that was in Hezekiah's heart.*  was wrong, and this made the Lord angry.

32The others things that Hezekiah did ar’Manasseh also made a statue of an idol and
how he loved the Lord are written in the boo put it in God’s temple—the very same temple
The Vision of the Isaiah Son of Amand in that God had talked about to David and his
the book,The History of the Kings of Judatson Solomon. God had said, “I will put my
and Israel.33Hezekiah died and was burieiname in this house and in Jerusalem—the city
with his ancestors.* The people buriethat | chose fromall the cities in all the
Hezekiah on the hill where the graves (family groups—and my name will be theye
David's ancestors are. All the people of Judiforever! 81 will not continue to keep the
and those living in Jerusalem gave honor Israelites off the land that | chose to give to
Hezekiah when he died. Manasseh became their ancestors.* But they must obey all the
new king in Hezekiah’s place. Manasseh wthings | commanded them. The people of

Hezekiah's son. Israel must obey all the laws, rules, and
commands that | gave Moses to give to
Manasseh King of Judah them.”

Manasseh was twelve years old whe °“Manasseh encouraged the people of Judah
3 e became king of Judah. He was kinand the people living in Jerusalem to do
for 55 years in JerusalerdManasseh did the Wrong. They were worse than the nations that
things that the Lord said were wrong. HWere in the land before the Israelites—and the

followed the terrible and sinful ways of theL0rd destroyed those people! _
nations that the Lord had forced out of th  *°The Lord spoke to Manasseh and to his

land before the people of IsradManasseh PEOPIe, but they refused to listettSo the
built again the high places* that Hezekiah hi-0rd brought commanders from the king of

father had broken down. Manasseh built altaASSyria’s army to attack Judah. Those
for the Baal gods and made Asherah Polescommanders captured Manasseh and made
He bowed down to the constellations* annim their prisoner. They put hooks in him and

worshiped those groups of stafddanasseh brass chains on his hands and took him to the
built altars for false gods in the Lord’scountry of Babylon.

% ; « 12When these troubles came to him,
;e;nngée.WTine tgrdi2alg:rbuosu;|t2ﬁ1tefr2%e\}ew;Manasseh begged for help from the Lord his

SManasseh built altars for all the groups cGod. Manasseh humbled himself before the

stars in the two yards of the Lord’s temple GO0 Of Nis ancestors*Manasseh prayed to

6Manasseh also burned his own children for @°d and begged God to help him. The Lord
heard Manasseh’s begging and felt sorry for

. . , him. The Lord let him return to Jerusalem and

a strange sign ... nations See Isaiah 38:1-8.

in Hezekiah's heart See 2 Kings 20:12-19.

ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parentssacrifice(s) A gift to God. Usually, it was a special animal that

grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.  was killed and burned on an altar.
high places Places for worshiping God or false gods. The<Valley of Ben Hinnom Later called “Gehenna.” this valley was

places were often on the hills and mountains. west and south of Jerusalem. Many babies and young children
Asherah Poles Poles used to honor the goddess Asherah. Peo  were sacrificed to false gods in this valley.
thought she could help them have many children. soothsaying, divination, sorcery Different ways people try to

constellations Groups of stars. These are probably the tweh  do magic or tell what will happen in the future.
“signs of the Zodiac.” Some people thought the stars, not Gimedium(s) A person who tries to communicate with the spirits
control their life. of dead people.

temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship. wizard(s) A person who tries to use evil spirits to do magic.
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to his throne. Then Manasseh knew that tlbecame the new king in Manasseh'’s place.

Lord was the true God. Amon was Manasseh’s son.
14After that happened, Manasseh built & ,
outer wall for the City of David.* This wall Amon King of Judah

went to the west of Gihon Spring jKidron,  2*Amon was 22 years old when he became
Valley, to the entrance of the Fish Gate, arking of Judah. He was king for two years in
around the hill of Ophel.* He made the walJerusalem2?Amon did evil things before the
very tall. Then he put officers in all theLord. He did not do the things the Lord

fortresses* in JudaiManasseh took away'anted him to do just like Manasseh his
the strange idol gods. He took the idol ofather. Amon offered sacrifices* for all the

from the Lord’s temple. He took away all thcarved idols and statues that Manasseh his
altars he had built on the temple hill, and igther made. Amon worshiped those idols.
Jerusalem. Manasseh threw all those altars Amon did not humble himself in front of the

: Lord like Manasseh his father humbled
of the city of JerusalemThen he set up thehimself. But Amon sinned more and more.

Lord’s altar and offered fellowship offeringsysn mon's servants made plans against him.
and thank offerlngs on it. Manasseh gaveThey killed Amon in his own houséBut the

command for all the peoplelc;f Judah 10 serpeosie of Judah killed all those servants that
the Lord God of Israel17The people hanned against King Amon. Then the people

places,* but their sacrifices were only to thamon's son.

Lord their God.
18The other things Manasseh did, and h Josiah King of Judah

prayer to his God, and the words of the See'34§osiah was eight years old when he
that spoke to him in the name of the Lord Gc ecame king. He was king for 31 years
of Israel, are all written in the booKhe in Jerusalem2Josiah did what was right. He
Official Records of the Kings of Israel did the things the Lord wanted him to do. He
19Manasseh’s prayer and how God listenedid good things like David his ancestor.*
and felt sorry for him is written iThe Book Josiah did not turn from doing right things.
of the SeersAlso all of Manasseh'’s sins anc3When Josiah was in his eighth year as king,
wrongs before he humbled himself, and tthe began to follow the God that David his
places where he built high places* and set iancestor followed. Josiah was still young
the Asherah Poles* are written e Book of When he began to obey God. When Josiah

the Seers20So Manasseh died and was burieWas in his twelfth year as king he began to
with his ancestors.* The people buriedestroy the high places*, the Asherah Poles,*

Manasseh in his own king’s house. Amo@nd idols that were carved and idols that were

made from molds from Judah and Jerusalem.

_ _ _ 4The people broke down the altars for the
City of David The southeastern and oldest part of the city oBaa| gods. They did this in front of Josiah.

Jerusalem. : .
Ophel The upper part of the City of David, just south of theThen Josiah cut down the incense* altars that

temple area. stood high above the people. He broke the
fortress(es) A building or city with tall, strong walls for idols that were carved and the idols that were
protection. made from molds. He beat those idols into

fice(s) A g Usually, i il animal th . .
sacrfce(s) A gitfo God. Usually, ltwas & special anmal ety der, Then Josiah sprinkled the powder on

high places Places for worshiping God or false gods. Theséh€ graves of the people that had offered
places were often on the hills and mountains. sacrifices* to the Baal godsJosiah even

seer(s) This is another name for a prophet. See 1 Sam. 9:9-1hrned the bones of the priests that had servec
Asherah Poles Poles used to honor the goddess Ashera®

People thought she could help them have many children.
ancestor(s) Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parentsincense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweet-
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.  smelling smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.
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the Baal gods on their own altars. This is hc The Book of the Law Found

Josiah destroyed idols and idol worship fro- 14The Levites brought out the money that
Judah and Jerusalefdosiah did the same folwas in the Lord’s temple.* At that time
the towns in the areas of Manasseh, EphraiHilkiah the priest found thBook of The Law

Simeon, and all the way to Naphtali. He diof the Lordthat was given through Moses.
the same for the ruins near all those town:isnilkiah said to Shaphan the secretary, “|

Josiah broke down the altars and the Ashelfound theBook of the Lawin the Lord’s

Poles. He beat the idols into powder. He choyse*!” Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan.
down all the incense altars used for BalGShaphan brought the book to King Josiah.
worship in all the country of Israel. Theishaphan reported to the king, “Your servants
Josiah went back to Jerusalem. _are doing everything you told them to do.
8When Josiah was in his 18th year as king 17They got the money that was in the Lord’s
Judah he sent Shaphan, Maaseiah, and Joétemple and are paying the supervisors and the
build again and fix the temple* of the Lord hiyygrkers.” 18Then Shaphan said to King
God. Shaphan's father's name was Azaliajgsjah, “Hilkiah the priest gave a book to
Maaseiah was the city leader, and Joalye » Then Shaphan read from the book. He
father's name was Jehoahaz. Joah was the a5 in front of the king as he was reading.
that wrote about the things that happened.  1ayhen King Josiah heard the words of the
So Josiah commanded the temple to be fix|5,, being read, he tore his clothe€%Then

so he could make Judah and the temple cle : i -
SThose men came 10 Hikizh the HIgh Priesgon of Shanhan Abdon oo of Mieah

They gave him the money that people gave ishanhan the secretary, and Asaiah the
God's temple. The Levite doorkeepers hegepant 21The king said, “Go, ask the Lord

collected this money from the people (o me “and for the people that are left in
Manasseh, Ephraim, and from all the lsrae“tlsrael and in Judah. Ask about the words in
that were left. They also collected this MON&pa hook that was found. The Lord is very

from all Judah, Benjamin, and all the peopanqrwith us hecause our ancestors did not

living in Jerusalemi“Then the Levites paid oo 'the | ore's word. They did not do all the
the men that supervised the work on the Lor(thingS this book says o do!”

temple. And the supervisors paid the worke ™ o5y - N
that fixed the Lord's templéiThey gave the Hul g'gﬁa?h%ndp%epE'g?eisirvﬁnl}fd %enévg)s
money to carpenters and builders to buy IarShaIlum’s wife. Shallum was Tokhath's son.

rocks that were already cut, and to buy WOCTokhath was Hasrah's son. Hasrah took care

The wood was used to build again th - A
S .. 0f the king’s clothes. Huldah lived in the
buildings and to make beams for the buﬂdmgnewer part of Jerusalem. Hilkiah and the

In the past, the kings of Judah did not take Ciking’s servants told Huldah what had

of the temple buildings. Those buildings he - “Thic i
become old and ruined2 15The men worked "aPPened2*Huldah said to them, “This s
faithfully. Their supervisors were Jahath arWh"’!t th2e4 Lord God of Israel says: Te!l King
Obadiah. Jahath and Obadiah were Levit0SaN2This is what the Lord says, I wil
and they were descendants of Merari. ottPring trouble to this place and to the people
supervisors were Zechariah and Meshullal

They were descendants of Kohath. The LevitLord's house Another name for the temple in Jerusalem.

that were skilled in playing instruments gtore - clothes In Josiah’s time, tearing clothes showed that a
music also supervise d the laborers and all | person was very upset. Josiah was upset because his people

) had not obeyed the Lord's laws.
other workers. Some Levites worked Eancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person's parents,

secretaries, officials, and doorkeepers. grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
king's servants “The king’s servants” is missing in the
Hebrew.
ruins near all those towns The Hebrew is not clear hear. prophetess A woman prophet, someone who spoke messages

temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.  from God to his people.
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living here! I will bring all the terrible things written in this book32Then Josiah made all
that are written in the book that was read the people in Jerusalem and Benjamin
front of the king of Judahdl will do this promise to accept the Agreement. The people
because the people left me and burncof Jerusalem obeyed the Agreement of God,
incense* to other gods. Those people made ithe God their ancestors* obeye#The
angry because of all the bad things they hapeople of Israel had idols from many different
done. So I will pour out my anger on thi:countries. But Josiah destroyed all of those
place. Like a hot burning fire, my anger wilterrible idols. Josiah made all the people in
not be put out!’ Israel serve the Lord their God. And as long
26'But tell this to King Josiah of Judah. Heas Josiah was alive, the people continued to
sent you to ask the Lord: This is what thserve the Lord, the God of their ancestors.
Lord God of Israel says about the words yc
heard a little while ago27Josiah, you Josiah Celebrates Passover

repented and you humbled yourself, and t03 King Josiah celebrated the Passover* to
your clothes.* You cried before me. So he Lord in Jerusalem. The Passover
because your heart was tend#, will take |amb was killed on the 14th day of the first
you to be with your ancestors.*™* You will gomonth. 2Josiah chose the priests to do their
to your grave in peace. You won't have to Stduties. He encouraged the priests while they
any of the trouble that | will bring on thisyere serving in the Lord’s temple¥osiah
place and on the people living here.” Hilkiatspoke to the Levites who taught the people of
and the king's servants brought back thsrae| and who were made holy for service to
message to King Josiah. the Lord. He said to those Levites: “Put the
29Then King Josiah called for all the eIder|_|0|y Box* in the temple that Solomon buil.
of Judah and Jerusalem to come and msolomon was David's son. David was king of
with him. 39The king went up to the Lord's jgrae. Do not carry the Holy Box from place to
temple.* All the people from Judah, th€p|ace on your shoulders again. Now serve the
people living in Jerusalem, the priests, tF| o1 your God. Serve God’s people, the people
Levites, and all the people, both importar o g56) 4Make yourselves ready for service in
and not important, were with Josiah. Josiéia temple by your family groups. Do the jobs
read to them all the words in 0K of the 141 King David and his son King Solomon
Agreement That book was found in the gave vy to deiStand in the Holy Place* with
Lord’s temple3tThen the king stood up in Nisy or510 of | evites. Do this for each different

place. He made an agreement with the Lo'family group of the people so you can help

He agreed to follow the Lord, and to obey tr o Bkl the Passover lambs. make

Lord’s commands, laws, and rules. Josié,  salves holy to the Lord, Make the lambs

agree((jj tto ot;)ey th al h(iis hefatrrt] ar)f soul I'ready for your brothers, the people of Israel.
agreed to 0bey the Words of the AGreemen, o) the things the Lord commanded us to

do. The Lord gave us all those commands

incense Special dried tree sap. Burned to make a sweethrough Moses.”
smelling smoke, it was offered as a gift to God.
tore ... clothes In Josiah's time, tearing clothes showed that
person was very upset. Josiah was upset because his pe Passover An important holiday for Jews. They eat a special
had not obeyed the Lord’s laws. meal on this day every year to remember that God freed them
ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents  from slavery in Egypt in the time of Moses.
grandparents, and all the people they are descended from. Holy Box The Box of the Agreement. The box containing the
take you to be with your ancestors This means that Josiah  stone tablets with the Ten Commandments written on them
would die. and the other things that proved God was with the people of
temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.  Israel during their time in the Sinai Desert. Also called “The
Agreement Literally, “Proof.” The flat stones with the Ten  Ark of the Covenant.”
Commandments written on them were proof of the AgreemeHoly Place The room in the Holy Tent and in the temple that
between God and Israel. was used by the priests to do their daily service to God.
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7Josiah gave the people of Israel 30,0(commanded. The Passover* was celebrated
sheep and goats to kill for the Passoveand the burnt offerings* were offered on the
sacrifices. He also gave 3,000 cattle to tlLord’s altar.*17The people of Israel that were
people. All these animals were from Kinithere celebrated Passover and the Festival of
Josiah's own animal$Josiah’s officials also Unleavened Bread* for seven days.
freely gave animals and things to the peop18Passover hadn't been celebrated like this
to the priests, and Levites to use for ttsince the time of Samuel the prophet! None of
Passover. Hilkiah the high priest, Zechariathe kings of Israel had ever celebrated a
and Jehiel were the officials in charge of ttPassover like this. King Josiah, the priests, the
temple. They gave the priests 2,600 lambs ¢Levites, and the people of Judah and Israel
goats and 300 bulls for Passover sacrificethat were there with all the people in
9Also Conaniah with Shemaiah and NethanJerusalem celebrated the Passover in a very
his brothers, and Hashabiah, Jeiel and Joza special way9They celebrated this Passover
gave 500 sheep and goats and 500 bulls in Josiah’s 18th year as king.
Passover sacrifices to the Levites. Those i .
were leaders of the Levites. The Death of Josiah

10When everything was ready for the 20Josiah did all those good things for the
Passover* service to begin, the priests atemple. Later, Neco, the king of Egypt, led an
Levites went to their places. This is what ttarmy to fight against the town of Carchemish
king commanded!iThe Passover lambs werion the Euphrates River. King Josiah went out
killed. Then the Levites skinned the animato fight against Necoz1But Neco sent
and gave the blood to the priests. The priemessengers to Josiah. They said, “King
sprinkled the blood on the altdThen they Josiah, this war is not your problem. | didn’t
gave the animals to be used for burnt offerincome to fight against you. | came to fight my
to the different family groups. This was donenemies. God told me to hurry. God is on my
so the burnt offerings could be offered the wiside, so don't bother me. If you fight against
the Law of Moses taught3The Levites me, God will destroy you!22But Josiah
roasted the Passover sacrifices over the firedidn't go away. He decided to fight Neco, so
the way they were commanded. And thehe changed his appearance and went to fight
boiled the holy offerings in pots, kettles, anthe battle. Josiah refused to listen to what
pans. Then they quickly gave the meat to tNeco said about God's command. Josiah went
people.14After this was finished, the Levitesto fight on the plain of Megidd@3Then King
got meat for themselves and for the priests tlJosiah was shot by arrows while he was in the
were descendants of Aaron. Those priests wbattle. He told his servants, “Take me away, |
kept very busy, working until it got dark. Theram wounded badly!”
worked hard burning the burnt offerings ar  24So the servants took Josiah out of his
the fat of the sacrificedsThe Levite singers chariot and put him in another chariot he had
from Asaph’s family got in the places thgbrought with him to the battle. Then they took
King David had chosen for them to standJosiah to Jerusalem. King Josiah died in
They were: Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun tJerusalem. Josiah was buried in the cemetery
king's prophet. The gatekeepers at each gwhere his ancestors were buried. All the
did not have to leave their places because trpeople of Judah and Jerusalem were very sad
brother Levites made everything ready fc
them for the PaSSOVEF. burnt offering(s) ~ Gifts to God. Usually these were animals that

16S0 everything was done that day for tF  were kiled and completely bured on the altar.

WOI’Ship of the Lord as King Josialaltar(s) A stone table or a stand for offering sacrifices.
Festival of Unleavened Bread The week after Passover. At
Passover, Jewish people throw out all the yeast and eat only
Passover An important holiday for Jews. They eat a specie  bread without yeast for seven days. This helps them remember
meal on this day every year to remember that God freed th  the time they were leaving Egypt in a hurry and did not have
from slavery in Egypt in the time of Moses. time to make leavened bread.
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because Josiah was dedBleremiah wrote became the new king in Jehoiakim's place.

and sang some funeral songs for Josiah. AJehoiachin was Jehoiakim’s son.

the men and women singers still sing tho: S

sad songs today. It became something t Jehoiachin King of Judah

people of Israel always do—they sing a s¢ 9Jehoiachin was 18 years old when he

song for Josiah. Those songs are written in tbecame king of Judah. He was king in

book, Funeral Songs Jerusalem for three months and ten days. He
26-27All the other things that Josiah dicdidn't do the things the Lord wanted him to do.

while he was king, from beginning to the enJehoiachin sinned against the Lotdn the

of his rule, are written in the bookhe spring, King Nebuchadnezzar sent some

History of the Kings of Israel and Juddfhat Servants to get Jehoiachin. They brought
book tells about his loyalty to the Lord aniJehoiachin and some valuable treasures from the

how he obeyed the Lord’s law. Lord’s temple* to Babylon. Nebuchadnezzar
chose Zedekiah to be the new king of Judah and
Jehoahaz King of Judah Jerusalem. Zedekiah was one of Jehoiachin’s

3 The people of Judah chose Jehoahaz relatives.
e the new king in Jerusalem. Jehoah Zedekiah King of Judah
was Josiah's sotJehoahaz was 23 years ol eaekian fing of Juda
when he became king of Judah. He was king ‘!Zedekiah was 21 years old when he
Jerusalem for three monti&hen King Neco 0€came king of Judah. He was king in
from Egypt made Jehoahaz a prisoner. NeJerusalem for eleven yeatéZedekiah didn't
made the people of Judah pay 3 3/4 tons* do the things the Lord wanted him to do.
silver and 75 pounds* of gold for a firleco Zedekiah sinned against the Lord. Jeremiah

: .~~the prophet spoke messages from the Lord.
chose Jehdahaz s Drother to be INe e K0+ Zedekian didn't humble himself and obey

name was Eliakim. Then Neco gave Eliakim 1€ things Jeremiah said.
new name. He named him Jehoiakim. Bi

Neco took Jehoahaz to Egypt. Jerusalern IS Destroyed

13Zedekiah turned against King
Jehoiakim King of Judah Nebuchadnezzar. In the past Nebuchadnezza
L forced Zedekiah to make a promise to be
5
becjair?emtﬁiélrr?e\\//vvi?nSSOnyeli;;holgewvxr/]:snk?rfaithfu' to Nebuchadnezzar. Zedekiah used
in Jerusalem for eleven yearé. JehoiakiGod’s name and promised to be faithful to
didn’t do the things the Lord wanted him t(l\lteggchadngzz?r. Bdut Zeﬁekmhhyva}_sf Ve”é
do. He sinned against the Lord his God. stubborn and retused to change nis e an
éing Nebuchadnezzar from Babylorcome back and obey the Lord God of Israel.

tacked Judah. H de Jehoiaki . 14Als0, all the leaders of the priests and the
altacked Juaan. e made JENOIakim a prisoliaaqers of the people of Judah sinned worse anc
and put bronze chains on him. The

Nebuchadnezzar took King Jehoiakim tbecame more unfaithful to the Lord. They

Babvlon. 7Nebuchad % ¢ hfollowed the evil example of the other nations.
abylon. 'Nebuchadnezzar took some of thypaa jeaders ruined the Lord's temple.* The
things from the Lord’s temple. He carried thos) 4 had made the temple holy in Jerusalem.
things to Babylon and put them in his oW 15T | ord, the God of their ancestors,* sent
houseSThe other things that Jehoiakim did, thoroshets again and again to warn his people.

terrible sins he did and everything he was guilThe | ord did this because he felt sorry for them

of doing, are written in the bookhe History of ang for his temple. The Lord didn’t want to
the Kings of Israel and Judatiehoiachin

temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.
3 3/4tons Or, “3,400kg.” Literally, “100 talents.” ancestors Literally, “fathers,” meaning a person’s parents,
75 pounds Or, “34kg.” Literally, “1 talent.” grandparents, and all the people they are descended from.
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destroy them or his templ&But God'’s people forced them to be slaves. Those people stayed
made fun of God's prophets. They refused in Babylon as slaves until the Persian kingdom
listen to God'’s prophets. They hated Goddefeated the kingdom of BabyldtAnd so the
messages. Finally God could not hold his an(things the Lord told the people of Israel through
any longer. God became angry at his people ithe prophet Jeremiah really happened. The Lord
there was nothing that could be done to stophad said through Jeremiah: “This place will be
17So God brought the King of Babylon to attacan empty wasteland for 70 years.* This will
the people of Judah and Jerusalem.* The kihappen to make up for the Sabbath rests* that
of Babylon killed the young men even whethe people didn't do.”

they were in the temple. He didn’t have merc  22Dyring the first year that Cyrus* was king
on the people of Judah and Jerusalem. The kof Persia, the Lord caused Cyrus to make a
of Babylon killed young and old people. Hspecial announcement. He did this so that the
killed men and women. He killed sick anthings the Lord promised through Jeremiah
healthy people. God permitted Nebuchadnezhe prophet would really happen. Cyrus sent

to punish the people of Judah and Jerusalémessengers to every place in his kingdom.
18Nebuchadnezzar carried all the things Tpey cargried this mesgapge: :

God's temple away to Babylon. He took all th

valuable things from the temple, from the kin
and from the king’s officials:INebuchadnezzar
and his army burned the temple. They bro
down Jerusalem’s wall and burned all tt
houses that belonged to the king and
officials. They took or destroyed every valuab
thing in Jerusalen®®Nebuchadnezzar took the
people that were still alive back to Babylon ar

23Cyrus, King of Persia says: The Lord,
the God of heaven, made me king over
the whole earth. He gave me the
responsibility of building a temple* for
him in Jerusalem. Now, all of you who
are God’s people are free to go to
Jerusalem. And may the Lord your God
be with you.

This place ... for 70 years See Jer. 25:11; 29:10.
Sabbath rests The Law said that every seventh year the land
brought the King of Babylon ... Jerusalem This happened in  was not to be farmed, see Lev. 25:1-7.
the year 586.c., when Jerusalem was finally destroyed bfirst year ... Cyrus That is, 539-538.c.
King Nebuchadnezzar from Babylon. temple The special building in Jerusalem for Jewish worship.



