Doncaster Secondary College Alumni (DSCA)

Minutes
Meeting: 
General Committee 

Date:

4th December 2002

Location: 
Senior School Centre, DSC

Minutes recorded by Christian Burns
Meeting Opened at 7.45 p.m.

Present: 
Sarah Khor, Christian Burns, Maya Metz, Deniel Heim, Kelly Tsang, Michelle Foong, Carina Jacob, Michael Clulow

Apologies: 
Ahn Nguyen, Paola Villanova, Nicholas Lam, and Ester Lim

Correspondence

In:
Reply’s from the Class of 2002 – Given to Christian to store until details of the alumni’s database are finalised.


Reply’s from the Election Day stand – Given to Christian to store until details of the alumni’s database are finalised.

Out:
None.

1. President’s Report
Publicity Day and Membership - On Saturday 30th November, the DSCA had a stall at the school in order to attract past students who came to the school in order to vote. The stall was a great success with over fifty forms being handed in and as many taken away for people to give to friends and family. It was found that perhaps some kind of incentive was needed to attract more members. 

We now have over 30 members for the classes of 2000 and 2002 (with more registration forms still being handed in from the class of 2002). The class of 2001 has over 20 members.

The alumni now also includes teachers from the college as well as students.

Database - A number of suggestions were made for the DSCA database. These included Microsoft Access and Oracle. These alternatives will be investigating in order to set-up the database as soon as possible.

It has been suggested that a flyer or leaflet be developed for the alumni to handout to prospective members. The flyer should include the aims and objectives of the alumni, as well as other general information regarding the alumni and its members.

Fundraising Ideas – Some of the ideas that have been suggested for fundraising are raffles, donations and trivia nights. It was also suggested that Promotional activities could be conducted on open night, presentation night and parent/teacher interview days.

2. Secretary’s Report 
Around half of the class of 2002 registration forms have been entered into the alumni’s yahoo e-mail account. A hold has been put on the rest of the forms (ie Forms handed in tonight), until a database is established.

3. Treasurer’s Report 

In Ahn’s absence, Christian presented the Treasurer’s report.

After presenting the Budget agreed to at the Executive Committee Meeting, we have been informed that our request has been approved. Therefore the alumni now has $2000 in its school account. This money is to assist in the areas of reunions, promotional activities and other miscellaneous expenses.

4. Web Designer/Editor’s Report 
Daniel informed the meeting that the basic design and layout for the web site has been completed. Daniel also bought in a copy of what the layout of the site will look like. While there has been some difficulty with the message board, Michelle has a number of suggestions, which may be of some help. It was suggested that the “Melbourne Boys High School” and “Brighton Grammar School” web sites should be viewed to gather any further ideas on the layout and links.

As there are still problems with accessing the DSCA e-mail account and web site from outside the school’s server, Daniel will raise the point with Mr Brydon.

In order to complete the web site the following items are still needed for posting on the site:

· Minutes from the last General Committee Meeting

· Membership List

· Objectives and Aims of the Alumni

5. Reunions 
Classes of 2000 and 2001 – A combined reunion is to be held on Saturday 22nd February 2003. In order to get a location, which suits most people it has been suggested that an e-mail be sent to ask members which location is most convenient. The suggestions made by the members present include:

· Cherry Hill

· The Hawthorne

· The Glenferrie

· The Templestowe

· Charltons

Class of 2002 – The date set for the reunion is the 2nd May 2003. Members of the general committee who have expressed an interest in serving on a subcommittee to organise the class of 2002, reunion in 2003 are:

· Sarah Khor

· Maya Metz

· Kelly Tsang

· Sara Robinson

The school as part of the Food Technology subject could cater for the reunion.

Further volunteers will be called for from the registration forms handed in. Kelly will also personally invite the other school captains to join the subcommittee. It was suggested that a welcome e-mail be sent to all new members of the alumni. This e-mail would not only initially welcome the new member but would also inform them of the various subcommittees which they are invited to join.

Class of 1983 – Members of the Class of 1983 have rang the school expressing interest in organising a 20 year reunion. It was generally agreed that the interested past students require little if any help from the alumni to organise this reunion. However Maya offered to ring on of the past students to offer any assistance which the alumni can offer.

6. School Affiliated Activities
Speeches and Talks to Students – A number of ideas were raised regarding Alumni members giving Informative Talks to current DSC students. The points included:

· Talks topics to include specific subject information, career opportunities, transition, time management, motivation and study techniques. Having Alumni members talking about University/TAFE/Workplace Life were also considered important topics to cover.
· Talks would be aimed at DSC students from Years 10, 11 and 12.
· Having the talks at different times was also examined. For example having the talks at, lunchtime, assemblies and at the VCE information night.
· A talk specifically for  International Students was also suggested
A list was passed around for members who wished to volunteer to give talks to write their names and the topics which they were interested in presenting.

Mentoring Program – As this will be a relatively new experience for most people involved in this program it was decided that a pilot program should be run next year and the situation reviewed and evaluated. Students from the school would be matched up with volunteers from the DSCA. 

An information day for volunteers will be held early next year, this will include addressing such issues as:

· The frequency of communication (eg Weekly, Fortnightly, Monthly)

· Mode of communication (eg Telephone, E-mail or Face-to-Face)

· Responsibility for ensuring continual contact.

· The possibilities of incentives (eg Letters of Reference)

· Matching Scheme – matching students and DSCA members could be achieved in a number of many including, matches based on Registration forms, a BBQ of all students and members and allow “self-matching” or matching based on selectors knowledge of candidates.

As there were so few members at this meeting volunteers will be called for at the next General Committee Meeting.

7. Next Meeting

General Committee Meeting – Wednesday 12th March 2003 (7.30pm)

8. Any Other Business

History of the school – Sarah Khor has expressed an interest in developing a history of the school.

Cornucopia – It was suggested that the alumni could submit an article and pictures for the yearly cornucopia.

Lists of students – It has also been suggested that complete lists of all students who are candidates for membership be obtained. Mr Egeberg has volunteered to investigate the lists of students that have been entered onto floppy disk by Mr Peter Mason (possibly above the library or junior school centre).

Meeting closed at 8.45 p.m.
Ratified:

Action Sheet:
	Action:
	Responsibility of:
	To be completed on/ by:

	Complete and Up-load the DSCA web-site
	Daniel Heim
	ASAP

	Establish Database and enter users details
	Christian Burns and Maya Metz
	12th March 2003

	Investigate Tax Deductable Donations
	Ahn Nugyen and Christian Burns
	12th March 2003

	Investigate e-mail and web site access
	Daniel Heim
	ASAP

	Discuss the Mentoring Program and Talks with relevant staff
	Christian Burns
	31st December 2002

	Send welcome e-mail
	Christian Burns
	ASAP

	Send e-mail for 2000/1 reunion location
	Christian Burns
	31st January 2003

	Ring 1983 reunion committee
	Maya Metz
	31st December 2002

	First 2002 reunion subcommittee meeting
	Sarah Khor and Maya Metz
	31st January 2003

	Development of brochure
	Sarah Khor
	12th Match 2003

	Membership list and Minutes to Daniel
	Christian Burns
	ASAP


