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The Race for the Presidency
Editorial by: Kaivan Sattar


The stakes of this year’s election are running high, and so are the tensions between  democratic nominee John Kerry and republican nominee, the current President George W. Bush.  The war in Iraq is a hugely complicated and important issue, and is one of the deciding factors in this year’s election.  This was one of the two factors that were discussed on Kerry and Bush’s first duel, on September 30.


The ninety-minute debate covered two main topics: homeland security and the war in Iraq, two pressing matters many Americans are concerned about.  Strict rules were imposed during the debate, and the audience remained absolutely silent throughout.


On the subject of the war...  Things are getting progressively worse, said senator John Kerry.  Each month, there are more U.S. soldier casualties then there were the previous month.  The “grand coalition” that was supposed to be backing the U.S. in this war is  not turning out to be very useful, in fact, America is taking over 90% of the costs and casualties of the war.  Kerry’s view on the war is that we should not have invaded until absolutely all other solutions had been exhausted, which he feels had not happened.  The war is costing taxpayers hundreds of billions of dollars, and future generations will be bearing this load for quite a while.


Bush, on the other hand, said that all the intelligence reports America had at the time suggested that Iraq was concealing and developing weapons of mass destruction.  He  insists that the world is a better place without Saddam Hussein.  However, if it has been proven that he had no weapons, and is thus no threat to us, was there any point in invading Iraq and starting a $200 billion war?


As for homeland security, Bush’s strategy seems to be more offensive.  He believes that in order to protect America, we must go into countries harboring terrorists and take them out.  Kerry, however, takes a more defensive approach, though he still has plans to root out terrorists.  He wants to focus on strengthening America’s military and intelligence, and “by going after the financing more authoritatively”.  Kerry also wants to rebuild international alliances and to “reach out to the Muslim world, which the president has almost not done”.  While ambitious, his ideals seem fundamentally sound.


In my opinion, both candidates spend too much of their time mudslinging and badmouthing the other candidate.  “Senator Kerry voted for blah blah blah in 1950, he’s a bad person”.  NOBODY CARES!  Talk about the real issues!  Also, both candidates seem to be continuously repeating the same exact points, most notably Bush trying to convince us that the war was justified, and Kerry’s “I have a plan”.  The questions being asked may be to blame for this because of their similarities, but it seems that ensuing debates are merely a rehash of the previous ones.  Bush and Kerry keep trying to wind in their personal differences in their responses to the questions.  Both candidates should cease the unnecessary bickering and just be straight with the American public.  Unfortunately, both candidates being, after all, politicians, this is not feasible and just will not happen.


Both sides (Kerry’s supporters and Bush’s supporters) are claiming victory over the three debates.  I personally think that President Bush’s emotions got in the way of his thinking and speaking at times- you could almost see him boiling as Senator Kerry attacked him.  Kerry, however, remained calm and collected throughout all three debates.  Additionally, every time Kerry brings up Bush’s mistakes in Iraq, the President reminds him that Afghanistan is having its first free elections under a new democracy, as if that has anything to do with the subject, as if that makes up for his blunders.


This war has left our international alliances and economy in tatters...  I think we should give John Kerry the chance to fix things up, because Bush certainly hasn’t done a very good job.


So, who do you support?  Bush or Kerry?  Kerry or Bush?  The choice lies in your hands.  Except for one thing- you can’t vote, because you’re a minor.
