ISLAMIC STUDIES FOR THE YOUTH 

DAR-UN-NOOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 

COURSE OUTLINE 2008-2009
"Every great oak was once a nut that stood its ground"
Teacher:  Saadia H Mazhar

Contact Information: 12:00p-1:00p Sunday Youth Class
Phone:     404-786-8876
E-mail:     smazhar2@gmail.com
Website:  www.geocities.com/dunssunday 
NOTE:  This is a proposed plan and subject to change.  Any changes will be made with due and proper notice given in class.  If you are not in class, you will not be aware of changes.

COURSE DISCRIPTION:   


This is an Islamic Studies class focusing primarily on Islamic fundamentals, theory, and history.  The emphasis of this course rests mainly on the Islamic Culture and the ideal way of Muslim daily life.  Through discussions, projects, and activities students will achieve a fuller and more enthusiastic view of Islam.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS FOR STUDENTS

1. Carefully and critically read all documents given to you.

2. Keep an organized notebook for this class.  All students are expected to take notes on lectures and films

3. Complete a project, paper, or report.  The subject of the paper, project, and report may be anything that pertains to the area under study.

4. Complete any and all exercises and assignments (either take-home or in-class)

5. Be prepared to ask questions and answer questions in class

6. Take all examinations.

Textbooks and Materials:

1. Handouts

2. Writing Utensil

3. Notebook

Remember all students must come to class prepared.  Thus, if a student needs to borrow paper, pencil, lead etc from some one they should do so before the class begins.

ABSENCE AND GRADE POLICY
ATTENDENCE—There have been numerous studies, which indicate that there is a direct relationship between learning and attendance.  Therefore, I strongly urge all students to attain perfect attendance.  If you do miss a class, regardless, please obtain class notes from a classmate.  Consequences: Students will lose 3 points per absence off of their average. 
TARDINESS—Coming in late to class and leaving early from class is a sign of disrespect.  If you need to leave early, please let me know before class.  If you come in late, quietly take the first seat available to you, with out disturbing any one else.  Consequences: Students will lose 1 point per tardiness per class off of their class average.
CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR—Once the class begins you are expected to remain in your seats until class is over.  Sharpen your pencils and use the bathroom before class begins.  If you have a cell phone or beeper, turn them off.  

COMPUTER USE—Dar-un-Noor school has trusted us with their equipment.  Please do not betray their trust by using those computers.  The computer’s are not for our use.  Student’s found using these computer’s will be sent to the principal’s office.

LUNCH—In the time designated for lunch, no student may be in the classroom.  Those who are in a classroom during lunch will be sent to the principal’s office to be dealt with.

GRADE POLICY/MAKE UPS:  There will be no make-ups for any examination or homework assignments with out prior permission!  The prior permission must be at least 24 hours prior to receiving the examination or assignment.  I may or may not grant you permission depending upon the individual circumstance.  

Grading:
	Letter Grade
	A+
	A
	A-
	B+
	B
	B-
	C+
	C
	C-
	D
	F

	Numerical Grade
	96.5-100
	92.5-96.4
	89.5-92.4
	86.5-89.4
	82.5-86.4
	79.5-82.4
	76.5-79.4
	74.5-76.4
	73.5-74.4
	69.5-73.4
	Below 69.4


Grade Distribution
	Assignment
	Points/Assign
	No. of Assign
	Total Points
	% of Grade

	Handbook Project
	1000
	1
	1000
	28%

	Current Event
	1000
	1
	1000
	28%

	Midterm
	400
	2
	800
	22%

	Final Exam
	400
	2
	800
	22%

	Total Points
	2800
	6
	3600
	100%


ASSIGNMENT EXPLAINATIONS

HANDBOOK—28%  DUE:  Various 
You have been assigned to a committee that writes books for the newly converted Muslim.  You will summarize each topic that is discussed during class in an understandable and reader friendly manner.  You may include pictures, activities and other fun learning tools in this book. Overall you must be accurate and complete in you information while being creative in you delivery

· Complete and accurate information

400 Points
· Information must be complete.  Try:  Knowledge is important because it helps us get closer to God.  It is common that many scientists and mathematicians obtain a greater love for God instead of the falling in to the popular belief of falling into atheism.  Instead of “Knowledge is important”

· Always answer the so what question:  If you say Salah is important—I will ask so what, why is it important, what do you mean by important, to whom is it important.  Treat me as though I am a newly converted Muslim whose first exposure to Islam will be your book.
· Creativity




400 Points

· You want to keep reader interest.  Come up with games and activities to convey the message of you book.  When doing this know that all your readers have an attention span of about 15 seconds.  Make comics, write the book as stories, include activities

· Citation and Bibliography


100 Points

· All information presented in your book must be verifiable and must be followed by an accreditation to a Hadeeth, Quran, book etc.

· Aesthetic Appeal



100 Points

· Pretend that you job is to sell 1 million copies of this book if you wish to get paid—so you need to make this book as eye catching as possible with out making it tacky.  

· Although I don’t expect you to spend money on binding the book together I do expect the book to be typed in any font and any format you feel is best.  I expect a front page and a back page with you name and dedication

If done correctly this book may be immortalized as the standard book for Youth Class. Good Luck
MIDTERM AND FINAL—44%  DUE:  To Be Announced
The exams will consist of a mix of, but not always, all of, short answer, identification, essay, and multiple choices.  Only two examinations will be offered in this class due to lack of time; the Midterm and Final.  Both these examinations are worth 200 points and consist of two parts.

Part 1 of examinations will be a basic in class exam consisting of mainly multiple choice, identification (fill in the blanks), and/or few short answers.

Part 2 of examinations will be a take home exam encompassing one to two essay questions that will be answered in the form of a 1-2 page long essay (500-1000 words).  This essay will be typed, double spaced with 12 pitch Times New Roman or Arial font and 1’ margins all around
CURRENT EVENTS—28%
There are three parts to this project.  

1.  Graduation Project 300 Points DUE:   April 29, 2009
· Currently there is great political and economical unrest in the Global Muslim and it is important to be aware of what is going on.  You will conduct a presentation on graduation day that presents these issues to parents.  Your job during the year is to develop a passion for an issue and follow it during the year.
2.  Major paper about an event concerning the Muslims around the globe—250 Points DUE:  Jan 14, 2009
· You may choose any event that is important to you and plagues Muslims around the globe including war, poverty, disease etc.  

· Content of the paper:  The following are headings that you will use when writing your paper.

· Overview:  What is going on, why is this important, some explanations that have been offered by experts, is this issue generally overlooked or is it sensationalized.  How long has this been going on, what are the possible harms to society not directly related to this event?

· History:  How far back does this date, How did this begin, what has been done to combat this social ill, What has been the style:  When has the awareness, aid, and rallies for this event increased

· Current:  What is going on currently, has this social event been harming society outside its saphere of influence?  What is being done currently to combat this, is the awareness and aid for this issue high or low?

· Your Opinions:  propose a possible solution for overcoming this tribulation,  What have you learned from this that you are able to apply in your daily life
· References:  Cite all books, websites etc used in this project

3.  Volunteering—250 Points DUE:  April 1, 2009
· Whether it is helping out at the homeless center, it’s organizing a canned food drive, spending an afternoon helping a student understand something they didn’t or simply giving your parents a day off—spend 100 volunteer hours over the 8 month period volunteering.  There will be bonus points for extra volunteering.  Try to go outside your routine and learn the joy of volunteering
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I hearby agree that I have read the syllabus and am willing to complete the assignments.  

Student Signature:
_______________________

Parent Signature:
_______________________
COURSE CONTENT
Seerat-ul-Nabi
Book: Ar-Raheeq Al-Makhtum

Book Available for Free at:  http://www.witness-pioneer.org/vil/Books/SM_tsn/index.htm 

Content

· Arabia before Islam 

· Makkah, the Ka'bah, and the Quraysh 

· Muhammad: from Birth to Marriage 

· From Marriage to Prophethood 

· From the Beginning of Revelation to the Conversion of `Umar 

· The Story of the Goddesses 

· The Malevolent Conduct of Quraysh 

· From the Violation of the Boycott to al Isra' 

· The Two Covenants of al `Aqabah 

· Al Hijrah, or the Prophet's Emigration 

· Beginning of the Yathrib Period 

· The First Raids and Skirmishes 

· The Great Battle of Badr 

· Between Badr and Uhud 

· The Campaign of Uhud 

· The Effects of Uhud 

· The Prophet's Wives 

· The Campaigns of al Khandaq and Banu Qurayzah 

· From the Two Campaigns to the Treaty of Hudaybiyah 

· The Treaty of Hudaybiyah
· The Campaign of Khaybar and Missions to Kings 

· The `Umrah or Lesser Pilgrimage 

· The Campaign of Mu'tah 

· The Conquest of Makkah 

· Campaigns of Hunayn and a1 Ta'if 

· Ibrahim and the Wives of the Prophet 

· Campaign of Tabuk and the Death of Ibrahim 

· The Year of Deputations and Abu Bakr's Leadership of the Pilgrimage 

· The Farewell Pilgrimage 

· The Prophet's Sickness and Death 

· The Prophet's Burial
Human Rights in Islam

Articles: Women in Islam Vs Judaea-Christian tradition: The Myth & the reality
Content

Human Rights, The West And Islam 
Basic Human Rights 
Rights Of Citizens In An Islamic State 
Rights Of Enemies At War 
Lives of the Companions

Articles: Will be provided
Content

	Khalifa Abu Bakr

	Khalifa Umar bin al-Khattab

	Khalifa Ali bin Talib

	Khalifa Uthman bin Ghani


Hazrat Khadijah

Hazrat Amina

Hazrat Fatima

Hazrat Aisha

	
	Islamic Studies Class Schedule and Homework Assignments*

	
	

	
	Date
	Notes
	In Class
	Homework

	
	9/4/2007
	
	Syllabus Review
	 

	*
	9/11/2007
	
	Dress Code/Islamic Calendar
	Handout

	*
	9/18/2007
	
	Shahadah
	Handout

	*
	9/25/2007
	
	Salat
	Handout

	*
	10/2/2007
	
	Ramadan/Fasting
	Handout

	*
	10/9/2007
	Bring Quran
	Hajj
	Handout

	
	10/16/2007
	
	Allah/Angels
	Handout

	
	10/23/2007
	
	Prophets
	Handout

	
	10/30/2007
	
	Day of Judgement
	Handout

	
	11/6/2007
	Eid Ul Fitr
	 
	 

	
	11/13/2007
	
	Major Signs of DOJ
	Handout

	
	11/20/2007
	
	Minor Signs of DOJ
	Handout

	*
	11/27/2007
	
	Sequence of DOJ
	Handout

	
	12/4/2007
	Project 1 Due
	Jihad/ Holy Books
	Handout

	
	12/11/2007
	
	Review 
	Why am I a Muslim

	
	12/18/2007
	Midterm
	Written Examinations
	Take Home Exam Due by 12/12/2007 at 12:00 am

	
	12/25/2007
	Winter Break
	 
	 

	
	1/1/2009
	Winter Break
	 
	 

	
	1/8/2009
	
	Rights/Blessings
	Explain the five pillars and how to do them.  Corrections of all graded material

	
	1/15/2009
	Eid Ul Adha
	 
	 

	*
	1/22/2009
	
	Sins/Asking Repentence
	What is Jihad? 

	*
	1/29/2009
	
	Prophet Muhammad
	How do we feel the Day of Judgment will come about?   Corrections of all graded material

	
	2/5/2009
	
	Sunnah and Hadiths
	Explain books of Allah and Prophets.  Do Muslims believe in all of them?  Why so many

	
	2/12/2009
	
	Prophet Yusuf
	What do we think of Jesus, Mary, Moses, Abraham etc. Corrections of all graded material

	
	2/19/2009
	
	Sahabiat 
	Prophet Muhammad (SAW)?  message?  What is a hadith?  Sunnah? Why  important?

	
	2/26/2009
	
	Shahabah
	What is Sin? What do you do if you commit a sin?  Islam on clothing?  Corrections 

	
	3/5/2009
	
	Khalifas Part 1
	What rights do the following people have:  women, men, children, teachers, relative, neighbors, animals etc Corrections of all graded material

	
	3/12/2009
	
	Khalifas Part 2
	How do Muslims deal with money?  How do we make money? Corrections of graded material

	
	3/19/2009
	
	Money
	What is a Muslim reaction to social events such as birthdays, weddings, funerals etc? Corrections of all graded material

	
	3/26/2009
	Bring Quran
	Mystics/Faith in good & bad/Zikr
	Four rightly guided Khalifa’s?  Talk about Muslim history Corrections of graded material

	
	4/2/2009
	Bring Quran
	Islam and Science Part 1
	What is Muslim reaction to science?  How does science back up the Quran? Corrections of all graded material

	
	4/9/2009
	Project 2 Due
	Islam and Science Part 2
	What misconceptions about Islam that most people have? Corrections of graded material

	
	4/16/2009
	Bring Quran
	Muslim Justice System
	Conclusion Corrections of all graded material

	
	4/23/2009
	Bring Quran
	Misconceptions About Islam Part 1
	 

	
	4/30/2009
	Final Book Due
	Misconceptions About Islam Part 2
	Tie in all topics Corrections of all graded material

	
	5/7/2009
	
	Review 
	Project DUE

	
	5/14/2009
	Final Exam
	Written Exam
	Take Home Exam Due by 5/15/2009 at 12:00 am






































