Message 

During the recent past we have witnessed many encouraging developments in livestock sector in Pakistan. The Federal and Provincial Governments have announced Agricultural Policy. The President of Pakistan, after visiting the New Zealand’s dairy sector, has desired to develop Pakistan’s dairy on modern lines. The NWFP Agricultural University has initiated a mega project on “Strengthening of Teaching and Research Capabilities of the Faculty”, sponsored by the Higher Education Commission, Islamabad. The overall objectives of the project are to enhance the teaching and research capacities of the University; to meet the emerging challenges of the livestock sector through trained manpower and technology development; to give commercial orientation to livestock farming in NWFP; and to encouraging private entrepreneurship in this sector. 

A new Department of Animal Health has been added in the Faculty of Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Sciences of the University. Besides, the University offers DVM, M.Sc (Hons) and PhD specialized in various disciplines of Animal Production. Recently a two-day Training of Facilitators Course in Farmer Field Schools Approach in Livestock was organized by the Community Based Sustainable Resource Management Project at Peshawar.
The Doodh Mela – Dairy Fair (Dairy Animal Competition), held in Peshawar, provided an opportune plateform to the farming community to interact with the new developments in the livestock business sector. The Dairy Farmers’ Seminar at the NWFP Agricultural University helped sensitize the local farmers and the private sector about the importance of dairy sector. The Livestock Investment Conference at Peshawar is still another positive step.

The emerging livestock investment sector in Pakistan holds a lot of opportunities for investors. The private sector can greatly benefit if it invests in both primary and secondary livestock processing plants; superior breeding stock; intensification of research on characterization and selection and breeding of indigenous stock. Opportunities also abound for the investors targeting export markets; investment in facilities for processing of ghee, butter or cheese meant for local or international markets; production of livestock feeds; leather tanning, hides and skins; rearing of wild animal and production of game meat and provision of low cost/affordable technologies and equipment for small-scale processing.

The NWFP Agricultural University, on its part, has been providing all the help and cooperation to the private sector in education, research, training and development of innovations. I appreciate the efforts of the organizers in holding this Conference. I am confident that this Conference will prove a milestone in establishing and strengthening links between the public and private sector and boost the development of livestock sector.
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