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	UTSA


The University of Texas at San Antonio – Downtown Campus

	College of Education and Human Development
	Department of Interdisciplinary Learning and Teaching


Course Syllabus
Instructional Technology and Learning: IST 5353.901

Fall 2005

Location: FS 3.412

Time:  T 5:30-8:15 pm

Instructor:  Dr. John F. Bauer

Office:  DB 2.216


Hours:  By appointment


Phone: 210.458.2646


Email: john.bauer@utsa.edu

Course WebCT Site: via https://webct.utsa.edu 

Instructor website:  http://www.geocities.com/drjohnbauer/
Course Description

Instructional Technology and Learning investigates how theories of knowing and learning are reflected in and supported by technology.  The course focuses on current learning theories and practices and how these relate to applications in technology-delivered and supported learning environments.  It explores the digital learning environment and seeks to understand the nature of technology and cognition.

Course Goals

By the end of the course, students will be able to:

· conduct on-line research into learning theory and digital applications

· describe different learning styles and how they are enhanced by technology

· explain how technology influences cognitive information processing 

· analyze technology applications and their influence on learning styles  

· hypothesize with respect to self-efficacy and the learner’s success with technology

· be able to plan lessons using only digital technology

· be fluent in learning theory and instructional technology applications

Course Questions

· What are the major theories of learning?

· How are learning theories supported by instructional technology? 

· What is effective digital design? 

· What directs and determines how technologies are designed, used, and evaluated?

· What is innovative use of technologies?

· What are the key software applications? 

· What is lacking in current technology use and what can improve deficiencies?

Required Texts

Driscoll, M. P. (2005). Psychology of learning for instruction. Allyn & Bacon. ISBN 0-205-37519-7.

Shelly, G., Cashman, T.,Gunter, R., & Gunter, G. (2004).  Integrating Technology in the Classroom (3rd Ed.).  Boston: Course Technology. [Online text, no purchase necessary]: 

http://www.scsite.com/tdc3/index.cfm?action=home
Recommended text for all graduate level scholarship (see G., below):

      
APA (American Psychological Association) Publication Manual, 5th Edition

Other Requirements

· An active email account   

· A PC formatted CD.

· Ability to access the Internet.

· Word-processing skill.  Hand written work will not be accepted. 

Policies to Ensure Student Success

A. Attendance/tardiness.  All students are expected to attend all classes and participate in class discussions.  Generally, any more than one absence (three hours of class time) is considered excessive and will result in a final grade reduction.   

B. Preparation.  Successful students come prepared for class.  They have their materials, they have done their homework, and they have a positive attitude.  

C. Participation.  Students are expected to participate freely and willingly in both class and online discussions where appropriate.  In this manner, students become valuable resources by sharing ideas and information. Participation is closely linked to class Attendance: if you don’t show up, you can’t participate.

D. Homework.  For best results, students should hand in assignments on time.  Late work will be penalized.

E. Ethical Conduct.  Students are expected to maintain high standards of academic integrity.  Cheating and plagiarism in any form are unacceptable and will result in a grade reduction or failing grade for the course.  All UTSA policies as outlined in the UTSA Student Code of Conduct as found in the graduate catalog must be adhered to.

F. Classroom Computer Use.  The use of computers during class time is restricted to course-specific applications.  Students are not to engage in private activities on the computer, such as Internet surfing or email exchanges.

G. Scholarship.  Failure to follow APA conventions in all written work may result in a lower grade.  This includes the common failing of many students: not numbering pages.  Written work is expected to be free of grammar, spelling, and punctuation errors.

H. Communication with the Instructor.  Any student unable to keep up with the class, or is otherwise having difficulty with the course material, must communicate this to the instructor.  Extra assistance is always available.
I. Pagers and cell phones should be turned to the off position while class is in session.
The central mission of this class is for you to explore a range of learning theories and decide for yourself what current digital technologies are the most (and least) supportive of these theories.  Even if you do not plan a career in education, models of educational practice are widely used in a workplace setting.

Major Assignments.  Course activities will include but not be restricted to the following:

A. Attendance/Participation  (Value = 20%). The discursive nature of the course requires that you participate in class discussions and activities (i.e., editing) and use technology tools to communicate with others where appropriate.  Preparing answers to chapter questions identified in focus activity of the syllabus is essential.

B. Research (Value = 20%).  Your responses to research assignments completed in the course will be posted on your website and assessed according to content and expression (language usage).   Readings should be summarized and critiqued (evaluated).  You are expected to conclude with a theoretical discussion of digital/software applications. Be sure to conclude with a reference citation in APA format for your article. Note: Study teams will be set up in order to edit text material before final posting to web sites.  Such postings may also become artifacts for inclusion in portfolios.

C. Website construction format. (Value = 20%). You will create a website that closely reflects your present or anticipated work environment. Its content will be individualized to the extent it satisfies the course requirements, but may also serve as part of a greater portfolio; that is, the site may contain more than just class-required artifacts (postings, entries).  It is understood that you are not professional web masters; hence, the assessment rubric will include only basic understandings of the process.

D. Weekly Reflections log (Value = 20%). Your personal reflections/commentary on class readings, discussions, and research material are to be posted onto the course WebCT site on a weekly basis, and must be made before the beginning of each new class period.  You are free to note questions, concerns, or any ideas that may occur to you as the course progresses. These will be used as sources for class discussions.  Although there is no word minimum for this posting, a strong, thoughtful paragraph or two is expected.

E. Web Quest Project (Value = 20%).  Instead of a final exam, your team will present to class your Web Quest (online Internet lesson) designed at grade level (or adult level) so that your students (or co-workers) gain some of your learning theory knowledge.  There are lots of examples online.  For this project, use a five-link minimum.  A rubric will be provided.

IST 5353 - Fall 2005

Instructor: J. Bauer

Tentative Course Calendar (Subject to Change)

	Week /Date
	Focus Activity
	Assignments (to prepare for next session)

	1     Tues. 8-30

            
	Orientation to the course: Tech survey, syllabus, online research , web site.

Using the Online Technology Text
	Driscoll, Ch. 1.  Prepare to discuss personal learning experience (prior knowledge) with objectivism, pragmatism, interpretivism.

Explore software applications from Ch. 3 of the online text.  

	2     Tues. 9-6

       
	Discussion: learning theories, prior knowledge, “Kermit,” p. 27.  

Activity #2, p. 28 

Tech work
	Online research: 

Explore Multimedia Applications from Ch. 5 of online text.

Post weekly reflection.

	3     Tues. 9-13

            
	Discussion: learning theories. Activity: Discuss Gardner’s MI theory.  See p. 7 of his  Audiences…of Multiple Intelligences.  
	Driscoll, Ch. 2.

Find programmed instruction (McDonald, author) in UTSA library online, Education. Full Text d-base article via Academic Search Premier 

http://www.lib.utsa.edu/Databases/List/OfSSoc.html
Post weekly reflection.  

	4     Tues. 9-20

            
	Discussion: Ch. 2:

Radical Behaviorism, #4,5 p. 58

Begin Project Web Quest
	Driscoll, Ch. 3. Online research:  selection from p. 68 

http://uq5sd9vt7m.search.serialssolutions.com/
Post weekly reflection.

	5     Tues. 9-27            


	Discussion Ch. 3

Cognitive Processes

#1, p. 110

Tech work
	Driscoll, Ch. 4

Post weekly reflection.

	6     Tues. 10-4
	Discussion, Ch. 4 

Schema Theory

#4, p. 152

Tech Work
	Driscoll, Ch. 5

Online research: find Situated Learning via Academic Search Premier:

http://www.lib.utsa.edu/Databases/List/OfSSoc.html
Post weekly reflection.

	7     Tues. 10-11


	Discussion, Ch. 5

Situated Cognition

#4, p. 183

Tech work
	Driscoll, Ch. 6

Online research: find Piaget, link to technology

Post weekly reflection.

	8     Tues. 10-18


	Discuss Piaget

#3, p. 222


	Driscoll, Ch. 7

Online research:  find Vygotsky article via Academic Search Premier 

http://www.lib.utsa.edu/Databases/List/OfSSoc.html
Post weekly reflection.

	9     Tues. 10-25
	Discussion, Ch. 7

Cognitive Development

#3, p.263

Tech work
	Driscoll, Ch. 8

Online research: find “nature v. nurture” article via Academic Search Premier 

http://www.lib.utsa.edu/Databases/List/OfSSoc.html
Post weekly reflection.

	10   Tues. 11-1

            
	Discussion, Ch. 8

Biological Basis of Learning

#4, p. 306
	Driscoll, Ch. 9

Post weekly reflection.

	11   Tues. 11-8

            
	Discussion, Ch. 9

Motivation and Learning

#5, p. 347
	Driscoll, Ch. 10

Post weekly reflection.

	12   Tues. 11-15

            
	Discussion, Ch. 10: Gagne

# 2, p. 383

Tech work
	Driscoll, Ch. 11.  Online research: Mishra, S. http://uq5sd9vt7m.search.serialssolutions.com/ British Journal of Educational Technology v. 33 no. 4 (September  2002) p. 493-6. 
Post weekly reflection.

	13   Tues. 11-22

            
	Discussion, Ch. 11

Constructivism

#4, p. 410
	Driscoll, Ch. 12

Post weekly reflection.

	14   Tues. 11-29        

            
	Discussion, Ch. 12

Personal Theory of Learning and Instruction<DIV align=right> </DIV>
	Research: find article on theories of instruction via Academic Search Premier 

http://www.lib.utsa.edu/Databases/List/OfSSoc.html
Post weekly reflection.

	15   Mon. 12-6

            
	Development of personal theories of learning and instruction
	Post summative course reflection: include personal theory of learning and instruction

	16
	No Class. [Final Exam Study Day]
	

	
	Final Exam: Web Quest Project Presentations
	…..have a great Christmas break….


