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Course Syllabus

	Course Number and Section: COSC-6000 
	Instructor:  Michael Moody, Ph.D.

	Course Title: Distributed Systems Project
	

	Term:  Spring 2, 2004
	Email:  drmikemoody@yahoo.com

	
	Website:  www.geocities.com/drmikemoody


Catalog Course Description:

	Students will design and implement a major system distributed information system that integrates the learning experiences gained in the previous courses.  Prerequisite:  Completion of 30 credit hours of the required and elective COSC courses in this program.


Required Text (ISBN required)/Materials:

	None.


Supplemental Reading (if any):
	To be provided by the instructor.


Incoming Competency of Student Expected by Instructor/Prerequisites:

	Completion of 30 credit hours of the required and elective COSC courses in this program.


Learning Objectives:

	Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

· Demonstrate a mastery of and integrate the subject matter covered in all prior COSC courses by designing, developing, and implementing a working distributed information system.

· Assess the effectiveness of the resulting system.

· Document the resulting system.

· Conduct a post-implementation review of the resulting system.


Schedule of Class Meetings / Assignments:

	Week 1
	Hand out syllabus

Students should read the syllabus carefully and begin selecting their project topics.  Topics should be brought to class on night #2 for discussion and approval.

	Week 2
	Approval of research topics

Students should be prepared to discuss their project topics.  There will be a detailed discussion of project formats specific to each topic.

	Week 3
	Conduct initial research

Students should develop outlines for their research papers and presentations.

	Week 4
	Approval of outlines

	Week 5
	Conduct research, coaching as required

	Week 6
	Conduct research, coaching as required

	Week 7
	Conduct research, coaching as required

	Week 8
	Conduct research, coaching as required

	Week 9
	Papers due, Presentations to class

Students will hand in their final project papers and make their presentations to the class.


Course Grade System:  The course grade will be based upon the successful completion and presentation of the final project in the required format.  

	Points
	Grade

	90-100
	A

	80-89
	B

	70-79
	C

	60-69
	D

	Less than 60
	F


Course Attendance:

	The University reserves the right to drop students who do not attend class the first week of the term/semester.  Students are expected to attend all class sessions of every course.  In the case of unavoidable absence, the student must contact the instructor.  The student is subject to appropriate academic penalty for incomplete or unacceptable makeup work, or for excessive or unexcused absences.


Conduct:

	Students enrolling in a degree program at Webster University assume the obligation of conducting themselves in a manner compatible with the University’s function as an education institution.  Misconduct for which students are subject to discipline may be divided into the following categories:

1. All forms of dishonesty, cheating, plagiarism, or knowingly furnishing false information to the University.

2. Obstruction or disruption of teaching, research, administration, disciplinary procedures, or other University activities or of other authorized activities on University premises.

3. Classroom disruption.  Behavior occurring within the academic arena, including but not limited to classroom disruption or obstruction of teaching, is within the jurisdiction of Academic Affairs.  In case of alleged campus and/or classroom disruption or obstruction, a faculty member and/or administrator may take immediate action to restore order and/or to prevent further disruption (e.g. removal of student[s] from class or other setting).  Faculty members have original jurisdiction to address the immediacy of a situation, as they deem appropriate.  When necessary and appropriate, Public Safety and/or the local [or military] police may be contacted to assist with restoring peace and order.  Faculty response is forwarded to the academic dean (or his or her designee) for review and, if necessary, further action.  Further action might include permanent removal from the course.  Repeated offenses could lead to removal from the program and/or the University.

4. Theft of or damage to property of the University.  Students who cheat or plagiarize may receive a failing grade for the course in which the cheating or plagiarism took place.  Students who engage in any of the above misconducts may be subject to dismissal from the University on careful consideration by the executive vice president of the University or his designee.  To the extent that penalties for any of these misconducts (e.g. theft or destruction of property) are prescribed by law, the University will consider appropriate action under such laws.




Course Contact Hours:

	Unless a course has enrolled fewer than four students, faculty has a contractual obligation to meet the full complement of contact/meeting hours (36).  Not to meet this full complement of hours may be construed as a breach of contract and may also endanger Webster University’s accreditation by the North Central Association and its licensure by the State of Florida.  Finally, course meeting that are missed for any reason must be made up.


Note:

	To achieve the objectives of this course, this syllabus may be revised at the discretion of the instructor without prior notification or consent of the student.  

For Webster University policies and procedures, please refer to the Catalog and Student Handbook.  


	Reviewed by: _______________________  Job Title: _________________________ Date:___________


COSC-6000:  Project Requirements 

Each student will complete a project as described below.  APA format is suggested but not required.  The project may take one of the following formats:

1. Research paper.  For the research paper, the student will select a topic to be researched and present the results of his/her research in the final project paper.  

2. Systems analysis.  The student may develop a detailed set of specifications and models which define the requirements for a selected system.

3. Design document.  The student may develop a design document which addresses a specific set of system requirements.  The design document will present the requirements and the design for the solution. 

4. System implementation.  The student may implement a system based upon a set of design parameters.  The project will present the solution as well as supporting documentation.

5. System/product evaluation.  The student may evaluate a system or product. 

6. System/product comparison.  The student may perform a comparison of alternative systems or products.

7. Other.  Other formats for the project are allowable if approved by the instructor.

The final project paper should contain the following components.  A correlation of these components with the project types shown above will follow.

a. Title page.  The title page should contain the title of your paper, your name, the date, the course number, etc.

b. Chapter 1:  Introduction.  This should provide an introduction to the topic, including why this topic was selected and why it is important.  Typically the introduction will be 1-2 pages in length.

c. Chapter 2:  Literature review.  This should contain a review of the various findings in current books, magazines, and internet sources.  Approximately twenty (20) sources are recommended.  In this section, the student will describe the information gathered from each source.  Typically the literature review will consist of about one-half to one page per source.  

d. Chapter 3:  Methodology.  This will describe the methods used in preparing the research paper.  If internet sources are used, then the methods utilized to locate these sources should be described.  The methodology will typically be 2-5 pages in length.

e. Chapter 4:  Results.  This section should contain a summary of the literature findings.  In this section, the student will summarize the findings from all sources taken together.  The results section will typically be 2-3 pages in length.

f. Chapter 5:  Conclusions.  This section will contain the student’s own conclusions based upon the findings in the literature as well as suggestions for further research.  The conclusions will vary in length, typically being 3-5 pages.

g. References:  A bibliographic listing of the sources used in preparing the research paper.

h. Appendices:  Any additional information which the student feels is important, such as printed web pages, tables, etc.

	
	Introduction
	Literature Review
	Methodology
	Results
	Conclusions

	Research paper
	Introduction to the topic and its importance.
	Summary of what others have written about the topic.
	Where you did the research.
	Summary of the Literature Review.
	Your conclusions regarding the topic and what you found in the literature.

	Systems Analysis
	Introduction to the topic and its importance.
	Background information on the system.
	How you did the systems analysis.
	Models, spec’s, and other results of the systems analysis.
	Your conclusions regarding the feasibility of the system.

	Design Document
	Introduction to the topic and its importance.
	The analysis spec’s and models.
	How you did the design.
	Models, screens, outputs, etc.
	Your conclusions regarding the design of the system.

	System Implemen-tation
	Introduction to the topic and its importance.
	The design documents.
	How the system was built.
	The working system (or prototype).
	What went right, wrong, etc.

	Evaluation
	Introduction to the topic and its importance.
	What others have said about the product or system.
	How you evaluated the product.
	What you found.
	Your conclusions.

	Comparison
	Introduction to the topic and its importance.
	What others have said about the products or systems.
	How you did the comparison.
	What you found.
	Your conclusions.


COSC-6000:  Presentation Requirements 

Each student will be required to present his/her final paper on the final night of class.  These presentations should be approximately 15 minutes in length and should utilize appropriate presentation materials, such as view-graphs, flip-charts, handouts, and other materials as needed.  The following suggested outline for the presentation is provided as a guideline:

1. Introduction:  Introduce the topic and why it was selected.

2. Methodology:  How you approached your project.

3. Research materials:  Describe what types of articles, books, internet sites, etc. were used in performing the research.  Also describe how these materials were located.

4. Results: The results of your project.

5. Conclusions: Present your conclusions and defend them.

6. Questions/answer period:  Answer any questions from the rest of the class.

