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BUREAUCRATIC HURDLES STOP LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT PLAN IN NWFP
ABDUL QADOOS


PESHAWAR (December 09 2003): The traditional bureaucratic hurdles  have once again stopped work on the Chief Minister's LIVESTOCK Development Plan in NWFP depriving the province of huge foreign investment and earning of foreign exchange through export of LIVESTOCK-oriented items, sources in the department of Agriculture 
told Business Recorder.

Initial work on the project was started during the government of chief minister Mehtab Ahmad Khan in 1998.

The first report for this purpose was presented to the chief minister but further work on the plan was stopped due to bureaucratic hurdles.

The present report is actually continuation of the previous one.

After the formation of MMA government in the province, Chief Minister Akram Khan Durrani once again launched the plan and appointed a senior research officer of the Veterinary Research Institute (VRI) Peshawar as co-ordinator of the programme.

The co-ordinator, after receiving directive of the chief minister, started consultation process.

The experts panel included Professor Shaukat of Faisalabad Agricultural University who updated it after reviewing the prevailing international situation.

The report was directly presented to the chief minister who was convinced with the idea and directed the Department to implement the plan.

The co-ordinator was called by the department and then Deputy Secretary Shah Hussain Afridi, who is now DCO Swat, even wrote a poem on the milkman, which became popular as 'Anthem of Milkman' through which he highlighted the commercialisation aspects of the plan.

The department also highlighted other aspects like scientific community, industry, common man, businessmen, investors, and academicians of various universities, civil societies, agents and media people to facilitate it for linking with other stakeholders. The Memorandum of Understanding (MoUs) was signed with Military DAIRY Farm, D.I.Khan, and Veterinary University Lahore, for commercialisation and research.

Another MoU was signed with Adara-e-Kissan Lahore, which is running the Halla Milk Project for co-operation in community service system, milk collection, cooling, transportation and distribution.


The institution was to support the plan both technically and materially on the basis of 20 years experience.

The co-ordinator of the plan also signed a contract for launching a joint venture with 80 farmers over 10,000 kanal land.


The target of the whole effort was the creation of an export base for the province and provision of high-quality and cheap products to people according to the standard and quality of World Trade Organisation (WTO) for both local consumption and export.

Foreign investors were taking keen interest in the plan and for this purpose special delegations of European Union (EU) and France visited Pakistan and held meetings with the co-ordinator. The delegation of France also comprised some investors from India. The meeting discussed means of promotion of commercialised DAIRY. Investors from China were also showing interest.

Pakistan POULTRY Association also attended such meetings. Pakistan.Com suggested the holding of Pakistan LIVESTOCK Conference and offered to sponsor it.

In this process all high-ranking officers including Secretary Agriculture other officials and co-ordinator were also included. But, due to reasons better known to Secretary Agriculture the plan was stopped and the co-ordinator was asked to concentrate on his duties in the capacity of research officer.

In this connection, when Business Recorder contacted Secretary Agriculture Muhammad Fareed Khan, he said that the summary of the plan had been sent to Chief Minister for final approval. He said that work on the plan would be possible after approval because it requires 
funds.

He said that experts would have to evaluate the plan and review its financing. However, he said, he did not see the plan practicable.

According to some inside sources, the department is spending all energies on only treatment of the LIVESTOCK and in return of earnings of only Rs 10 million which, he said, is nothing-less than pickpocketing.

The annual expenditure of the department is Rs 150 million and department remain in deficit of Rs 140 million each year. The purpose of the plan was to bring balance in the deficit. Similarly, the province would also have become able to earn $ 1 billion from exports, and the people would have been provided cheap and quality products.
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