FAILURE TO CORRECT
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“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, ands profitable for . . . correction”(2
Timothy 3:16).Every Christian should bthankful for the corrective instructioof God’s
word. Were it not for the correction provided byshivord, aChristian would be doomed to
apostasy and eternal destruction up@nfirst sin following baptism. Correction is onéthe
great functions of God’s word. And a€hristians are entrusted with the ministry of
proclaiming God’s word (2 Timothy 4:2; 2:2), these&hristians who are entrusted with the
duty of correction. This is not the duty of “cortieég”’ every person wittwhom one has a
personal disagreement, but of correcting those aimutside of the way of Christ. Yet
Christians often fail in this regard: They will gjuietly by as denominationalisstand
condemned, they will hold their tongues while faisachershout forth error, and they will
blind themselves to the problem when loved oneg Hayes full of adultery, anthat cannot
cease from sin.” Following are some of the reasehy so many fail with regard to
correction.

COMPLEX ABOUT CONFLICT: A necessary prerequisite to correctiomebuke How else

is one to be motivated to do right if he does maivk that he is doing wrong? However, rebuke is
associated with conflict, and many Christians haveomplex about conflict. This is not
unnatural-Most people do not desire to make enendibis should especially be so of the
Christian, as the Gospel commands§,it be possible, as much as lieth in you, liveeaceably
with all men” (Romans 12:28). Conflict should be neither sougintdesired. But notice that this
instruction had to be qualified withf it be possible.” The same Gospel which commands
Christians to live peaceably when possible alsomamds Christians not to shy away from
necessary conflict:Ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delied unto
the saints” (Jude 3, emphasis LM). Many other times does tlesv N'estament stress the
importance of not shying away from necessary coinfiee Matthew 10:34-35; Ephesians 6:10-
17; Titus 1:9-11). Conflict is uncomfortable, buainefort was never to be the first priority for the
Christian. Comfort certainly never held priorityr f@hrist. Do we simply tell people what they
want to hear so that our happiness of life is studoed? Do we allow the lost to stay lost just so
that we can avoid the headache? As the old covenstnticted Israel;Thou shalt not hate thy
brother in thine heart: thou shalt in any wise relke thy neighbor, and not suffer sin upon
him” (Leviticus 19:17). One who refuses to help corgebirother or sister in need of correction
demonstrates hatred for that person. Words of @reés be uplifting, but they are not always
what is appropriate-e that saith unto the wicked, Thou are righteoulim shall the people
curse, nationsshall abhor him: But to them that rebuke him shable delight, and a good
blessingshall come upon then({Proverbs 24:24-25). Correction is a two-way blegsa blessing

is pronounced by God upon the giver of correctisrwall as upon the willing recipient (James
5:19-20). A Christian should not let a complex aboanflict prohibit him from helping another
soul either to see or to reclaim the light of stbra

APATHY TO ERROR: The majority of the world has always followed errdhe twenty-first
century world is a world marked by so many diffaesmand shades of error that it can be easy to
become tolerant of the “lesser error.” When a Giamsis surrounded by those who are members
of denominations, and then comes in contact withember of a liberal church of Christ, there
tends to be a bond formed. When a Christian isosaded by those who deny the Deity of
Christ, and then comes in contact with a denoronatist who believes in the Deity of Christ,
there tends to be a bond formed. When a Chrissianiirounded by those who have no regard for
moral living, and then comes in contact with a Ntaslho lives morally, there tends to be a
bond formed. There is nothing wrong with forminglsdoonds of friendship, but if a Christian is
led to believe that the importance of this frierdsprohibits him from helping to correct his
friend’s error, he is bound by an “unequal yoke"G@rinthians 6:14). As well, he is really not
being much of a friend at allOpen rebuke is bettethan secret love. Faithful are the wounds
of a friend; but the kisses of an enemy are deaditf(Prov. 27:5-6). Some have a fervent desire
to

1of2



combat what they consider serious error, but threywalling to spiritually team with those who
are in lesser error in order to defeat seriousreifbose who are in error are in darkness, and
Christians are t6have no fellowshipwith the unfruitful works of darkness, but rathereprove
them” (Ephesians 5:11). Can one be apathetic about when fellowshipping it and refusing to
correct it violates the commandments of God? Cam lwa apathetic about error when the one
following error stands condemned? There is cestamlwise, kind, and judicious way of
correcting error; but it must be done.

INDIFFERENCE TO INIQUITY: There is nothing in the world more serious than By sin
man'’s perfect fellowship with God was destroyedr{&@ss 3:23-24); by sin death has become the
lot of every man and woman since (Romans 5:12; Be&b7); and by one’s own sin will one
condemn himself to eternal torment (Matthew 25:81-&in is most certainly not to be taken
lightly. Oftentimes people who are in sin are at least tientg conscious of their situation. This
puts others in a position where one who cares ahatiperson’s situation can truly help him; but
those who are indifferent to iniquity can greatlrim him. Once a formerly ignorant person’s
conscience is better instructed, it can motivage fierson to remove himself from sin. However,
if a person’s conscience is instructed that hissexcceptable, it is much more difficult to cotrec
later. What do we tell people when they ask us almisin in which they are involved? Do we
help them-or harm them? As brethren J.W. McGarvelyRhilip Pendleton wrote, “Conscience
is one of God’s greatest gifts, and he that destibffor example, by telling someone he is O.K.
when he is not, LM] must answer for itTlfe Fourfold Gospelp. 76). We spend time in God's
word so that we will not be indifferent to iniquity ourselves (Psalm 119:11)-neither let us be
indifferent to iniquity in others.

SHORTCOMINGS OF SELF: Oftentimes, we have so many problems of sin withirselves
that we feel we are unable and unqualified to correathsproblems in others. Weeel
hypocritical trying to correct others when we olves are in needf correction. On one hand,
this is proper reasoning. One who is guilty of mlss no business condemnithers guilty of
the same sin (Romarisl). One who has serious sin in hfe, or a “beam” in his eye, is not
gualified to help another with a small “mote” inshtye (Matthew 7:1ff)Only those who are
“spiritual” are entrusted with restoring one whooigertaken in a fault (Galatians 6:1)/hile
one’s sinful shortcomings of self may indeed disadhd disqualify one from helping another
correct his sins, this does not excuse him fromQfisistian duty td‘consider one another to
provokeunto love and to good works(Hebrews 10:24). Similarly, one wli® blemished by sin
may be unable to worship God acceptably (1 Commtill:29; 1 Peter 3:12), kthis still does
not excuse him from his Christian duty to worshipdGn spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). If in
any way our shortcomings of self hinder us fromfqening ourChristian duty, it also becomes
doubly our Christian duty to eliminate those shamngs, through the grace of God.
CONCLUSION: Jesus came to eartto seek and to save that which was logt’uke 19:10).
The apostle Paul preached the Gospel of Jesust @hnsder that henight “present every man
perfect in Christ Jesus”(Colossians 1:28). Hevas deeply grieved while there were souls
dwelling outside of Christiemoved from the salvation found only in Him (semr&ns 10:1; 2
Timothy 2:10). Each of us should hasinilar motivation to help souls make the corrawio
necessary to be found in Christ when the final ratsounds. Correction begins with ourselves
and with our families, carrying over to all thos@am wemight have the opportunity to help.
This may be through stern rebukeild chastening, or simply presenting a stateméiruth; but

it is always to be done with grace and love for (od the truth, and for the soul in need of
correction (Colossians 4:6; Ephesians 4:15). Whases our failure to correct? Does a complex
aboutconflict hinder us from correctinthose in need? Correction may require conflict, but
rememberBrethren, if any of you do err from the truth, andne convert him; let him know,
that he which converteth the sinner from the errof his way shall save a soul from death, and
shall hide a multitude of singJames 5:19-20). Are other hindrances keepingams frorrecting?

A Christian cannot have apathy to error or inddfeze to iniquity when such is what separates
souls from God. Shortcomings of self, while theyiohsly do hinder one from correcting others,
do not provide amxcusefor a failure to correct. Correction is a Christgaduty, and if we are
failing in this regard, we need to correct ourselve
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