An Oil Crisis?                    

Americans are dependent on oil!  We depend on it every day to get us to and from work, to run factories that produce everything that we consume and value, and to run our economy.  As a matter of fact, America currently uses 21 billion barrels of oil per day!  ½ of the world’s oil has already been used up.   But what if we were cut off from the oil that we rely on so much completely?  Our economy would be in complete chaos.  Because of our great dependency on oil, we would be in serious trouble if we were ever deprived of it.  


Unfortunately there is the great possibility of an oil crisis.  Why is it that we aren’t very concerned.  After all, oil prices would sky rocket as a result of the deprivation, food prices would rise, travel and tourism would nearly stop, SUV’s would cost nearly $200 to fill up, not to mention people could lose their jobs. Further more, things that we overlook, such as transportation, would become a serious issue.  


Could you imagine what chaos the world would go through if Saudi Arabia, the super power of the majority of the world’s oil, decided to make a terrorist attack and destroy our oil resources?  Granted Canada produces oil as well, but they do not produce enough to bail the world out of trouble.  


Being deprived of oil could cause further and more destructive damage, for countries would be so desperate that they would go to extremes to get themselves out of such a pickle.  For instance, countries would begin to make deals with Saudi Arabia that they probably shouldn’t so that they could have access to oil.  China may decide that they would make nuclear weapons for Saudi Arabia in exchange for oil.  Thus, the world would be put into even more serious trouble.  


Brazil has beaten its oil addiction by the use of ethanol, which is produced from a naturally grown plant in Brazil.  Their use of ethanol does not require a drop of imported oil.  Thus a problem with the oil supply in Saudi Arabia would not effect Brazil.  So if Brazil can defeat their addiction problem, why can’t we Americans do the same?


The reason why Americans have not done so is because we can buy gasoline so cheaply, and the only way in which we could get Americans to conserve on gasoline use would be raising the consuming price.  We have the advanced technology to come up with an alternative to imported oil, but it would first of all take many years to develop and then secondly it would take a few years for people to adapt.  Billions of people would have to be interested in the idea and be committed to develop an alternative.   


So we can simply conclude with the world consumes too much and people should open their eyes and see what serious trouble we’re really heading into.  It really can be prevented if we Americans were not so greedy.
