Differenting
I know it’s not a proper word, but if it were in Webster’s, it wouldn’t be different.  If I were to coin the meaning of differenting, it might be “The act of doing or becoming different from the point where you are.”  Being different adds dimension.  It is seeing both ends of a spectrum and appreciating you are swinging somewhere in between.  We all want to be different, just at different rates.  We can only learn through difference.  Being different causes us to be more alert, more prepared for change.  How would you know the height of joy unless you experienced the depth of grief?  Living a flat-line existence is really death in a changing world.  Life is too dynamic to allow it to remain the same.  Why do you think opposites attract?  Why do you pledge in marriage to love for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health?  Life is lived between these differences.  Different is poetry in the Hebrew language.  We rhyme in rhythm, they rhythm in contrast.  Check out the book of Proverbs.  “Faithful are the wounds of a friend, But deceitful are the kisses of an enemy.” Prov 27:6  Want to see how differences can add dimension to things around you?  Next time you are driving and you view the scenery in front of you, begin alternating your focus on objects close, then objects far.  All of a sudden a two-dimensional panorama turns into three-dimensional display.  It’s much richer.  View your life in the same manner.  Learn to enjoy its variation.  It adds flavor to it.  Different stretches your character.  It adds flexibility that will be needed later.  Human life is strengthened when it has been tempered with different.  Different doesn’t have to be a homerun; just a base hit.  In fact, incremental doses of different readies us for those giant steps that disrupts our lives.  Different keeps us off balance.  Just think, you can’t change without a difference.  Different may be uncomfortable at first, but its reward is often well worth it.  We will never know what we are missing unless we can see difference.  So, go ahead, choose to be or do something different.  Enjoy a new path (even a longer route) to work.  Take your life off autopilot and do the deliberate instead of the rote.  Listen to different music.  Watch a different kind of movie.  Learn the value behind the different.  In a world made for change, growing from different is much easier than trying to keep things the same. 
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