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Lesson 4
Living or Nonliving?

Context


Third grade students will have the opportunity to learn about organisms. Students will learn the definition of organism and the various types of living and nonliving things (plants, animals…rocks, soil, etc). Students will learn what justifies a thing as being living or nonliving.  

This lesson gives students the opportunity to discuss if and object is living or nonliving. Learning about organisms will help them identify the essential qualifications that make an object living or nonliving.  

This lesson plan begins the study on living and nonliving things in an environment.  

Objectives
Students will be able to:  

· Give the definition of organism

· Observe and identify characteristics of living and nonliving things
· Compare and contrast living and nonliving things
· Identify an organism’s needs – food water, light, air – and their environment
· Demonstrate what they have learned in a presentation at the end of the unit 

Connections
SC-E-1.1.2 Objects are made of one or more materials such as paper, wood, and metal. Objects can be described by the properties of the materials from which they are made. Those properties can be used to separate or classify objects or materials.  

SC-E-3.1.1 Things in the environment are classified as living, nonliving, and once living. Living things differ from nonliving things. Organisms are classified into groups by using various characteristics (e.g., body coverings, body structures). 

SC-E-3.1.2 Organisms have basic needs. For example, animals need air, water, and food; plants need air, water, nutrients, and light. Organisms can survive only in environments win which their needs can be met. 

Resources, media, and technology

Materials-


Candle


Lighter


Paper


Pencils

Procedures
· Candle-Fire experiment – Describe what makes something living or nonliving, then light the candle.  Then ask children if it is living or nonliving. 

· Class discussion on reasons something is classified as living or nonliving. 
· Chart – Label living or nonliving on chalkboard or overhead. Children give examples on living and nonliving. Living column example: dog, plant, ants. Nonliving column example: rocks, soil, cars. 

· Children complete Living or Nonliving? Worksheet in which they circle living objects from a list of living and nonliving things.

· Children take a nature walk with a partner classifying the things they see as living or nonliving on a chart they created themselves. 

Objective/Assessment Plan Organizer
	Learner Objective #
	Type of Assessment
	Description of Assessment
	Adaptations and /or Accommodations

	Number 1
	Formative
	Class Discussion
	

	Number 2
	Formative
	Living/Nonliving worksheet
	

	Number 3
	Formative
	Chart Living/ Nonliving things during nature walk
	Students will be paired to accommodate IEP’S
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