How To Get Ideas  

tremendous fun book by Jack Foster

Quick quotes from a quute book on ideas

Acknowledgement:  To the three best ideas I ever had – my wife and two sons

· An idea is nothing more or less than a new combination of old elements... Webb Young

· He who laughs, lasts… Mary Pettibone Poole

· Seriousness is the only refuge of the shallow… Oscar Wilde

· That fellow seems to me to possess but one idea, and that a wrong one… Samuel Johnson

· Everyone is a genius at least once a year; a real genius has his original ideas closer together… G.C. Lichtenberg

· Man can live without air for a few minutes, without water for about two weeks, without food for about two months – and without new thought for years on end… Kent Ruth

· Nothing is done.  Everything in the world remains to be done or done over… Lincoln Steffens

· Always think of what you have to do is easy and it will become so… Emile Coue

· The brain is a wonderful organ.  It starts working in the morning and does not stop until you get to the office… Robert Frost

· When I go to the beauty parlor, I always use the emergency entrance.  Sometimes I go just for an estimate… Phyllis Diller

· A child is a curly, dimpled lunatic… Ralph Waldo Emerson

· There are more bores around than when I was a boy… Fred Allen

· Youth is such a wonderful thing.  What a crime to waste it on children… George Bernard Shaw

· I never met a kid I liked… W.C. Fields

· It is now proved beyond doubt that smoking is of the leading causes of statistics… Fletcher Knebel

· Knowledge is power, if you know it about the right person… Ethel Watts Mumford

· I’m not afraid to die.  I just don’t want to be there when it happens… Woody Allen

· A conclusion is the place where you get tired of thinking… Martin H. Fischer

· We don’t know a millionth of one percent about anything… Thomas Edison

· My wife has a terrible memory; she never forgets a thing… Eric Morecambe

· Even if you are on the right track, you’ll still get run over if you just sit there… Will Rogers

· When I was kidnapped, my parents snapped into action.  They rented out my room… Woody Allen
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· Robert Frost: If you remember only one thing, remember that an idea is a feat of association

· Someone put fire and food together and got cooking

· Creating a creatively fun environment at work

· Children’s Art

· Meet in the park

· Family day

· Dart contest

· Who is that (old pictures)

· Cute/ugly baby award

· Hallway Hockey

· Chili Cook off

· Dress-up Day

· Pot Luck meal

· If it isn’t fun, why do it? Ben and Jerry Ice Cream

· The problem is, people are looking for THE right answer. Not just an answer.  Who defines it as THE.

· Rethink your thinking

· Be Idea proned

· Learn how to combine

· Search for the idea

· The mere knowledge that a problem is soluble means half the game is won… Authur Koestler

· Your self-image what and how you perform generating ideas

· You act like the kind of person you imagine you will be

· Set you mind on goals.  I committed to send out a new tool every week to my peers.  It started a goal sending out one tool a week for one year – it is going on for two years

· To come up with more like a child

· Of course you are in a rut admit it.  

· Different things creep in spite of what you’re doing, not because of what you are doing

· The more things you remember, the more things you’ll have to combine in order to form new ideas

· Be aware of more things.  Write down things you notice.  Fill up a notebook. Then another.  Anything is idea material

· There are no bad ideas

· Madam Curie had a bad idea that turned out to be radium

· Richard Drew had a bad idea that turned out to be scotch tape

· Nobody’s ever criticized for getting too many ideas

· Think Visually, Think Laterally

· It is said that Henry Ford invented the assembly line by changing the question from “How do we get the people to the work?” to “How do we get the work to the people?”

· The answer to every question pre-exists.  We need the to ask the right question to reveal the answer… Jonas Salk

· A simple change in the question can revolutionize your thinking.  So if you are bogged down, ask a different question.

· What is half of 13? 

· 6.5.  is that your final answer

· 1 and a 3

· 4 thirteen has eight letters so half is 4

· thir and teen

· XIII

· X and III 

· and the list goes on.  Don’t stop at THE answer.

· Albert Einstein said he got most of his ideas while he was shaving

· Work creates work, effort creates effort, and ideas create more ideas










