Growing Lessons Learned From Little Ana
"Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like children, you shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.” Mtth 18:3

I was enjoying watching the little girl in the pew behind me, when this scripture engraved my soul.  So I observed and took notes to learn more of what is important.  I long to absorb the childlike nature I saw.  

Essence of Innocence.  They go about their business with no ulterior motive, no pretense,  no hidden agenda.  Everything they are, is all on the surface.  There is a purity within that is so desirable, so contagious, so fresh.

Always Exploring.  Life itself is a mystery ready for discovery.  An exciting adventure just waiting for a little tyke to tear into.  Children see value in what adults often overlook.  The symmetry of a ball point pen can fascinate them for minutes.  They study it, they feel it, they may even taste it if mom’s not looking.

Joy Full.  Their face radiates with a bouncy, playful spirit.  To a child, the shortest distance between two points is fun.  Their natural state is to smile at life.  Their little spirits of optimism are untarnished by the negativism waiting for them to grow up.

Always Learning.  Every experience is an opportunity to learn.  It is not something they have to be forced to do.  It’s something they want to do.  If there is something new to learn, they run after it.

Apprehensive-free.  Children take risks in order to grow.  To learn what works and what doesn’t.  They are unaware of harms way.  Neat thing is, they have a loving parent whom they trust will never leave them nor forsake them.  A parent who is always there to keep them safe and look out for their good.

Unplanned.  Spontaneous is every child’s middle name.  They don’t try to figure life out; they just live it.  It unfolds and they roll in it.  They are never disappointed because it didn’t come out as planned; for they never planned it to begin with.

Bubbly.  Overflowing with love.  So much there.  So much to share.  So freely given.  With nothing expected in return.  They just do what comes natural.  Love.

Always parent-check.  To see if they are looking.  Funny thing is, children are either looking to parents for approval or for correction.  And parents are so cool; they give both with wisdom and care.  

So take these features and see how they rhyme with your life.  See if you’ve got the child-like stuff.  These “little Ana” lessons are ripe for spirit-growth in me.  
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