Doncaster Secondary College Alumni (DSCA)

Minutes
Meeting: 
General Committee 

Date:

23rd July 2003

Location: 
T2, DSC

Minutes recorded by Virginia Gill

Meeting Opened at 7.30 p.m

Present: 
Sarah Khor, Kelly Tsang, Ahn Nguyen, Virginia Gill, Jason Pietro, William Malak, Mark Malak, Amy Ware
Apologies: 
Christian Burns, Peter Mason, Samantha Rundell
Correspondence

In:
None.

Out:
None.

1. President’s Report
A brief summary of past and current efforts of the DSCA was given.  The main topics were the construction of a brochure describing the workings and aims of the DSCA, the privacy issues associated with gathering details of graduates from DSC and the financial assistance provided by DSC.  The 2002 graduate “reunion” was well received and a good learning experience and planning for the 1983 reunion is well under way

2. Future Reunions 
Many ideas were put forward regarding future reunions, in particular a reunion for the class of 1994 in 2004.  Jason Pietro and William Malak have formed the core of a subcommittee and are keen to oversee the planning of the proposed reunion, with a tentative date of March 2004. 

In relation to costs for future reunions, it was proposed that the DSCA cover the cost of sending invitations and general administration charges, while those attending would pay a charge per head to cover catering, entertainment and other like costs.

3. Membership
To ensure the maximum number of students who leave DSC are registered with the DSCA, it was suggested to add a box on the school leavers form to indicate whether or not the student is interested in being a member of the DSCA.  

For expansion of current membership, there will be forms at the 1983 reunion for graduates to register with the DSCA and registration forms have also been mailed with the invitation.  It is expected that these forms will begin to be returned in the near future. 

In an effort to contact graduates of DSC who may not yet know about the DSCA, it has been suggested that forms should be placed in community locations throughout the local area including public libraries and other such places.  (It was also suggested that the tutoring scheme could also be advertised at local libraries)

A general discussion was had in which members brought up possible reasons for graduates to join the DSCA in an effort to find ways of attracting new membership.  Reasons for joining included business networking, reunions with high school friends (nostalgia) and wanting to give something back to the DSC community (eg. mentoring).

4. Ideas for Future Events

· The idea of advertising businesses of graduates on the DSCA website was proposed.  This could include special offers for DSCA members and help to create a community feeling and link graduates to each other.

· To generate interest with current students and raise awareness of the DSCA, professional graduates may be available to gives talks about relevant educational areas to specific classes, or general talks about life after high school.  This would have to be cleared with both teachers and past students.  

· A further suggestion to raise awareness of the DSCA was to create an annual competition between teachers, current students, parents, and graduates.  This could include sporting events, and intellectual competitions.  It would help to set an example with current students and encourage them to understand the benefits of joining the DSCA.  This idea needs much further development.

5. Next Meeting

TBA

Meeting closed at 8.20 p.m.
