FAO PLAYERS/PARENTS/FRIENDS
DUNFERMLINE COLTS 2005/2006

SUMMER NEWSLETTER

For those that I have not met yet, my name is Peter Campbell and I have taken over as manager of Dunfermline Rugby Club Under 18’s for season 2005/2006. I am looking forward to meeting you all once everyone gets back from their summer holidays and into the swing of training for the new season. I am excited about the season coming up and feel we have a strong squad for the coming campaign. The majority of last season Colts are still with us and 18 of last seasons under 16’s have stepped up to make a squad of over 40 players. Due to the high number of players we have been able to enter two teams into the leagues with the Top team playing in the Caledonia Premiership and the reserve team playing in the Caledonia B league. We have secured new sponsorship, with the ARMY donating money for a new strip for the First Team and training t/shirts for all the Colts. Poloshirts have also been ordered for all Colts and tracksuits for the Colts who didn’t receive one last year. 
We started off our pre-season training with a training and team building weekend at HMS Caledonia for the players who could make it. This was a very successful weekend and it is hoped we will be able to do it again in the coming months. Since then we have been training hard in company with the Senior Squad on both Tuesday and Thursday nights. It is important that ALL players make the effort to get along to training on training nights. On Tuesdays there is Pasta available afterwards in the bar area so that the Senior Squad and the Colts can mix and get to know each other. If any player is unable to make training, please inform either myself or Head Coach Martin Wight prior to training. It is only fair that the “A” team will be made up with players who are regularly attending training and games and will also be made up on players’ merit. Also while we are on this serious note any player found to be under the influence of alcohol on the morning of a match will find that there will not be a place in the team for him on that day or on the following match day either. Please don’t take the last couple of sentences as threats, these are the simple ethics of Dunfermline Rugby Clubs’ Senior Rugby and as our Colts move towards that level it is important that we install the same ethics.
On a lighter note, the 13th Aug 05 will see our season kick off in earnest with our own HMS Caledonia Cup 10-a-side competition. As well as our own 2 teams, Hawick Wanderers, Ayr, Kelso, Forresters, Kirkcaldy and Dalkeith will all be participating. I require volunteers to help on the day with Kitchen duty, bag meals for players/coaches/referees, Marshalling, Raffle tickets and prizes, programme sellers, etc. I hope to employ the players who are injured to help and I am also looking for the support of parents to help continue the success of our Tournament. If you are able to help on the day please get in touch, in addition, donations for raffle prizes will be great fully received, as would food on the day. I am looking to provide each team with a bag meal for each player and coach. This in itself would require something like 136 packets of sandwiches. So as you can see lots of help is required and it is up to us as players, parents and friends of the Colts to come together to help out.
The tournament is followed with friendly matches for both teams, Fife Southern (Away), Forresters (away), Perthshire (home) and Grangemouth (Home) before the league starts on Saturday 27th August 2005. Fixture Cards will be issued on receipt of registration fees. Registration for the new season has remained at £25 and the new registration forms should be out some time in August in time for the new season. May I take this opportunity to request early payment once the forms have been issued.

We are still actively looking for a Backs Coach after the resignation of Pete Westgarth. Pistol Pete will be a hard act to follow and although there are several irons in the fire at the moment I am not in a position to reveal any news on the matter at this time.

I thank you for your time and hope I can rely on your support over the next year. I look forward to meeting everyone that has an interest in our team over the next few weeks and if you have anything you wish to discuss with myself or Martin please feel free to approach us at anytime.

Yours in Rugby

Peter Campbell

07766887333 or DUNFERMLINECOLTS@AOL.COM
&

Martin Wight

07791024711 or MARTIN@WIGHTM.FREESERVE.CO.UK
