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Part I

One afternoon, when the sun was going down, a mother and her little boy sat at the door of their cottage, talking about the Great Stone Face. They had but to lift their eyes, and there it was plainly to be seen, though miles away, with the sunshine brightening all its features.

And what was the Great Stone Face?

Embosomed amongst a family of lofty mountains, there was a valley so spacious that it contained many thousand inhabitants. Some of these good people dwelt in log-huts, with the black forest all around them, on the steep and difficult hill-sides. Others had their homes in comfortable farm-houses, and cultivated the rich soil on the gentle slopes or level surfaces of the valley. Others, again, were congregated into populous villages, where some wild, highland rivulet, tumbling down from its birthplace in the upper mountain region, had been caught and tamed by human cunning, and compelled to turn the machinery of cotton-factories. The inhabitants of this valley, in short, were numerous, and of many modes of life. But all of them, grown people and children, had a kind of familiarity with the Great Stone Face, although some possessed the gift of distinguishing this grand natural phenomenon more perfectly than many of their neighbors.

The Great Stone Face, then, was a work of Nature in her mood of majestic playfulness, formed on the perpendicular side of a mountain by some immense rocks, which had been thrown together in such a position as, when viewed at a proper distance, precisely to resemble the features of the human countenance. It seemed as if an enormous giant, or a Titan, had sculptured his own likeness on the precipice. There was the broad arch of the forehead, a hundred feet in height; the nose, with its long bridge; and the vast lips, which, if they could have spoken, would have rolled their thunder accents from one end of the valley to the other. True it is, that if the spectator approached too near, he lost the outline of the gigantic visage, and could discern only a heap of ponderous and gigantic rocks, piled in chaotic ruin one upon another. Retracing his steps, however, the wondrous features would again be seen; and the farther he withdrew from them, the more like a human face, with all its original divinity intact, did they appear; until, as it grew dim in the distance, with the clouds and glorified vapor of the mountains clustering about it, the Great Stone Face seemed positively to be alive.

It was a happy lot for children to grow up to manhood or womanhood with the Great Stone Face before their eyes, for all the features were noble, and the expression was at once grand and sweet, as if it were the glow of a vast, warm heart, that embraced all mankind in its affections, and had room for more. It was an education only to look at it. According to the belief of many people, the valley owed much of its fertility to this benign aspect that was continually beaming over it, illuminating the clouds, and infusing its tenderness into the sunshine.

As we began with saying, a mother and her little boy sat at their cottage-door, gazing at the Great Stone Face, and talking about it. The child's name was Ernest.

"Mother," said he, while the Titanic visage smiled on him, "I wish that it could speak, for it looks so very kindly that its voice must be very pleasant. If I were to see a man with such a face, I should love him dearly."

"If an old prophecy should come to pass," answered his mother, "we may see a man, some time or other, with exactly such a face as that."

"What prophecy do you mean, dear mother?" eagerly inquired Ernest. "Pray tell me about it!"

So his mother told him a story that her own mother had told to her, when she herself was younger than little Ernest; a story, not of things that were past, but of what was yet to come; a story, nevertheless, so very old, that even the Indians, who formerly inhabited this valley, had heard it from their forefathers, to whom, as they affirmed, it had been murmured by the mountain streams, and whispered by the wind among the tree-tops. The purport was, that, at some future day, a child should be born hereabouts, who was destined to become the greatest and noblest personage of his time, and whose countenance, in manhood, should bear an exact resemblance to the Great Stone Face. Not a few old-fashioned people, and young ones likewise, in the ardor of their hopes, still cherished an enduring faith in this old prophecy. But others, who had seen more of the world, had watched and waited till they were weary, and had beheld no man with such a face, nor any man that proved to be much greater or nobler than his neighbors, concluded it to be nothing but an idle tale. At all events, the great man of the prophecy had not yet appeared.

"O mother, dear mother!" cried Ernest, clapping his hands above his head, "I do hope that I shall live to see him!"

His mother was an affectionate and thoughtful woman, and felt that it was wisest not to discourage the generous hopes of her little boy. So she only said to him, "Perhaps you may."

Comprehension and Discussion Questions
1. What two persons sit at the door of their home talking of the Great stone Face, when this story opens?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Was it easy or difficult to see the Great Stone Face from where they sat?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Were all the inhabitants familiar or unfamiliar with the Great Stone face?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Did all of the inhabitants see the Great Stone Face equally well or could some distinguish its features more easily than others?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Was a Great Stone Face a work of nature or an artificial work made by man?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Was it easier to distinguish the features of the Great Stone Face from a distance or from a position very close?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Were the features of the face noble and kind or ugly and unpleasant?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Did the people of the valley think that the great stone face was a good influence or a bad influence upon their lives?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. What tradition existed in the valley regarding the great Stone Face?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Was Ernest interested in his mother’s story of the Great Stone Face?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Vocabulary and Idiom Review

A. Fill in the blanks in the sentences in the right-hand column with one of the words or expressions in the left-hand column:

	1. valley
	1. Every time the teacher asks a question, he has to _________ his hand.

	2. thunder
	2. When there isn’t anything to _________, it’s better to be silent.

	3. gigantic
	3. My baby is going to _________ in a happy home.

	4. raise
	4. There was a bad storm, with _________ and lightning.

	5. rise
	5. _________ my guide, that building is a thousand years old.

	6. talk about
	6. That rocket is going to _________ from the launching pad with a great explosion.

	7. grow up
	7. He has to _________ his desk all day long, but he gets very tired because he doesn’t get enough exercise.

	8. according to
	8. I don’t think you _________ anything; you’re always saying this isn’t true and that isn’t true.

	9. height
	9. They happened to _________ by chance at a party, and they have become good friends.

	10. believe in
	10. There is a beautiful _________ just beyond that hill.

	11. sit at
	11. That mountain must be _________; you can see it from miles away.

	12. be thrown together
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