Pam Gentry. 2005

LESSON PLAN – Time Travel Adventure

This lesson plan was designed for a combined 7th and 8th grade L.A. class that I taught in 2002.  However, it can be adapted easily for a one-to-one tutorial session.  The group of students that I used this lesson plan with were already fluent writers of narrative text and comfortable with the writing process.   The writing project served as a “end of unit” finalizing activity during the first grading period of the school year.  So in addition to identifying a baseline for their writing development, my goals included observation of the students’ involvement in the writing process and establishing a publishing classroom community.

Instructional Objective:

Students will apply their knowledge of the writing process to publishing a time travel adventure story in the first person.

TEKS Knowledge and Skills

English Language Arts and Reading – grade 7-8

110.22, 110.23, 110.24

(16) Writing/penmanship/capitalization/punctuation/spelling. The student composes original texts, applying the conventions of written language such as capitalization, punctuation, penmanship, and spelling to communicate clearly.

(17) Writing/grammar/usage. The student applies standard grammar and usage to communicate clearly and effectively in writing.

(18) Writing/writing process. The student selects and uses writing processes for self-initiated and assigned writing.

(19) Writing/evaluation. The student evaluates his/her own writing and the writings of others.

Instructional Materials and Resources:

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle

Computer lab access

Handout for Feedback during Peer Conference Sessions 

Time Travel Adventure assignment sheet handout
Content:

It’s About Time thematic literature study by Pam Gentry

Accommodations and Modifications:

· All students are encouraged to use the computer to assist in writing throughout the writing process. 

· This is an assignment that builds on each child’s language ability, thus it naturally allows for diverse learners.  Developmentally appropriate evaluation is built into conferencing and feedback during the writing process.  Final product is evaluated based its inclusion of elements. 

· Complete assignment instructions will be given in both written and oral form.

· Check with ELLs for their understanding of the assignment and offer clarification or vocabulary and scaffolding as needed.  ELLs can be given additional support for developing their written expression by pre-writing in both their mother tongue and in English.  Because they may need an opportunity to verbally process at the beginning and during each stage of writing, students ELL students should be partnered with an English proficient student who enjoys verbal processing at each stage.  The teacher will be attentive to give  ELLs additional support during revision and editing through extra peer and teacher conferencing.

Instructional Procedures:

Sponge Activity – This writing assignment is the culminating activity at the end of a thematic literature unit about time travel that included supplemental reading of non-fiction books about space and time, independent reading and reflection on a self-selected novel with a time travel theme, and class reading of A Wrinkle in Time.

Suggested Time:  One week (2-3 class periods per day)

Set induction – Brainstorm with full class about elements of a time travel story that they have noticed.  What makes a time travel story really good, or interesting?  What is distracting, or not interesting?

Suggested Time:  4 minutes

Large Group Discussion:  Introduce the writing assignment that the children will be working on for the next week using the handout titled “Time Travel Adventure”.  Students will have at least two hours per day of class time to work on this project.  Explain that this is the big picture so they know where we are going.  Don’t be intimidated by the long list of requirements. Each day in class they will have time to work on this a little bit.  Review the writing process and ask students to identify at which stage of the writing process each of the required traits will be important.  (This group of students is already familiar and comfortable with the writing process – they only need a bit of directing each day).  Respond to questions.

Suggested Time: 15 minutes

Independent work and Small Group Work: Pre-Writing, Drafting, and Revising with Teacher Conferencing, and self-evaluation checklists  are interspersed throughout the coming weeks on an as needed basis using a writing workshop format.  Students are given a suggested timeline to guide their use of time as they work through the process. 

Suggested time: as needed

Large Group Discussion:  

1- After students have had at least one mini-conference with the teacher, ask the students what elements in their writing make it good writing.  Make a collected list on the board during this brainstorming activity.  In pairs, ask the students to prioritize the list using a graphic organizer that creates three columns titled Most Important, Pretty Important, Not so Important.  Then create a whole class graphic through discussion that synthesizes their responses. 

2- Follow the same process with a focus on Things in my writing that are Distracting (Things I would like to change)  

3- Tell the students that they have created excellent guidelines for directing their peer conference time and self-evaluation.  Create a Handout for the students to use in the coming days.

Feedback:  Ongoing feedback during the week is available through self-evaluation using the trait sheet, peer conferencing, and mini-conferencing with the teacher.  Teacher conferencing should include helping the student to  monitor his/her progress in the writing process as well as direct the content of their actual writing.  

Evaluation:  See Trait Sheet after publishing.  Also, ask students to do a Quick Write for 4 minutes on the topic, “Something different that I did in my writing this time.”

Closure:  On the due date, students turn in their stories and are given the opportunity to read their favorite part of the story that they wrote to the whole class.  Ask the students to introduce that section by saying why it is their favorite part. Projects will be kept on display in the classroom so that they can read each other’s stories during free reading time.

Handouts and Trait Sheet Follow

(assignment  handout)
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You have been chosen to cross into the fifth dimension, to travel through time to another place in another time.  For this activity you will write a story about one time travel adventure from the point of view of a time traveling character.  Your story will be added to the class library for others to read.

Maybe your character will tesser through space like Meg, Charles Wallace and Calvin did.  Or perhaps you would like to try your own method of time travel … it is your choice!

This is what your Time Travel Adventure project will include:

· Cover Sheet for the project – of your own design or photocopy of one provided by teacher 

· Character Profile Sheet – final copy.  You can create a new character or use the same one that you wrote about in an earlier assignment.  This is a FINAL copy which means it should be done neatly. 

· Setting Outline – See the Setting Sheet – You may use the same setting that you used in a previous writing assignment, or create a new setting.  Be sure to include TWO setting descriptions:  the initial setting AND the time travel setting. 

· Picture of the guide who helps you tesser OR a picture of your time traveling machine/object.  

· Visual collage of the experiences the character has while time traveling that will intrigue the reader.  

· Map of the location your character is time-traveling to so that they don’t get lost. 

· Plot Outline (use graphic organizer or draw cartoon cells)

· Writing Process Checklist 

· Story about one adventure – final draft* 

*8th grade students will combine their previous writing about a character and  setting with details about a time travel adventure.   You will need to do some revising of your earlier writing to make it fit well into a story.

7th grade students may choose to do the same assignment as the 8th grade students OR Write a story that focuses only on the sequence of events that happen in the story.

Your Time Travel Adventure project GRADE will be based on:

general appearance

content ( this includes thoroughness)
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· Cover Sheet = 10 points 

· Character Profile Sheet = 10 pts 

· Setting Outline = 10 pts

· Picture = 10 pts

· Visual Collage of Events = 10 pts

· Map = 10 pts
· Plot Outline = 10 pts
· Writing Process Checklist = 30 pts 

· Story* = 100 points
Total Points for Time Travel Adventure  = 200 points (2 grades of 100pts each)

* 8th grade:  include character development, setting, conflict, and a smooth plot that has a beginning, a middle, and an end.

7th grade- your story must have a beginning, a middle, and an end that makes sense.  The sequence of events should be clear and make sense.

EXTRA CREDIT: 2 points for each vocabulary word you use properly in your writing.

When can you work on this assignment?

	
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday - Monday

	Time scheduled for writing in class
	3 ½ class periods 
	2 periods 
	3 periods 
	2 periods &

homework

	What to do
	Pre-Writing

Writing

Teacher Conference
	Writing

Revising

Self-Editing

Teacher Conference
	Peer Conferences

Revise

Edit


	Final Read-Thru

Revise/Edit

Publish
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Time Travel Adventure Grade Sheet - Grade 7
Student _______________________   

  Submitted On Time ____

	General Organization/Content
	Points Possible
	Points Given

	· Cover Sheet 
	10
	

	· Character Profile Sheet 
	10  
	

	· Setting Outline 
	10 
	

	· Picture 
	10 
	

	· Visual Collage of Events 
	10 
	

	· Map
	10 
	

	· Plot Outline 
	10 
	

	· Writing Process Checklist
	30  
	

	Total 
	100
	


	Story Writing

	Content
	35 total
	

	1.  The story is interesting
	10
	

	2.  The story is about a time travel adventure
	10
	

	3.  The story has enough details
	10
	

	4.  The story does not have unnecessary details
	5
	

	Organization
	15
	

	5. There is a beginning, middle, and end to the story.
	
	

	6. Transition between paragraphs is clear.  
	
	

	Style
	15
	

	7.  Sentences are clear and complete.
	
	

	8.  The sentences read smoothly.
	
	

	9.  Descriptive words are used.
	
	

	Grammar and Usage
	10
	

	Punctuation and Capitalization
	10
	

	Spelling
	10
	

	Readability (handwriting/typing)
	5
	

	SUBTOTAL
	100 
	

	Extra Credit – vocabulary words used appropriately
	2 pts / word
	

	TOTAL
	100 +
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