Minutes from the DSCA General Committee Meeting Wednesday 12 March 2003

Chair: Sarah Khor


Minutes:
 Kelly Tsang

Meeting opened at 8:00pm at the Junior School Centre, Doncaster Secondary College.

Present: Sarah Khor, Kelly Tsang, Anh Nguyen, Tania Beerens, Mr. Egeberg, Maya Metz, Sara Robinson.

Apologies: Christian Burns

1. President’s Report

1.1 Classes of 2000/2001 Pub night

The pub night on the 24th January at Cherry Hill ran smoothly with overall about 60 students attending.  Most graduates present from the class of 2000.  We may need to improve reach and contact with the 2001 graduate class.

In general the venue was well situated, yet it might have been better if it stayed open for longer.

1.2 Mentoring scheme Update

As yet no student is interested in participating in the program, therefore all related activities are halted until the re-launch on April 1st by Maya Metz.  We may need to consider presenting ourselves so the students have a fairly accurate idea of who their mentors will be and how the program will be run.

4. Activites and Membership Officer’s Report

4.1 Class of 1983 Reunion

· Maya had contacted the organizer of the reunion, Lisa Clarke about the reunion and expressed the alumni’s interest in future collaboration.  The reunion is to be set around August- September and as yet the venue and date is undecided.

4.2 Class of 1986 Reunion

· Interestingly the class of 1986 has also expressed an interest in holding their reunion and shall be in contact with Maya at a later date.

5. Web Designer’s Report

Thank you to Sarah Khor who has put in the time and effort to follow up on where Daniel’s left off.  A mock-up of the DSCA website is located at www.geocities.com/dscalumni where it will be uploaded on the school’s server at a later date.  All comments are appreciated and should be forwarded to Sarah by e-mail.

The Executive committee will need to contact Daniel to get the actual website up and running as soon as possible.  

6. School Affiliated Programs

6.1 Talks/Seminars to Students

Maya Metz has offered to present a short session on 1st April to year 11 & 12 students on prioritizing while also re- introducing the mentoring scheme.  The Executive Committee meeting at the 20th March will review and decide the content.

Further seminar sessions may be run during period 6 later in the year to cover topics such as particular career directions with the targeted audience being year 12 students.  This topic will be discussed in detail at the next EC meeting.

6.2 Alumni Tutoring Network

The Alumni is interested in setting up a database to aid both current students and graduates of DSC.  Details of the database is as yet undecided but predicted to offer advertising and matching services for past students as tutors, to students or other past students.

We aim to have the database established by mid year and a coordinator appointed to monitor its progress.

An email will be circulated to all members who may wish to be a participant in the network.  Futher discussion of this will take place at the next EC meeting.

7. Alumni Brochure Launch with announcement of Logo and Motto

The alumni brochure was presented to the General Committee, alongside with the DSCA logo and the motto “Connecting the past with the future”.  Soon copies will be distributed at locations deemed appropriate.  Thank you to Sarah for Logo and motto design and Kelly for assembling the brochure.

8. Open Night activities

The alumni had planned to have some degree of involvement with the college’s open night.  Originally the idea was to have a small stand near the VCE centre where a sausage sizzle will also be run to increase awareness of the Alumni’s presence in both the college and the local community.  The stand will be attended to by past students who will aim to answer questions about the college, especially those related to the senior school and if appropriate, introduce the Alumni to parents and other students present.

The only uncertainty with this approach is its potential success in terms of achieving the alumni’s goals.  It was felt that maybe parents will not be interested in the Alumni or that the smaller numbers at the conclusion of the evening may make it less feasible.  While it certainly will promote the school’s image, the open night initiative may prove to be excessive workload for alumni members.

An alternative option is to have past students participating in the school tour, with a past student per group who may then answer the parents’ questions.  This approach however limits in the targeted community members and when compared with the investment of time, may seem even more trivial than the stand.

Regardless, about half a dozen past students will be required on the night if the alumni wish to participate in any type of open night activity.  This will be finalised at the next EC and GC members will be notified via e-mail.

9. Next General Committee Meeting

The next General Committee meeting will be held on the 23rd July, 2003 at 7pm at the Junior school Centre.

Meeting closed at 8:55 p.m.
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