Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills

Middle School Language Arts

WRITING

green text = beginning development of target behavior emerging

blue text = ongoing development of target behavior 

red text = expected achievement of target behavior

	grade
	
	6
	7
	8
	
	9

	
	
	110.22
	110.23
	110.24
	
	110.42

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Writing Purpose
	writing for a variety of audiences and purposes in a variety of forms.  The student is expected to 

	gr 4
	
	15.A 

write to express, discover, record, develop, reflect on ideas, and to problem solve
	


	1.A

	gr 4
	
	15.B
write to influence such as to persuade, argue, and request
	
	

	gr 4
	
	15.C
write to inform such as to explain, describe, report, and narrate
	
	

	gr 4
	
	15.D
write to entertain such as to compose humorous poems or short stories
	
	

	
	
	15.E
select and use voice and style appropriate to audience and purpose
	
	1.B

	
	
	
	15.F
choose the appropriate form of his/her own purpose of writing, including journals, letters, editorials, reviews, poems, memoirs, narratives, and instructions 
	
	

	gr 5
	
	15.G
use literary devices effectively such as suspense, dialogue, and figurative language
	
	

	
	
	15.H
produce cohesive and coherent written texts by organizing ideas, using effective transitions, and choosing precise wording
	
	1.C


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Penmanship/capitalization/punctuation/spelling
	composing original texts , applying the conventions of written language such as capitalization, punctuation, penmanship, and spelling to communicate clearly.  The student is expected to:

	gr 4
	
	16.A
write legibly by selecting cursive or manuscript as appropriate
	
	3.A

3.D

	
	
	16.B
capitalize and punctuate correctly to clarify and enhance meaning such as capitalizing titles, using hyphens, semicolons, colons, possessives, and sentence punctuation
	
	

	gr 3
	
	16.C 

write with accurate spelling of syllable constructions, including closed, open, consonant before –le and syllable boundary patterns
	16.C

spell derivatives correctly by applying the spellings of bases and affixes
	
	

	gr 4
	
	16.D
write with accurate spelling of roots such as drink, speak, read, or happy, inflections such as those that change tense or number, suffices such as –able or –less, and prefixes such as re- or un-
	16.D 

spell frequently misspelled words correctly such as their, they’re, and there
	
	

	gr 4
	
	16.E
use resources to find correct spellings
	
	

	gr 4
	
	16.F

spell accurately in final drafts
	
	

	
	
	16.G

understand the influence of other languages and cultures on the spelling of English words
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Grammar/Usage
	applying standard grammar and usage to communicate clearly and effectively in writing.  The student is expected to:

	
	
	
	17.A
use regular and irregular plurals correctly
	
	3.B

3.C

3.D



	
	
	17.B
write in complete sentences, varying the types such as compound and complex, and use of appropriately punctuated dependent clauses
	
	

	gr 4
	
	17.C
use conjunctions to connect ideas meaningfully
	
	

	gr 4
	
	17.D
use adjectives (comparative and s8uperlative forms) and adverbs appropriately to make writing vivid or precise
	
	

	gr 4
	
	17.E  

edit drafts for specific purposes such as to ensure standard usage, varied sentence structure, and appropriate word choice
	
	

	
	
	17.F
use prepositional phrases to elaborate written ideas
	
	

	gr 4
	
	17.G
use verb tenses appropriately and consistently such as present, past, future, perfect, and progressive
	
	

	
	
	17.H
write with increasing accuracy when using apostrophes in 
	
	

	
	
	17.I
write with increasing accuracy when using pronoun case such as “He and they joined him.”
	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Writing Process
	selecting and using writing processes for self-initiated and assigned writing.  The student is expected to:

	gr 4
	
	18.A
generate ideas and plans for writing by using prewriting strategies such as brainstorming, graphic organizers, notes and logs
	
	2.A

	gr 4
	
	18.B
develop drafts by categorizing ideas, organizing them into paragraphs, and blending paragraphs within larger units of text
	
	2.B

	gr 4
	
	 18.C
revise selected drafts by adding, elaborating, deleting, combining, and rearranging text
	
	2.C

	gr 4
	
	18.D
revise drafts for coherence, progression, and logical support of ideas
	
	

	gr 4
	
	18.E

edit drafts for specific purposes such as to ensure standard usage, varied sentence structure, and appropriate word choice 
	
	

	gr 4
	
	18. F
use available technology to support aspects of creating, revising, editing, and publishing texts 
	
	2.E

	gr 4
	
	18.G

refine selected pieces frequently to "publish" for general and specific audiences 
	
	2.D



	gr 4
	
	18.H
proofread his/her own writing and that of others 
	
	

	gr 4
	
	18. I

select and use reference materials and resources as needed for writing, revising, and editing final drafts 
	
	2.C

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Writing Evaluation
	evaluating his/her own writing and the writings of others.  The student is expected to:

	gr 4
	
	19.A

apply criteria to writing
	
	5.B

	gr 4
	
	19.B
respond in constructive ways to others' writings 
	
	

	gr 4
	
	19.C
evaluate how well his/her own writing achieves its purposes 
	
	5.A

	gr 4
	
	19.D
analyze published examples as models for writing 
	
	4.G

	gr 4
	
	19.E

review a collection of written works to determine its strengths and weaknesses and to set goals as a writer 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Writing for Inquiry & Research
	utilizing writing as a tool for learning and research.  The student is expected to:

	gr 4
	
	20.A

frame questions to direct research 
	
	4.A

	gr 4
	
	20.B
organize prior knowledge about a topic in a variety of ways such as by producing a graphic organizer 
	
	4.B

4.C

4.D

4.E

	gr 4
	
	20.C
take notes from relevant and authoritative sources such as guest speakers, periodicals, and on-line searches 
	
	

	gr 4
	
	20.D

summarize and organize ideas gained from multiple sources in useful ways such as outlines, conceptual maps, learning logs, and timelines 
	
	

	gr 4
	
	20.E


present information in various forms using available technology 
	
	

	gr 4
	
	20.F
evaluate his/her own research and raise new questions for further investigation 
	
	

	
	
	20.G
follow accepted formats for writing research, including documenting sources 
	
	4.F


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Writing Connections
	interacting with writers inside and outside the classroom in ways that reflect the practical uses of writing.  The student is expected to:

	gr 4
	
	21.A
collaborate with other writers to compose, organize, and revise various types of texts, including letters, news, records, and forms 
	
	2.B

	gr 4
	
	21.B

correspond with peers or others via e-mail or conventional mail 
	focus shifts to writing for learning

	
	
	
	21.C
identify challenges faced by published authors and strategies they use to compose various types of text 
	
	4.G
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