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The plays commences in the grounds of Elsinore Castle, Denmark.

Horatio, who is Hamlet’s friend, enters on a platform before the castle and meets with two guards who claim that they have seen a ghost. The ghost appears and Horatio tells the guards that the ghost was dressed like Old Hamlet (Hamlet’s late father), when he won a battle against King Fortinbras of Norway. He tells the guards that Fortinbras’ son (also called Fortinbras and the current Prince of Norway), has gathered an army in order to attack Denmark to recover the lands that his father lost. The ghost appears again and Horatio decides to inform Hamlet.
At the King’s Court, the newly crowned Claudius (Hamlet’s uncle) and his recently married wife, Gertrude (Hamlet’s mother) are attending to matters of state. Claudius sends courtiers to Fortinbras’ uncle, in order to prevent the attack. He then gives permission to Laertes, the son of the Lord Chamberlain, Polonius to return to France. Finally, he asks Hamlet to stay at the castle rather than returning to Wittenberg to study.
After the court session has finished, Horatio brings the guards and they tell Hamlet about the ghost. Hamlet tells them that he will visit them during the watch that night.
Laertes is in his father’s house getting ready for France. He warns his sister, Ophelia about Hamlet’s interest in her. Later on, Polonius tells her the same and orders her not to receive Hamlet’s affections. 
Hamlet, Horatio and a guard are waiting for the ghost to appear on the platform. The ghost appears and beckons Hamlet to follow it. Horatio, fearing for Hamlet’s safety restrains him, but Hamlet struggles free and follows the ghost. Horatio and the guard follow them.

Hamlet meets the ghost of his father who tells him that Claudius murdered him. He tells Hamlet that he is in Purgatory, because he did not have chance to confess his sins before he died and orders him to get revenge. The ghost departs and Horatio and the guard catch up with Hamlet. They are made to swear that they will tell no one else about the ghost. Hamlet agrees revenge and decides to fake madness to avert suspicion. He is, however, uncertain of the Ghost's credability.
It appears that Hamlet has gone mad.. At Polonius’ house, Ophelia tell her father that she thinks Hamlet has gone mad and suspects that it is because he told her to avoid him. Claudius has also sent for two of Hamlet’s friends, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, in order to find out what is wrong with him. 
Polonius informs Claudius that the ambassadors have secured peace with Norway and that he has found the reason for Hamlet’s madness. The ambassadors enter and confirm this and add that Fortinbras seeks safe passage through Denmark in order to attack Poland. Polonius then tells Claudius and Gertrude that he believes the cause of Hamlet’s madness is his daughter and reads a letter he has secured from Hamlet to Ophelia. To further support his claim he says he will arrange a meeting where Claudius will be able to spy on them.
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern meet up with Hamlet and he asks them for the reason of their visit. When they fail to provide an appropriate reason Hamlet realises they have been sent for by Claudius to spy on him. They tell Hamlet that they have brought some actors and he sees an opportunity to test the ghost’s story. He organises a play, which will reflect the death of his father and therefore test Claudius. 
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern return to Claudius and tell him that they do not know what is up with Hamlet. They add, that he seemed to pick up in spirit when they told him about the actors they had brought and that he is organising a play for that evening.
Claudius and Polonius then spy on the meeting between Hamlet and Ophelia. Hamlet tells her that he doesn’t love her and insists that she should leave Elsinore and go to a nunnery. Claudius tells Polonius that he doesn’t think the relationship is the cause of Hamlet’s madness, but Polonius is still convinced that it is the real reason.

A play called ‘The Mousetrap’ is which has been put together by Hamlet is then shown in a Castle Hall. When a character is murdered in the fashion in which Old Hamlet was, Claudius becomes enraged and orders the play to be stopped. Hamlet consults Horatio about Claudius’ reaction and is now convinced of his guilt. Polonius tells Hamlet that he is to see his mother.
On his way to kill Claudius, Hamlet finds him praying for forgiveness and decides not to kill him there and then, but to wait for a more damning moment. 
Hamlet goes to see his mother and expresses his anger in her marriage to Claudius so soon after the death of his father. Gertrude becomes frightened with Hamlet’s behaviour and screams for help. Polonius, who is hiding behind a curtain, screams for help too and Hamlet stabs him. Hamlet is sorry when he discovers it is not Claudius. He then shows her two pictures, one of Old Hamlet and one of Claudius and explains the murder. She is on the point of believing him when the ghost returns again. Only Hamlet can see it and Gertrude truly thinks her son has gone mad and starts to agree with everything in order to be rid of him.
Claudius meets with Hamlet, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern and decides to send them to England. They depart and on the way to the ship meet with a Captain of Fortinbras’, who tells them of their plan to attack Poland. 
Ophelia has been driven mad by the death of her father. Laertes returns intent on seeking revenge for the murder of his father. Claudius tells him it was Hamlet and that he has sent him to England. Ophelia doesn’t recognise her brother when they meet.

Horatio then receives a letter from Hamlet informing him how pirates attacked the ship and he was detained for a while. He adds that Rosencrantz and Guildenstern continue on to England. Claudius also receives a letter from Hamlet, letting him know that he will soon be home. Claudius plans of fencing match with Laertes in order to kill Hamlet with poison on the tip of his sword and a poisoned cup of wine. Gertrude enters and tells them that Ophelia has been found drowned.
Hamlet returns and meets Horatio. They come across two gravediggers at work and listen to them. One of the gravediggers throws up a skull, which Hamlet recognises at that of Yorick, a court jester that Hamlet knew as a boy. They hide when Claudius and Gertrude arrive with a coffin. The coffin is lowered into the ground, but the priest refuses to say any prayers on the account that Ophelia had committed suicide. After arguing with the priest, Laertes jumps into the grave in grief and Hamlet realises who is dead. He comes out of hiding and jumps into the grave as well. A fight between Hamlet and Laertes breaks out, which Claudius orders to be stopped. 
Back at the castle, Hamlet tells Horatio that he stole the letters from Rosencrantz and Guildenstern. In them, was the order from Claudius for Hamlet’s death. He was enraged at this treachery and wrote new letters ordering the death of Rosencrantz and Guildenstern. 

Hamlet is then called for a fencing match with Laertes. The fight begins and Hamlet scores a point and Claudius puts a pearl into the poisoned glass of wine as a reward. Claudius offers the drink to Hamlet, but Hamlet tells him that he is not thirsty. Gertrude drinks it instead and Claudius goes into a state of shock. The fight continues and Laertes cuts Hamlet with the poisoned tip. Hamlet fights to get hold of Laertes’ sword and when he recovers it, he strikes and cuts him. Both have now been poisoned with the sword. They stop fighting when they see that Gertrude is on the floor.
She realises that she has been poisoned and tells Hamlet that it was the drink. She dies and Laertes tells Hamlet about the poisoned tip. Laertes forgives Hamlet and also dies. Hamlet then stabs and kills Claudius. Horatio is about to drink the wine, but Hamlet orders him to stop and to tell the people the truth of what has happened. Hamlet’s final words are to give Fortinbras the throne.

Fortinbras and the English Ambassadors arrive amongst the carnage. The Ambassadors inform the Fortinbras and Horatio that Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are dead. Horatio asks Fortinbras to put the bodies on public display so he can tell everyone what happened. Fortinbras orders the body of Hamlet to be raised to the stage like that of a soldier and orders them to give him a gun salute.
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