Environment v. Economy
1867-US purchased territory of Alaska from Asia; it was thought to be a waste of money.
1929-Stock Market crashes and Great Depression begins. Causes national torment, about 14 million out of 46 million people are unemployed. After 10 years, 1/6 was still out of work. 

1939-German armies marched into Poland, starting WW2. Due to the war, steel companies were working at 20% their capacity. 

1941-The mills were working overtime, because Pearl Harbor brought America into the shooting war. Everybody that could work during this time, worked. Productive capability expanded rapidly, and per capita was high; over 40% went to the military. Full employment resulted in the demand for consumer goods. Then everything was rationed. 

1942-US is fighting in WW2 and living better than we have in years.

1945-US had confounded enemies and amazed the world by mobilizing resources we barley understood we had back in 1939. This brought back economic recovery. Because of massive unemployment we were not exploiting our productive possibilities. We shifted the Production Possibilities Curve out during war years. 

LIMITS CAN AND DO CHANGE OVERTIME

1970-Occupational Safety and Health Act-Brown Lung Disease becomes a huge problem. OHSA (dust masks, or $2 billion). Cotton dust or saving lives?
HOW MUCH MORE SHOULD WE SPEND TO PROTECT OUR WORKFORCE?

1978-Textile industries spend $2 billion to combat Brown Lung Disease.

May 16, 1979-Carter signs a bill to protect 104 million acres in Alaska. Alaskan land issue is an issue of limits. Alaska land Act ended further exploration of minerals. Why weren’t they developed before this? Because the need was not there and it’s expensive. Alaska was the last wilderness in America. We can import minerals not wilderness. We can’t have both. When the public is asked if they support parks and wilderness, most say yes. But when it jeopardizes your job or dependency of oils and minerals from overseas, most will say no. We were never able to convey this message to the public. 
1980-Supreme Court decides between saving lives or jobs and profit. 

HOW MUCH IS A LIFE WORTH AND WHO SHOULD BARE THE COST?

Congress designated almost 1 million acres of land in Alaska as national parks and wilderness areas. Why did Congress make this decision, and how much did it cost the nation? Decisions almost always involve trade-offs.

June 1981-Congress agreed with the Union.

1985-Textiles installed new equipment. Brown Lung Disease virtually disappears, along with 300,000 jobs in mills. 
