A BRIEF ABSTRACT ON WORSHIP

Wayne Coats

It would be difficult to hear of a more completlesurdity than the modern palaver
that there is no divinely authorized order, pritejpor pattern set forth in the New
Testament for Christians to adhere to in worshigpBod. | will state the case thusly:
“There is a stated form of worship set forth in ihepired word to govern me as |
worship God, or there are no principles to whichust subscribe as | worship Almighty
God.”

By the foregoing statement, | do not mean to coneyidea that there are no
rules to govern our worship as KOW, WHO, WHENand WHICH activities to be
engaged in by the worshipper. There are some intatketo be sure as we think about
worship.

There is no mandate for every congregation to rfieegetorship at the same time
each Lord’s Day. We do not subscribe to the ided #ach action of worship must be
followed by the same acts of worship in each cogafien. Different acts of worship can
be participated in as the first acts of worshipsome congregations whereas the same
acts can be seen engaged in as the last actiati®gorship in other congregations.
Insofar as | know, the Bible does not mandate wetare to follow the same procedures
in our worship each Lord’s Day. On one Sunday wghtnbegin our worship services
with the singing of some good scriptural songs.aDother Sunday we might begin the
worship period by having a good brother to leaddiwegregation in prayer. Who can say
that such is unscriptural?

Every child of God will admit that there is a comdaas well as a privilege set
forth to worship or there isotany mandate stated for man to worship God.

Suppose we contend that there is not any Bibleuatbn given for man to
consider as he contemplates worship. In other woségsdo not have any information
relative to worship which might guide us along tlay. If there is no information
regarding worship, can there be any such thingissder or error when we worship?
Can there be innovations in worship if there arenstructions pertaining to worship?
We insist that there can be no transgressions coimgeworship, if there is no rule or
law regarding worship. What islisorder, but acting contrary to order? What is
transgressionput allowing self to go across the line, rule oalne of authority? We
engage in error when we stray away from the sapstandard.

A very pertinent question would be, “Why do childref God assemble together
to worship on the first day of the week?” If théseno pattern or information regarding
Lord’s Day worship, may all Christians refuse toantogether for worship on the first
day of the week?

People tell me that | am supposed to meet witls#nets of like precious faith on
Sunday (Hebrews 10:25). Since there is no patternworship as some say, can |
willfully refuse to assemble and fail to participah any activities of worship?

One fellow in our area, who appears to be real saw@ording to some people,
seems to be happy saying, “I reject pattern thgoldfjthere is no pattern for worship,
will it suffice for a few people to assemble somerning and sing for two hours and then
go home? Would it suffice for a group of brethrennteet together and read for two
hours, and then adjourn to their home? The ChnisHaientists will tell youHOW to
read. Is there any specific law which regulates mevspend our time in worship on the
Lord’s Day? How can Christians violate a rule ttie¢s not exist?
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The Bible teaches that there are specific acts@Ekp which the early church
engaged in. Those acts comprise the actions ofhipteday. We are not at liberty to
dispense with them. If the acts of worship arerdily taught in one congregation, then
such acts are uniformly found in all other congteges where faithful saints are found.

If no established rule or standard is given for meassemble and worship God,
then it would follow that all sorts of mundane sities could be followed as the whims
of men dictate. A worship service without rule eason is irrational and foolish.

How completely unreasonable do men become whendbaehare that God must
be worshipped but He has not told HOW to worship Him. We must never become
disposed to tell GoHOW He should be worshipped. Such amounts to sheer enpck
the truth which declare$God is a Spirit and they that worship Him must wsioip Him
in spirit and in truth” (John 4:24).

Thank God for the truth, which tells WHOis to be worshipped, antdOWHe is
to be worshipped.

It is truly sad that a few men will presume to dd truth aside, and tragically,
they can always find any number of supporters tmoerage them. Try to imagine the
Bible being silent oWHOandHOWto worship.

If we are not instructed by the Bible regarding aarship, then we are no better
off than those who read the Book of Mormon, Scieaod Health with Key to the
Scriptures and the Koran.

God is the object, and the Truth is our guide inrskg. Which, can we cast
aside?

In order to make the worship of God of no value anthout merit, Satan has
convinced many people to continue to observe tielewish law regarding the Sabbath
day.

The Lord’s Day or first day of the week is complgteejected by Sabbatarians.
What would some liberal brother say to people wisist on keeping the Sabbath Day? If
one would object to the Sabbath keepers, why wobjéctions be made?

Sabbath Day keepers kindle fires in violation of thaw (Exodus 33:3). They
refuse to abide in their houses on the Sabbathdiixd6:29). They bear all kinds of
burdens as needs arise. All kinds of work is pen&d on the Sabbath Day or Saturday. It
is a fact that all normal persons violate the Stblzawvs of the Old Testament.

The Sabbath Day was given only to the Jews. MosegewWAnd remember that
thou was a servant in the land of Egypt and that tlord thy God brought thee out
thence through a mighty hand and by a stretchedaout; therefore the Lord thy God
commanded thee to keep the Sabbath d®¢uteronomy 5:15). The writer also said,
“Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep thebBath to observe the Sabbath
throughout their generations, for a perpetual camen It is a sign between me and the
children of Israel forever{Exodus 31:16-17).

The Gentiles were not brought out of Egypt andShbbath was never given to
them as a sign. Moreover, the Gentiles were chaigethe New Testament with
committing numerous sins but not one time were tiesr charged with violating the
Sabbath. The Sabbath Day sustained the same nslaijioto the Jew as circumcision.
Neither was a part of the new covenant.

The Sabbath was one of many Holy Days to be obddsyethose under the old
law. Christians were never instructed to obsersegle one of those holy days. May we
ask why? Early Christians were careful to meethenfirst day of the week to worship.
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They did not do so by any principle contained inse&l law. It seems strange that God
would set forth laws and regulations for the peog@eworship Him under the Old
Covenant but keep completely silent about the mamieworship under the New
Covenant.

When Peter preached on Solomon’s porch, he quotesedwho wrote For
Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet stiadlLord your God raise up unto you of
your brethren like unto me; him shall ye hear ihtalngs whatsoever he shall say unto
you. And it shall come to pass that every soul windl not hear that prophet shall be
destroyed from among the peopl&cts 3:22-23).

Under the new covenant, there was a new table foisttans to gather around.
The apostle wroté)Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cuglevils: ye cannot
be partakers of the Lord’s Table and the tableefild” (I Corinthians 10:21).

I would make a strong appeal for each child of Godnake every effort to
worship God in an orderly manner (I Corinthians4D}: We need to be overly cautious
as we plan and prepare for worship.

We know the apostles did not sit by and allow theigtians to worship in a wrongful
manner. Luke recordsJpon the first day of the week, the disciples together to break bread
and Paul preached unto thenfActs 20:7). The purpose of meeting together wasréak bread.
Of course Luke did not say, “each and every fiest df each and every week.” It happened that
on the first day of the week, Paul was presenteéalbbread with the disciples. Luke did not need
to spell outEVERYfirst day of every week. Among those who objeatnmbers of the church of
Christ breaking bread each Lord’s Day, the samebeasaid about meeting on the first day. The
hue and cry is made that we must assemble tog&immere people say, “If we do not habitually
meet together, the preacher cannot receive hisIlywebleck, but we do not have to keep the
communion service.” Nonsense!

If assembling together was a mere matter of opimmnwas the communion and vice-
versa. By what authority do people gather togetirerSunday? If the disciples did not break
bread each first day, they did not meet togethehn éest day. If they met together each first day,
they broke bread each first day of the week. Thedtand or fall together.

Please consider that the inspired apostle usedefigite article -the-- which denotes a
stated time. Luke did not say, “Upon a first dayaofveek some disciples met togethértie
disciples who met together were in Troas. They waten Corinth, Laodicea or Rome. A stated
time was given by the use of a definite articlee Parpose of the assembly in Troas was to break
bread. The time of the assembling was upon thedayg of the week.

When Paul wrote to the church in Corinth, he attiexthppo help the congregation which
was having trouble concerning the communion (1 i@bians 9:2). It is actually declared that
some will say, when the apostle declared, “As sftya eat,” he meant that the apostle gave
brethren the liberty to eat when they wanted to.

Again there are those who say that the frequergrghace of the Lord’s supper on each
Lord’s Day, will cause the great event to losesitemnity and it becomes rather commonplace.
According to the idea of some folks, the utteramemans, “the more frequent, the less solemn.”
The opposite would be, the less frequent, the olemn. Such a consideration is not worthy of
one’s time or attention. Does it really follow thidie less we pray, the more precious prayer
becomes? Does the preachers who palaver againstetiidy communion observance try to get
serious about the weekly collection? Sometimes wedsr whatever became of common sense.

In my library are several different creed booksclEane is different from all others.
Also, each one attempts to present a plan for mavotship God.

It is still true as was taught by our Lord hundreflyears ago, and we need to give heed
thereto. Jesus declaredBut in vain they do worship me teaching for doe&s the
commandments of mef¥Matthew 15:9). Wayne Coat§05 Hillview Dr. Mt. Juliet, TN 37122

Note: | am forever grateful to Brother Wayne Cdatsthis great abstract on Worship, and it is esbing to me to
pass it on to you. Thanks and God Bless, Bill Ridean, Member of Hartselle Church of Christ, Halésé\L 35640
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