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Part IV
More years sped swiftly and tranquilly away. Ernest still dwelt in his native valley, and was now a man of middle age. By imperceptible degrees, he had become known among the people. Now, as heretofore, he labored for his bread, and was the same simple-hearted man that he had always been. But he had thought and felt so much, he had given so many of the best hours of his life to unworldly hopes for some great good to mankind, that it seemed as though he had been talking with the angels, and had imbibed a portion of their wisdom unawares. It was visible in the calm and well-considered beneficence of his daily life, the quiet stream of which had made a wide green margin all along its course. Not a day passed by, that the world was not the better because this man, humble as he was, had lived. He never stepped aside from his own path, yet would always reach a blessing to his neighbor. Almost involuntarily too, he had become a preacher. The pure and high simplicity of his thought, which, as one of its manifestations, took shape in the good deeds that dropped silently from his hand, flowed also forth in speech. He uttered truths that wrought upon and moulded the lives of those who heard him. His auditors, it may be, never suspected that Ernest, their own neighbor and familiar friend, was more than an ordinary man; least of all did Ernest himself suspect it; but, inevitably as the murmur of a rivulet, came thoughts out of his mouth that no other human lips had spoken.

When the people's minds had had a little time to cool, they were ready enough to acknowledge their mistake in imagining a similarity between General Blood-and-Thunder's truculent physiognomy and the benign visage on the mountain-side. But now, again, there were reports and many paragraphs in the newspapers, affirming that the likeness of the Great Stone Face had appeared upon the broad shoulders of a certain eminent statesman. He, like Mr. Gathergold and Old Blood-and-Thunder, was a native of the valley, but had left it in his early days, and taken up the trades of law and politics. Instead of the rich man's wealth and the warrior's sword, he had but a tongue, and it was mightier than both together. So wonderfully eloquent was he, that whatever he might choose to say, his auditors had no choice but to believe him; wrong looked like right, and right like wrong; for when it pleased him, he could make a kind of illuminated fog with his mere breath, and obscure the natural daylight with it. His tongue, indeed, was a magic instrument: sometimes it rumbled like the thunder; sometimes it warbled like the sweetest music. It was the blast of war, the song of peace; and it seemed to have a heart in it, when there was no such matter. In good truth, he was a wondrous man; and when his tongue had acquired him all other imaginable success,--when it had been heard in halls of state, and in the courts of princes and potentates,--after it had made him known all over the world, even as a voice crying from shore to shore,--it finally persuaded his countrymen to select him for the Presidency. Before this time,--indeed, as soon as he began to grow celebrated,--his admirers had found out the resemblance between him and the Great Stone Face; and so much were they struck by it, that throughout the country this distinguished gentleman was known by the name of Old Stony Phiz. The phrase was considered as giving a highly favorable aspect to his political prospects; for, as is likewise the case with the Popedom, nobody ever becomes President without taking a name other than his own.

While his friends were doing their best to make him President, Old Stony Phiz, as he was called, set out on a visit to the valley where he was born. Of course, he had no other object than to shake hands with his fellow-citizens and neither thought nor cared about any effect which his progress through the country might have upon the election. Magnificent preparations were made to receive the illustrious statesman; a cavalcade of horsemen set forth to meet him at the boundary line of the State, and all the people left their business and gathered along the wayside to see him pass. Among these was Ernest. Though more than once disappointed, as we have seen, he had such a hopeful and confiding nature, that he was always ready to believe in whatever seemed beautiful and good. He kept his heart continually open, and thus was sure to catch the blessing from on high when it should come. So now again, as buoyantly as ever, he went forth to behold the likeness of the Great Stone Face.

The cavalcade came prancing along the road, with a great clattering of hoofs and a mighty cloud of dust, which rose up so dense and high that the visage of the mountain-side was completely hidden from Ernest's eyes. All the great men of the neighborhood were there on horseback; militia officers, in uniform; the member of Congress; the sheriff of the county; the editors of newspapers; and many a farmer, too, had mounted his patient steed, with his Sunday coat upon his back. It really was a very brilliant spectacle, especially as there were numerous banners flaunting over the cavalcade, on some of which were gorgeous portraits of the illustrious statesman and the Great Stone Face, smiling familiarly at one another, like two brothers. If the pictures were to be trusted, the mutual resemblance, it must be confessed, was marvellous. We must not forget to mention that there was a band of music, which made the echoes of the mountains ring and reverberate with the loud triumph of its strains; so that airy and soul-thrilling melodies broke out among all the heights and hollows, as if every nook of his native valley had found a voice, to welcome the distinguished guest. But the grandest effect was when the far-off mountain precipice flung back the music; for then the Great Stone Face itself seemed to be swelling the triumphant chorus, in acknowledgment that, at length, the man of prophecy was come.

Comprehension and Discussion Questions

1. As the years passed by did Ernest continue to live in the valley or did he move elsewhere?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Did he remain unknown or did he gradually gain a kind of fame?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Had he become a minister or a teacher?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Did Ernest go through the valley giving elaborate sermons or very simple sermons?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Did the people finally admit that they had made a mistake in imagining that there was a resemblance between the general and the Great stone Face?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What new rumors and reports now appeared in the newspapers and throughout the valley?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Was this new man soldier or a politician?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Did he have a great ability or little ability as a public speaker?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Was he finally selected as a candidate for senator or as a candidate for President?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. When the great statesman decided to visit the valley, what preparations were made to meet him?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary and Idiom Review
A. Circle the word or expression in the right hand column that has the SAME meaning as the word on the left:

	1. gigantic
	clever / small / very large / fertile

	2. immense
	exact / very large / small / pretty

	3. huge
	very large / very small / ugly / pretty

	4. enormous
	easy / difficult / pretty / very large

	5. assist
	need / repay / entertain / help

	6. at last
	surely / finally / rarely / recently

	7. pillar
	pillow / servant / tall post / cushion

	8. neighborly
	nearby / friendly / critical / angry

	9. cease
	Want / hope / stop / avoid

	10. comments
	remarks / cries / criticism / speeches

	11. mistaken
	confused / recent / wrong / distant

	12. gradually
	rapidly / now and then / soon / little by little


B. Give the negative form of each of the following adjectives:
	1. kind
	_________________
	6. comfortable
	_________________

	2. familiar
	_________________
	7. natural
	_________________

	3. able
	_________________
	8. fortunate
	_________________

	4. possible
	_________________
	9. regular
	_________________

	5. inhabited
	_________________
	10. patient
	_________________


C. Use the following expressions in sentences of your own:

	1. pass by
	6. face each other

	2. become known
	7. in truth

	3. listen to
	8. in order to

	4. shake hands
	9. along the way

	5. believe in
	10. all the way
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