SOME PEOPLE NEVER LEARN

By Chris Perry

The book of Second Kings begins with an injury to Ahaziah, son of Ahab and his
successor as king of Israel: "And Ahaziah fell down through a lattice in his upper chamber
that was in Samaria, and was sick: and he sent messengers, and said unto them, go,
enquire of Beelzebub the god of Ekron whether | shall recover of this disease" (2 Kings
1:2). Notice that Ahaziah-the king of the ten northern tribes of God's nation-sought advice
from the false god of Ekron, Beelzebub. This request did not miss God's attention, either,
for he commanded Elijah to tell the king's messengers, "Is it not because there is not a God
in Israel that ye go to inquire of Beelzebub the god of Ekron? & Thou shalt not come down
from that bed on which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die" (verses 3-4). When the
messengers returned to Ahaziah with the bleak news, he sent them, along with a captain
and fifty men, to Elijah. They stood at the base of a hill and cried up to Elijah: "Thou man of
God, the king hath said, Come down" (verse 9). But Elijah did not come down; instead, he
cried down to them, "If | be a man of God, then let fire come down from heaven, and
consume thee and the fifty" (verse 10). And so it happened to the first captain and his fifty,
as well as another captain and his fifty after them.

It is from the actions of a third fifty that a lesson becomes apparent. After hearing of
the first two groups' destruction, the captain of the third fifty approached Elijah with caution
and humility: "And the third captain...came and fell on his knees before Elijah, and
besought him, and said unto him, O man of God, | pray thee, let my life, and the life of
these fifty thy servants, be precious in thy sight" (verse 13). Truly, the captain had learned
something from the experience of the other two, and his knowledge paid off. Elijah was told
to "Go down with him: be not afraid of him" (verse 15), and he did so, stating once again
the fate that awaited Ahaziah.

Now take a moment to consider the potential foolishness of the third captain had he
witnessed the destruction of the other two groups yet still arrogantly proclaimed for Elijah to
come down! Imagine the recklessness of seeing 102 people consumed by fire from heaven
only to follow them with the same actions and attitudes. But isn't that-in a manner of
speaking-exactly what so many have done throughout the history of mankind? Many
witness the destruction of others because of sin, they see in the lives of others the horrible
consequences of straying from God, only to follow them into the same sinful acts, thoughts,
and lifestyles.

Such reckless abandon is especially foolish today, considering the wealth of
examples we have to heed. Paul reminded both the Romans and Corinthians (and us by
extension) that they had plenty of instruction in Old Testament examples: "For whatsoever
things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and
comfort of the scriptures might have hope" (Romans 15:4); "Now all these things happened
unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of
the world are come" (1 Corinthians 10:11). We can read of Nadab and Abihu being
consumed by fire for disobeying God's implied command (Leviticus 10) and learn a lesson
about God's authority; we can read of Abraham's willingness to sacrifice the son of promise
(Genesis 22) and learn a lesson about faith. And we, as people living after the cross, have
the added benefit of near-complete Biblical hind sight.



